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BITS AND BOBS   

Cycling

Vieira ban 
upheld
AFP, Rome

Inter Milan's appeal against the 
three-match Serie A ban given to 
their French midfielder Patrick 
Vieira has failed, the Italian foot-
ball league's disciplinary council 
said Thursday.

The France international was 
sent off against Roma last week 
for receiving two yellow cards, an 
offence which normally carries a 
lighter sentence.

But Vieira's punishment was 
harsher because he used abusive 
language towards the referee 
who ordered him off, the disciplin-
ary council said after reviewing 
television evidence.

Vieira missed Inter's 2-0 
Champions League defeat 
against Bayern Munich on 
Wednesday as he was serving a 
one-match European ban for the 
red card he received against 
Sporting Lisbon in their opening 
Group B match.

Bayern exact 
German 
revenge
 AFP, Munich

Bayern Munich manager Felix 
Magath said his team's 2-0 
Champions League victory over 
Inter Milan on Wednesday had 
been a triumph for the whole of 
Germany after poor recent results 
on Italian soil.

Two goals in the final nine 
minutes from Peruvian striker 
Claudio Pizarro and substitute 
Lukas Podolski secured three vital 
points for Bayern who top group B 
with a perfect six points.

"This victory is good for 
Germans. Recently it has hurt us 
just going out to eat Italian food," 
Magath said. "Now we can go out 
again and get a sizeable pizza for our 
main course."

Magath's comments refer to 
Germany's recent failings against 
Italian opposition with the national 
team crushed 4-1 by Italy in Florence 
back in March and then eliminated 2-
0 in the World Cup semifinal.

Last season Bayern also lost 4-1 
to AC Milan in the second leg of their 
last 16 Champions League tie as 
they crashed out 5-2 on aggregate.

The win over Inter, who were 
reduced to nine men, was Bayern's 
first win over Italian opposition since 
1989 when they defeated Inter 3-1 in 
the UEFA Cup.

"It is the first time in a while that we 
have beaten a top team away from 
home and that is importance for 
confidence," said Bayern captain 
Oliver Kahn, who made his 100th 
Champions League appearance.

"I think it was a good tactical 
performance. We kept it tight at the 
back and took our chances when 
they came along."

Bayern had looked out of sorts 
going into the Inter match but 
Magath hailed his team and said 
they were now in the box-seat for 
qualification.

"I knew that this team would show 
their true colours in the Champions 
League," Magath said.

"We controlled the game well 
although we were not obliged to 
make the running. I would have been 
happy with a point but now we have 
all the trump cards."

Inter had Swedish striker Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic sent off on the hour for 
two bookable offences and Italian 
international Fabio Grosso dis-
missed late on for an elbow on  Willy  
Sagnol-- prompting Magath to 
c r i t i c i s e  t h e  I t a l i a n s  f o r  
unsportsmanship.

"The way Inter played was not on 
-- there were a lot of malicious inci-
dents," Magath added.

But Bayern had the last laugh and 
Inter now have a mountain to climb 
after two straight defeats in Europe.

AFP, London

Jose Mourinho has vowed to keep 
faith with Andriy Shevchenko for as 
long as it takes for the out-of-form 
Ukrainian striker to hit the goal trail 
for Chelsea.

The 30-million-pound striker 
has found the back of the net just 
once since his summer move from 
AC Milan and squandered two 
good chances to score in 
Wednesday's 3-1 Champions 
League win over Levski Sofia in the 
Bulgarian capital.

But Mourinho insisted he will not 
be bounced into dropping a player 
once feared as the most deadly 
finisher in European football.

"He needs a goal and I can say -
- to stop you asking the question -- 
that when he is not scoring goals 

he will always play in the next 
game," Mourinho said after watch-
ing Didier Drogba destroy the 
Bulgarians with a hattrick.

"Until he scores a goal he is in 
my line-up. There is no chance of 
him being dropped. If it's two, 
three, four or five games he will 
play. He will play until he scores a 
goal."

Drogba's treble made him the 
first Chelsea player to achieve that 
feat in the Champions League and 
the English champions will now 
head into their back-to-back meet-
ings with Barcelona with a maxi-
mum six points from two matches 
already in the bag.

Mourinho however insisted that 
his side are still some way from 
their best form, a fact he attributes 
to the shortage of time he has had 
to work with his reshaped squad on 
the training ground.

"We had some improvement 
last week because we have a clean 
week to train and we played a good 
game, especially from a defensive 
point of view," Mourinho said.

"It was a cool, calm and solid 
performance but we still need to 
work more and put the players at 
the top of their form." 

Mourinho added: "It was a night 
to remember for Didier but the most 
important thing was that Chelsea 
go home with three points and are 
top of the group with six. 

