.n-x:::“‘—';z;‘lf ;
4

Shepaie
i

DHAKA TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 5, 2006

Bengal Bikash Finals
. Highlighting the opulence
of Nazrul songs

KARIM WAHEED

ON the second day (September 3)
of Bengal Bikash finals, partici-
pants competed in the Nazrul
songs category. Naat, shyama
sangeet, kirtan, khayal, thumri,
ghazal, kabyogeeti, folk -- diverse
genres of Nazrul songs -- resonated
at the Shaheed Zia Auditorium,
National Museum.

The event began with a choral
rendition of a patriotic song Joi hok
foi hok by all 20 contestants. The
panel of judges included Nazrul
exponent Sudhin Das and sea-
soned’ Nazrul artistes Shaheen
Samad, Sadya Afreen Mallick,
Ferdaus Ara and Sumon
Chowdhury. Each contestant
performed two songs (one chosen
by the judges).

The first contestant to take the
stage, Showbhik Roy from
Rajshahi, performed Borosha oi elo
borosha (khayal) and Shonar
hindoley kishore Kishori doley
(jhulon). 1t is unfortunate that
some aspiring Nazrul artistes often

get the notion that the more vocal
‘twists and turns' one performs,
his/her expertise in classical music
becomes more apparent. This
crroneous concept has started a
trend of misplaced or prolonged
mudkiin Nazrul songs, ruining the
mizaaj (nuance). This was evident
inShowbhik's performance,

Mohammad Arifuzzaman from
Khulna, sang E kunjey pothbhudley
and Paro poro chaitali shajey. Alif
Laila Moushumi, a student of
Rajshahi University, performed E
konmaya-e phelileyamaye.

Anindita Chowdhury began
with Riniki jhiniki bajey payela. It
was an immaculate rendition of a
naat (judges' choice) -- Aai moru
parer haowa that made her perfor-
mance stand out, The devotion, the
fervour of an ummar in the song
was aptly delineated.

A K M Shahid Kabir Polash per-
formed' a ghazal, Ghumaichhey
phool pother dhulaye and Shurey o
baanir mala diye. Iffat Tasneem
Haq Orin who attained popularity
as a child artiste in the early '90s,

Contestants Farhana Rahman and Dolon Das perform at the finals
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sang Na mititey shadh and a
shyama sangeet, Shyama naam-er
lagloagun.

Mohammad Anisur Rahman
performed a thumri, Poredeshi
bondhua and Padmar dheurey
{folk). Sarah Naz Billah sang Kano
kandey poraan. The contestant
showcased herfinesse witharendi-
tion ol Hrid{ podmey choron rakho,
akirtan,

Farhana Rahman performed
Kano korun shurey and Bolo
bondhuarey (kabyogeeti). Sharmin
Akhter Suma performed Shey
choley gechhey boley. The partici-
pant, whose nerves didn't seem to
cooperate her, fumbled through
the song Mon-¢ porey aaj. Halfway
through the song, she scemed to
lose control over the pace.

Dhrubo Biswas from Jessore
sang Hey priyo tomar and Phooler
jolshaye neerob kano kobi.
Purnochandra Karmakar per-
formed Shurey o baanir mala diye.
Dolon Das from Noakhali delivered
a memorable performance. His
skilled vocals and effortless move

lar.nel

through octaves made the songs --
Amar kon kool-e aaj bhirlo tori and
Priyojaijaibolona-- enjoyable.

Nandita Dutta rendercd
Porodeshi megh and mor
ghumoghorey eley; overuse of vocal
twists was apparent in the artiste's
performance. Swarna Naag sang
Naiba pelam and Eki ashim
pivasha.

The last contestant to perform
was Champa Banik. Champa has
already become a familiar name to
the TV audience thanks to another
popular talent hunt last year. The
aspiring singer deftly performed'a
bhiaktigeeti, Mago- chinmoyi roop
dhorey aye and a khayal; Hey priyo
amareydebona bhiulitey.

Earlier in the morning, final
round of another category (songs
of DL Roy; Rajnikant Sen and Atul
Prasad) was held. Twenty, contes-
tants took partin the round judged
by Pramila Chakravarty, Mita Haq,
Neelotpal Sadhya, Parthasarathi
Sikdar and Mridulkanti

Chakravarty.

ANSAR AHMED ULLAH, from London
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the film making company was for
schedule filming after learning tha
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disrupt filming by staging a protest or
days.

