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ULTURAL FEAS

Painting & Drawing
Exhibition of Quamrul
Hassan

Title: Quamrul Hassan in Line and
Colour

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Bengal Shilpalaya, House 275/F,
Road 27, Dhanmondi

Date: September 20-October 4
Time: 12:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Painting Exhibition

Title: Conventional Abstract

Artist: Abdus Salam

Venue: Dots Contemporary Art
Centre, 191/A, Haque Tower,
Tejgaon-Gulshan Link Road, Tejgaon
Date: September 16-30

Time: 11:00 am to 8:00 pm

Dance-Drama

Title: Battle of Bangladesh
Organised by: Bangladesh Ballet
Troupe

Venue: Kochikanchar Mela
Auditorium, 37/A Segunbagicha
Date & Time: September 20 at
6:30 pm

Exhibition

Title: Handicrafts Exhibition: Russia
Organised by: Russian
Compatritiots' Association of
Bangladesh

Venue: Russian Centre of Science
and Cultural, House 510, Road 7,
Dhanmondi

Date & Time: September 21 at
5:30 pm

Drama serial Kagojer Manush: From

Performing Arts

Amanul Huq: A 25 year long journey
with Bangladesh Ballet Troupe

KAVITA CHARANJI

I ODAY, the Bangladesh Ballet Troupe

celebrates its Silver Jubilee at the Central

Kochi Kanchar Mela Auditorium. Director
of the troupe, as well as composer and writer
Amanul Hugq is clearly on the go. His creativity is
undimmed as he traverses through villages in
search of ideas. Born out of his travels are his
composition of dance dramas Jalchhey Agun
Khetey Khamaray (based on the lives of farmers)
and Digantey Notun Shurjo, which centres on
labourers' lives. "I get my subjects through my
interactions with railway workers, labourers,
farmers and the nomadic Bedey (snake charm-
ers) people, among others," says Hug.

With around 35 students, at the Bangladesh
Ballet Troupe, Huq says, "the aim is to train aspir-
ing dancers in folk and classical (Manipuri,
Bharatnatyam) dance". To popularise dance, he
has also contributed articles on dance for
Banglapedia under the aegis of Bangladesh
Asiatic Society. He has a clear philosophy about
his goals. As he says, "My aim is to work for the
development of dance in Bangladesh--and this
includes reviving traditional dances, their preser-
vation and undertaking publication."

In 1968, he composed a dance drama,
Zulfigar, based on the life of National Poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam. Huq's versatility is apparent in other
dance dramas, such as My country, My Love and
Battle of Bangladesh (both based on the
Liberation War).

He has donned the role of music director for
four feature films, Dahan, Anya Jiban, Ami Nari
and Rani Khaler Shanko. Along the way he has
won several awards, such as the best music
director in the internationally reputed feature film,
Dahan by Bangladesh Film Journalists'
Association in 1985. Another such honour was
the award of a special certificate for music direc-
tion in the film Anya Jiban. Likewise, Hug bagged
the Bulbul Chowdhury Award (2003) from
Bangladesh Nritya Shilpi Sangstha.

Hagq has the distinction of chalking up 45 years
experience in the dance and music spheres. The
years have been eventful. In the early '50s, as a
young boy, he took music lessons under the
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guidance of Ustad Dinesh Chandra Malakar at
Sirajganj and Ustad Gopal Joardar at Pabna. He
then went on to complete a dance course of
Ghanshyam Rhythmic Art Centre, Karachi (from
1959-1966). From 1960-65 he trained in folk
dances of the then West Pakistan and classical
music from Ustad Golam Hussain, Ustad Sabbir
Hussain and Ustad Farida Khanum of Patiala

Though dance needs to gather momentum in
Bangladesh, particularly vis a vis spheres such
as art, music and theatre, Huqg has a hopeful eye
on the future. As he asserts, "The media--both

Amanul Huq and co artiste in a dance drama titled Zulfiqur based on the life of Kazi Nazrul Islam in 1968

Gharana. Since 1996 he has shifted his base to
Dhaka.

print and electronic--is a powerful instrument in

widening exposure to dance." Huq also nurtures

the ambition that schools and colleges will intro-
duce dance as part of their curriculum.

the pages of newspaper to TV

current events, trends and issues in
the most objective and unbiased
manner. While working on these
reports they often face tough chal-
lenges to the extent of risking life.
Kagojer Manush dramatises these
sensational stories published on
papers.

So far 26 episodes of series have
been finalised. Each episode will
present a different story. They epi-
sodes are: Dosh Taka, Lokogatha,
Tobuo Sahosh, Bhogoban ke Daki,
Lojja, Trail on Camera, Bokhate,
Upohash, Adim, Phera, Nolok, Hei
Samal Ho, Mukti, Rin, Krishnokoli,

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT newspaper reports as well as life and

works of journalists. Rtv will begin its

telecastfromtoday at 9:20 pm.
Journalists through newspapers

keep the nation informed about

Kagojer Manush, a new TV serial by
Maasranga Productions Ltd, features
stories based on and inspired by

Khopporand others.

