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r avoiding by-

d decentralisa-
tive power and
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Apower is very much
n the capital now.
s ag o special guest
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ite for black money
gs. She also urged
didates not to buy

nut that politicians
ostiages (o bureau-
‘the bureaucrats
stration, they are
ed for corruption,

el upon the people to
sistarce aguinst black
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I raise the slogan
not elect corrupt
edia can play a vital
praviding informa-
‘backgrounds of
| about cases of
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doker said the people
e honest and competent
teswillbe elected.

2lol Fingue criticised the EC
réjecting the European
Commission offer of providing
t ballot boxes, without
itsimportance,

“Eivil sokiety should come
forward 'with. more courdge, and
the caneept that there is no final
word in politics should be ban-
ished from ‘the country, Haque
sald. A8

He also said the vision paper
should 'be prepared in phases
otherwise itwill not be effective.

Afzal Hossain said we want a
terror free society and a black
muneyﬁanpm'liumem.

Ie wrged political [eaders to
speak out in party meetings about
the deliberutions of the regional
dialogues. He said the intruders in
palitiesare the main culpritsas real
politigians work for the country
and Wantdevelopment. He said the

clial & have been successful
* iriel froped that such inftiatives will |
dlso Sticeeed in the futire.

Praf Anisuzzinan said, "We
wantto setfcctive parlinment
and w in the country” He

pointed' out that a section of the
people hecame rich suddenly
throtgh pelitics while many peo-
ple went bankrupt in the political
struggle.

"We want to see how much of
the political parties' pledges have
been implemented,® he said add-
in, b requires accountability
government.

. Umging the politicians not to
nominate black money holders in

the els n, Anisuzzaman further
 saidl, "We should also see whether
\the gandidates played any negative

gingtheliberation war”

gid the discrepancies
‘men and women, poor
rich should be minimised. He
asked gitizens to exercise their

s General (retd) Moinul
Cwehuiry urged the people
competent candidates on
. af eharacter and not on
sofwealthorinfluence.

d foreign diplomats often
olved in the country's
domestic affairs, which is regretta-

ressed the need for com-

petent @l tizens as well as compe-

tent candidates.

macratic practice will not

secessful without removing
on and terorisim from the

‘soclety he said adding that the

- political situation in the country is
deteriprating day by day. "Now
- po is a mix of democracy,
thu; yandeorruption.”

itor of the Prothom Alo
- Motiug Rahman expressed doubts
 that the next election might not be
all as the conflict between
‘two major palitical fronts cul-
ed to the worst level. "There
tlya congeninfatmospherein

~the palitical arena for holding
- dialogies.”
Pl > .

tthe lackof eonfidence
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n? ‘General Secretary
aidul Quader last night visited
Saber and described the attack on
nattempton hislife,
iint General Seeretary Syed
alytl Islam, city AL General
ftary Mofazzel Hossain
iowdhury Maya, among others,
00 see Saher,
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orms possible

will continue and the outcome of
15 regional level dialogues will be
placed before political leaders, FHe
hoped that the political parties will
incorporite the recommendations
that came out of the dialogues in
thelr election manifestos.

He said civil society leaders will
sit soon with leaders of major
political parties and place the
recommendations before them,
Dedicated and competent trends
in the political parties have been
strengthened by the dialogues, he
observed.

He categarically said elvil soci-
ety members have no intention to
be candidates in the next election
but they wani to strengthen the
demaocratic process in the country.
Another objective of the dialogues
is to restore respect for politicians
inthe publicmind, he pointed out.

Advocate khokon Shaha, gen-
eral secretary of Norayangan] city
Awami league, demanded electoral
reforms before the next election.
He pointed out that polities has
been under the control of a few
officials of the army since the 1975
coup,

He also demanded separationof
the judiciary rom the executive
branch of the government and an
independent anti corruption
commission.

