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The allure of folk songs

perform at the final
KARIM WAHEED

Bengal Bikash contestants in the
folk song category took part in the
finals on September 4 at the
National Muscum. The event
began witha choralrendition ofthe
familiarsong Nao chihariya de by all
20 participants,

Though Bangladesh is geo-
graphically small, the heritage of
our folk songs runs deep. Each
regiom of Bangladesh has its dis-
tinct tradition of folk songs.
Bhatiali, bhawaia, gambhira, jaari,
shari, maijbhandari, murshidee,
marfati and songs of the bards
Lalon, Hason Raja, Radha Raman,
Ramesh Sheel and others resonate
in every nook and corner of the
country. These songs, with simple
words and relatable metaphors,

Contestants Biman Chandra Biswas (top) and Tulika Ghos

‘Inour monthly fan mail section this month we turn the
spotlight on veteran film actor Razzak. Readers are invited
to send in questions by September 21 latest, with their full
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culture@thedailystar.net and culture_dailystar@yahoo.com

Please note that The Daily Star holds the right Lo select
questions sent by the readers.

h Chowdhury

denote everyday joys and woes,
passion and spirituality.

The first contestant to take the
stage was Sheikh Naser Jamal from
Barisal. Jamal started with a
bhatiali song O mon majhirey
lagao tori, followed by Dakar moto
daktey parley (judges' choice).
Mohammad Mozammel Haq from
Rajshahi, a rickshaw puller by
profession, sang Mon-er dukkho
mon-e roilo and Aar kotokaal
bhashbo ami, an Abdul Alim clas-
sic. Mozammel has been commit-
ted to folk and Nazrul songs since
hewas 18.

Tapan Kumar Mandol, a carpen-
ter who lives in Dhaka, sang Amar
Jjonom gelo bipholey and Ami jedin
choley jabo. The participant has a
powerful voice but he needs more
practice with the micfophone and

control over vocals. Alif Laila
Moushumi who also took part in
the final of Nazrul songs category,
rendered Pakhi amar gelo kon bon-
eand Tomar lagiarey.

. Syed Ashiqur Rahman per-
formed a Radha Raman song
Armnarey bondhuar mon-e nai and a
number popularised by Bari
Siddiqui, Shoachan pakhi.
Mahfuza Khatun Tania, an enlisted
artiste of Rajshahi Betar, rendered
Shey ki abar and Kalarey koirogo
mana.

Khaleda Yasmin from
Chittagong performed’ Amar
shonar moina pakhi and Babui
chengra rey. The contestant's
steady control over the pace of two
songs which are nothing alike and
ability to emote were impressive.
Another participant who stood out
is Halima Parveen, An enlisted
artiste of BTV and Betar in classical
music category, Halima's impecca-
ble rendition of Mon-er dukkho
was moving.

Mohammad Rabiul Islam, a
music teacher at Shafipur Ansar
Academy, sang a Lalon song Kobey
shadhur choerondhuli and
Goleymaley pireet koiro na. Tulika
Ghosh Chowdhury from
Sunamganj sang Rai elo na
Jamunatey and a Hason Raja song
Hason Rajarmon-e.

Biman Chandra Biswas, a
teacher at Chhayanat, rendered
Ami Jarey bashi bhalo and a Lalon
song Jaat gelo jaat gelo boley, The
performance by Sheela Das from
Feni was a treat. The aspiring
crooner who sang two Lalon songs
-- Dekhna mon jhank mari ei
duniadari and Parey ke jahi Nabir
noukatey aai -- sounded like a
Farida Parveen in the making. The
unmistakable lilt, the zeal -- Sheela
had everything down to the last
note,

The event wrapped up with
Maruf Hasan's rendition of Por-er
bedon kiporey janey.

Denzel Washington and Jodie Foster in [nside Man

Hollywood paparazzi should try
getting used to curries and masala
chai. For they could be following
such A-listers like Brad Pitt, Adrien
Brody and Owen Wilson to India in
the next 12 months.

The unprecedented number of
films to be shot in India by well-
known directors like Francis Ford
Coppola and Wes Anderson led the
influential trade publication Vari-
ety declare recently with a head-

line: “Hollywood Dips into
Bollywood".

The combined budget of India-
bound films, including the one
based on Yann Martel's Booker
Prize-winning novel Life of Pi,
exceeds US$500million.

It is not just the shoots in India
that have grabbed the attention of
the American media including The
New York Times. The newspaper
ran a lead story recently in its busi-

ness section about a deal Holly-
wood star Will Smith has struck
with India's UTV company to
produce mainstream films.

Involved in Bollywood-

Hollywood co-productions are
studiog like Sony, and 20th Century
Fox. The UTVY films and the ones

Adlabs company is producing with &
Ashok Amiitraj in' Hollywood will 888
have nothing to do with India, and &

that makes the growing bond

berween Hollywood and Bollywood' =

evenmore interesting.