"That is five or six consecutive 
victories for us. We are top of the 
league in England and top of the 
group in the Champions League 
and we are still not playing very 
very well.

"Didier scoring goals is not so 
important for me but from a per-
sonal point of view it's nice for him."

Mourinho keeps faith 
with Sheva

Eto'o faces 
lengthy layoff
 AFP, Madrid

Barcelona striker Samuel Eto'o is 
facing up to three months on the 
sidelines after sustaining a bad 
knee injury in the Champions 
League game against Werder 
Bremen on Wednesday.

The Cameroon international 
was taken off in the 65th minute of 
the match in Germany being 
replaced by Argentinian Lionel 
Messa who score the equaliser for 
the Spanish champions in a 1-1 
draw.

Last season's top scorer in 
Spain will notably miss the 
Champions League clash with 
Chelsea on October 31 as well as 
the first of the season's Spanish 
league showdowns with arch-rivals 
Real Madrid at the Bernabeu 
Stadium on October 22.

Carbone to 
play 
for Sydney
 AFP, Sydney

Italian striker Benito Carbone will start 
a four-week guest stint with Australian 
A-League champions Sydney FC 
next week, the club said Thursday.

Carbone, who spent 10 seasons 
in the English Premier League with 
Sheffield Wednesday and Aston Villa, 
and with Inter Milan in Italy's Serie A, 
will make his debut against Adelaide 
United on Monday.

The 35-year-old, who played with 
Vicenza in Serie B last season, had 
been training with Sydney FC for two 
weeks before the contract was final-
ised, a club spokesman said.

Carbone said that he would like to 
stay with the Sydney club through the 
end of the A-League season in 
February.

"I am here to play and I would like 
to play more but we will see after four 
weeks. We will see what the club 
wants and we will see what I want," he 
said in a statement.

His arrival comes after Trinidad 
and Tobago skipper and former 
Manchester United striker Dwight 
Yorke left Sydney FC last month to 
sign with Sunderland in England's 
second-tier league.

Club coach and former English 
international defender Terry Butcher 
said the presence of Carbone had 
given the club's squad a lift going into 
the match with Adelaide.

AFP, Manchester

Rio Ferdinand admits his career 
will remain unfulfilled if he fails to 
add to his solitary Premiership 
title triumph with Manchester 
United.

The centre-back joined United 
in a 30 million pounds move from 
Leeds United four years ago but, 
after winning the title in his first 
season at the club, Ferdinand and 
his teammates have missed out to 
Arsenal and Chelsea in the race 
for the championship.

The defender, 27, accepts he 
will ultimately be judged in terms 
of his successes on the pitch with 
United and with England -- and he 
admits he is growing impatient at 
his failure to land the biggest 
prizes.

Ferdinand, though, believes 
that with United's main rivals 
stuttering in the league -- and with 
Sir Alex Ferguson's men winning 
their opening two Champions 
League group games -- he has 
never had a better chance to 
increase his personal trophy haul.

"One of the reasons for coming 

here was to take my football onto 
another level," he said.

"I think winning things elevates 
you to another level, even being 
talked about as a good footballer, 
it means more if you are winning 
things.

"The manager said its is easier 
to win your first title rather than 
retaining it or getting another one. 
And, disappointingly, that has 
been shown to be true.

"We have had a decent start 
this season, albeit it's only a few 
games in. If you look back to last 
season, we were a lot of points 
behind at an early stage of the 
season so we would like to think 
we will be there or thereabouts 
come Christmas and that's when 
the nitty gritty of the season starts.

"I think we just have to concen-
trate on ourselves," he added 
Wednesday at the launch of his 
book 'My Story'.

"It's all about us. If we keep our 
house in order and we become a 
more consistent team then it will 
take a good team to finish above 
us and I genuinely do believe that 
and I think the rest of the squad 
shares that belief.

"All that's been missing has 
been consistency. We play well 

for eight, nine, ten games and 
then have a couple of bad ones 
and you can't afford to do that if 
you want to win the league."

With United taking a huge step 
towards making it through to the 
Champions League knock-out 
stage with the 1-0 win against 
Benfica in Lisbon on Tuesday, 
Ferdinand and his teammates are 
poised to erase the memory of 
last season's European flop.

And while the victory in the 
Stadium of Light was hard-fought, 
the defender believes that the win 
-- their first in nine away games in 
the competition -- will ultimately 
mean much more than simply 
three points in the club's efforts to 
repeat their Champions League 
success of 1999.

"The Benfica result went a long 
way towards putting belief into the 
squad in Europe," Ferdinand 
added.

"It had been a long time since 
we've won away in Europe and it 
was a hard game yesterday 
(Tuesday) against a Portuguese 
side, in a hostile environment.

