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In Remembrance of
Peter Sewitz & Film
Screening

Titles: 'Dhaka Tokai' and 'Dhaka
Rickshaw'

Organiser: Bangladesh Federation of
Film Societies

Venue: German Cultural Centre,
Date and time: August 20, at 6:30 pm

Classical Musical
Soiree

Artist: Shaheenur Reza and Rezwan Ali
Organiser: Shuddha Sangeet Prosar
Goshthi

Venue: Bishwa Shahittya Kendra, Dhaka
Date: August 31

Tagore's thoughts on the
eternal journey

In conversation with Mita Haq

MAHMUDA AFROZ
ITA Haq, a leading Rabindra
Sangeet exponent talks
about her love, respect and
passion for the genre and for the mae-
stro himself - Rabindranath Tagore.
Brought up in a culture-oriented family,
Mita feels that it would have been

presence everyday.

“Besides, Tagore himself never
believed that death is an ultimate end.
In his songs, he depicts death as a
joyous journey. Many people do not
understand the depth of his lyrics and
don't relate to many of his songs with
death, though they were written
explicitly with the phenomenon in
mind." She gives an example:

Shomukhey shanti parabar,

Movie watch

'The Message' comes to Dhaka

The Message, a 1977 epic on the
origin of Islam, was released at Star
Cineplex, Bashundhara City Shop-
ping Mall on August 18. Star
Cineplex has acquired the last
original 35mm print and theatrical
and TV rights for Bangladesh, says
apressrelease.

The Message, directed by
Moustapha Akkad and starring
Anthony Quinn, Irene Papas and
Michael Ansara, chronicles the life
and times of Muhammad (PBUH).
Released in both Arabic and Eng-

trange if she didn't take to singing and it : i | lish, the film serves as an introduc-
Photograph S . bhashao toroni he kormodhor, tumi )

. _g_ p y was Rabindra Sangeet that moved her hobey chiroshathee... tion to early Islamic history.
Exhibition the most. Not that there was any pres- Itis tough to translate or gettheright | Although the movie revolves around

Title: Cha Garam
Organiser: Pathshala: South Asian

sure from the family, but songs were in
hergenesand shejustloved singing.

essence in English, clarifies Mita:
"Even though he sensed death nearby

Muhammad (PBUH), his image is
not depicted in any way throughout

Institute of Photography Mita started singing even before he was not sad about it, ratherhe was | {he movie. Instead actors were left
Venue: Alliance Francaise-Gallery Zoom she knew how to formulate proper g:g'{;? fﬁn%aﬁgréohgeeﬁoﬂﬁzgr ftc?r tgﬁ to talk to the camera.
Date:August 10-23 words. “All these weird uii kuii noises Akkad faced resistance from

Time:9am-12 pmand 5 pm-9 pm

Solo Painting
Exhibition

Artist: Abdus Shakoor

Venue: Shilpangan, Road 3, House
13/A, Dhanmondi

Date: August 24-September 07

Time: 10:00 am- 1:00 pm and 5:00 pm-
8:00 pm

Solo Photography
Exhibition

Photographer: Bakin Rabbi
Organiser: Alliance Francaise de Dacca
Venue: Zoom Gallery, Alliance

Francaise
Date: August 24-September 06

would come out of my mouth as |
would try and imitate my elders. Since |
can remember | used to barge into
family music gatherings and demand
in my childish local dialect ami gaan
gamu, ami bajamu (| want to sing, |
wantto play).”

Today, Mita is well-versed in Tagore
songs. She has been a music teacher
for over 16 years. Mita elaborates on
the maestro's philosophy on death
and her own ideas: about his death. “It
is a complicated emotion,” expresses
Mita. "Tagore enriched us with his
songs and poetry on death. Though he
is no longer with us, a sense of loss
should not overcome us. He has left so
much for us that | personally feel his

cven though he sensed death nearby he
was not sad about it, rather he was
looking forward to get closer to the

creator in whom he looked for an eternal

partner

eternal partner, he wanted this partner
to embrace him and take him in His
cradle."

In another song, Tagore, who went
by the pseudonym Bhanu Shingho,
said:

Moronorey tuhu momo shyam
shoman...

Elaborates Mita, “What he means
by this song is that death is the only
inevitable thing on earth. It will not
leave you, it will not deceive you.
Death is bound to come and will never
part with anyone. It is one's ultimate
partner.”

For Mita, Tagore's death is just
biological and not spiritual: “Tagore
always spoke and wrote about
death with a realistic approach.
Perhaps we need to take a cue from

Hollywood in making a film about
the origins of Islam. He saw the film
as a way to bridge the gap between
the Western and Islamic world.

The movie will be screened at
11am, 2:50pm and 6:40pm daily,
excepton Wednesdays.