Hollywood is also actively &
engaged in producing Hindi lan- &
guage films in India, with Sony &
expected to be a significant partner &5

in Devdas director Sanjay Lecla

Bhansali's upcoming project &

Saawariya. »

Adding to the excitement is the =

deal Disney and other Hollywood

studios have struck with Indian &
movie animation companies. In ﬁsu ;
ly-

youwanted more proofofhowH

wood and the West are embracing
Bollywood: Inside Man -- the Spike
Lee-directed, multi-starder thriller
andaworldwidehit-- startsand ends
with A R Rahman's Chaiyya Chaiyya

_ from Mani Ratnam's Shah Rukh

Khan starrer il Se.

Source: Intemet

Theatre

ERSHAD KAMOL

Though contemporary British
playwright Harold Pinter has
achieved international success as
one of the most complex post-
World War II dramatists, heisnota
popular name amongst the theatre
lovers in Bangladesh. To introduce
the Nobel Prize winning dramatist
to Bangladeshi audience, a theatre
festival and book exhibition began
on September 4 and runs until
September8.

British Council, Bangladesh in
collaboration with the Department
of Theatre and Music of University
of Dhaka (DU) has arranged the
programme at the British Council
Auditorium. Besides exhibiting
books by the writer, arranging a
seminar, eight theatre perfor-
mances -- The Caretaker, Betrayal,
Old Times, Night, The Lover, The
Dumb Waiter, Monologue and The
Dwarfs-- will be staged by the
students of Department of Theatre
and Music.

Harold Pinter week begins

»14‘.

Ve

Students of the department
study plays by Pinter and stage the
plays as part of the academic
course titled 'Theatre of Absurd',
Dr Israfil Shaheen, chairperson of
the department, who is also the co-
ordinator of the theatre perfor-
marnces, asserted, “Students study
samuel Beckett, Bugene Ionesco
and Harold Pinter as part of the
Theatre of Absurd course. Transla-
tions of Harold Pinter's plays are
not available in Bangla that's why
students have to translate and
direct the plays on their own. They
do- it collectively. Teachers of the
department only guide them to
reach thegoal.”

The festival began with the
staging of Pinter's play The Care-
taker. The play is about two neu-
rotic brothers whose fragile rela-
tionship is upset by a vagrant who
comes into their lives. Written in
the 1960s, itis a postmodernist play
in which reality and reliability. are
inand outoffocus.

His plays are noted for their use

Actors in a scene from the play. The Garetaker

of silence to increase tension,
understatement, and cryptic small
talk. In The Caretaker, Pinter has
created aworld where the audience
shares the characters' confusion
and suspense about what is going
tohappennext.

The play is translated and
directed by Mainul Hassan and
Syam Khan respectively, who are
the students of the department.
Shahman Moishan, Rajib
Chandra Das and Shantanu
Haldar performed the three
characters of the play,

Earlier in 4 discussion
programme, Professor SMA Faiz,
Vice Chancellor of DU, Df AEM
Yousuff Haider, the pro-Vice
Chancellor of DU, Richard
Sunderland, the acting director of
British Council, Bangladesh,
William Arnall-Culliford, head of
press and public affairs of British
High Commission, Dhaka, thea-
tre personality Ramendu
Majumder and Dr Israfil Shaheen
delivered speeches.,
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+ News Bulletin
BTV

News Hoadiines (Bangla) al B:55%
am.12:10 pm, 2:00 pm, 3:00 pm, 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pim.6:00 pm.

News (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) al 7:15 am. %:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 8:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

Telecasl of BTV néws (Bangla and
English)at 14:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

Wows (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2.00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) B:20am, 7:00pm
Telecasl of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Lates| News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pmand 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines {Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00am. 6:15 pm. 8:30 pm.

Nows (Banglp) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pro.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and

i Engish) t11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA

News Hisadines (Banga) af530pm. 7:30pm.
TaraNews (Bangla) at 8:30 pen. 11:30 pm.

|| Tarm News Bangladesh (Bangia) at 9:30

.m‘
BBC WORLD
Every houron the hour
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PICK OF THE DAY
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Siddiqua Kabir's Recipe
OnntvatB8:25 pm

Cookery Show

Host: Sharmin Lu

080" Pritibi Péthey |
b "'.: I{Jamey Shind :
Banglavision @
1000 Bangla st Film

|l 02:30; RashiroBonarm Eka -
170300 | MusicRiythm - ©

T

Rockstar: Supernova
OnStarWorld at 8:30pm
Search forthe lead vocalist
ofthe band Supernova continues
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Drama Seriak Joba .| 1200
" Kushum! ek
0400 AmaderAtii’ 1230
04:30  Dasher Pathey, A EE TR
1,05:00  Cattoon s o0
05,30, Game Show! - A
[ 08:25  Diner Shoshe | 0130
 08:40/ . - Drama Sadal: Gourp) {1
Lo E L Chopdnka) -1

abhle To Nazar Mizo | 05;

10:00  Music Mantra Musie
“40:30. - Music Beats Music ™
. Crime Patrol Others |




