
AFP, Paris

Results of Champions League 
third preliminary round second 
leg matches played on Tuesday: 
At Valencia, Spain 
Valencia (ESP) 3 (Morientes 12, 
Vi l la 31-pen, Si lva 90+3) 
Salzburg (AUT) 0 
Valencia win 3-1 on aggregate 
At Lisbon 
Benfica (POR) 3 (Rui Costa 21, 
Nuno Gomes 45+2, Petit 57) 
Austria Vienna (AUT) 0 
Benfica win 4-1 on aggregate 
At Belgrade 
Red Star Belgrade (SCG) 1 
(Dokic 80) AC Milan (ITA) 2 
(Inzaghi 29, Seedorf 79) 
AC Milan win 3-1 on aggregate 
At Pampeluna, Spain 
Osasuna (ESP) 1 (Cuellar 6) 
Hamburg (GER) 1 (De Jong 74) 
Hamburg win on away goal rule 
after match finished 1-1 on aggre-
gate 
At Kiev 
Maccabi Haifa (ISR) 1 (Colautti 
63) Liverpool (ENG) 1 (Crouch 
54) 
Liverpool win 3-2 on aggregate 
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Juventus sign 
Boumsong
AFP, Newcastle

France defender Jean-Alain 
Boumsong swapped one black 
and white striped shirt for 
another when he joined Italian 
giants Juventus from English 
Premiership side Newcastle 
United.

The 26-year-old was in Turin 
to finalize the 3.3 million pounds 
(6.2 million dollars) deal and 
signed a four-year contract.

Boumsong joined Newcastle 
from Scottish club Rangers in 
January 2005 for an eight million 
pounds fee. However,  he 
endured a dismal spell at St 
James' Park and the Magpies 
were seemingly happy to cut 
their losses.

He was a non-playing mem-
ber of the France squad at the 
World Cup in Germany where 
"Les Bleus" lost to Italy in the 
final after a penalty shoot-out.

Juventus will play a friendly 
against Newcastle at St James' 
Park next year as part of the 
deal.

The sa le  should  boost  
Newcastle boss Glenn Roeder's 
transfer kitty ahead of the trans-
fer window closure at the end of 
the month.

The Magpies are desperate 
for a big-name striker to replace 
the retired club legend Alan 
Shearer and the injured England 
forward Michael Owen.

Roeder has succeeded in 
signing only Republic of Ireland 
winger Damien Duff so far and 
has missed out on landing 
Netherlands forward Dirk Kuyt 
and Germany striker Miroslav 
Klose.

However, the Magpies have 
agreed a 10 million pounds (19 
million dollars) fee with Italian 
side Inter Milan for their Nigeria 
striker Obafemi Martins.

Tevez angers 
Corinthians
AFP, Sao Paulo

Argentine striker Carlos Tevez is in 
hot water with his Brazilian club 
Corinthians after being spotted out 
partying while failing to show up at 
the club's training ground. 

Corinthians have demanded an 
explanation from Tevez, although 
the man who helped Argentina 
reach the quarter-finals of the World 
Cup before being eliminated by 
hosts Germany seems hardly 
bothered. 

Tevez indicated after Sunday's 
18th league game of the seaon, in 
which Corinthians beat Botafogo 1-
0 to climb off the foot of the table, it 
might have been his last game for 
the club. 

According to Corinthians presi-
dent Edvar Simoes on Tuesday, 
Tevez disppeared from the club's 
training ground the day before and 
was later seen at a concert. 

Argent ine televis ion then 
showed footage of Tevez, on 
another occasion, singing in 
Buenos Aires with the music group 
"Los Palmera", without having 
advised his club he would be doing 
so. 

"Tevez has to account for his 
absences and give us a reason why 
he was not at the club," said Simoes. 

The latest episode involving the 
Argentine has added fuel to specu-
lation that he is angling for a move, 
with Europe a possible destination.

Hargreaves 
to make 
Bayern plea
BBC ONLINE

Owen Hargreaves will reportedly 
hold a news conference on 
Wednesday to say he wants to 
leave Bayern Munich.

According to reports, the 25-
year-old will criticise the German 
club for standing in the way of his 
move to Manchester United.

Relations between the two clubs 
soured on Tuesday when Bayern 
threatened to report United for 
breaching Fifa rules with their 
pursuit of Hargreaves.

The England international's 
Bayern contract runs until 2010.

And Bayern are particularly keen 
for him to honour that after losing 
Michael Ballack to Chelsea over the 
summer.

United are thought to be pre-
pared to offer up to £17m for 
Hargreaves, whose stock rose with 
some impressive performances at 
the World Cup.