The__
Message

The Story of Islam

Spike Lee's Katrina film to open in
Toronto film festival

Filmmaker Spike Lee's new documentary about the Hurri-
cane Katrina disaster in New Orleans will have its Canadian
opening at the Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF).

the greatbard.”

BTV introduces target audience
focused programmes

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

In view of public demand, taste and
need, BTV has re-scheduled its
current programmes. In a recent
press briefing, Nasimul Ghani,
director general, BTV, said that as
the only terrestrial channel in the
country, BTV has introduced Target
Audience Focused Transmission
(TAFT) system from August 17. In
doing so, BTV hopes to generate
more audience interest. He added
that the reason for this initiative is
that people from different demo-
graphic groups watch TV at different
times.

Research has been done to
categorise the viewers and to deter-
mine the schedule of the
programmes according to their
taste. In-house training and moni-
toring, workshop with eminent
producers, a study circle, work-
shops for newscasters, training of
camera crew and set designers are
alsoin progress, Ghani said.

The DG also said that BTV will be
introducing several new
programmes on agriculture in
SAARC countries, talk shows,
musical programmes, global cin-
ema and sports-based programmes
from this month.

A warm reception was
accorded to Professor
Yunus and his daughter
Monica Yunus by
Welfare Shishu
Academy at Ramu,
Cox's Bazar. Young
members of the acad-
emy performed songs
and dances at the
cultural programme.
Professor Yunus spoke
and Monica Yunus sang
at the occasion

Telefilm Bhrammoman Golpok
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CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

A tele-film, titted Bhrammoman
Golpokar, will be aired tonight at
8:15pm on Channel 1. The play is
written by Ali Fida Ekram Tojo and
directed by Shahiduzzaman Selim.

The characters of the play are
easy to relate to. Kakon belongs to an
affluent family. She doesn't have to
worry about anything. On the other
hand, Junaid struggles to survive. He
doesn't have education, a job or any
remarkable achievement that makes
him extraordinary. The story, how-
ever, makes a u-turn and the lead
characters find themselves in
reverse positions.

The cast of the play includes

Talk show 'Citycell
Tarokakothon' on Channel i

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

To hear some punsters tell it, it's time for Hollywood to

"kick asp."

When The Levees Broke: A Requiem In Four Acts shines
a powerful spotlight on the administration's stunning incom-
petence in assisting survivors.

The first two hour-long segments debut on HBO on
August 21 with the second two segments airing on August
22. The film, which takes the viewers from the hours before
the crisis through efforts to rebuild the city, will be shown inits
entirety on August 29 to mark the storm's firstanniversary.

Lee travelled to New Orleans seven times to interview
residents, many of whom offer tales of heroic struggle and
sacrifice. The goats in this real-life drama come almost
exclusively from the political realm.

Despite warnings about the coming storm's likely ferocity,
Mayor Ray Nagin dallied until the day before it struck to give
amandatory evacuation order. The emergency plan to send
citizens to the Super Dome created a situation that city

resident Shelton "Shakespeare" Alexander says was reminis-
centofslavery's "middle passage".

Citycell Tarokakothon, a talk show aired live on Channel i. Each epi-

sode of the talk show features a discussion where a celebrity guest from

the realms of small screen, silver screen and music discuss various

topics.

Directed by Ananya
Ruma, the programme
seeks to share insight on
the celebrity guest. The
audience can speak to
the guest on the phone.
The show also features a
quiz contest for the view-
ers.
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TV GUIDE

After endless parodies, Weblogs, videos, books,
news reports and T-shirts, Snakes on a Plane finally
opens in the US today with no one knowing quite what
to expect from the super-hyped film other than a story
aboutreptiles patrolling a panicky passenger jet.

There have been no advance showings of the $30
million dollar movie after an amazing run of publicity
that seems to have the whole wired world contributing
ideas to flesh out a story from an intriguing title -- a title
producers once seriously thought of changing
because it gave the plot away.

Smart moviegoers usually avoid a film released
without advance screenings because it can indicate a
studio knows the movie is bad. But "Snakes" is
unusual. People who have never seen it already call
themselves "fans" and many hope it will be awful.

For about a year, bloggers and Web-surfing
moviegoers have built a groundswell of excitement for
the action flick about an FBI agent protecting a wit-
ness whom the Mafia tries to kill via snake bite on a
long flight, turning the movie into a pop-culture phe-
nomenon.

The film's star, Samuel L Jackson, threatened to .
either.

Samuel L Jackson in a scene from the film

face situations we dread. No one trapped mid-flight
with a bunch of slithering killers can walk away.
Producers or the film hope, the audience won't

> Shahiduzzaman Selim, Rozi The show is aired quit when the studio considered changing the title,
- - - - Siddiqui, Intekhab Dinar, Sanjida | everyday at 12:30 pm saying he'd taken the job based on the name. More ]
The cast of Bhrammoman Golpokar Prity and others. except Friday. than that, the title captured the idea of being forced to ~ Source: Internet
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