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Tourism Industry in Bangladesh

Dr. Mahfuzul Haque

Tourism (s the single largest and fast expanding industry in the present day. This industry has
been developing rapidly since last half of the past century. The number of tourists all aver the
world was anly 2 crore in 1950, which rose to 80 crore in 2005 with a difference of 55 years and
expacted to rise o 160 crore in 2020. The income from this industry in 2003 was Tk. 34 lakh
crore. There are many countries in the world whose lion's share of income in foreign currency
comes from tourism industry.

This industry has a remarkable contribution in creating job opportunity, alleviating poverty and
profitable investment. According to World Travel and Tourism Council (WTTC), about 25 erore 50
lakh people were engaged In this industry in 2002. The Council anticipates, this number will be
rise to 38 crore in 2006 and within this time the investment will not be less than Tk. 1,04,00000
thousand crore in tourism industry which is 11.1% of the world investment.

Tourism provides not only aconomic prosperity but also provides people with the opportunity to
anrich themselves with new experience, enjoy the rare attractive things of ather counfries anc
gather knowledge about them. It is being a process of respectful to the foreign cullure, make
friendship among different countries contributing a lot to creating assistance and peace all over
the world.

There is a vast potentiality to develop this industry in Bangladesh. This country has long tradition
to accepl the peaple from far and near for ages with enchanting natural beauty, archaeological
and historical manuments, colourful culture and friendly people. A speech of such a tourist There
are many ways to enter Bangladesh but there s not a single ane to exit'.

Tourism industry in Bangladesh started its journey at the time of the establishment of Bangladesh
Parjatan Corporation in 1973. Till now about 85 crore taka has been invested in tourism
infrastructural development sector through government loan, grants and self-finance. Bangladesh
has developed infrastructural sector like hotel, motal, road, culvert, electricity, fuel and transport
which is the precondition to develop tourism industry. Now it is possible to reach most of the
remote areas of Bangladesh through surface road. The luxurious transports are available in
surface road, which make the journey comfortable and safe. The journey from one city to another
through intar city express train has squeezed the time of journey. Thus an environment of safe
and ¢omfortable visit to the places of tourist attractions in the country has been improved and
expanded,

Although Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation started its journay in 1973, the real tourism structural
development has been started in 1976. A package programme was taken in 1991 to implement
facllities in the country. Hotels/ Motels and Restaurants have been established in Kuakata,
Mongla, Teknaf and Dinajpur under the above package programme. A National Tourism Poliey
was declargd n 1992 (o encourage investmant of the invastars of home and abroad (o creale
tourism Infrastructure in Bangladesh. Under the National Policy, a national tourism council has
been formed headed by the Hon'ble Prime Minister.

Within the continued endeavor of establishing tourism infrastructure, the Government
implemented infrastructura development plan for four yaars from 2001 to 2006 has brightened the
tourism map of Bangladesh. During the above plan period, a luxurious motel in Bogra, the
gateway of northern part of the country, famous as the capital Mahasthangarh of ancient Bengal,
Parjatan motel at Benapole, the largest land port of Bangladesh; and Parjatan Tourist Centre and
Rastaurant at Sagardari, the birth place of the great poet Michael Modhushudan Dutta have been
constructed and all are under operation. The main centre of ecotourism in Bangladesh Is at the
Chittagong Hill districts. Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation has constructed two Parjatan moteals at
Khagrachhari and Bandarban to expose the enchanting natural scenery and the colourful culture
of the tribal people of this area in the minds of the other peaple. Besides, five modern luxurious
coltages have been constructad at Cox's Bazar, they are named as Tonima., Tonmoy. Totini,
Tarongo and Tapati.

The government is not lagging behind in constructing tourism Infrastructure under the joint
venture project. A children's park with ultramodern rides has already been built on BOT (Build,
QOperate and Transfer) basis on the adjacent land near Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation Motel at
Sylhet. This children’s park built by Sylhet Shishu Park Limited has turmed into a fantasy world to
the children in Sylhet.

Another notable example of Government and private sector initiative is to make Foy's Lake at
Chittagong as the international tourism and entertainment centre. The artificial water reservoir of
aye-calching Foy's Lake created by the Raillway Engineer, Mr. Foy in 1925 making blockade
betwean two hills was left uncared for many days. Under the initiative of the government a
fripartite contact between Bangladesh Railway, Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation and Concord
Entertainment Company was signed fo turn it into a main attraction of entertainment for the
tourists from home and abroad. Concord Entertainment Company has taken an ambitious plan of
Tk. 100 crore to construct tourism and entertainment infrastructure at Foy's Lake. The first phase
of the plan has already been implemented. After the final implementation of the plan, all sorts of
facilities of entertainment will be available here.

Not only the construction of international standard tourism and entertainment centre at Foy's
Lake bul also Bangladesh Railway and Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation will be economically
benefited from this project. Accarding to the contract Bangladesh Railway has earned Tk, 16.60
lakh and Tk. 4.92 lakh and Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation has earned Tk. B.34 lakh and Tk.
2.46 lakh as lease money and gate money respectively from Concord Entertainment Company.

Anather example to Include the private entreprenaurs in tourism industry is o lease out same
hotels/motels of Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation to private management. 'Motel Upal® and
'Labanee’ al Cox's Bazar, Parjatan Motel at Sylhet and Parjatan Motel and entertainment centre
at Bandarban and 'Mary Anderson' at Narayangonj are being run by the Private Management.
Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation has earned Tk. 4 crore and 75 lakh as lease money by leasing
out these projects.

The flow of tourist arrival in the country is steadily increasing. Tourists arrival as recorded are
2.44 |akh in 2003, which was increased to 2.71 lakh In 2004 and to 2.75 lakh in 2005, At the
same lime, the income in foreign currency of the country from this sector was Tk. 320 crore, Tk.
396 crore and 449 core respectively in 2003, 2004 and 2005.

The government has a far reaching plan to develop tourism indusiry of Bangladesh. In this plan,
the construction of atourist motel and a youth [nn at Kuakata, collection of two tourist coaches,
construction of lourist center at Moulvibazar, construction of tourist center at Jaaflang,
construction of Ethnic village at Gazipur, intraducing snacks corner and toilet facilities at Kantajee
temple, expansion of Dinajpur Parjatan Motel, Establishment of tourist facilities at Tangan
Barrage, Declaration of Special Tourist Zone at Inani Sea Beach and construction of Parjatan
Motel at Tishikhali Majar premises, Natore are the most important projects to mention.

If the present policy of the government to develop taurism industry continues, it is expected that
Bangladesh will undoubtedly be able to hold a modest place in the tourist map of South Asia.

Writer : The Chairman, Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation
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