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Kalle calls for
Juve ejection

INTERNET, nndared

Bayern Munich president Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge believes
Juventus' membership of the G4
group of top EBuropean clubs
should be reconsidered following
their role in the Italian match-
fixing scandal.

Ofthe four teams investigated -
Juventus, AC Milan, Fiorentina and
Lazio - only the Turin ¢lub suffered
relegation from Serie A, with the
others deducted points for next
Season.

Rummenigge, whose club are
members. of G14 along with
Premlership trio Manchester
United, Arsenal and Liverpool,
said: "The way they have acted with
the scandal hasalso damaged usin
the group of bigclubs.

‘The [G14 membership] ques-
tion will be posed and we will have
to discussit.’

He claims the Ialian clubs
involved in this summer's trial
have got off lightly after 'ruining,
football’ s credibility’,

Juve will start their Serie B cam-
paign next season with a 17-point
handicap, making their return to
the top Hight at the first attempt a
difficult task. Milan will start Serie
A eight points behind their rivals,
with punishments of 11 and’ 19-
paint deductions handed down to
Lazio and Fiorentina, respectively.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 8

Canna calls
Mexes, Chivu

INTERNET, undated

Fabio Cannavaro chose to join
Fabio Capello at Real Madrid and
now wants Roma's Cristian Chivu
andPhilippe Mexes to followsuit.

The two players have been
heavily linked to the Spaniards this
week, as it's elaimed they are top of
Capello's wish-list after the arrival
of Cannavaro and his ex-Juventus
teammalte Emerson.

“Lam aReal Madrid player and it
is the Coach who decides these
matters, but Mexes and Chivu are
two excellent defenders. They
proved their worth in Italy and
would certainly do well in Madrid,"
Hetold newspaper ‘As’.

Roma are resisting the offers
from the Bernabeu, bt Real scouts
will be in the stands when they face
Valencia in tonight's prestigious
friendly match.

SEE PAGE 16 COL 2

Young Bayern off to
bright start

AFP, Munfch

Reigning cham-
pions Bayern
Munich got their
titie defence off
to a winning
start defeating
Borussia
Dortmund 2-0
here on Fridayin
the curtain raiser to the 2006/07
Bundesligaseason.

Bavern, winners of back-to-
back league and cup doubles,
looked far from their best in pre-
season warm-up matches but put
that behind them to overrun
Dortmund.

"Dortmund had too many
chancesand we owedalotto (goal-
keeper) Oliver Kahn," Bayern
coach Felix Magath said.

*1 said we would take some time
toget going after theWorld Cup but
we have three points on the board
and thatisall thatmatters.”

Dutch'international striker Roy
Makaayopened the scoringafter 24
minules to go some way to putting
hisWorld Cup miserybehind him.

The 31-year-old Makaay was
heartbroken after manager Marco
van Basten left him out of the
Netherlands World Cup squad but
a free summer has left him fit and
sharp and he rattled the post after
just 27 seconds.

In the 24th minute Makaay got
his goal with a precise right-footed
shot curling into the corner to
delight the majority of the 69,000
fansatthe Allianz Arena.

Dortmund had been pegged on
the back foot for most of the first
half but their new strike duo
Alexander Frei and Nelson Valdez
offered hope.

Swiss international Frel hit the
crossbar in the 14th minute and
Paraguayan imternational Valdez
should have equalised on the half
hour mark but Kahn pulled off a
smartsave,

"We had chances but did not
take them and Bayern were just
that bit too clever," admitted
Dortmund defender Christoph
Metzelder.

"Theysat deep and we could not
getthrough.”

The 37-year-old Kahn was

making his 500th Bundesliga
appearance and pulled off some
goodsavesto keepacleansheet,

"We put the poor pre-season
results behind us and got ofi to a
goodstart,” said Kahn,

"It is great to reach 500
Bundesliga games, Now [ will con-
centrate on playingmany more.”

German international Bastian
Schweinsteiger gave Bayern the
cushion they craved in the 55th
minute drilling a low shot past
RomanWeidenfeller,

It was a timely strike from
Schweinsteiger with new Germany
coach Joachim Low watching from
thestands.

Bayern now sit top of the 18-
strong Bundesliga and few would
bet against them being there in
May2007.

On Saturday; SV Hamburg, one
of Bayern's main title rivals, host
Arminia Bielefeld hoping to get off
toagood start.

Elsewhere last season's run-
ners-up Werder Bremen - led by
World Cup Golden' Boot winner
Miraslav Klose - travel to Hannover
onSunday.

Azzurri minus champions

K¥Wrootball

INTERNET, unduted

Massimo Ambrosini and Fabio
Liveraniare amongthose returning
to the Azzurri squad for Roberto
Donadoni's first match in charge, a
friendly against Croatia.

The tactician named his call-
ups this afternoon and, as he had
warned, the World Cup 'winners
were left athome to ease theit pre-

Fseason preparitions Sb'soon aftér

the end oftheir summer holidays.

Milan midfielder Ambrosini
hadn't worn the Azzurti jersey
since a 1-0 win in Moldova on
September 8, 2004. His carear tally
for his country is of 22 appear-
ances.

