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30th death anniversary of our

National Poet observed

the Kabibhaban auditorium.

A prize distribution ceremony
for children's drawing competi-
tion was held on the first day of
the programme. The second day
saw the launching of 10 audio
CDs (reproductions) featuring
original versions of Nazrul
songs. A discussion session and
a cultural programme followed.
Chief guest of the occasion,
legendary singer Firoza Begum
along with Nazrul exponents
Asadul Haque and Sudhin Das
and noted singer Rowshan Ara
Mustafiz took part in the discus-
sion. Dr Ashraf Siddiqi, chairper-
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Nazrul Islam, Nazrul Institute
arranged a three-day long
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ERSHAD KAMOL, back from Kushtia

Fakir Bader Shah
Upholding the tradition of Lalon's Akhra

Complex, Lalon's Mazar has become a govemment

son, trustee board of Nazrul
Institute presided over the func-
tion.

Firoza Begum shared her vast
experience and struggle in the
course of becoming a Nazrul

singer. She congratulated Nazrul In
programme,

Nazrul Sangeet Shilpi Porishad
enticed the audience with their
melodious renditions. They com-
menced with two choral render-

Institute for taking on the daunt-
ing task of collecting rare songs
of the famous yesteryear singers
and combining them into audio
CDs. “Very soon we will have over

Heritage

600 songs which would have been
lost if not for the efforts of the
institute,” she concluded.

Nazrul artistes perform at the event

the the

the

last leg of
singers from

tumi.

ings-- Khaybar joyee Ali Haider
and Tolomol tolomol podobhore.
Later Badrunessa Dalia sang Onek
chilo bolar, Ataur Rahman sang
Omon kore hashish na aar, and
Shireen Akhtar sang Bolechiley
Besides them, Shamsad
Begum, Bipasha, Mahbubul Alam,
Chhonda Chakrabati,

part.

On the last

Shaheed

Kabir and Nasreen Jahan also took

day of the
programme on August 29, the
Institute had arranged a discus-
sion and cultural
based on the documentary titled
Chottogram-e Nazrul.

programme

In a large room adjacent to the Chhewria Lalon Dargah
(shrine) in Kushtia district, now known as Lalon
Academy Complex, live Fakir Bader Shah and his
disciples— Fakirani Shona Bibiand Bader's son Kanu.
Fakir Abdul Gani Shah known as Bader Shah was
theKhadem ofLalon's shrine. His mentorwas Fakir Kokil
Shah, whose mentor in tum was Fakir Bholai Shah. And
the latter was the adopted son as well disciple of Fakir
LalonShah.
Like most of the Lalon followers, Bader Shah's
ancestorswereweavers.
Later he became a Lalon follower and subsequently
gained Khilka Khelafat (the highest state of knowledge
and sacredness; the cultbelieves that at this stage one is
prepared to absorb the Lord in the soul) 50 years back.
After gaining Khelafat, men wear white lungis and long
white tunics while women wear white saris and are
forbidden to bear children, though some may do so
before gaining Khelafat.
Fakir Bader Shah said, “Being attracted to Fakir
Lalon Shah's verses which are principles of Ohadaniat
(the belief that glorifies human beings) | became a Lalon
devotee. We believe that all human beings are equal,
irespective of caste and creed. | canrender 200 Kalams
(Lalon songs). And I've heard from my guru that Fakir
Lalon Shah composed over 1,000 Kalams in Dehotatta,
Nabitattaand Shadhondesher.”
Even at the age of 101, the blind Fakir arranges
Shadhushongha (where the Fakirs are entertained) at
his house on Dolpumima (on the full-moon of Bangla
month Phalgun) and on the first day of Bangla month of
Kartik, the death anniversary of Fakir Lalon Shah. At
these gatherings Fakirs perform religious rites and
renderKalams.
Why does he arrange Shadhushangha at his house?
Fakir Bader Shah says, “Since the inoeption of Lalon Academy

Shahisdisciple.

property and the committee that runs the Complex is highly
corrupt. And no Fakirs go there to celebrate Dolpumima or
Pahela Kartik— two major celebrations of the cult— festivals.
Thatswhylamrangethefestivalsnearthefieldofmyhouse.”
FakirBaderShahhasover150disciples. FakiraniShona
Bibi,whotakes careofthe seasoned Fakir, isthe wifeof Bader

Khelafat 10 years back. My husband has sent me
here to take care of my guru.” The other residence
of the room Kanu, the youngest son of Fakir
Bader Shah, said, “I've yet to gain Khelafat. I'm

still in the learning process of becoming a true

devotee of Lalon Shah.”