Raisul Islam Asad, Fazlur
Rahman Babu, Amirul Islam
Chowdhury, Azad Abul Kalam,
Bonna Mirza, Tazin Ahmed,

Chandni and others have acted in
different episodes of the series.

The play is written by Asrafee
Mithu and Mahbub Hassan and
directed by Asrafee Mithu.

A scene from one of the episodes
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Artistes of Udichi Shilpi Gosthi, Comilla perform at a cultural programme at
the 10th district conference held recently in the town
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...I shoot for the whole night and in the morning |
get my crew working again

Nargis Akhter's films often deal with women's
struggle for existence in a man's world. Nargis
shot to fame with her debut film 'Meghla Akash'
(starring Shabana Azmi) in 2002. Her second
film 'Char Shotiner Ghar' also won audience
acclaim. Nargis has received a number of
national awards. 'Poush Masher Pirit' and
'Megher Koley Roud' are her upcoming movies.

A one-on-one conversation with Nargis:

Most treasured possession

My son Joy

Biggestregret...

My father passed away before he could see me as a
successful filmmaker

Favourite food...

Daal-bhat-bhorta, vegetable sandwich, chicken fry,
any soup item, noodles, ‘gosht' with paratha...l con-
sider myselfa 'foodie'

Things you aspire to do...

| would like to open an institute for women so that
they get propertraining in filmmaking.

The best compliment you have everreceived...

When | received six national awards for my first
movie.

Astrange practice...

When | am on the go, | shoot for the whole night and
inthe morning | get my crew working again

Favourite hang out places in Dhaka...

When I'm with my family | love hanging out at
Helvatia, when with friends Diti's house is the best
place to hang out

Where do you see yourself 10 years from now?

| had a major surgery recently after which | felt like |

--Nargis Akhter

was reborn. Since then | have learnt to appreciate the
present and not think about the future at all

Things people don't know about you...

I'm a very good cook and can fix a dinner for 50
people in a days notice. | am very particular about my
clothes and | always stick to my favourite brand of
makeup. | have to browse the internet for 2-3 hours
before going to bed every night. | have a circle of
friends whom | like keeping in touch with through text
messages.

Five things you absolutely hate...

Gossiping, two-faced people, disorganised individ-
uals, people always picking at others' mistakes,
incompetent and lazy people

Some memorable moments in your life

After my marriage, the first time | was sitting at the
dining table with my in laws, | realised how my position
had changed from being a daughter to a daughter in
law, my son's birth, the amount of warmth | received
when | went to Canada for a documentary.

Some of your favourite songs

Aar kotokaal (from the film Char shoteener ghor),
Ami brishtir kachh theke (by Subir Nandi), Tumi ki
ekhon dekhichho swapon amare (by Feroza Begum),
Ei duniya ekhon to ar (by Mitali Mukherji) and Emoni
borsha chhilo shedin

Favourite actors...

Kobori, Babita, Alamgir, Diti, Champa, llias
Kanchon, Riaz, Masud Ahmed, Moushumi, Shabnoor,
Purnima, Poppy, Shabana Azmi, Shahrukh Khan

Favourite activities...

Adda, work, long drives

‘Bush shooting film' gets critics' nod
at Toronto Film Festival

The unheralded Bella, Mexican-born director Alejandro
Gomez Monteverde's feature film debut, took the top
audience prize at the 31st Toronto International Film
Festival, while international critics gave an award to the
controversial British TV movie Death of a President,
which centres on a fictionalised assassination of
George W Bush.

Bella, a romantic film which tells the story of a former
Mexican soccer star turned chef (Mexican actor
Eduardo Verastegui) and a troubled waitress (American
stage actress Tammy Blanchard) whose lives converge
and turn upside down during a single day in New York,
was the surprise winner of the People's Choice Award
voted on by festival audiences.

British director Gabriel Range's Death of a President
stirred up a strong reaction even before it premiered at the
festival, but it won the Prize of the International Critics. The
jury of film critics cited the film "for the audacity with which it
distorts reality toreveal alarger truth."

Death of a President, which was bought by
Newmarket Films and is slated to air October 9 on an
offshoot of Britain's Channel 4 network, chronicles the
sniper shooting of Bush on October 19, 2007, during a
trip to Chicago and the ensuing investigation.

The film blends archival footage of Bush interspersed
with fierce anti-war protests and other fictional scenes
crafted by the filmmakers. Actors posing as administra-
tion officials and Secret Service agents were digitally
grafted into some images of the president and his entou-
rage. The filmmakers said they chose to use Bush rather
than substitute a fictitious president to heighten the

A scene from Death of a President

authenticity.

"I'm thrilled that the film is going to be shown in the-
aters both here and in the US in the near future," Range
said Saturday. "That's proof that people can see beyond
the premise and see that it's a film about this post-9/11
world thatwe live in."

The festival screened 352 films over 10 days and
closed last Saturday with the world premiere of British
director Michael Apted's Amazing Grace.

Source: CBS News
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