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Debu Chowdhury speaks on
@ ecstasy of rhythm
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Painting & Drawing
Exhibition of Quamrul
Hassan

Title: Quamrul Hassan in Line and
Colour

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Bengal Shilpalaya, House 275/F,
Road 27, Dhanmondi

Date: September 20-October 4
Time: 12:00 pm to 8:00 pm

I
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Painting Exhibition

Title: Conventional Abstract

Artist: Abdus Salam

Venue: Dots Contemporary Art
Centre, 191/A, Haque Tower,
Tejgaon-Gulshan Link Road, Tejgaon
Date: September 16-30

Time: 11:00 am to 8:00 pm

Jean Luc Godard Film
Session

Organiser: Jahangirnagar Film

Society The Daily Star programmes that include folk songs ~ 1S€d people are deprived of basic ;
September 17: Dhaka 1215 (bauland jarigan), plays and dance.  rights and addressed how to resolve | would never I'eaw?
2:30 pm  Pierrot Le Fou or Bhumij has already performed theissue. Desper_ate Housew1ves,.
4:30 pm  In Praise of Love culture@thedailystar.net and Longoria told The Associ-
6:30 pm  Contempt culture_dailystar@yahoo.com ated Press. "l love doing
September 18: both (TV and film), but |
2:30 pm  Slow Motion Please note that the questions would never do another TV
5:00 pm  Sui to be published will be selected (R-L) Afroza Banu, Jayanta Chattapadhyay and a co-artiste in Daanpotro show after Desperate

Venue: German Cultural Centre,
House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi

Woodcut Exhibition

Title: Impression of Mind

Artists: Mokklesur Rahman & his
group

Venue: Alliance Frangaise de Dacca,
26 Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi

Date: September 14-20

Time: 9:00 am to 12:00 pm and 5:00
pm to 9:00 pm (except Saturday;

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

Chowdhury back on the mini

screen -- his magic fingers on the
tabla. Debu, admired by musicians
and eminent singers of the country
has returned to Bangladesh from
Europe and Canada after a hiatus of
20years.

"Even though | was abroad for a
long period, notaday passed by that|
did not wish | was back home!" say
Debu.

Debu's debut (excuse the pun) on
the screen started when he was in
college. In the documentary Muktir
Gaan, he was often seen at the back
of the run-down truck that the troupe
used to crisscross the war-torn
country. When the musical troupe
visited the camps, the young Debu
with ruffled hair accompanied them
with a madol or khol slung across his
neck. Even at an early age, he was
widely admired for his style and skill
as anaccompanist. Thatwas only the
beginning.

"As the Liberation War broke out,
we crossed over to India from
Chittagong. There we came in con-
tact with the artistes and organisers
of Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra and
the Liberation Council of Intelligen-
tsia. A nostalgic Debu says, "Master
filmmaker Satyajit Ray, novelist
Tarasankar Bandyo-padhyay and
other prominent personalities would
often come over to boost the morale
ofthe freedom fighters.

"Once in Kolkata | trained under
Pandit Radhakanta Nandi, the
unrivalled accompanist of the '70s
and '80s in Bengali songs. For six
years | trained under him. His master-
strokes, his permutations and combi-
nations, never failed to fascinate the
listeners. The unique tehais inter-
spersed with variations inspired me
greatly. That was what | tried to
emulate.”

After the Liberation War, he soon
settled in Dhaka and joined the
cultural circuit.

I T was a treat watching Debu

Debu Chowdhury during a performance

During his stellar career, Debu has
not only worked under eminent music
directors but also performed with
legends such as Hemanta
Mukherjee, Manna De, Satinath
Mukhopadhyay and noted artistes
such as Hoimanti Shukla to name a
few. For over 15 years he worked
almost exclusively with Runa Laila
during her performances across
India, Middle East and Europe. He
has also performed extensively in
UAE, USA and Canada with
renowned musicians. A deputy

director of Little Orchestra, he organ-
ised several music concerts, headed
by Ustad Mir Kasem Khan.

Arecipient of several international
accolades, such as the Asian Film
Academy Award and the 9th North
American Bangladesh Conference,
he has also performed for the Queen
Mother of England on the 250th
anniversary of London Hospital, and
for the Belgian Royalty at the Kings
Palace.

"It will not be an exaggeration to

say that during 1974-86, | was 'fairly
busy,' | believe, | recorded 8 out of
every 10 of the playbacks at that
time," smiles Debu.

According to him, music works in
an amazing range of rhythm and
fascination. The main features of a
tabla performance is to express
creativity to enhance the pleasure
and joy in music. The legendary
players always seemed to have this
passion embedded deep within their
souls. It is rhythm, which adds to a
new dimension to music.

"After my long absence from the
local music scene, it is heartening to
see that numerous channels have lit
up the screen.

"But there has been a drastic
reduction in the number of good tabla
players. At present there are not
more than six to seven top grade
commercial tabla players in our
country. Low budget and use of
synthesisers and keyboard have a
'synthetic' effect, distancing it from
the natural lyrical tunes. Our music
demands soothing tonal effects of
flute, sarod, sitaar etc. How can the
electric instruments compliment
that?" questions the talented player.