"I think it will prove to be good 
for a lot of the young players and 
will hopefully help us in the next 
few games in Europe."

AFP, Bordeaux

A second half 
goal from Mika 
Vayrynen kept 
Dutch champi-
o n s  P S V  
Eindhoven on 
course for the 

next round of the Champions 
League with a 1-0 win at Group C 
rivals Bordeaux on Wednesday.

The veteran Finnish midfielder 
broke the deadlock after 65 min-
utes to put his side level on four 
points but behind English side 
Liverpool on goal difference.

Bordeaux's chances of qualify-
ing are now slim with last sea-
son's French runners-up holding 
just one point after their goalless 
draw against Galatasaray.

Despite missing several key 
players through injury including 
captain Phillip Cocu, Jefferson 
Farfan, Jason Culina and Patrick 
Kluivert, PSV made most of the 
early running at the Chaban-
Delmas stadium.

Bordeaux skipper Ulrich Rame 
was hard pressed to keep his goal 
clear in the first quarter of an hour 
making an athletic dive to clear an 
Arouna Kone deflection off a 

Vayrynen corner after 15 minutes.
It was then the turn of 

Vayrynen to send the ball wide 
four minutes later.

PSV goalie Heurelho Gomes 
did well to keep out a long free-
kick from Johan Micoud after 21 
minutes when the Brazilian 
stopped on the line one of the best 
efforts of the night from the hosts.

Back after the break Vayrynen 
finally made the breakthrough 
after good work from Kone left the 
midfielder unmarked and he 
made no mistake firing past a 
helpless Rame.

Bordeaux reacted immedi-
ately, pouring forward but missed 
a golden opportunity to level after 
81 minutes when Gomes did well 
to punch out a David Jemmali 
effort.

The hosts had the numerical 
superiority after PSV's Michael 
Lamey was given his marching 
orders three minutes later for 
elbowing Moroccan international 
striker Marouane Chamakh 
during an aerial challenge. 

But not even a final header 
from Stephane Dalmat could find 
the target, leaving the French to 
await a visit in three weeks from 
2004 champions Liverpool.

West Ham 
fans 
arrested in 
Palermo
REUTERS, Palermo

Italian police have arrested 20 
West Ham United supporters 
after overnight clashes with 
Palermo fans in Sicily before 
Thursday's UEFA Cup match. 

Police in Palermo said around 
300 rival supporters fought street 
battles and then clashed with 
police in the city centre, hurling 
glass bottles and other objects at 
them. 

One Palermo fan was also 
arrested, police said. Some 
2,500 English fans are expected 
at the stadium later on Thursday 
for the second leg of the UEFA 
Cup first round tie. 

Palermo fans and the regional 
governor of Sicily have accused 
West Ham supporters of wearing 
offensive T-shirts with "The 
Mafia" written on them during the 
first leg match in London, which 
Palermo won 1-0. 

INTERNET, undated

Goals from Miguel 
Angel Angulo and 
David Villa kept 
Valencia riding 
high with a com-
prehensive 2-1 
w i n  i n  t h e i r  

Champions League tie at home 
against Group D rivals AS Roma.

The eastern Spanish outfit 
maintain their clean sheet with a 
maximum six points from two 
games keeping them top of their 
group, ahead of Roma who have 
three points.

The Italians got off to a well-
organised and determined start 
with Valencia having difficulty 
finding their early rhythm.

But Spanish international Villa 
proved the key to his side's attack 
picking up a long ball from Emiliano 
Moretti after 12 minutes to set up 
Angulo for the opener.

AS Roma got one back through 
a Francesco Totti penalty after 19 
minutes awarded for a Moretti foul.

But Villa pulled his side level 
after 29 minutes when Moretti 

made up for his earlier error com-
ing in from the left wing to pass to 
Villa, allowing the Spanish interna-
tional to pass to the right of Doni. 

Villa nearly doubled his tally for 
the 2000 and 2001 Champions 
League finalists just before the 
break and again on the hour mark 
before being substituted to a 
standing ovation at the Mestalla 
Stadium by David Silva after 72 
minutes.

It was sweet revenge from the 
last time the two sides met in the 
competition here in 2003 and 
Valencia fell 3-0.

Va lenc i a  coach  Qu ique  
Sanchez Flores said the victory 
was the perfect way to help his 
team recover their prestige in 
Europe after missing out on the 
Champions League last season. 

"After a year out of European 
football this sort of result will help 
us reclaim the position we once 
held," he told a news conference. 

