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Gourse on cooking
changes lives

WAHIDA MiTU

When the youths are finding it
very difficult to get a good job
despite having university
degrees, a hospitality training
institute brings hope for them to
become self-reliant.

Mohammad Kamruzzaman
passed HSC a few years ago and
he did not enrol in any university.
But now he is confident of getting a
lucrative job abroad just because he
has obtained a diploma from Tommy
Miah's Institute of Hospitality
Management.

After passing HSC when
Kamruzzaman was planning to
fix his aim, one of his friends, who
now works in Radisson Water
Garden Hotel, advised him to get
admitted in Tommy Miah's

Institute to take a diploma course.
Impressed by his friend's idea he
decided to take cooking as his
career and enroled in the institute.
He has recently completed his one-
year diploma course on Food and
Beverage, Cooking and
Preparation from the institute.

"As a career food and
beverage has high demand both
in national and international level
in the present context. So |
decided to become a chef," said
Kamruzzaman who received his
diploma certificate at a function
yesterday.

"Skill, certificate and
experience help one to get work
permit and visa for foreign job. |
think | have the skill and the
certificate from Tommy Miah's
Institute approved by City &
Guild, UK, which is a renowned

international institute. For
gathering experience | will start
my career at home and after one
year's experience | will try my luck
abroad," he added.

Along with Kamruzzaman, 65
students with the similar
expectation sat for the examination
on hospitality from Tommy Miah's
Institute affiliated with City & Guild
UK. All of them qualified and are
now preparing for starting their
career as chef.

"The fresh chefs have learnt to
cook delicious foods, hygiene,
food safety at work, kitchen
organisation and food nutrition,"
said Rubina H. Farouq, head of
the institute.

The institute was founded in
August 2004 and got affiliation
from the City & Guild, UK in
November 2006.

Although a total of 280
students participated in the one-
year diploma course on Food and
Beverage, Cooking and
Preparation, 65 of them qualified
for the international level
certificate recognised by the City
& Guild, UK.

Steven Bridges, deputy high
commissioner of British High
Commission, Dhaka, and
Richard Sunderland, deputy
director of British Council, were
present as special guests at the
certificate-giving ceremony.

Master chef Tommy Miah,
chairman of the institute, Satyaijit
Sarkar, representative of City &
Guild, UK, Zulfia Asaf Dowla,
external verifier of City & Guild
and Rizwan Bin Farouq,
managing director of the institute,
were also present.
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Successful participants and organisers pose for a picture at a certificate giving ceremony.

Underpass at Shahbagh
remains far cry

Mayor unveils plans for two foot bridges but shelves plan to build
underpass at Shahbagh where accidents are rampant

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON

Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
mayor has finally inaugurated
construction work of two foot-
over-bridges at Paribagh and
Karwan Bazar, but his promise
to construct two underpasses at
Shahbagh and Banglamotor
remained far away from reality.

The mayor Sadeque Hossain
Khoka said they have
completed all preparatory work
for the two underpasses and the
project is now awaiting
government funds.

"I am wiling to keep my
promise, but the project
involves a big investment and
the DCC does not have the
ability to fund it; so it is taking
time," Khoka said.

The mayor had assured
Dhaka University (DU) students
that he would construct an
underpass at Shahbagh within
three months following a
massive protest by them after
one of their mates Mobarak
Hossain, a first year
management (Hons) student
was run over by a bus at the
Shahbagh crossing on May 8,
this year.

Construction of two under
passes at Shahbagh and
Banglamotor and a foot over
bridge at Paribagh was under
the same project. A private bank

People crossing road at a busy intersection exposing themselves to accidents.

came forward to finance the two
foot-over-bridges at Paribagh
and Karwan Bazar (Hotel
Sonagaon intersection).

The construction of two
under passes would cost Tk. 24
crore.

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) may not be able start
construction of the underpass at
Shahbagh during the tenure of
this government as it is still
awaiting planning commission
approval.

The three-month time period
promised by the mayor has
ended, and there is no sign of
him keeping his promise.

The DCC has not assigned
consultant for feasibility study
as yet. And the project would
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delay more as the government
has only two more months to
complete its tenure, said a DCC
official.

"DCC will fund the feasibility
study but the funding for the
project itself should come from
the finance ministry," he added.

The mayor said that they are
looking for financier for the two
underpasses as well.

"If we find a financier for the
project, similar to the two foot-
over bridges at Paribagh and
Karwan Bazar, they would be
more than welcome and the
problem would be solved much
quicker," said the mayor.

