to curb price
hike, militancy
if elected

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Leader of the Opposition Sheikh :
Hasina yesterday said she would :

Hasina pledges :

Opposition goes all out
against Hasan takeover

reduce price of everyday essentials,

curb militancy, increase power
production and bring real infra-
structure development in the
country if the Awami League (AL)-
led 14-party opposition combine is

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

High security,
no aggression

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Unlike all previous 14-party alli-

Hasina asks all to enforce blockade Wednesday,
hartal Thursday to realise elec

: STAFE CORRESPONDENT

! Leader of the Opposition Sheikh

Hasina yesterday called upon the

: people to throng the capital from

: all over the country on the day
. Justice KM Hasan will assume

ance programmes, government :
yesterday ensured the security of :
the Awami League-led alliance's !
rally with an army of around 20,000 -

law enforcers formin ix-tier :
A LN i R e : the present government will step

security system.

Paltan overflows
with people

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

office as the chief of the next care-
taker government, to make the
interim government unable to
function.

"Come to Dhaka, with whatever
you can in your hands, on the day

sEE PAGE 15 coL 1 - down and KM Hasan will assume

: office without realising our

: demands. We will see how Hasan-
: led caretaker government and

Aziz-led Election Commission

: continue functioning,” Hasina,
: also chief of the main opposition
: Awami League, roared from a

too small as a mammoth crowd :

thronged to join yesterday's grand

: Jamaat alliance survives then. We

rally organised by the 14-party :
: Khaleda Zia hands over power to

The gathering stretched to ;
Bangabandhu Avenue, Gulistan, :
: demands are not met," Hasina, a

opposition combine.

Paltan intersection, Nawabpur,

SEE PAGE 15COL 2 !

The historicPaltan Maidan seemed pa L e s

Maidan.
"We will also see how the BNP-

will see what comes out of what if

Justice Kivi Hasan as the chief of the
caretaker government and our

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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toral reforms
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PHOTO: STAR

Asection of the huge opposition grand rally held at Paltan Maidan in the capital yesterday. Leader of the Opposition

Sheikh Hasina, inset, addresses the rally.

International Agency & Local Currency Syndicated Financing of

US$ 61,000,000

--.»_rfp_r Pacific Bangladesh Telecom Limited

Arranger

citigroup!

Co-Arranger for International Tranche
# Infrastructure Development Company Limited, Bangladesh

Co-Arrangers for Local Currency Syndicated Finance Tranche

[@ Pubali Bank Limited

gPrime Bank Limited

Participating Institutions — US Dollar Tranche (US$ 30,000,000)

C|t|qrou6'f‘

{5

@

Citigroup, with the support of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation

Aty

Infrastructure Development Company limited, Bangladesh

Participating Institutions — Bangladesh Taka Tranche (US$ 31,000,000)
Agrani Bank, Bank Asia Limited, Citibank, N.A., Dutch-Bangla Bank Limited, Eastern Bank Limited, Export Import Bank of
Bangladesh Limited, Infrastructure Development Company Limited, Jamuna Bank Limited, Prime Bank Limited, Pubali Bank Limited,
Saudi-Bangladesh Industrial and Agricultural Investment Company Limited, Shahjalal Istami Bank Limited, The City Bank Limited, The
Premier Bank limited, Uttara Bank Limited

Agents

CITYCELL

Cfiit:orp International Limited - Intercreditor Agent, Citibank, N.A. - Security Agent & Account Bank, Eastern Bank Limited - Facility Agent (Domestic Tranche)
Bangladesh, September 2006
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POWER OUTAGE

RU students
block road,
vandalise
VC's house

RU CORRESPONDENT

Several hundred residential stu- .

“dents of different dormitories of :

Rajshahi University (RU) in afrenzy :
of outrage over power outages :
blocked traffic on the Dhaka- .
Rajshahi highway for two hours :
and vandalised several campus :
facilities at midnight Sunday :
including the residence of the vice :
chancellor (VC) of the university,
Agrani Bank RU branch, the :
second administrative building :
and the power regulatory office :
were other on-campus targets of

thestudents' wrath.
At around 11:00pm on Sunday, :
the students built fires with tyres :
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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No respite fro
power crisis

STAR REPORT

. The acute power crisis continues to

plague the country with no sign of
an immediate respite from load
shedding that hovered around
2,200 megawatts yesterday.

According to official count, it
was however not more than
1,100MW.

Power Development Board
(PDB) sources said that a couple of

: power units might resume opera-

tion within the nextweek.
Currently, as many as 19 units
remain shut down either for tech-

: nical glitches or for maintenance
: reasons, slashing the electricity-

generating capacity by 867 MW,
The 450-MW unit of

: Meghnaghat AES, which has been

‘ TMNSIE'UP

Cursrarely

closed for overhauling, will start
functioning later this month.

The 250-MW Barapukuiria plant
is another major installation that
ceased working three days ago due
to technical problems. The PDB is
not sure when this plant will start
working again. The costly coal-
fired plant has been tripping fre-
quently since it came into opera-
tion earlier this year.

