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ULTURAL FEAS

Painting & Drawing
Exhibition of Quamrul
Hassan

Title: Quamrul Hassan in Line and
Colour

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Bengal Shilpalaya, House 275/F,
Road 27, Dhanmondi

Date: September 20-October 4
Time: 12:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Musical Soiree

Title: “Gaaner Jharna Tolae
Artistes: Aditi Mohsin (Tagore
songs), Ferdous Ara (Nazrul songs),
Ashit Dey (Classical vocal) and
Shantanu (Santoor)

Organised by: UNESCO & Sadhona
Venue: Experimental Theatre,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Date & Time: September 19 at 7.00
pm

Painting Exhibition

Title: Conventional Abstract

Artist: Abdus Salam

Venue: Dots Contemporary Art
Centre, 191/A, Haque Tower,
Tejgaon-Gulshan Link Road, Tejgaon
Date: September 16-30

Time: 11:00 am to 8:00 pm

fan mail!

In our monthly fan mail section this
month we turn the spotlight on
veteran film actor Razzak.
Readers are invited to send in
questions by September 21 latest,
with their full name, address/email
at:

fan mail

Culture Page

19 Karwan Bazar

The Daily Star

Dhaka 1215

or

culture@thedailystar.net and
culture_dailystar@yahoo.com
Please note that the questions to
be published will be selected by
The Daily Star.

Exhibition
Light and shade in woodcuts

FAYzA HAQ

HE group show of eleven

young artists, "Impressions

of the mind", at Alliance
Francaise, is interesting indeed. It
brought together 35 woodcuts
done by the artists in two art work-
shops in 2006 and the year before.
Despite the youth and limited
experiences of the graphic work-
ers the prints were of a high stan-
dard. The work had been done
under the guidance of Mokhlesur
Rahman.

"My pleasure", by Neelima Afrin,
depicts a mother and child image
merged with happy memories of
childhood days in the villages with
boats and free flowing clouds. The
twirling and whirling fish in the
composition are in gray and white
against the black and white of the
main figures. "Fish" has two fish

presented in simple geometrical
way and depicts the joy of living
free in water. It is blue, red, black
and gray. Her "Self confidence"
portrays a young woman with inner
suffering, with only her courage
that sees her through this world.

Abu Bagr Siddique's "Yellow
river" brings the grain fields that
appear golden with the ripening
summer and autumn days. The
horizon has been brought too with
flecks. The paddy fields are
touched too with flecks of gold.
The greens and browns are
touched up with beige. Quaint little
birds are included in the composi-
tion. "Moment", a semi abstract
creation catches the moment of
tension in a young woman waiting
for her friend in a restaurant. An
apple and bottle are shown on the
table while her limbs are depicted
as larger than life.

Sunflower by Bishwajit Goshwami (L) and Awaiting by Shahida Parveen

The masks that men wear, so to
say, in society is the subject of one
of the prints by Kazi Nargis Afroja.
"We wear these masks in our
homes and professional lives,"
Nargis says. The masks have
different colours in them, with blue
and red predominating. One bears
an angry impression while the
other delineates peace. In her
"Trishul" she has broughtin Durga,
the goddess, in a festival gone by
when there was the terrible earth-
quake in Pakistan and political
upheaval in Bangladesh. This
holds up the mirror to the global
disasters.

Sonia Parveen's "Enlightened"
depicts mankind's development,
with ocean waves and burning
light. Similarly semi abstract is
"Imprisoned" which delineates the
limitations of women, despite their
education.

"Awaiting" by Shahida Parveen
brings in a kingfisher waiting for a
fish, sitting on a branch of tree,
with impressions of leaves in the
backdrop. Shahida has also done
a portrait of "Dadu" the oldest
model of the Institute of Fine Arts
DU.

There is also the inclusion of a
work by Mukhlesur Rahman. This
is called "Secretion of a meadow"
and depicts life in muddy waters
with grass and earthy patches.
Speaking about the workshops,
Mukhles said, "After my solo at
Bengal Foundation, young artists
came to me to guide them and |
eventually held the workshops. At
first | worked in Jessore with suc-
cess and later | did the same in
Dhaka. | told the young enthusi-
asts that woodcut was even sim-
pler than painting although one
has to work hard atit."

Cultural programme

Remembering Shamsur
Rahman and Nitun Kundu

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Wrishiz Shilpi Gosthi organised a
cultural evening in remembrance
of poet Shamsur Rahman and
artist Nitun Kundu on September
17. The event took place at Mukto
Mancho, Bangladesh Shishu
Academy.

Nitun Kundu, famed sculptor of
Shabash Bangladesh on Rajshahi
University campus (a tribute to the
martyrs of the Liberation War),
passed away at the BIRDEM
Cardiac Hospital at September 15.
Apart from the Shabash Bangla-
desh, his other notable works
include the Saarc Fountain at
Karwan Bazar and the fountain in

front of the High Court in Dhaka,
and the Sampan at Chittagong
Airport.