Following the DU student
protest after Mobarak Hossain's
death four speed breakers were
set at four points at Shahbagh,
but vehicles continue to ply
recklessly.

A year before Mobarak's
death, on May 28, 2005,
Shammi Akhtar Happy, a third-
year student of psychology was
killed in the same manner at the
same place.

In a span of seven years,
eight students of the university
were killed in road accidents,
triggering violent protests on the
campus. But very little of their
demands were met.

Dhaka: Yesterday....
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Litterateur Humaun Ahmed. | was
very active in student politics.
Later | changed my course of
study to Economics.

SC: What memory of Dhaka do
you cherish most?

AB: The beauty of DU campus,
the day | joined the department of
Economics, which was August 10,
1982.

SC: How have the changes in the
city affected your life?

AB: | see three big changes in
Dhaka - increasing population,
growing physical infrastructures
and emerging posh areas. These
changes do not affect me posi-
tively.

SC: Which part or what in Dhaka
you are proud of?

AB: | am not proud of Dhaka as a
city. The rural areas are more
attractive. When | come to Dhaka
from elsewhere, | could smell the

heavy, polluted air when
approaching the city. It is
unpleasant and unwelcoming.

But when | see it as a historical
place and the capital, the feeling
is different. The DU campus,
Modhur Canteen, the role of
Dhaka in the Language
Movement of 1952 and the
Liberation War of 1971 are things
to be proud of.

| am proud of the resilience
power of the people of Dhaka,
with their great skills, courage and
ability to cope with the tough life
the city proffers.

Old Dhaka presented a crude
picture of child labour on a visit |
made, in connection with my
research. Children were smolder-
ing glass bangles in a half-lit
place, with a ceiling so low that
they could hardly stand -- all for Tk
110 a week. There is no plan for
earthquake resistant structures in
the city. Everybody is happy
because the city has grown amid

such an array of dazzling shop-
ping malls.

SC: What do you envisage for
Dhakain the next 20 years?

AB: In the next 20 years the
population of Dhaka can go
beyond three crore because of
the population boom and migra-
tion. Most of them will be poor and
end up in slums, as squatters and
in no-income settlements. |If
inequality increases a social
upheaval may take place. So
plans for equal distribution have
to be made at national level. The
thoughts of Dhaka should be a
part of the thoughts about the
country.

Dr Abul Barkat, professor, Department of
Economics, Dhaka University; chief adviser
(Hon), Human Development Research
Centre and general secretary, Bangladesh
Economic Association spoke to Durdana
Ghias of Star City.

Authorities sleep over illegal
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the main road, he said, "l don't
know exactly. If we have permit-
ted anyone, we have done so in
consultation with the DMP. We
can allow it in some cases but
not at the cost of public inter-
ests."

DMP Commissioner SM
Mizanur Rahman said, "People
will definitely park their vehicles
on the street if the markets and
shopping malls do not have
parking space.”

"Even if some commercial
set-ups have car parking facili-
ties, they do not use it as parking
lot but rent out for commercial
purposes," he said.

Almost none of the markets
and shopping malls in the city

has parking lot, said the police
commissioner. "But it is the duty
of Rajuk to monitor such devia-
tions from construction rules
and punish the culprits."

"None of the high-rise buildings
along the Gulshan Avenue has
required parking facilities," said
DMP Deputy Commissioner
(Traffic South) Feroz Al Mujahid.

Parking lot at commercial
establishments in Gulshan
Avenue, Kemal Ataturk Avenue
and Dhanmondi area are used
for purposes other than car
parking.

The Regional Transport
Committee (RTC), headed by
the DMP commissioner, has
written to the Dhaka Transport
Coordination Board (DTCB) to

take measures to streamline
illegal parking in the city, said
Feroz.

"We are unable to tackle
illegal parking in the city mainly
because of fund constraints,"
said DTCB Additional Executive
Director Dr SM Saleh Uddin.

But presently, any builder of
new multi-storeyed buildings
have to obtain clearance from
the DTCB on parking provision
and assured smooth traffic flow
prior to approval of the design,
he said. "But the number of such
builders seeking DTCB clear-
anceis few."