Finally the big screen adaption of Monica Ali's
controversial novel titled Brick Lane has fin-
ished filmingamid protestsand demonstrations

The filming of Brick Lane or Seven Seas (working
title) has been completed with the company

Christopher Simpson, of mixed Irish-
Rwandan-Greek heritage, plays thelead Bengali
character, The names of the other protagonists

Bollywood. It is expected that the film will be

Lane is a fictional story about Nazneen, a
Bangladeshi woman who is sent to London for
an arranged marriage but later cheats on her
husbandwith ayounger Muslimman.

During the shooting of the film in Brick Lane,
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A scene from Brick Lane

'Brick Lane' filming finishes amid
demonstrations and protests

Filming was earlier hit by after some locals
from the Brick Lane area who had objections
over the book's content. The film adaptation of
Monica Ali's Brick Lane ran into trouble when
local Bangladeshi businessmen undertook a
campaign to halt the production.
Saligue, chairperson of the Brick Lane Traders'
Association, called the film a “despicable
insult® to Bengali community, especially Ben-
galis from Sylhet region of Bangladesh.
The film company, Ruby Films, was threatened
with protests and blockades, hinting there may
be violence if the filming continued to take
place. Abdus Salique was quoted in the Guard-
tan, warning that "nébody can come with a
camera and make a film about that book here",
adding that Monica Aliwas "not one ofus” and
had "insulted us®,

The film is being made by Ruby Films in
collaboration with CGhannel 4.
Channel 4 is showing a retrospective of Ritwik

Abdus

Incidentally

Ghatak's films. Brick Lane has been translated
into Bengali by a Bangladeshi' publishing

house.
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ERSHAD KAMOL, back from Khushtia

singers who regularly perform at
Lalon's shrine, He learnt Lalon
music from Motahar Khondokar.
Since the early 19705 he has been
~ rendering Lalon songs at a
mazar. Though he is not a fakir,
the 86-year-old singer has
become one of the popular
names amongst the urban
audience as a follower of akhra
gharaneof Lalon music.

He has witnessed many
changes at Lalon's mazar during
the last three decades, Sharing
his experience, Hiru said,
“Earlier Lalon's shrine was
replete with big trees, flora and
fauna. This ambience was ideal
for the Lalon devotees. After the
inception of Lalon Academy
Complex, the place is now full of
buildings. However, there is a
positive element: Lalon
devotees can perform under a
shelterduring rainy days.”

Hiru Shah has participated in
fusion music with Feedback, one
of the most popular bands in the
country. He performed with the
band in the album titled
Baoliana. Hiru said, “In fact, 1
had no idea actually what we
were doing. I met the band while
I'was frequently visiting fashion
designer Bibi Russel's office. The
band members requested me to
go with them for recordings.

“After listening to the [usion
music I did not like the project.

Hiru Shah is among the elderly

Hiru Shah: A portrait of

Hiru Shah

In fact, we are not habituated to
listening to Lalon's songs with so
many insttuments. The other
seasoned fakirs of the shrine
also became angry with me,
claiming I'm distorting Lalon

PHOTO. STAR

songs. After this bitter expe-
rience I did not venture im:u this
arena again.” 2

Hiru Shah is one of the 25
Lalon singers who get govern-
mentsupport.
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Bangladesh Short Film Forum
celebrates 20th anniversary

Scenes from Fast Runner (L) and'Pfckpo'cket
Earlier the Centre, a long cherishedﬂream of the

On the 20" anniversary, Bangladesh Short Film

“ Forum, an organisation of creative independent
filmmakers, launched a six-day film festival on Sep-
tember 2. A total of 12 films from eight countries is
beging screened at the newly inaugurated Bangladesh
Film Centre at Aziz SuperMarket, Shahbag.

The festival began with two independent filins
Cousins, one of the films of Coffee and Cigareties
series by US filmmaker Jim Jarmusch and Eree Salma
by Bangladeshi filmmaker AKM Zakaria.

In the ongoing festival, films from Bangladesh,
United States of America, Japan, France, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, Denmarkand Iran will be screened.

Forum, wasinaugurated. Eminentlitterateur Hasnat
Abdul Hye presided over the inauguration session,
while eminent filmmakers Tanvir Mukammel,
Manjare Hasin Murad and Zahidur Rahim Anjon,
president of the Forum were presentamong others.

The Forum members strive to screen films at the
Centre on more than 20 days a month: Regular
screenings will be held there to open the door to the
world of short fiction, documentaries, experimental
films and films of artistic value, creative expression
and'social commitment for the local Audience. The
Centre 'will be used to uphold the rich culture of
Bangladesh as well as to create opportuulty for the
viewers to enjoy quality films.
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