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Talent hunt
'‘Bengal Bikash' final round

Bengal Bikash Finals
Organiser: Bengal Foundation
September 3 5:00 pm Nazrul
Songs

September 4 5:00 pm Folk Songs
September 5 5:00 pm Modern
Songs

September 6 6:00 pm Prize
distribution

Venue: Bangladesh National Museum

Solo Art Exhibition

Title: Excavating Time

Artist: Dilara Begum Jolly

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Bengal Shilpalaya

Date: September 04-17

Time: 12:00 pm- 8:00 pm

Artist: Syed Mohammad Shamim
Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, Road-36,
House-16, Gulshan

Date: September 01-14

Time: 11:00 am- 8:00 pm

Musical Soiree

Title: Songs of Kanai Lal Sheel,
Momtaj Ali Khan and Abdul Alim
Organiser: Bangladesh Loko Sangeet
Porishad

Date: September 04

Venue: Bishwa Sahitya Kendro
Auditorium

Time: 5:00 pm

Theatre

Play: Mandar

Troupe: Prachyanat

Venue: Indian Cultural Centre
Auditorium, House 25, Road 96,
Gulshan

Date: September 9

Time: 7:00 pm

Harold Pinter Week

Organisers: Theatre and Music
Department, Dhaka

University and British Council
Venue: British Council Auditorium

Play: The Caretaker
Date: September 4
Starts: 6:30pm

Play: Betrayal
Date: September 5
Starts: 7:.00pm

Plays: Old Times & Night
Date: September 6
Starts: 6:00pm

Plays: The Lover & The Dumb Waiter
Date: September 7
Starts: 6:00pm

Plays: Monologue & The Dwarfs
Date: September 7
Starts: 6:00pm

Film Festival
Organiser: Bangladesh Short Film
Forum
September 4 5:00 pm Pick-pocket
(directed by Robert Robert Bresson)
7:00 pm In the Mood
for Love (directed by Wong Kar-wai)
September 5 5:00 pm What Time is
it There (directed by Tsai Ming-Liang)
7:00 pm Fast Runner
(directed by Zacharias Kunuk)
September 6 5:00 pm Claire's Knee
(directed by Eric Rohmer)
7:00 pm Wind Will
Carry Us (directed by Abbas
Kiarostami)
September 7 5:00 pm Broken Flower
(directed by Jim Jarmusch)
7:00 pm Ontorjatra
(directed by Tarek Masud)
Venue: Bangladesh Film Centre
Auditorium, 110-112 Aziz Super
Market, Shahbag
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HE final round of Bengal

Bikash, Bengal Foundation's

talent hunt in creative songs,
is underway. The finals began with
the competition of Tagore songs on
September 2 at the National
Museum Auditorium. The final saw
20 contestants attempt to distil
months of hard work and years of
ambition into just two three/four-
minute performances: one of the
contestant's choice and the other
that of the judges.

The day began with all the com-
petitors performing the song
Banglar mati banglar jol purno hobe
je dharae. In a crowded auditorium,
the audience was treated to an array
of diverse Tagore songs.

Farzana Aktar Popy from Feni
kicked off with Prane khusir tufan
utheche and Hridoy nondono bone
nibhrito a niketone. Next, it was the
turn of Sirajgonj's Shimu Rani Dey.
She rendered Keno amay pagol
kore jau and Deep nibhe gechhe
mor nishito shameere.

The other competitors height-
ened the tempo further with their
songs. Saikot Mukherjee from
Dhaka sang Amar matha noto kore
dao and pagla hawar badol dine.

Ummul Wara sang Borisho dhara
majhe santiro bari and Patar bhela
bhasai neele. And she certainly
gave her all. On the heels of Wara,
came Chittagong's Monalisa Borua
with Ekhono ki holo tomar jabar bela
and Dao he hridoy bhore. The songs
were ideal for Monalisa to showcase
her voice.