President of Narayanganj City
Awami League Anwar Hossain,
Montoo Ghos of the Cormmunist
Party of Bangladesh, Office
Secretary of District BNP Zannatul
Ferdous, Delwar Hossain Chunnu
of Gono Forum, Shafiuddin Ahmed
of Workers Party, Advocate
Mahbubur Rahman Ismail of BSD,
President of Narayanganj City NAP
Nurul Kabir, Convener ofl
Narayanganj City Bikalpa Dhara
ATM Kamal, former MP Golam
Murshid Farugi, President of
Narayangan] Press Club Ruman
Reza, Tofazzel Hossain, Abdul Hal,
Rafiur Rabbi, Dulal Shaha, Shukur
Mahmud, Ahsanul Karim
Chowdhury, Mahmuda Mala,
Golam Mostafa, Advocate Awlad
Hossian, Komol Kanti Shaha,
Khondoker Anwar Hossain,
Chandan Shil, Halim Azad, Sheikh
Haider Ali, MK Mannan, fahanara
Akhter, Khodeza Khanom Nasteen,
Ranu Khondoker, Advocate Sacia
Afroz, Rashida Akhter, Al Amin,
Alnuddin Chowdhury, Anis Ahmed,
Mobarak Hossain Rana, Rekha
Chowdhury, Munir Chowdhury,
Kawsar Uddin Ahmed, ASM
Shafiqul Islam, Reazur Rahman,
salaimuany Chowdhury, Mon:
| “Bhig Talukder+A
Hossain Alauddin Chowdhury, and
Advocate Marina Begum also took
partinthe discussion.

50 injured
in B'baria
clash

Ounr CORRESPONDENT, B' baria

Atleast 50 people were injured in
a clash over land dispute in
Sarail upazila of the district
yesterday.

Accarding to sources, the clash
between the villagers of Sayediula
and Hadistula ensued in the morn-
ing when hoth sides tried to tuke
control of the land. The clash
started at 10:00am and lasted for
three hours, leaving 50 peaple
injured.

On information, Sarail police
wenl to the spot, fired blank shots
and dispersed the clashing
Broups,

The injured were given first aid
at Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital,
Sarail Upazila Health Complexand
privetclinics.

No case was filed until filing of
this reportasof 7:45pm.

7 killed
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Utiara around F:00am on Friday,

Police said Igbal died on the
spot and the injured were admitted
o differentlocal elinics,

In another imcident, three-year-
old Arafat was killed when he was
hit by & traln &t Rasulbagh in
Tejgaon around $:30pm Friday, He
was r!uylngwith otherchildren, He
{ivuc Ind shanty next to the milway
ines,

Garments worker Abdul Karim
was killed and 10 others suffered
injuries when a speeding bus they
were travelling on rammed o
parked truck at Mouchak in
Siddhirganj on Dhaka-Chittagong
highway around 10:30am on
Friday.

The injured were admiced o
differentlocal hospirals and eliniés

Bangladeshi

FROM PAGE 16
working on the cropland near
border pillarno 2024,

BDR strongly protested the
incidentand asked its Indian coun-
terparttohand over Haroon.

Biman pilot

FROM PAGE 16

accident. The aircraft skidded
some 12 feet off the runway and
one ofits wings caught fire.

The mishap gave rise to allegu-
tons of lneiEcﬂncy agninst the
pilot and his being under the spell
of alcoholicdrinks while on duty:

Two inquiry comimirtiees -~ one
by the Civil Aviation Authorities
and another by Biman -- were
formed to ascertain the cause of
the incident.

_NE

WS

Alliance, AL to lock horns over

FROM PAGE 1
"Before declaring a series of agita-
tion programmes at the upcoming
mally, Hasina s keen to ask the
overnment in parliament about
¢ fate of the proposals,” a sénior
AL leader, who had talked with the
AL president abour the issue
tecently, told The Daily Star.

Some senior lawmakers of the
ALyesterday discussed whatwould
be the party's tactics in parliament
this time, They also met the party
chieflastnight. |

"We'll be busy with a daylong
hartal today and join the session

tomorrow. Obviously, we'll ruise
the issue of reforms,” Deputy

Leader of the Opposition Abdul
I-Iasthnid tald The Daily Star last
night.

"The parlinmentary party will
soon it to devise the party's strat-
egy regarding the current sessian,”
Hamid also the former speaker,
added,

If the ruling and opposition

parties fall to reach a consensus on

the reforms during the tenure of

the current patdiament, it will have

to he left for the next caretaker
government.

But the way things have been
turning out in the politics Iately

“does nataugurwell for an amicahle
resolution of the conflict over the
reformagenda during the tenure of

~ Ihe present government.
 LGRD and Co-operatives

‘Minister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
hus already déclared that the issue
of reforms has got o be sottled
outside the JatiyaSangsad (]5) first.
- "After discussion by the pro-

“posed committes, it might be

laced in parliament, if need be,"
Bhuiyan, also BNP secretary gen-
eral, wld reporters on August 21,
“the day the president summoned
e |Saession.