But Bayern general manager Uli 
Hoeness said: "Bayern Munich will 
never be taken for a ride and 
become weak at the knees as soon 
as a certain level of money is men-
tioned."

La Volpe takes 
over Boca 
Juniors
REUTERS, Buenos Aires

Mexico's World Cup coach 
Ricardo La Volpe was named as 
the new coach of Boca Juniors, 
the most popular club in his native 
Argentina, on Tuesday.

"I'm proud to be in charge of a 
team like Boca Juniors, one of the 
world's great clubs," he told a 
media conference. "It's a big 
responsibility."

La Volpe, who has spent his 
entire coaching career in Mexico, 
replaces Alfio Basile, who will take 
over as Argentina coach from 
Sept. 15.

Basile led Boca to a double in 
the 2005/6 season as they won 
both the Apertura and Clausura 
championships.

The gruff La Volpe, third choice 
goalkeeper in Argentina's 1978 
World Cup-winning squad, took 
Mexico to the last 16 at the World 
Cup, where they lost 2-1 to 
Argentina in the second round.

His contract ended at the 
tournament in Germany.

During his four years in charge 
of Mexico, La Volpe gave the 
team a younger and more com-
petitive edge but he frequently 
clashed with the media.

He was criticised for leaving 
out playmaker Cuauhtemoc 
Blanco, for fielding two foreign-
born players and including his 
son-in-law Rafael Garcia in the 
World Cup squad.

La Volpe had initially turned 
down the Boca job, saying he was 
unfamiliar with Argentine domes-
tic football, before changing his 
mind.

Rodriguez 
extends with 
Atletico
REUTERS, Madrid

Argentina forward Maxi Rodriguez 
has agreed to extend his contract 
with Atletico Madrid until 2010, the 
Pr imera L iga c lub said on 
Wednesday.

Maxi, who joined Atletico from 
Espanyol on a three-year deal in 
2005, was the club's second highest 
scorer with 10 goals last season.

"Atletico have been delighted 
with the player's performance and 
the commitment he has shown 
since he joined the club," Atletico 
said on their Web site.

The 25-year-old, who is reported 
to have rejected an offer to move to 
Inter Milan, was a key member of 
Argentina's team at the World Cup, 
ending the tournament as their joint 
top scorer with three goals.

REUTERS, Madrid

Valencia believe 
they are back 
w h e r e  t h e y  
b e l o n g  a f t e r  
earning a place 
in  the  g roup  
phase of  the 
C h a m p i o n s  

League following their 3-1 aggre-
gate win over Salzburg.

"We've reaped the reward for all 
our hard work of the last season," 
coach Quique Sanchez Flores said 
after Tuesday's 3-0 victory at the 
Mestalla.

"The club has regained the 
prestige we needed and we have 
also ensured that we will receive an 
important economic boost. We're 
back where we belong."

Valencia overcame a 1-0 first-leg 
deficit against the Austrians thanks 
to first-half goals from Fernando 
Morientes and David Villa and a late 
strike from midfielder David Silva.

"It was a vital game for us," said 
Morientes, who joined Valencia 
from Liverpool during the close 
season. "We needed to win after the 
first leg, but in the end everything 
went as planned."

Valencia, who reached the final 
of the Champions League in 2000 
and 2001 and won the UEFA Cup in 
2004, missed out on European 
competition last season but will now 
join Barcelona and Real Madrid in 
the group phase of the continent's 
elite club competition.

There was no such luck, how-
ever, for Osasuna who missed out 
after a late goal from Hamburg SV 

midfielder Nigel de Jong wiped out 
the Navarrans' early lead and put 
the German side through on away 
goals.

"It was a very tough defeat to 
take, especially as the game was so 
even and there was so much at 
stake," said Osasuna coach Jose 
Angel Ziganda.

But Ziganda was determined to 
see the bright side of the defeat for a 
team that equalled its best ever 
result in the Primera Liga with a 
fourth place finish last season.

"The team was fantastic in all 
senses," he said. "In terms of atti-
tude, effort and play we were able to 
match a big side like Hamburg. I'm 
really proud of the players."

The draw for the Champions 
League group phase takes place in 
Monaco on Thursday.

Valencia make return

INTERNET, undated

A makeshift Bayern side proved no 
match for the European champions 
on a night when Ronaldinho and Co 
produced half an hour of their awe-
some best.

A 77,662 crowd gathered at the 
legendary Camp Nou to witness the 
41st annual duel for the Joan 
Gamper Trophy, named for the 
founder of the iconic Catalan club.

The German champions made a 
decent fist of it at the start, but once 
the star-studded home team 
reached operating temperature, it 
was plain the Reds' sixth tilt at the 
prestigious pre-season accolade 
would end as fruitlessly as the 
previous five.