The win put Valencia, who 
reached consecutive finals in 2000 
and 2001, in the driving seat in 
Group D with a maximum six points 
from two games, while Roma, who 

trounced Shakhtar Donetsk 4-0 in 
their opening match, follow on 
three. "I'm very satisfied with our 
performance and the win means 
that we've now got a better chance 
of qualifying," said the Valencia 
boss. "We didn't expect to be in 
such a good position so early on. 

"We are ambitious and our 
objective is to win the group, but this 
is just the start and we must make 
sure we win all our home games." 

Roma coach Luciano Spalletti 
tipped Valencia to win the group 
but said that defeat at the Mestalla 
would not prevent his side from 
progressing to the knockout stage. 

"Valencia are now favourites to 
win the group but for us losing this 
one isn't such a big setback as 
there is still a long way to go," he 
said. 

"We are on the right track and 
we've only played two games so far 
and we'll have to see how the rest 
of the results go. 

"Valencia played a very good 
game. In the first half we played 
some good attacking football but 
we faded in the second and I'm not 
quite sure why." 

PHOTO: AFP

Valencia hitman David Villa (bottom) carries fellow goalscorer Miguel Angel Angulo while celebrating his strike 
during their Champions League clash against Roma at the Mestalla on Wednesday.

PHOTO: AFP

CLEARING THE MESS: Policemen arrest a fan on the field during the Champions League match between 
Shakhtar Donetsk and Olympiakos in Donetsk on Wednesday.

Valencia ride on Villa

Moratti 
denies spying 
allegations
AFP, Milan

Inter Milan owner Massimo 
Moratti has denied allegations 
that the club hired private inves-
tigators to spy on disgraced 
referee Massimo De Sanctis.

De Sanctis was given a four-
match ban by the Italian football 
federation (FIGC) for his part in 
the Serie A match-fixing scandal 
and has since accused Inter of 
tailing him in 2002.

"I'm not in the least bit wor-
ried," Moratti was quoted as 
saying by Gazzetta dello Sport 
on Wednesday.

"I can confirm that I never 
sent anybody to follow anyone."

De Sanctis claims Inter had 
him followed and tapped his 
phone in 2002.

According to Italian newspa-
per reports, Inter kept tabs on De 
Sanctis as they were suspicious 
of his relationship with former 
Juventus general manager 
Luciano Moggi, the central figure 
in the match-fixing scandal who 
is now serving a five-year sus-
pension from sport.

PSV down Bordeaux

Ferdinand reveals 
trophy torment

Inter suffer 
media 
mauling
 REUTERS, Milan

Italian media pilloried Inter Milan 
for their lack of self-control on 
Thursday after the Italian champi-
ons had two men sent off in a 2-0 
Champions League defeat by 
rivals Bayern Munich. 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic's pair of 
yellow cards and Fabio Grosso's 
straight red for elbowing Willy 
Sagnol in the face during 
Wednesday's match were the 
latest evidence, they said, of the 
team's tendency to self-destruct. 

Midfielder Patrick Vieira had 
already picked up red cards in 
Inter's Champions League opener 
against Sporting Lisbon and last 
week's Serie A match against AS 
Roma. 

"Inter, Are You Crazy?" asked 
the front page of Thursday's La 
Gazzetta dello Sport, which 
described how Ibrahimovic and 
Grosso's dismissals cards had 
"short-circuited" the team. 

"Inter put themselves in trou-
ble," ran the headline in Corriere 
dello Sport, while La Stampa 
settled for "Inter also lose face". 

The result left the team that 
Chelsea coach Jose Mourinho 
described earlier this month as "the 
best in the world" bottom of 
Champions League Group B with 
zero points from two matches. 

With home and away fixtures 
against Spartak Moscow, a home 
match with Sporting Lisbon and a 
trip to Germany to play Bayern still 
to come, the team face a battle to 
qualify for the knockout phase of 
the competition. 

Ibrahimovic's strike partner, 
Hernan Crespo, said he was confi-
dent the team could still go 
through. 

"We've still got time to sort 
things out. If we can take nine 
points from the next three games, 
then we can go to Bayern with a lot 
of confidence," the Argentine was 
quoted as saying in La Gazzetta 
dello Sport 

"Of course, if we manage to 
finish a match with 11 men it will 
make life easier for ourselves too." 

Inter coach Roberto Mancini 
also tried to put a positive spin on 
the result, reminding his players 
that back-to-back wins in their next 
two matches against Spartak could 
lift them up to second place. 

History, however, suggests that 
a good run in the competition is 
unlikely. 

Only four teams have managed 
to qualify from their group after 
losing their first two matches -- 
Dynamo Kiev in 1999-2000, 
Newcastle and Bayer Leverkusen 
in the 2002-03 season, and Werder 
Bremen last season -- and none of 
them went further than the last 16. 

FIXTURES 


	Page 1