Ahsania Mission Cancer & General
Hospital
9008919, 8051618

Apollo Hospitals Dhaka
9891680-4, 01713046684/85
Emergency no. 9896623, 0171409000

Bangladesh Medical College &
Hospital
9118202, 8115843

Central Hospital
9660015-19,

China Bangla Hospital (JV) Ltd
8913674

Dhaka Medical College Hospital
8626812-16

Gana Shasthyo Kendra
8617208, 8617383, 8620178,

Greenland Hospital
8912663

Gulshan Mother & Child Clinic
8822738, 8812992

health,busservices,airines&traintiming

Holy Family Hospital
8311721-25

Islami Bank Hospital
9333739

Japan Bangladesh Friendship
Hospital
8828855, 8827575

Labaid Cardiac Hospital
8610793-8

Marie Stopes Clinic
8821874

Medinova Medical Services Ltd
8620353,

Monowara Hospital
8318135, 8319802

Pangu Hospital
9112150, 9113041

PG Hospital (BSMMU)
9614545-9, 9612550-4

Rashmono General Hospital
8317606, 9557354, 8317819
Ratan's Dental Clinic
9111090

Salimullah Medical College Hospital
7319002-6

Samorita Hospital Ltd
9131901

Shahid Suhrawardy Hospital
9122560-78

Shishu Hospital
8116061-2, 9119119

BLOOD BANK

Bangladesh Red Crescent Blood
Bank
9116563

Modern Clinic & Blood Center
9883948

Sandhani, Dhaka Medical College
9668690

Drooti
8014563

Eagle Paribahan
7101504

Green Line Paribahan
9339623, 9342580, 8353005

Hanif Enterprise
9120116

Keya Paribahan
7101894, 7101250, 9121280

Modern Enterprise
9123743

Neptune A/C Coach Service
7101945, 7101951, 9123092

Shohag Paribahan (Pvt) Ltd
9334152, 8316766, 8126293

Shoukhin Paribahan
8014397, 9001796

Silk Line
7102461

Shyamoli Paribahan
9333803
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lines Druk Air

Aeroflot 9862243, 9892862,
9559930, 9559111, Fax: 9563787 Emirates

Air India 9892801, 9885574-75
8617783, 8611929, Fax: 9670591 GMG Airlines

8825845-9, Airport Office:
8960404,8915699, Fax: 8826115

Gulf Air
9130123-5, Airport Office: 8914573

Indian Airlines Ltd
9555915, 9557813,
Kuwait Airways
9115182, 9118829

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
8917400-19 9560151, 9559610
Airport Office: 8917400, Fax:8913005

British Airways
8815111, Fax: 8815346,

Cathay Pacific
9557117, Fax: 9562667

Subarna Express Leaves Dhaka at 4:30 pm

Mahanagar Prabhati Leaves Dhaka at 7-30 am
Mahanagar Godhuli Leaves Dhaka at 3-15 pm
Turna Leaves Dhaka at 11-00 pm

Leaves Dhaka at 6-40 am
Leaves Dhaka at 12-45 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 9-45 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 7-00 am
Leaves Dhaka at 5-00 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 8-00 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 9-20 pm

Parabat Express
Joyantika Express
Upaban Express
Tista Express
Ekata Express
Upakul Express
Agnibeena Express

Malaysia Airlines
9888211-20

Airport Office: 8916953, Fax: 9890478

PIA
9349293-5, Fax: 9345300

Singapore Airlines
8811504-7, 9883259

Airport Office: 8911928, Fax: 8811503

Thai Airways
8314711-18, 8914343

Virgin Atlantic Airways
8816324-5, Fax: 9896481

Reaches Chittagong at 10:35 pm
Reaches Chittagong at 1-55 pm
Reaches Chittagong at 10-55 pm
Reaches Chittagong at 6-40 am
Reaches Sylhet at 2-30 pm
Reaches Sylhet at 9-20 pm
Reaches Sylhet at 6-40 am
Reaches Bahadurabad at 1-05 pm
Reaches Bahadurabad at 11-15
Reaches Noakhali at 5-00 am
Reaches Jagannath at 2-30 pm

Libraries, Cultural and

Information Centers
Central Public Library- 8626001-4,
Shishu Academy- 9564128
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673
Bangla Academy- 8619550
Islamic Foundation- 9550280,
9556407

Nazrul Institute- 9114602

Ford Foundation- 8116133
Alliance Francaise- 8611557
Information Resource Center, The
American Center - 8813440-4,
9886395-9

British Council- 8618867-8,
8618905-7

Community Development Library-
8113769, 8113604

Goethe Institute Int’l- Dhaka-
9126525-6

Indian Information Centre &
Cultural Library- 8850141-2
The Russian Cultural Centre-
9116314, 9118531, 9118314
Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125,
8112954, 8123412

Press Institute of Bangladesh
(PIB) 9330081-4
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