A sumptuous Ronaldinho free-
kick and a trademark Samuel Eto'o 
brace put the home side three to the 
good before the interval, and 
Saviola rounded of the scoring in the 
second half.

To their credit, the battling 
Bayern side never gave in and were 
a shade unlucky not to net a conso-
lation in an encouraging finish, but 
the Bavarians will still be hoping to 
avoid the vibrant Catalans in 
Thursday's draw for the Champions 
League group phase.

The warm-up nature of the match 
was reflected in neither side starting 
at full strength. For Bayern, Lucio 
and Owen Hargreaves were miss-
ing with flu, while coach Felix 
Magath chose to rest Messrs Lahm, 
Schweinsteiger, Makaay and Santa 
Cruz.

Ri jkaard omit ted summer 
signings Lilian Thuram and Eidur 
Gudjohnsen at the start, but fielded 
a l ineup including Gianluca 
Zambrotta, Deco, Lionel Messi, 
Eto'o and Ronaldinho.

Bayern opened brightly probing 
through Podolski and Pizarro but 
midway through the half, Barca first 
engaged and then ran smoothly up 
through the gears in an increasingly 
irresistible display which ripped the 
heart out of Bayern's first-half resis-
tance.

Messi and Ronaldinho loosed off 
warning shots before the Brazilian 
ace opened the scoring on the half-
hour with a phenomenal 25-yard 
free-kick, curled to perfection 
beyond Kahn and into the top cor-
ner.

Eto'o doubled the score soon 
after following up after Kahn had 

brilliantly parried Ronaldinho's 
ferocious drive, and the deadly 
Cameroon hitman was on target 
again five minutes from half-time, 
flicking the ball over the Bayern 
keeper after Hummels' attempted 
clearance unluckily ricocheted back 
towards goal.

Rijkaard sent out an entirely 
fresh eleven for the second period 
but unfortunately from a Munich 
point of view, the pattern remained 
the same as Kahn came up short 
against Ludovic Giuly, leaving 
Saviola a simple task to net the 
fourth.

Barca rout makeshift Bayern

REUTERS, Madrid

Mali international 
M a h a m a d o u  
Diarra completed 
his 26 million-euro 
($33.4 mi l l ion) 
m o v e  f r o m  
Olympique Lyon to 
Real Madrid when 
he was unveiled to 

the media on Tuesday.
The 25-year-old was rushed to 

the Bernabeu after undergoing a 
medical following his arrival in the 
city late in the afternoon.

The player's presentation was 
delayed because of arguments 
between Real and Lyon over who 
would pay the 1.3 million euros in 
compensation to his previous clubs 
Bamako, OFI Crete and Vitesse 
Arnhem for their role in the player's 
development.

Radio Marca reported that the 
deal finally went through after 

Real, Lyon and the player agreed 
to share the payments between 
them.

"It was a difficult signing, but 
Fabio Capello had expressly asked 
for the player," said Real president 
Ramon Calderon. "We needed him 
to strengthen our midfield and 
Capello considered him vital in 
order to consolidate this new 
project.

"He an intelligent footballer who 
knows how to defend and also how 
to attack -- a complete player."

The holding midfielder could 
make his debut in Wednesday's 
p r e - s e a s o n  m a t c h  a g a i n s t  
Anderlecht in the Bernabeu 
Trophy.

Neither club disclosed fee 
details but Spanish media say the 
nine-times European champions 
have agreed to pay Lyon some 26 
million euros, making Diarra the 
most expensive close-season 
signing in the Primera Liga.

Diarra is the fourth player to join 

Real since Ramon Calderon was 

elected president last month and 

brings the club's total close-season 

spending to over 60 million euros.

Real have also signed Italy's 

World Cup-winning captain Fabio 

Cannavaro and Brazil midfielder 

Emerson from Juventus and Dutch 

striker Ruud van Nistelrooy from 

Manchester United.

A key figure in the Lyon midfield, 

Diarra joined the French side from 

Vitesse in 2002 and has won the 

last four Ligue 1 titles with the club.

He will team up with Emerson to 

form what Real hope will be a 

watertight partnership in central 

midfield, a problem area since 

French midfielder Claude Makelele 

left for Chelsea in 2003.

Diarra completes 
Madrid move

AFP, London

Liverpool manager Rafael Benitez 
emerged from his side's successful 
Champions League test against 
Maccabi Haifa with mixed feelings 
on Tuesday after seeing his injury 
list grow. 

Liverpool scraped through to 
the Champions League group 
stages after a less than convincing 
3-2 aggregate victory following a 1-
1 draw against the Israelis. 