Like the last several days, Dhaka
and other parts of the country were
experiencing frequent power
outages that in some places lasted
for about eight hours. Over the last
couple of days, the city dwellers
have been seeing the worst outages
inrecenttimes.

The demand for power in the

'SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Top 4 detaulters hold
31pc of total bad loans

10 top banks burdened with Tk 9,031cr

classified loans

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation (BPC), Bangladesh
Textile Mills Corporation (BTMC),
Autorickshaw Samabay Samity
(ASS) and Khulna Newsprint Mills
(KNM) are the four top loan
defaulters in 10 leading banks of
the country.

These four entities using gov-
ernment guarantee to obtain the
loans are holding 31 per cent of the

total defaulted loans of Tk 9,031
crore as of March this year, accord-
ingto Bangladesh Bank (BB) data.

Twenty top defaulters, includ-
ing these four, are responsible for
49 per cent of the total defaulted
loanswiththese banks.

BBE's Deputy Governor
Mohammad A Rumi Ali at a meet-
ing with these 10 banks asked them
to engage special teams for each of
the defaulters to speed up recovery
oftheloans.

Ali noted that many borrowers
have simultaneously defaulted on
loans with different banks. For
instance, Gaffar Food Production
Ltd is at once a simultaneous
defaulter with the City Bank,
Premier, IFIC and Islami banks. He
asked the banks to identify such
borrowers and notify the central
bankaboutthem.

The meeting with the 10 banks
was a follow-up of their meeting

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

ELECTION 2007
EU team seeks
security for

its observers

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The visiting European Union (EU)
mission yesterday sought security
for its election observers who are
likely to visit different polling
centres across the country during

thenext parliamentary election.
Led by Andrew Bruce, the EU
delegation met Home Secretary
Safar Raj Hossain at the ministryin
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

AL, BNP go at
each other in
JS over EC

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The parliament yesterday experi-
enced a debate between the ruling
BNP and main opposition Awami
League on the Election
Commission's method of work
regarding the next general election
scheduled fornext January,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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i Please visit

i Bashundhara
| Baridhara or River |
! View Project before |
1 taking the final
| decision for buying

i PlotorFiat,
\_ anywherein /
. DhakaGity .~ B
::,‘.‘::"

ear Banani, G

well-managed securit

Family Offer with Pri

Bashundhara Baridhara Project «

ulshan, & Baridhara Diplomatic Zone)RAJUK
PROVED Bashundhara Baridhara Project is adjacent to 300
ft. wide road at north and has 25-100 ft. wide ¢
network all around the project, all modern civic amenities and
an system. Renowned schools, colleges,
universities and hospitals of home and abroad have alre

started their operations at Bashundhara Baridhara Project.

¥ of Apartments at affordable

Please contact for booking :

EAST WEST PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT (PVT.) LTD
An Enterprise of Bashundham Group

shipeted road of the river Buriganga)

ady

Besides the plotsin
Bashundhara Baridhara &

Riverview Project bookin |

e

ol 150 4 b s

. prices arealso g . ARy
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Bashundhara Riverview Project
{(An aristocrate housing project near Bangladesh China Friendship Bridge adjacent to the south bank

Booking of Plot or Flat only at : y 000/' |

O DBH, IDLC & National Housing loan facility is available The rest amount Is payable

y Corporate Office : Bashundhara City Tower, Level - 11, 13/Ka/l, Panthapath, Dhaka - 1215, Phone : 8112775, 9125370, 9128810, 9112305, 8114506,
8112854, 9124260, 9111945, 8115921, 8115371, 8113182, 9112340, Fax: 9112497 E-mail; ewpd@bol-online.com Website : wwwbashundharagroup.com,
Motijheel Office ¢ Sena Kalyan Bhaban (4th Floor), 195, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000, Phone : 9553999, 7122612, 7123188, 9569793-4, Fax : 9569172,
Bashundhara Baridhara Site Office ; Plot # 12, Block-A, Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka-1229, Phone : 8814061, 6818728, 8814071, 9888845, Fax : 9896895,
River View Site Office : Hasnabad, Kzranigunj (Near Bangl:duh China, Friendship Bridge-Buriganga Bridge-1), Dhaka, Phone : 7419942:6

Per Katha Price Tk. 2,50,000/"' only. Tk. 4,8 00/" MonthlylInstallment

Per Katha, Electricity, Gas and Water supply facilities are available in the project. The projectis above the
flood level ind is adjacent to 300 ft. wide, 4 lane Dhaka-Mawa highway. 20-90 ft. wide internalcarpeted
road network and all civic amenities are available in the project.

The projectis only 2 miles in distance from the city centre Motijheel.

USA Office :

5300 West Sahara Ave. Suite 105
Las Vegas, Nevada - 89146, USA.
Toll Free : 1800-506-8344

Tel: 702-227- 8007

in 50 long-term

O Corporate Office & Motijheel of are full day closed
Cell:702:210-2839 Fax:702-253:1004 © Site Offices remain open everyday including Friday, Saturday, and any other Government Holidays

ce Discount at Bashundhara Baridhara & Riverview Project!
with each hooking of PLOT or FLAT hoth at Bashundhara Baridhara or Riverview Projects
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