PM threatens
legal action
against chaos,
anarchy

UNB, Chapainawabgani

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day cautioned' that chaos and
anarchy in the name of movement
would not be tolerated and that
action would be taken under the
law of the land if anyone took the
lawinto one's own hands.

"BNP and alliance government
has come to power by a two-thirds
majority of people's vote, not on
mercy of anyone, So, any kind of
indiscipline and anarchy in the
country would not be tolerated,"
she told'a big public meeting at
Chapainawabganj.

She urged the opposition to
come to the path of peace shun-
ningthe path of chaosand anarchy,
in order to join in the country's
forward march following the
roadmap of development.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Proposal for
opposition day
in JS ignored
in report

STAFP CORRESPONDENT

Aparliamentary body has prepared
a report recommending some
amendments to tules of procedure
of the Jatiya Sangsad, rejecting vital
suggestions for introducing ‘oppo-
sition days' in parliament and
making opposition lawmakers
chiefs of parliamentary standing
comimnittees. :

The parliamentary standing
committee on rules of procedure
headed by Speaker Jamiruddin
Sircar has dropped its earlier deci-
sion to amend the rules of proce-
dure to allow sending the proposed
national budget to parliamentary
bodies for scrutiny, sources said.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Robbersloot
Tk 8 lakh from
bank in Ctg

Starr CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Armed robbers stabbed two cash-
iers and got away with Tk 8 lakh
from a bank exploding cocktails in
city's Halishaharareayesterday.
The robbery took place at
around 11:45am at the Halishahar
Housing Estate branch of Agrani
Bank in presence of at least 20
clientsalongside the bankofficials.
The branch had no police
posted there forsecurity.
Witnesses said the gang of
around 10 robbers came by two
SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

JUDICIARY SEPARATION

Bill gathers dust in JS

for govt's apathy

SHAKHAWAT LITON

The much-talked-about bill for
separation of the judiciary from the
executive has been gathering dust
in parliament for over six months
due to the government's insincer-
ity towards Supreme Court (SC)
directivesin this regard.

The possibilityof passage of the

(bill during the tenure of the current

parliament is also fading fast as its
last session will be prorogued on
September 27 with the parliamen-
tary body tasked with submitting a
scrutiny report on the bill having

made no move yet.

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Law, Justice and
Patliamentary Affairs held its last
meeting yesterday but did not
discuss the bill styled Code of
Criminal Procedure (Amendment)
Bill, 2006. The bill was the last on
themeetingagenda.

Committee member Justice
Mozammel Hugadmitted that they
did not discuss the bill at yester-
day'smeeting,

If the bill is not passed by the
parliament during its ongoing
session, its effectiveness will be

lapsed with dissolution of the
current parliament on October 27,
In that case, a new bill will have to
be moved innext parliamentwhich
will be formed after the next parlia-
mentary election scheduled for
Januarynextyear,

Sources said sensing the gov-
emment's stance for not passing
the bill, the parliamentary body,
which has held atleast six meetings
since the bill was sent to it for scru-
tiny on February 26, did not even
start the process of scrutinising the
bill.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

PHOTO; STAR

Garment Sramik Trade Union Kendra bring outa procession in the capital yesterday rejecting the new pay struc-
ture forreadymade garmentworkers proposed on Tuesday.

FNB wlorried at
Proshika staff

arrests

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Federation of NGOs in
Bangladesh (FNB) yesterday
expressed grave concern over the
indiscriminate arrest of Proshika
staff and asked the government to
make public thg reasons behind
the recent crackdown on the NGO.

In a press release of the federa-
tion, the NGO leaders also urged
not to make any such arrest or
harass any NGO of the country
withoutvalid grounds,

Around 200 offices of Proshika,
one of the leading NGOs of the
country, virtually remained closed
across the country for the last four
days due to the crackdown. Many
ofits panic-stricken stuffhave gone
into hiding fearing furtherarrests.

A meeting of the National
Executive Board of FNB on

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

EU mission for
talks to solve

reform disputes
Meets Justice KM Hasan
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The visiting European Union (EU)
mission yesterday stressed the
need for dialogue among the politi-
cal parties to solve disputes relat-
ing to reforms in the caretaker
government and Election
Commission.

The EU Observation
Exploratory Mission met former
president and Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh (BDB) chief Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury yesterday
atthe KCMemorial Clinic.

The EU team asked the BDB
leaders whether it would be useful,
feasible and advisable to send an

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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Phulbari coalmine

Hasina blames BNP for signing accord; Mosharraf,
Moudud say no agreement signed on 'mining’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leader of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina yesterday in parliament
locked homns with previous BNP
government's energy minister
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain
over the agreement on open-pit
coal mining signed with Asia
Energy.

Both Awami League (AL)
President Hasina and Mosharraf
showed documents in support of
theirarguments.

Mosharraf, now health minister,
and Law Minister Moudud Ahmed

said no government has signed any
agreement for open-pit coal min-
ingatPhulbari.