But as they head into their final 
Premiership game before the 
international break, Benitez has 
concerns. 

Full back Stephen Warnock is 
out for two weeks with an ankle 
injury while midfielder Mohamed 
Sissoko should miss three weeks 
with a knee problem. 

Benitez said: "We are in the 
group stages and I believe we 

deserve to be so ... But the worst 
thing for us is the injuries to 
Stephen and Momo. Both will be 
out for a while." 

That means they will miss 
Saturday's home league game 
with West Ham, along with Jamie 
Carragher, John Arne Riise and 
Gabriel Paletta, who all missed the 
trip to the neutral ground in Kiev 
with injuries. 

It was a subdued Benitez who 
now awaits the Champions 
League draw in Friday, knowing his 
team are among the top seeds and 
are now guaranteed around 12 
million pounds (22.7 million dol-
lars) in cash from the UEFA pot. 

But he said: "We are not at 100 
per cent yet, I know that. It has 
been a difficult preparation for this 
season with so many of the players 
returning at different times from the 
World Cup. 

"When we have got over this 
game with West Ham and then the 
two-week international break you 

will see a side improving and 
progressing together and ready to 
take on the really big teams in the 
Champions League. 

"You will see a much better 
team then." 

The crucial aggregate victory 
came about thanks to Peter 
Crouch's second-half header, and 
means Liverpool have reached the 
stage of the competition where the 
really big money can be earned, 
which Benitez has already said is 
vital to pay for his squad rebuilding. 

"It has been very hard to get the 
players to the same level of physi-
cal preparation," added the 
Spaniard. 

"They have all returned from the 
summer at different times because 
of the World Cup and that has 
made things very difficult. 

"Maybe after the next couple of 
weeks and then when the interna-
tional break is over you will see a 
side that can progress more 
together." 

Injury list grows for L'pool

INTERNET, undated

Hamburg sealed 
their place in the 
lucrative group 
stages of the 
C h a m p i o n s  
League with a 
thrilling 1-1 draw 
against Osasuna 

i n  P a m p l o n a  o n  Tu e s d a y.  
Elsewhere, La Liga side Valencia 
also booked their  place in 
Thursday's group phase draw with a 
3-0 win over Salzberg at the 
Mestalla.

Nigel de Jong's 74th minute 
equaliser saw Hamburg through 
after Javier Cuellar opened the 
scoring for Osasuna with an early 
headed goal on six minutes.

The Basque side started the 
better in a brilliantly intimidating 
atmosphere in the Estadio Reyno 
de Navarra, Cuellar delighting the 

crowd with his header after some 
poor marking from the Hamburg 
defence.

Indeed, the visitors looked a little 
uncomfortable in the white-hot 
atmosphere from the outset and the 
goal did nothing to settle their 
nerves.

But the Bundesliga side did 
manage to compose themselves 
enough to create a handful of first 
half chances, Boubacar Sanogo 
and Benjamin Lauth both going 
close with headers.

Hamburg were able to build on 
that in the second half and the more 
the game progressed, the more 
likely a tie-winning equaliser 
became as Osasuna began to let 
their nerves get the better of them.

With Rafael van der Vaart in the 
mood to play, Hamburg's equaliser 
was never far away, and sure 
enough the Germans made their 
pressure count with just over fifteen 

minutes left when de Jong was 
presented with a chance he could 
not miss.

It was van der Vaart's deep free 
kick which was headed back across 
the face of goal by Demel to find the 
Dutchman unmarked. He made no 
mistake and slotted home from two 
yards leaving the Spanish side 
claiming Demel fouled at the back 
post.

The home side could, and 
should, have stolen it at the death, 
but substitute Pierre Webo missed a 
golden opportunity to become the 
hero for the night when he headed 
over from Raul Garcia's cross when 
Savo Milosevic was in a far better 
position to score.

That left the unfortunate Webo as 
the lasting image of the night, as he 
sank to his kness at full time with his 
head buried in the turf, just wishing 
the magnificent public would leave 
him alone in his misery.

Away goals do it 
for Hamburg 
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New Real Madrid signing, midfield hardman Mahamadou Diarra gives the thumbs-up sign during his routine medical 
in a clinic in Madrid.

PHOTO: AFP

VIVA VILLA: Valencia's Spanish international forward David Villa is elated after scoring against Salzburg in Tuesday's Champions League qualifying match at 
the Mestalla.

PHOTO: AFP

Barcelona forward Ronaldinho is congratulated by teammates Thiago Motta 
(L) and Rafael Marquez (R) following his goal against Bayern in the Joan 
Gamper Trophy at the Camp Nou on Tuesday.
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