. Law Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Moudud Ahmed
too his said on a number of occa-
slons over the last few days that
there is na possibility of piloting &
bill toarmend the constitution.

But the constitution must be
amended if they [government] are
to meet the opposition’s demands
for reforms, particularly the one
that calls for the defence to be
plaged under the caretaker govern-
mentinstead of the president.

When the S will be in session
this afternoon, the opposition
alliance will be in the street to
observe the daylong hartal in pro-

test at the police atrocities on s
activists trying to lay siege to the EC
Secretariaton Seplembers,

Besides, the opposition pre-

pires to lay siege to the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) on
September 12 amid Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMFP) ban on
rallies and demonstrations in and
around the PMO,

The session will be a shart one
due to the Ramadan. Speaker
Jamiruedin Sirear, however, toid
the media on Friday thatifboth the
ruling and opposition parties want,
the session could be run during
thattimeas well.

The Business Advisory
Committee will meet today o
allocate duration and business of
the 23rd session,

If the AL joins the session, the
current parliamentwill witness the
main opposition taking part i the
concluding session for the first
timeinlast L5years.

It thowever had missed the
presence of the main opposition at
the opening session. AL joined
parliament on June 24, 2002 while
the IS began dealing with its busi-
nessonOctober28, 2001,

Shab-e-Barat

Kader Siddiqui, Rob
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She also attended a milad o

the x, Family members of the | 1 1 Wes
primgtem nﬂn[shten tnkhudinigher eltlest from :{:&uppmﬁsiun of the thenWest
son and BNF Senior [oint Secretary Based on 4-point principles of

General Tarique Rahman attended
the milad.

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) held adiscussion meetingand
milad mehfilatitscentral office in the
alternoon.

BNPSecretary General and LGRD
Minister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
Vice-President Shahjahan Sir‘i.lj. ubo
Dal President Barkat Ullah Buluand
other pany leaders attended  the
milad.

Maln opposition Awami League
(AL) also held a doa and milad mehfil
atits Bangabandhu Avenueolfice,

AL Acting General Secretary
Obaidul Kader, Joint General
Secretary Abdul Mannan,
Orﬁanlﬁin Secretary Mukul Bose
andotherleaders were present.

Hesides, different socio-cultural
and religious organisations held
Qurankhwani, milad and  discus-
sions ontheoccasion.

Bangladesh Television (BTV),
Bangladesh Betar and private TV
channels aired special programmes,
highlighting the significance of the
Shab-e-Bamt

UPDF
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Not a single political party, includ-
ing the Awami League (AL}, BNE
Jamaat-e-Islami or Jativa Party, is
sincere nbout realising the rights of
the hill tracts people, the press
release signed by the IPDF central
comumittee leader Samir Chakmn
said.

These parties have repeatedly
shown discriminatory and com-
munal attitudes to the hill tracts
peaple, it further said, adding that
those who were elected from the
constituencies earlier did not take
any initiative to solve the problems
ofthe region.

The incumbents of the three
vonstituencies are -- BNP's Wadud
Ilhugnn and Moni Swapan Dewan
in Khagrachhari and Rangamati
and Awami League's (AL} Bir
Bahadurfrom Bandarban.

UPDF candidate Proshit Bikash
Kheesa bagged 34,000 votes from
Khagrachhari and 10,000 from
Rangumati constituency in the
2001 general elections,

Padma bridge

FROM PAGE 1
also asked the local administration
to quicken the land aequisition
processwhile the detailed design of
the projectisyet to be completed.

The Japan International
CunFemLitm Agency conducted o
feasibility study on the project in
2005 and recommended the
Maowa-Jajira point as suitable for
the bridge.

The proposed Padma bridge, a
long time demand of the people of
the south-western region of the
country, would greatly reduce the
time in road communication
between southern districts and
capital Dhaka.

NDI raises

FROM PAGE 1

an updated voter list with a stag-
gering number of 9.30 crore voters
white there are allegations of leav-
ingoutmanyeligibleones.

The number of voters in the
updated voter list is 17 lakh higher
than that in the draft of the fresh
valer list that the High Court later
nullified.

The incorporation of unusually
high number of voters (9.13 erore)
in the draft voter list had triggered
CNOFMOouS CONtroversy.