At the event two artistes from
West Bengal -- Shubhendu Maiti
and Taposhi Ray Chowdhury --
were honoured. Shubhendu Maiti
performed his newly written num-
ber Jol tol tol taalpukurey followed
by Tomar lagiyare gharbari
chharilam. Taposhi Ray
Chowdhury performed four songs
starting with Kutum kutum shobai
kutum followed by a Lalon song Ki
shondhane jai.

Noted artiste Fakir Alamgir
performed songs -- Ajo achhey
ektaara, Manusher majhey

boshobash, Mayer ekdhar dudher

daam and one of his all time hits O
Sakhina gesosh kina bhuila
amare.

Others performing at the
programme were Pagla Bablu,
Bipul Bhattacharji, Shanta
Sharkar, Kanon Bala, Shoma Ray
and artists of Wrishiz and Udichi
Shilpa Ghosthi.

Kamal Lohani was the chief
guest of the event. Also present
were Golam Kuddus, Dr Zahid
Hossain Prodhan, Indra Mohan
Rajbongshi and Mahmud Selim.
Fakir Alamgir presided over the
programme.

From L-R: Subhendu Maiti, Fakir Alamgir and Taposhi Ray Chowdhury at the event

34th BACHSAS
Award
announced

The 34th BACHSAS award was
announced on Saturday last, at the
Bangladesh China Friendship
Centre, says a press release.

This year 84 artistes in the enter-
tainment world received the award.
Eminent singer Runa Laila won the
Lifetime Achievement Award while
film director Amjad Hossain was
honoured for his contribution to
Bangladeshifilms.

Film actors Moushumi and llias
Kanchan received the awards for
best actress and actor respectively.
Apart from films, artistes from TV,
music and dance arena as well as
athletes and social workers were
also awarded at the event. Zahid
Hasan and Bijori Barkatullah
received awards for best actor and
actress in a TV serial. Seasoned
dancer Zinnat Barkatullah received
an award for her contribution to the
artform.

The award giving ceremony also
featured dance and musical perfor-

Chit chat with Meem
Blossoming into a matured actress

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

"| first appeared on TV in 1991 in a
musical programme titled Hashi
Khushi. | was hardly six and TV world
was beyond comprehension," says
talented TV actress Meem.

From a child artiste to a profes-
sional actress, Meem's career graph
has been quite interesting. Though
Sharmin Shaka AKA Meem entered
the cultural arena as a child actress,
her mother always wanted her to be a
singer.

Meems first appearance in a TV
play was in Uthon in 1992, where she
portrayed a brief role with just one
word for dialogue -- Achhey." Her next
TV play Attoja in 1994 was a boost to
hercareer."

"After Attoja | acted in a film titled
Name of a River in 1996. | played a
village girl. It was quite an experience,"
says Meem. "After the film | worked in
several TV plays. But | consider the
lead role in Runai-er Diary (2004) as
my breakthrough performance."

Meem has received several

Fizzup CJFB award, Anyodin Impress

Telefilm Award and Phoolkoli award.
Currently studying at a private

university, Meem seems reluctant to

According to her, "I'm quite content
with the way things are going but |
don't see myself as a fulltime
actress."

Fat chance for skinny models

Giselle Bundchen, Kate Moss, Elle
MacPherson. They're every
designer's dream model.

But if these supermodels were to
try strutting down any runway at the
ongoing Madrid Fashion Week, they
would be told to take a hike.

Last week, organisers of the
show banned overly thin models,
with a body mass index (BMI) of less
than 18, from taking part in the
show. BMI is a measure of a per-
son's weight relative to their height,
with the healthy range of 18.5 to
24 .9for adults.

The Madrid Fashion Week
restrictions caused about 30 per
cent of models slated for the show to
be rejected, said the Association of
Fashion Designers of Spain.

With the estimated BMI of
Giselle, Kate and Elle standing at
18.2,16.9, and 17 respectively, they
would not have made the cut for the
show. The association said they
made the ruling after protests by
medical associations and women's
groups during last year's show.

The groups were unhappy that
young women were trying to copy

developing eating disorders.

That's why this time, the associa-
tion wanted to project an 'image of
beauty and good health', rather than
a waif-like, otherwise known as the
'crack-addict' look.

The decision was made as part of
a voluntary agreement with the
Madrid regional government, which
decided to intervene and pressure
organisers to hire women who could
be positive role models for girls
obsessed with being thin and prone
to starving themselves.

The ruling has caused outrage in
the modelling world, where being
thin is considered good, and being
ultra-thin is usually considered
great. Most models wear a size 0,
while most US women are size 12.

Eating-disorder activists said
many Spanish modelling agencies
and designers oppose the ban and
they had doubts whether the new
rules would be followed.

'If they don't go along with it, the
next step is to seek legislation, just
like with tobacco,’ said Carmen
Gonzalez of Spain's Association in
Defence of Attention for Anorexia

for such restrictions since the
1990s.

Source: Internet
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