Maintaining a ritual of practicing
two hours on the tabla every morning
before recording sessions, Debu
finds no alternative to commitment,
practice and diligence. He goes to
great lengths to choose his instru-
ment carefully for each performance.
At his home, his set of tablas
customised for different concerts and
scales simply bear testimony to his
level of commitment.

His one wish is that the current
trend of revitalising our culture once
more sparks interest in the younger
generation into his world of tabla.
Once more may the country appre-
ciate and sway to the tune of the
fascinating rhythm.

'Paappunya’: An adaptation of
Tolstoy's 'The Power of Darkness'

ERSHAD KAmMoOL

Many of us are acquainted with Leo
Tolstoy's five-act play The Power of
Darkness, written in 1886, which
was long banned in Russia.
Apalling and gripping, The Power
of Darkness is a depiction of soci-
ety.

'Darkness' in the title points
dually to night and to evil. As in
many Greek tragedies there is a
quality of darkness (a general lack
of illumination); a dark spot on the
landscape, evil emerges from this
darkness. One crime leads to
another, which eventually leads to
a catastrophe. Until devastation
can be perceived no more. This
play is about ordinary individuals
caught up in an extraordinary cycle
of opportunistic self-loathing --
adultery, theft, murder, senseless
violence, and infanticide.

The Power of Darkness is the

A scene from the play

tragedy of sordid misery and dense
ignorance. It deals with a group of
peasants steeped in poverty and
utterignorance.

To make Tolstoy's tragedy more
contemporary to the urban audi-
ence of Bangladesh, in Paap-
punya, the characters are not
ordinary peasants but aristocrats.

Through the conversation
between a stranger, a father and
his offspring, Paappunya portrays
a dark side of the society -- here
everyone is greedy, hypocrite and
fraud.

But, there are many flaws of the
adaptation. If the target of the play
is to satire the contemporary soci-
ety, the names of the characters
should have resembled

Bangladeshi culture, as opposed
to using European names such as
David, Peter, Mary and Joseph.
Moreover, all of the actions take
place in a Church, which is not

credible.

Director Alak Ghose's approach is
realistic. He has successfully created
a few of the 'conflicts' successfully, but
many sequences needed to develop.

Parvez Ahmed has created a
realistic ambience of a 'Church’ with
the replica of the Holy Cross -- at the
centre of the backstage.

M Manzur Haider Chowdhury's
light design -- intensity, use of symbol-
ismand others --need todevelop.

Performance of the actors with
exception of Nazma Khatun and
Abdul Hadi were declamatory.
They need to develop acting skills.

Nandikar staged Paappunya at
the Experimental Theatre Stage on
September 15 as part of the
programme of staging theatre
performances of the troupes from
outside Dhaka.

fan mail!

In our monthly fan mail section
this month we turn the spotlighton
veteran film actor Razzak.
Readers are invited to send in
questions by September 21
latest, with their full name,
address/email at:

fan mail
Culture Page
19 Karwan Bazar

by The Daily Star.

Adaptation of Mark Twain's
story on Channel 1

Based on a story by the great
American writer Mark twain, the
play Daanpotro will be aired in
Bishwasahitya Shambhar series
today at 8:15 pm on Channel 1,
says a press release.

Noted filmmaker Abu Sayeed
places Twain's story in a
Bangladeshi setting with a simple
and multifarious presentation.
Rahad Abir is the scriptwriter.

Baharuddin, his wife Mili and

industrialist, appears to them as
the god of fortune as he let them
use his lavish house and wishes to
give all his belongings to them after
his death. Eventually Baharuddin
and his family move into the house
Rahman leaves them with. How
the family, coming from a humble
background get absorbed and lost
in the world of over-indulgence is
the message in the play.

The cast of the play includes
Jayanta Chattapadhyay, Afroza

Generating awareness

through plays

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Bhumij Foundation, a local NGO
based in Tala upazila, working for
the marginalised people, has
started an innovative cultural
programme to generate awareness
on social discrimination.

The NGO has been organising a
campaign featuring cultural

such laudable programmes at the
remote villages in Tala, Dumuria,
Paikgachha and Shyamnagar
upazilas.

Aplay titled Palkiwas staged by a
group of artistes (members of the
NGO in Dumuria upazila) on Sep-
tember 14 as part of the campaign.

The play depicted how marginal-

Eva Longoria says no more TV
after 'Desperate Housewives'

Eva Longoria says she's
done with television after
Desperate Housewives
ends.

The 31-year-old actress
said she loves the medium
of television and the rou-
tine it provides, but House-
wives will be her last
series.

Housewives."

Longoria, who plays
saucy Gabrielle Solis on
the ABC 'dramedy', can
next be seen on the big
screen in How | Met My
Boyfriend's Dead Fiancée,
duein 2007. She made her
mainstream movie debut
opposite Michael Douglas

in The Sentinel earlier this Eva Longoria

year.

The third season of Desperate Housewives begins September 24.

i g hil Maruf, Lini leadi
only 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm) ﬁalpc:)ryenlo\;g; ’ mlir(]jld\?;er%::sd"}%: Banu, Abul Kashem and others.
Masudur Rahman, a childless Local artistes perform in the play Palki Source: Internet
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