One of the participants at the programme

Next came Zakir Hossain, who
rendered Bipul taranga re and
shunyo hate firichho. Debosri
Antora Das performed the songs
bohe nirontor anato ananddhara
and amar ja achhe ami shokol dite
pari ni. Abhoya Dutt rendered Na go
tomar dhoyar and o he shundoro
momo.

Then Ahmed Newaz, Paromita
Dey, Sukanto Chakraborty, Dibakor
Biswas, Khaled ibn Akhter, Farhin
Nusrat, Ajaj Hossain Khan, Shuma
Rani Roy, Anima Roy, Tanusri Dev,
Adrita Anwar and Bishwajit

Sengupta took the stage in turn with
powerful renderings.

Some of the competitors said that
the talent hunt programme had
created an opportunity for young
artistes to extend their horizons
beyond narrow regional bound-
aries. They have continued practic-
ing throughout the competition and
learned a great deal from the judges’
comments, which will ultimately
shape them into 'true' artistes. The
initiative renewed the creative
energy of the artistes, who strive to
uphold human values through

Tagore songs.
Wahidul Haque, Iffat Ara
Dewan, Mihir Nondi,

Mohiuzzaman Chowdhury and
Papiya Sarwar were the judges in
the day's competition. Judges
expressed their contentment with
the standard of the contestants.
All that remains now is the
announcement of the results. The
winners will be announced on
September 6, after the competi-
tionin all five categories ends.

In conversation with Fakir Bazlu Shah

Lives of fakirs through the
eyes of a Lalon devotee

ERSHAD KAMOL, back from
Kushtia

With the death of most Lalon
maestros in the country, Fakir
Bazlu Shah stands apart as one of
the few singers who render
authentic Lalon songs. With his
stentorian voice modulation he
can move the audience. For the
last 38 years he has been regularly
performing Lalon songs at the
akhra (shrine).

Like other fakirs living in the
congested areas of the weavers'
village at Chhewria, Kushtia,
Bazlu Shah's typical day is spent
rendering songs and practicing
some secret devotional rites. Both
he and his wife have gained
Khelafat many years back. When-
ever local and foreign visitors
come to the Lalon Academy Com-
plex, Fakir Bazlu Shah along with
other Bauls perform Lalon songs
playing ektara.

To quote him, "I get a share of
about Taka 80 for my performances,
though the visitors give thousands of
Taka to the committee members of
Lalon Academy Complex. This
complexis run by the people who are
not fakirs or Bauls, rather middlemen
who make a living out of it. With the
exception of Fakir Nizamuddin
Shah, the current Kahdem, none of
the people involved with the shrine
are fakirs."

Initially Bazlu was a jatra (folk
theatre) artiste, from where he
learnt music. Being attracted by
the mysticism of Lalon songs, he
became a Lalon devotee. Lalon
song exponent, late Fakir
Khodaboksha Shah was his guru

Fakir Bazlu Shah

from whom he learnt Lalon songs
and devotional rites of the cult.
Fakir Bazlu Shah said, "We regard
Lalon songs as a spiritual expres-
sion, which is more than mere
music practice. In fact, Lalon
songs are the doctrines of the
devotional rites of the cult. If some-
one practices Lalon songs like the
other genres of music she or he
will miss the essence of the songs.

PHOTO: STAR

As a result, the audience will miss
the real philosophy of the songs
which deliver wonderful mes-
sages."

At present he is one of the
instructors of the Lalon Academy
Complex. He is one of the 25 fakirs
who get government support.
Fakir Bazlu Shah has performed in
different areas of Bangladesh and
India.

Photography
Beauty in

FAYZA HAQ

Bakin Rabbi, whose exhibition of
photography was recently held in
Gallery Zoom, at Alliance
Francaise, learnt his skill from his
father, who was the editor of the
weekly Amod at Comilla. When his

Exhibition

simple things of life

father went for reporting, Bakin
tagged along and tried his hand at
photography. He did a course in
photography from Lille, France and
at the Bangladesh Press Institute.
He enjoys working in particular on
nature and toiling people. He is
inspired by Rashid Talukdar, AKM

Mohsin and Powell Rahman.

