Caretaker govt to act

i

agains

t agitation

PM warns against 'chaos' during interim govt period

UNB, Banaira, Comilla

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has
said the caretaker government will
be forced to take tough action if any
party tries to launch agitation or
create chaos during the interim
period.

Addressing a public meeting at
Barura College ground yesterday,
she eriticised the opposition for its
plan to stage agitation against the
nextcaretaker government.

"Caretaker government is a
constitutional government.,.1t will
be compelled to take stern action
against any agitation or indiscip-
line,"” said Khaleda, also the chair-

 personofthe BNP

In response to the opposition
leader’s call for people to come to
Dhaka wielding stick and oar
against the caretaker government,
Khaleda said, "At that time we will
not be in the government, but we

will remain in the country..we
want peace and we will not remain
silent.”

She said those who want to foil
the elections will be identified as
the enemies of the country and
democracy.

The prime minister reiterated
that the next elections would be
held in time in accordance with the
constitution and people are ready
to take partinit.

She reminded that the provision
of a nonparty caretaker govern-
ment has been incorporated in the
constitution according to the
opposition's demand, as they did
not want elections under a party
government.

"Now the opposition neither
accepts elections under a caretaker
government nor a party govern-
ment,” Khaleda said, adding that
peaple will thwart any move to
create constitutional vacuum

through chaos and indiscipline.

The BNP chief said the late
president Ziaur Rahman had
restored democracy and her gov-
ernment restored parliamentary
democracy that would be continu-
ingin thecountry.

She said the Awami League (AL)
government had' deprived the
country of having development for
five years as they introduced "the
reign ofterror”.

"People do not vote for them
(AL) as they are to face plights
whenever they (AL) come to power.
On the contrary, people time and
again voted for the BNP as it
ensured development and welfare
of the people,” Khaleda told her
audience.

In 2001 elections, she said,
people took a correct decision by
electing the BNP-led alliance by

two-thirds majority and claimed .

SEE PAGE 16 COL 7
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Rahman, Bangla Bhai
get death warrants

Seven days given to

4 condemned JMB

militants for decision to appeal

JULFIRAR ALT MANIK

Jail' authorities yesterday
informed four militant leaders
including Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) Chief Abdur
Rahman and his deputy Siddiqul
Islam alias Bangla Bhai of the
deathwarrants against them.

In the death reference case of
Jhalakathi judges killing, the High
Court (HC) has confirmed the trial
court's verdict condemning seven
JMB leaders to death. Of them, six

are behind bars while one is still at
large.

Meanwhile, two convicts--
Abdul Awal and Khaled Saifullah--

arepreparingtoappeal againstthe .

death penalty. The latter has
already submitted a mercy peti-
tion.

‘The jail authorities told four of
the six convicts about the death
warrants immediately after
receipt of the HC verdict copy.
Abdur Rahman and Bangla Bhal
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Downpour leaves
city streets
waterlogged

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Many parts of the capital went

continuous downpour during the

last four days, caused by the :
depression in the Bay, is disrupting :

city life, economic activities and

‘road communications.

Met office sources said they

recorded 63mm of rainfall in the :

capitalin 12 hours from 6:00am to
6:00pmyesterday.

Heavy rain across the countryis :
also likely today, and the situation :
would start to improve tomorrow, :

they forecast. -

Traffic movement was affected :
due to water-logging on many city :

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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ESearch on as toll
reaches 85

. More than a thousand still

under ankle- to knee-deepwaleras -

: missing in Bay

STAR REPORT

Death toll of the violent storm in
the Bay of Bengal reached 85 yes-
terday after the recoveryof 20 more
bodies while mare thanathousand
other fishermen are also feared

e

thelast four deys.

Coast guard sources and local
: people of the coast said the hope of
finding more floating bodies in the
sea is dissipating as the sea fishes
» would have devoured them. But

-

dead as they have been missing for.

the relatives of missing fishermen
and the local administration are
still searching for bodies in the sea.
Relatives of the missing ones were
still waiting on beaches for their
dear ones in different coastal areas
including Cox's Bazarand Kuakata.

Navy officer, Lt Commander
Firoz Kabir, who has been missing
since Tuesday night's storm, could
notbe traced till yesterdayevening.
The navy ship also cuuld not be
salvaged.

SEE PAGE !3 colL 1
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Former vice-chancellor of National University, Aftab Ahmed, Is being shifted to Combined Military Hospital from
Samarita Hospltal in the capital after unknown assailants shot him.

Ex-VC Aftab shot,

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unidentified assailants yesterday
shot Prof Aftab Ahmad, former vice-
chancellor (VC) of National
University and a senior professor of
political science at Dhaka
University (DU), leaving him criti-
cally injured.

Three unidentified assailants
shot Prof Aftab entering into his
third-floor residence on Fuller Road
beside the British Council on the
DU campus.

Prof Aftab was rushed to
Samorita Hospital with two bullet
hits--one inthe chestand one in the
hip.

Doctors stated his condition as
critical,

Later, Aftab was shifted to
Combined Military Hospital (CMH)
as his condition deteriorated,

critically wounded

"Prof Aftab needs immediate
surgery in the chest," Dr Prof ABM
Haroon of Samorita Hospital told
The Daily Star, adding that he was
shatfroma"veryshortrange®.

"We are not sure whether the
bullet pierced his heart ornot. Butif
the heart was pierced, he would not
have survived so long," Prof Haroon
said.

Prof Aftab's wife Noorjahan
Aftab told newsmen that three
persons wearing hats entered her
residence atabout 8:45pm and shot
her husband from a wery close
ange, :

*Iheardknocks on the doorwhen1
was working. As our domestic help
wsked who it was, one of the three
identified himself as one Sagir. He
said the Dhaka UniversityVC has sent
him to ProfAftab," Nootjahan said.
SER PAGE 15 COL 2

'Grenade' hurled
at Gulshan
building

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Unknown criminals hurled a gre-
nade at the gate of a multi-storied
building; owned by a BNP legisla-
tor, in Gulshan-2 in the city last

eveningbutit failed to explode,
"Theyheard something fall near
SEE PAGE 15COL 7

Ramadan begins
tomorrow

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The holymonth of Ramadan begins
tomorrow, as the new moon wasnol
sighted anywhere in the countiy
yesterday, according to the National
Moon Sighting Committee,
Thecommittee announced this
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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Heartiest Congratulations
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Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission

and it's

Chairman

For Initiative to Issue VOIP Licenses

and

Allowing RUIM for PSTN Operators

Bangladesh Telecom Operators Association (BTOA)