At one stage of the unscheduled
debate on point of order, BNP
lawmaker Moshiur Rahman
alleged that it was the AL govern-

ment that signed the agreement '

with Asia Energy and Hasina's son
SajibWazed Joy negotiated the deal
from London.

He said, "I can challenge that
the BNP government did not sign
any agreement with Asia Energy
and Iwill resign if1 fail to prove it."

During the debate, the opposi-

tion lawmakers also blasted the
government for police atrogities on
the AL leaders and workers during
their siege of Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) onTuesday.

In reply to Sheikh Selim's accu-
sation that the police harassed
women activists, even tried to strip
them, during the opposition's
PMO siege programme, Moshiur
said, "A fake picture was published
in a daily showing the woman
activist partially stripped due to

police beating.”

Just after Moshiur's speech,
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Indo-Bangla joint
visit of erosion-hit
areas from today

RASHIDUL HASAN

Water resources ministers of
Bangladesh and India for the first
time from today will start visiting
jointly the trans-border areas
affected by land' erosion by the
rivers shared by both countries.
The visit is designed to give the
ministers a first-hand experience
of the sufferings of the people of
those areas which spring from
natural calamities originating from
the raging rivers during the mon-
soon, diplomatic sourcessaid.
Bangladeshi Water Resources

Minister Hafizuddin Ahmed will
lead an li-member delegation,
while his Indian counterpart
Saifuddin Soz is expected to lead a
16-member Indian team, official
sourcessaid.”

The visit that will conclude on
September 21 will be followed by a
bilateral meetingin Dhaka.

"The joint team will start its visit
fram borderareas of Agortola, West
Bengal and Tripura,” a senior offi-
cial of the water resources ministry
told The Daily Star.

~ Bangladesh and India share 54
X SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Babar backs

cop action

Nasim not well yet,
Noor recovering fast
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

State Minister for Home Affairs
Lutfozzaman Babar threw his
weight behind the copsyesterday, a
day after the 'unprovoked' police
action on Awami League lawmak-
ers Mohammad Nasim and
Asaduzzaman Noor during the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
siege programme, arguing that
they were in fact forced to go into
action.

“No lawmaker is above law,"
Babar told reporters at his office
yesterday, “The police had no
choicebutto gointo action.”

The opposition activists joined
the programme with sticks and

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

"RMGWORKERS REJECT WAGE PLAN

Tougher movement
if not reviewed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

While workers organisations
rejected the proposed pay struc-
ture for the garment sector,
Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) yesterday
sought opinion from its members
about the possible impact of the
newwage.

Different workers' organisa-
tions representing the readymade

garment (RMG) sector yesterday
urged the National Wage Board to
reviewits proposal and warned ofa
tougher movement if the mini-
muim wage is not revised to an
acceptablelevel.

The organisations brought out
processions at Muktangon in the
capital and ‘tried to move towards
the wage commission office to lay
siege to it but police stopped them
atTopkhanacrossing.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Govt retreats
from case
dropping move

COURT CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday
appealed to withdraw the petitions
placed earlier forwithdrawal of two
cases filed against two brothers in
connection with possession of 520
bottles of the contraband syrup
Phensidyl.

Metropolitan Public Prosecutor
(PP) Abdullah Mahmud Hasan
submitted two separate petitions
on September 7 along with a home
ministry letter recommending
withdrawal of the cases saying the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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THE ABU DHABI GROUP was established in 1998 in the UAE capital Abu Dhabi.Over a short span of time, it has emerged as an economic powerhouse in the Middle East region. The Group oversees interests

l‘ across various sectors including the hospitality industry, construction, real estate development and management, banking, telecommunications, manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, drilling and company

representations. The investments are spread globally-across diverse markets like the US, Europe, GCC, Asia, the Far East and the UAE.

THE ABU DHABI GROUP is an establishment owned by His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan. The Group is responsible for the overall supervision and reporting
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H. E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
Founder Chairman, Bank Alfalah Limited

Head Office : 5 Rajuk Avenue, Motijheel, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh

of the performance of all investments and across all markets under its fold.

Phone: 7168821, Fax: 88 02 7168934

hopes of bringing a fresh perspective and never-before-experience in Banking to Bangladesh.

Gulshan Branch: 168 Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka 1212
Phone: 88 02 8861848, 8861704, 8854334, 9886743

The Caring Bank
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- BANK ALFALAH LIMITED &

Bank Alfalah Limited, a concern of The Abu Dhabi Group, was incorporated in 1997. It has emerged as the premier private
commercial bank with a product portfolio ranging from Credit Cards, Deposit Schemes, ATM Services, Money-gram Services, Home
Loans and other financing schemes. With a network of 150 branches globally and now venturing into Bangladesh with an aspiration

to gain a firm footing on the National Economy by focusing on integrity, stability and providing excellent value to its customers in the
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H. E. Sheikh Hamdan Bin Mubarak Al Nahayan
Chairman, Bank Alfalah Limited

Agrabad Branch: 57 Agrabad C.A, Chittagong
Phone:88 031 2510481-5

E-mail: information@bankalfalah.com.bd
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