Even CEC MA Aziz on several
pccasions referred (o the NDI's
report to point to the existence of
‘eight per cent fake voters' on the
voter list prepared in 2000, which
seerved as the base for updating the
ricently published electoral rolls,

In defence of preparing the
fresh voler list ignoring the High
Court directives, Aziz had carlier
claimed that the preparation of the
fresh electoral rolls aimed at
excluding the false volers.

The Secretary to the EC
Secretariat, Abdur Rashid Sarkar,
however, told reporters that the
NDI delegation is not actually
wuarried.

The EC informed the NDI dele-
gation about the rise in the number
ol the voters and they have been
satisfied with the EC's clarification,
headded.

national unity, participation of
people in running the country,
decentralisation of power and peo-
ple's welfare-oriented economics,
the alliance declared an B-point
reform proposal in the pational
spheres,

The proposals feature establish-
ing a bicameral parliament, qualita-
tive change in the caretaker govern-
mentand strengtheningthe election
commission, holding elections in
district and upazila parishads,
separation of judiciary, establishing
industrinl zones at l.lﬁmziln level,
people-oriented agriculture, labour
and land policy and forming a gov-
emment of national unity in next 10
years for a state system based on the
spiritofliberation war,

"We shall establish an fron-hard
nistional unity in the next 10 years
overcoming all the limitations of
past and present, when the politics
ol confrontation will disappear and
1 renaissance will ke place,” Kader
Siddigui said.

Asked if the front will join any of
the existing alliances for the elec-
tion, he replied in the negative. PR
Coordinator ASM Abdur Rob, hosw-
ever, sald that it would be decided

during, the curetaker goyernment

whom he described as an “electoral
partner.”

Terming the reform proposals of
the Awnmi League (AL) led 14-party
opposition eombine 'incomplete
and aimed at going to power,” he said
thatitis not clear what has been said
there for changing the fates of the

rople.

Asked if the Juktafront will go for
the next polls amid the boyeottof 14-
party alllance and National Unity
Front, he said, "We shall answer
either in the affirmative or negitive
whenthetime comes.”

He dented declaring formation of
the alliance with Jativa Oikya
Mancha and Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh (BDB) at a KSJL public
meeting at Makrai in Tangail a few
days back, saying that the meeting
wiis purelyaroutine one,

People want to be free of depriva-
tion by the rich in the country where
95 percent resources are locked in

the hands of only 2,200 ﬁcoplc. he
sald, adding that monarchy is bein
estiblished here whenitis discarde
elsewhere in the globe. "We want
honest politics... we want to estab-
lish it through unity among us," he
added.

JSD General Secretary Abdul
Malek Ratan read out the declam-
tion at the press conference while
KS5JL. General Secretary Advocate
Fazlur Rabman, UPR Member
Secretary Abdul Baten Chowdhury,
1SD Acting President Professor
Mohammad Shafiq, Bangaldésh
Labour Party Chairman Sekandar Ali
Moni and Secretary General Akter
Hossain were present. ]

2 killed
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cohorts opened fire on the teqn
forcing them (o retaliate. Mustarizur
was bullet-hit when he tried to
eseape custody. Hedied onthéspot.
One single barrel gun, a live car-
iridge and two used shells were
recavered from the spot, Rab sources
said. His accomplices” however
managedio escape,
‘The slain outlaw was accused in
five cuses including three murder

cases.
Another PRCP-Tanajuddha leader

was killed during ashootout between
police. and his accomplices an
Serderpara ol . h[utgmzl-ﬁ: Ay
Fibna yesterday alternoon, Thrue

olicemen were also injured in the
incident.

The vietim was identified s Akkas
Kamar, 35, The injured are Sub-
inspector Azizur Rahman and cone
stables Firoz and Rubul.

Police claimed they, followin,
information, cordoned off anc
raided Sarderpara around E30pm to
arrest criminals who were hiding
there. They said the eriminals
opened fire on them as they asked
them 1o surrender. Police said they
were forced to return fire.

During the shootout, Akkas
received bullets and died on the spot.
Police sent hishady to Pabna Generl
Hospital morgue for autopsy.

lice recovered a locally made
gun, a few bullers and a number of
sharpweaponsfromthespot.
a5 wils an accused i ap least
cight cases including four murder
Cases,

Hartal today

FROM PAGE 1

President Sheikh Hasina's Political )

Secretary Saber Hossain
Chowdhury and City AL Joint
General Secretary Hazi Mohammad
Selim injured.