Fakirani Shona Bibi said, “I've gained Khilka

Overlooked treasures of Shakhari Bazaar

KARIM WAHEED

A visit to Shakhari Bazaar can be a treat for
architecture enthusiasts. Actually, that
would be an understatement; a visit to
Shakhari Bazaar can enthuse people
ranging from tourists to a generation of
youngsters interested in our city's history
and heritage.

It is however unfortunate that the
historic buildings in Old Dhaka, specifi-
cally the ones in Shakhari Bazaar, boast-
ing architectural finesse of different eras
are reduced to rubble. In the name of
urbanisation, things are rapidly changing
but perhaps not in the best interest of the
city.

Architects, archaeologists, urban
planners, historians and cultural activists
have repeatedly expressed their concern

in the preservation of these landmarks
with little positive outcome.

Urban Study Group (USG), a voluntary
organisation formed by a group of archi-
tects, has been campaigning for the
conservation of Shakhari Bazaar. As part
of the campaign, USG is holding an exhi-
bition titled Save Shakhari Bazaar at
Nolinikanta Bhottoshali Gallery, National
Museum. Former chief advisor to care-
taker government, Justice Mohammad
Habibur Rahman inaugurated the exhibi-
tion on August 27. Wolfgang Vollman,
UNESCO representative in Bangladesh
attended the event as special guest.

Architect Taimur Islam, team leader of
USG said that the group has been work-
ing on this campaign for last two years.
Apart from being one of the oldest surviv-
ing sections of Dhaka, Shakhari Bazaar is

home to the Shakhari community. The
community is carrying on the ancestral
tradition of Shankha Shilpo (craft of
shankha or conch shell carving). Bangles
made of conch shells with intricate
designs, commonly referred to as Shakha
are significantly important to religious
Hindus. Shakhari Bazaar is still a centre
of religious activities. Images of celebra-
tions on Durga puja, Kaali puja and
Janmashtami are featured at the exhibit.
USG has done a survey on the resi-
dents of Shakhari Bazaar. About 150
families are involved in the Shankha
craft. Some families earn their living
making musical instruments, paper craft
or crafts using jute-straw or styrofoam
sheet while some are kumar (artisans
making clay figures) and goldsmiths.
Collages at the exhibition feature images
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of these craftsmen at work.

During much of late 18th and 19th
century, the surrounding areas of the
moholla (neighbourhood) formed the
urban core of our city. Shakhari Bazar
was considered as one of the two most
prestigious neighbourhoods of the city
during that period.

Images of buildings in shambles,
crisscrossed by electric wires highlight
architectural features bearing styles of
the bygone glory days. Mughal, late
Mughal, Colonial and Raj -- different
styles are noticeable in the designs.
Exquisitely decorated lonic and Corin-
thian columns, cornices, wooden louvers,
cast-iron railings, wrought-iron joists,
wooden panels and more are visual
delights.

Apart from images, drawings of the
architectural designs are also on display.
The once thriving shakhari community
are now being forced to change their
ancestral profession due to lack of
patronage and incentive. Access to raw
material is also an issue. Conch shells
were once imported from Calcutta. After
Partition (1947) that stopped. Now the
conch shells have to be imported directly
from Sri Lanka and there is a ridiculously
high tariff (32 percent) on the shells.

Taimur Islam points out, "The commu-
nity as well the landmarks make this site
significant to our city's heritage. Cities
have restored historic venues and
declared them as 'Heritage Sites'. Loca-
tions like these can generate interna-
tional interest and give our tourism a
much-needed boost and most impor-
tantly, provide our future generations
with reasons to be proud of our city, one
of the oldest in the subcontinent.”

The exhibition ends today.

Fakir Bader Shah and Fakirani Shona Bibi

Talent hunt
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Final round of '‘Bengal
Bikash' to begin
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The talent hunt programme of
Bengal Foundation, Bengal
Bikash has reached its final
phase. A total of 100 aspiring
singers selected from the previ-
ous three rounds in five catego-
ries will participate in the finals.
The final phase of the five-day
talent hunt will begin at the
National Museum from Septem-
ber 2-5. The finals will begin on
September 2 with Tagore songs,
while competition on songs of
three poets (Atul Prasad, DL Roy
and Rajnikanta), songs of Nazrul,

folk songs and adhunik gaan will
be held in the following days
respectively. Fifteen singers,
three from each of the five catego-
ries, will be announced as win-
ners.

Bengal Foundation embarked
on the talent hunt programme in
May 2005 as part of its endeavour
to uphold the traditional creative
Bangla songs. Among 4,091
competitors, 100 have made it to
the finals, competing in the three
previous rounds over a year.

Winners of the finals will be
announced on September 6.

A Bengal Bikash contestant performs
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