Bakin regards photography as an
expensive medium, especially the
developing of the films. He uses
both the digital and optical camera.
He washes the black and white
pictures himself but gets the col-
oured done professionally. "Nowa-
days coloured pictures are in
demand and | prefer the coloured
ones," he says. He adds thatthere is
a shortage of labs for the processing
of the films. He earns his livelihood
by working for Amod.

In Friendship we see a child
playing with a pigeon, with a large
pigeon resting on his head. All
around are trees. The photo has
been taken in Comilla and the cute
little child is the photographer's son.
The red stripes of the child's T-shirt
stand out against the grays and
browns of the backdrop. This is a
happy image of a relationship
between human beings and birds.
Valentine's day brings in two crows
sitting close to one another, on top of
a truck, and rubbing their bills in
admirable companionship.

Another picture depicts women
breaking and collecting stones in
Jaflong. The woman in front has her
sari hitched up and she is toiling with
her spade. In the backdrop one can
see hills and boats in a hazy compo-
sition. A Rangamati woman is seen

busily weaving with threads. At the
back are a pile of finished products
lined up in a neat row. In Ambulance
we see a sick cow being carried for
treatment by a young man in a cart.
Look at us shows two little girls
peeping through a broken slit on the
walls of a mud hut. The happy girls
are smiling widely despite their
poverty.

Beauty sleep shows a tired
rickshaw-puller who is resting. This
picture is taken in Kolkata. The
playing of danguli, a game of sticks,
is brought in Childhood. A woman
rickshaw-puller called Rokeya is
shown in another picture and this
too is a simple but moving photo-
graph. A picture from Cox's Bazaar
shows a chair with a sunshade on
the sand with a crow resting on top.
The holiday makers on the sea
beach have also been included in
the focus. The only coloured item in
the picture is the umbrella.

An old woman, washing grass to
feed her cow is shown in the next
picture. Acrobats brings in three
urchins balancing themselves on a
cycle. In the background are trees
that appear to be whizzing by.

Bakin's pictures, though simple,
stir up the mind, and make one
realise the beauty around us in

Theatre

Generating social awareness
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CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Peoples' Theatre Association
(PTA) in association with Rakhal,
Swedish ITI and Swedish SIDA
have embarked on a school
theatre programme. Under their
current project PTA held two thea-
tre performances: Mushkil Ashan
and Ekti Shiter Ratri at Herbarium

Children artistes performing in the play Ekti Shiter Ratri

The children of Mirpur Annesha
Multimedia school staged Mushkil
Ashan. . The play, directed by Diraj
Mahmud, focused on the problems
that can arise in rural Bangladesh
from malnutrition and the impor-
tance of a balanced diet and
healthy living. This work also
aimed at informing the people
about the causes of water borne

prevented. The story was based on
aking and his kingdom. The people
of the kingdom suffered from bad
heath and malnutrition. They had
no idea of cleanliness or a healthy
lifestyle.The central character of
the drama was played by the royal
physician. He gave proper medi-
cine and explained the importance
of vitamins, balanced diet and
cleanliness. By following the
advice of the royal physician, there
was a dramatic improvement in the
lives of the kingdom's inhabitants.

Explaining his motivation in
directing this play, Diraj Mahmud
said " Every year many children
die because of improper knowl-
edge of their parents. We shall
continue staging such plays to
raise social awareness, " he
added.

The second play, Ekti Shiter
Ratri was staged by Peoples'
Reparatory Association and
directed by Liaquat Ali Lucky. The
playwright is Staffan Gothe and
the translator is Krishti Hefaz. The
focus is on the adverse conse-
quences of rigid discipline on a
child.

Such plays can go along way in
understanding and dealing with
the delicate parent-child relation-
ship.

A weaver at work in the next photo and she is seen  everyday life. auditorium Mirpur recently. diseases and how they can be
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