The same day, & meeting of the
I4-party opposition combine with
Leader af the Opposition Sheikh
Husing in the chair called today's
B:00am to 6:00pm shutdown.

Hasina warned of retaliation if
the law enforcers go wild on the
opposition leaders and warkers
during the hartal.

The AL and its allies -- 11-party,
Janiya Samajrantrik Dal (JSD) and
National Awami Party (NAP) - have
done all-our l:mapamtimns 10 mike
taday’'s hartal a success while the
government has assigned 7,000 Jaw
enforcers to different city poinis to
maintain law and order during the
hartal hours.

HARTAL PREPARATIONS

The eity 14-party opposition com-
bine held a preparatory meeting at
ISD's central office on
Bangabandhu Avenue to make
today's shutdown and PMO siege
programme on September 12 a
complete success. AL's Acting
General Secretary Obaidul Quader,
city 14-party coordinator Mofazzel
Hissalin €howdhury Miya, Hasanul
Hadque Inu, Syed Zafar Sazzad,
(Akhter Hossain, among others,
$ﬁulw. at the mesting. Quader urged
all to make the hartal p success,

Meanwhile, the M«pnn{: Dhaka
city AL, Awami Jubo League,
Swechehhasebak League and Sarak
Paribahan Sramik Sangathon yester-
day hrought out separate processions
and held rallies at different places in
thecitysupportingthe hartal.

The city 14-party held a rally at
Taltola in Khilgaon, S;lﬁcr
Chowdhury's electoral constituency,

ratesting police attack on him.

Idressing the rlly, the 14-party
leaders said they would retaliate if
the police attnck during the hartal
taday.

After parading different ity
streets, Awami Jubo League held a
rally in front of Muktijoddha Club
near Bangabandhu Avenue with its
city (South) President Mohiuddin
‘Ahmed Mohi in the chair Jubo

League Chairman fahangic Kabir

Nanak, Safdur Hahman, Mamunur
Rashid and Faziul Haque Atik
addressed the rally.

The leaders warned the govern-
ment of launching vigorous move-
mentsifthey toriure the opposition

today.

T{:n ISD also held a rally and
bBrought out & procession in front of
the GPO, ISD [eaders Abul Hossain,
Sawkat Raihan and Nalmul Ahgan
Jewelspoke,

Police sources said at feust five
buses were torched and several
hand-bombs went off in the capital
an the eve of today’s hartal, Two
people were also injured when hartal
supporiers hurled bombs at them at
Siddikbazar area in the capital
around 10:00pm, Dhaka Medical
CollegeHospital sources sald,

Meanwhile, luw enforcers
launched drives at different parts of
the city last night to arrest trouble-
makers. They amrested a number of
peaple on suspicion. Police said the
drives would cantinue throughout
thenight.

PMOSIEGEONSEP 12

The opposition combine will gather
at Bangle Motor crossing, Russel
Sejuare, Agargaon and Mohakhali in
the capitul in procession before
marching towards the PMO at
11100anm.

A meeting of the opposition
combine with AL Presidium
Member Amir Hossain Amu in the
chair yesterday decided the spots
and warned of going for one-point
agitation Lo topple the government
it it does not accept electorl
eforms withinSeptember 18,

Prime Minister Khaleda Zin has
heen saying that elections wauld be
heldas purfhmm titutlonal process
no matter who' participates, Amu
said, ndding that as the prime minis.
ter knows people have rejected the
ruling alliance for their widespread
corruption and misrule, she wantsto
holdasingle-party election.

Meanwhile, the opposition
camp will bring out processions,
hold rallies, carry out mass conticts,
distribute leaflets and mobilise
people in all the upazilas of every
district adjacent to the capital from
September 14 10 16 to mobilise a
huge gathering at the grand rally on
Septamber 18,

No decision
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Democratic [nstitute (NDI) at a ity
hotel that his party would contest
inall of the 300 constituenciesif the
main opposition Awami League
does not take part in the upcoming
elections,

There were speculations that
Ershad would foin the BNP-led
four-party coalition after returning
home from Saudi Arabia. The
speculations came (o the fore after
dropping of three cormption cases
against him.

At the airport, the JP chairman
directed his party leaders and
workers to prepare to contest the
next parlinment elections without
any alliance. He, however, said they
may contest the next election
underapolitical conlition.

During his meeting with the
vigiting NDI delegation at Hotel
Radisson in the city, Ershad dis-
cussed overall political situation
including much-talked reform
proposals placed by the AL and its
13 allies centring the upcoming
parliamentary elections, the |P
chairman told journalists after the
meeting.

Morshed
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September 18. He will address the
session on behalf of Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia.

"This UNGA session will deal
with issues concerning reform of
the world body and its next secre-
tary general," Morshed told jour-
nalists at the airport before his
departure for Havana.

He said Dhaka s pressing for
transparent and accountable
decision-making process at the UN
Security Council,

On the sidelines of the UNGA
session, Morshed will attend the
meetings of the forelgn ministers of
G77, Saare, OIC, ACD and Bimstec
in NewYork.

HewillreturnhomeonOctober 2,

| 3 Naogaon
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killedin crossfire,

Immediately after the death of
Sagor, hundreds of locals took o
the street and barricaded the busy
Rajshahi-Naogaon highway at
Deluabari Friday morning for
abiour 11 hatirs,

During the road blockade, they

“also demonstrated and held a

meeting, protesting the death of
Sagor.

~ The agitators removed their
barricade after local MPs Samsul
Alam and Saleq Chowdhury, who
wenl (o the spot from Dhaka,

sured them m:,ami'w
15 hiave huew e

GM Quader
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he does so, we would tum the
election committees into party
cammittees.”

He said a number of |P leaders
and MPs have the same opinion on
forming anew gany, adding thathe
would visit other disteicts of the
country including Sylhet, Khulna,
and Chittagong to form the elee-
tion committees.

If JP formed alliance with BNP-
Jamaat, he and his like-minded [P
leaders would leave |P and contest
the election from a new political
platform, he reiterated.

He said Ershad is too busy sav-
ing himself rather than the people
from the oppression and misrule of
the ENP-ﬁmaae government, He
(Ershad) seems to be leaning
towards the BNP-led alliance, he
added.

He said unlike Ershid, he works
for the people and not for himselE
"Ershad is my elder brother, [ will
honour bim as long s [ live but |
can differ with his political opin-
ion," he added.

Peaple of greater Rangpur who
gave support to |P in the last three
elections are now beginning to
think from a new perspective, he
suid.

When asked if his party would
form  alliance with the Awami
League-led 14-party opposition
combine, Quader said it was too
gatly to commenton that.

He, however, observed that the
l-l»parrz’u movement for reforms
in the Election Commission (EC)
and the caretaker government
systemwas justified.

Nato troops
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Taliban-linked viplence is in the
south, the heartland of the move-
ment and where Isaf took com-
mand of 10,000 mainly British,
Canadian and Dutch troops on July

TheTaliban have waged a grow-
ing campaign this year against
foreign and Afghan troops. The
militants’ regime was toppled from

awer in late 20001 by a US-led
nvisionofAfghanistan

The group claimed responsibil-
ity for a suicide blast in the capital
Kabul Friday that killed two US
soldiers and 14 Afghans. It was the
deadliest suicide attack in the city
foryears.

The militants also attacked a
border post in the eastern province
ofKhostlate Friday.

One Taliban body was left at the
site after an hour-long battle but
blood-stained turbans and Afghan
caps, called "pakols”, littered the
site, indicating the militants had
suffered several casualties, a bor-
derpolice commuander said.

Three police were wounded in
the battle, health officials said.

In the northeastern provinee of
Nuristan, also on the border with
Pakistan, 10 trucks supplying a US
base were torched by men who
appeared (o belong to the Taliban,
witnesses told AFP.

The Afghan drivers were also
beatenup, theysaid
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EU-Iran start &5
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sanctionsiffebrandid notcomply.

A diplomat said the six wurtd

owers would be watching the

arijuni-Solana meeting to see if

there was hope of moving towards

ncgp;iulinr:srarjwrthunsnncrimm.

e meeting will be at the fed:

eral chancellery building, Iranian
and EU officials told AFP

Chancellor Walfgang Schuessel
is not involved in the tmlks, diplo-
mutssaid

In Tehran, the Iranian news
agency IRNA said Larijani had, in
meetings with the Spanish and
[talian prime ministers gver the
past two days, "underlined Iran's
readiness to resolve the nuclear
standoff in the framework of
oblaining Iran's right to peaceful
rl.u{:icnrtr:chnnln%y.

Washington charges Iran with
hiding work 1o develop nuclear
weapons but lran says its program
is a peaceful effort o generate
electricity.

« Solana said Friday in Copenhagen
that no UN sanctions would be
imposed on Iran "as long as meetings
with Mr Larijanicontinue,

Solana said it would become
clearer on Samurday whather it
would be possible to begin negoti-
ations between Tehrmn and the six
world powers, and added that he
was "optimistic but not naive’
abour the outcome of his meeting
with Larijanl.

"Saturday’s meeting will enable
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us o see ([ We gl
grg}mdwmk" for fut
sana, 4
"I'm sure that the cof
of discussions will®
otherwise the matter @
been resolved months

"But we have (g
making every effort
succeed,” he added.

There have begn sever
unsuccessful attempts 1o &
meeting hetween
Solana. A Vienna-b
saiel this was "becn
be sure there will b
outcome before they
meeting.” i

"There's a w age
nntahlytnf::cﬂ!tﬁlhﬁ#r_ A tio
oftalks, the diplomat said.

The diplomat said Iranians
would be explaining their 21-page
responseonAugust22 tathe incen-
tives package. :

“The response Is not clear in all
aspects. The Europeans are seeking
some clarification and Iran is also
interested in clearing things up,®
the diplomat said.

Iran is seeking time guarantees
on getting benelits, as light-
WRLer [eactors, two experts on [ran,
Abbas Maleki and Kevah Afrasiabi,
had said in August.

A senipr European diplomat,
who saw the confidential Tranian
response, said Iran had "not said
‘no’ o the offer but did say 'no' to
suspending enrichment.™

31 killed in

FROM PAGE 1

gthered in a square outside the
rani mosque after Friday
jers,

Political leaders appealed for
calm as Muslims kept an overnight .
vigll on Shab-e-Barat, the Night of
Blessing, when ancestors are
remembered and prayers offered at
their graves.

The attacks came two months
after seven bombs, helieved to
have targeted Hindus, ripped
through train carriages in Mumbai
Killing 186 people. The incident
was blamed on Islamic militants.

Political leaders and police
declined to speculate whether
Friday's blasts were a revenge
attack on the Muslim-majority
town in western Maharshirastute,

The president of the rulin
Congress Party Sonin Gandhi an
Home Mindster Shivraj Patil visited
the site of the blasts and the
wounded.

Police said 95 remained in
hospitals including 15 who were
seriously injured. .

Dactorssidd most afthe Injurics
were from flying metal splintors
’pnnkedﬁhnm’h -

Allthe 1 Hitd ¢ e

blast and not the smmpede, said
Malegaon health chief Bharat
Wagh. Five bodies, including one
child; remained unidentified.

The state government Saturday
revised the death roll downwards
fram 37, saying they had initially
included six people who had died
inunrelated ineidents.

Television pictures showed men
and boys trampling on bloodied
bodies as they batled to escipe
through & tunnel from the walled
mosque compound.

Bystanders hauled children to
sufety as survivors loaded bodies
intosheets und on to hand carts.

Television networks showed
emotional survivars demanding
bombers be hanged whether
“HinduorMuslim™.

Poliee declined to be drawn on

explosions

who was responsible. "Certain
articles have been found but
there's nothing to suggest who it
could be and the identity of the
peapleisunknown,” said Jain.

In a stalement, Indian’ Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh called
on cirizens to remain

Hospital staff were under pres-
sure to finish post-mortems so
families could bury the dead dur-
ing Shab-e-Barat, two weeksahead
ofthe msting month of Reinadan,

Extra police were drafted to
guard the graveyard Saturday
where small groups of men gath-
ered quietly to bury theirdead.

Officers were stoned by an

" angry mob after the bfasts biit the

town was quiet Saturday as com-
munity leaders urged people (o
sty catlm, !

Four months ago, anti-terrorist
police sgized explosives and guns
in Malegaon, some 240km north of
Mumbal, in & swoop on @ sus-
pected slamicmilicintcell,

Milegoan used to be a wealthy
testile town but & slump in the
industry has caused high unem-
ployment, i A

It has o history of religious strife.
Some 11 people died in 2001 in
clashes between police and dem-
anstrators pratesting against US
air-strikes on Afghanistan,

Earlier this week, Singh sald
intelligence agencies had warned
alfurthes attacks inIndia,

The country has been hit by a
series of bomb attacks inthe last 12
months including on the holiest
Hindu city of Varanasl in March
;nd on New Delhi shopping mar-

ats,

The attacks have been blamed
on Islamicmilitants. =

Meanwhile verdicts are due next
week for 123 defendants in a long-
running trial linked to 1993 bomb-
ings in Mumbai that killed 257
wople. The attacks have been

lamed on the underworld and
Islamicmilitants. g

Saddam had no link

FROM PAGE 16
member Curl Levin, D-Michigan,
told reporters Friday,

Tenet also wold the committes
thatcomplying had been "thewrang
thingtode,“ according to Levin.

"Well, it was much more than
that,”" Levin said. "It was o shocking
abdication of a CIA director’s duty
nat Lo act as i shill for any adminis-
tration or s policy."

Leaders of both parties accused
each other of seeking political gain
on the eve of the fifth anniversary of
theSept. | | aftacks.

Republicans said the document
contained little new information
about prewar intelligence or post-
war findings on frug's weapons and
connecton o emorist groups,

Inteliigence Committece
Chalrman Pat Roberts, R-Kan.,
aceused Democrats of irving (o "use
the committee .., insisting that they
were deliberately duped into sup-

orting the overthrow of Saddam
ussein's regime.”

“Thatissimplynot true,” Roberts
added; "and [ believe the American
people are smast enough (o recog-
nise election-year politicking when
lhu{:ﬁecit;‘

The report speaks for itself,
Democrats sild.

The administration “exploited
the deep sense of inseourity amonp
Americans in the immediate after-
math of the Sept. 11 attacks, leading
a large majority of Americans to
believe contrary to the intelligence
assessments at the time. that Irg
had 21 role in the 9/11 ataeks,” saig
Sen. Jov Rockefeller, D-West
Virginias, the top Democat un the
Intelligence Committee,

Still, Democrats were reluctant to
say how the administraton officials
involved shiould be called ronecount.

Asked whether the wrongdoing
amounted to criminal conduct,
Levin and Rockefeller dedlined to
answer. Rockefeller said later he did
not believe Bush should be
impenehed over the matter.

According to the report, postwar
fndings indicate that Saddiam “wits
distrustiul of al-Queda and viowed
Islamic extramists as a threat (o his
repime.” [tquatesan FBEreport from
June 2004 in which former Deputy
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz said inan
interview that “Saddam only
exprestod negative Sentiments

about binLaden.®
Saddam himsell s quoted in an
FBl summaryas acknowledging that

the Iragi government bad met with
bin Laden but denying that he had
colluded with the nl-Uaeda leader.
Claiming that Irag opposed only US
pulirh;]-j. Saddam ljd :lhallh *if he
wanted o coo e 1 the -
mies of the U.S}}le:‘:uﬁuid have HEEII
with North Korea or China,” the
report quotes the FBI documment.,

9111‘.- l::ml?cmés ;gfd that on Oﬂﬁ
7,2002, the day Bugh guve a speec
speaking of that link, the CIR Had
senta declassified letter to the com-
mittee saying it would be an "ex-
reme step” for Saddam to assist
Islamist terrorists in atticking the
United States. & .

Eevin and Rockefeller said Tedet
in July acknowledged tothe commic-
tee that subsequently Issuing” a
statement that there was no incon-
sistency between the president's
speech and the CIA viewpoint had
been amisiake.

They also charged Bush with
continuing to cite faulty intelligence
in hisargumentfor warasrecentlyas
Iu.sl_l!{\omh. D b

1€ TEPOTT 5 ~Larqawl,
the al-Qaeda leader kllilcd by?rus
airstrike last June, was in Baghdad
from May 2002 until late Nuvember
2002, But "postwar information
indicates that Sadddm Hussein
attempted, unsuccessiully, to locate
and capture al-Zargawiand that the
regime did not have a ‘relationship
with, harbour or tum @ blind eye
toward Zargawi.” 1 L

In June 2004, Bush also defended
Vice President Dick Cheney's asser-
tion that Saddam had "long-
established ties® with al-Qaeda.
"Zarqawi s the best evidence of
connection to al-Qaeda aifillates
and al-Qaeda, " the presidentsaid.

The report coneludes that p
findings do notsuppon 8

ZEnce commumity s Imqgwas
reconstituting i o Tapini
;;uml.:s.sudbio 5 OF Ier
developed mobile fugil .mﬂ)-,'
ducinghiola arfareagents.

A second pitet of the report finds
that false information from the Iragi

National Congress, an-anti-Saddam
group led by then-exile Ahmed

Chainbi, was used (o it key
intelligence ¥ unﬁgp:um

menrsanirsg