Liverani has impressed over the
last campaign at Lazio and his
move to Fiorentina has coincided
with a call-up 1o the laly side.
Tommaso Rocehi alsp earned his

spot after some fine performances
atthe Olimpico.

Chievo winger Franco Semioli' |
had two call-ups during Marcello

Goalkeepers: Marco Amelia (Livamao),
Flavio Roma (Monaco)
Defenders: Danele Bonera (Milan),
Giorglo Chiellinl (Juventus), Giulio
Falcone {Sampdoria), Manuel Pasgual
(Fiorentina), Christian Terlizzi
Sampdoria), Luciano, Zaur (Lazio),
ristian Zenoni {Sampdaria)
Midfielders: Massima Ambrosini (Mitan),
Gennaro: Del Vecchio (Sampdoria),
Massimo Gobbi (Florentina), Fabio
Liverani (Fiorentina), Stefano Morrone
(Livoma), Angelo Palombo (Sampdonia),
Franco Semioll (Ghievo)
Forwards: Andrea Caracelolo
{Palerma), David D] Michele (Palerma),
tonio DI Natale (Udinese), Mauro
Esposito, (Cagliari), Cristiano. Lucareli
(Livorno), Tommasa Rocchi (Lazio)
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Lippi's reign and was an alternate
for the World Cup party, but his
international career effectively
beginsnow.

As expected, Cristiano Lucarelli
returns to the fold, having worked
with Coach Donadoni during their
time at Livorno. The 30-year-old
scored one goal in two games
under Lippi, butwas never recalled
after that 2005 summer tour of the
115.

Other new faces include
Sampdoria men Angelo Palombo,

Gt Faledyi# Hifid "Gennaro el
| VMecchio,
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Donadoni’sTtaly debutwill be at
his old hunting ground, Livorno's
Stadio Armando Picchi, for a
friendly against Croatia on
Wednesday evening,

The first official tests will be the
Euro 2008 qualifiers with Lithuania
at Napoli's Stadio San Paolo an
September 2 and the crunch match
in Paris with World Cup Finalists
France on September 6.
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PHOTO AFP
NEW ENGLISH ORDER: England's new football manager Steve McClaren (C) ata press conference to present his England's new captain John Terry (R) and
new assistantmanager Terry Venables (L) on Friday in London.

McClaren firm over axe

%3 Football

AFP, London

New England boss Steve McClaren
injists he will not be afraid to make
mire tough decisions after he
swing the axe on David Beckham's
intirnational career,

lormer skipperBeckham, along
witl fellow veterans David James
andSol Campbell, were the high-
prolle pames missing from
MeCaren's plans as he named his
first Syuad to face European cham-
pions Greece in a friendly on
Wednsgday.

Mcilaren, who succeeded
Sven-yoran Eriksson afier
Englanls disappointing World
Cup ¢arpaign, says the Beckham
bombshil is part of a long-term
plan aimd at Burp 2008 and the
2010Worl Cup finals.

He alSdsaiel there was no pres-

sure from the Football Association’s
commercial department o Keep
Beckhaminthesquad.

"I've got the job and [ want to
approach it my way and make my
decisions andlive or die by them,"
sald MeClaren.

“There was certainly no com-
mercial pressure to keep David
Beckham in the sgquad. 1tis a foot-
ball decisionand 1 think everybody
around the country and in the FA
respected thedecision Il made.”

Beckham was told of the deci-
sion on Monday before he flew to
the USA for Real Madrid's pre-
Season tour.

He took it on the chin, said he
understood and told McClaren he
would do everything hecanto win
back hisplace.

"Having spoken to Steve
McClaren: this week 1 can fully
understand that a new manager
should want to make his mark on
the team and build towards the

nextWorld Cup,” Beckham saidina
statement.

“I'm proud to have played for
England for 10 years and my pas-
sion for representing my country
TemMaAins as strong as ever.

“I'dlike to wish the best of luck
to (new skipper) JohnTerry and will
offer him my complete support in
the future.”

McClaren told Beckham,
Campbell and James the door will
never be closed but admitted he
had started to think about a new
direction for the team as soon he
landed thejobin April.

"As ston as 1 got the job and as
s00n as we were out of the World
Cup and David relinquished the
captaincy, mymind was focused on
the jobinhand, " said the manager.

S"That was getting together my
backroom staff, picking a new
captain and' getting together a
squad for the future.

"So it has never really been out

of my thoughts since | actually got
thejob,"

McClaren was on Eriksson's
coaching team for the World Cup
where England were knocked out
inthe quarter-finals.

It provided him with'a close-up
of the players at his disposal but he
refused to criticise the displays of
Beckham or anyone. else in
Germany.

The England boss said: "I'm not
going to enter into a debate about
the World Cup and people's perfor-
mances there, aboutwhetheritwas
disappointing orwhatever,

"There were lots of lessons to be
learned ‘and lots of things I took on
board during thattime which Thope
will take me forward into thisjob.

"AllTwill say is thatit goeswith-
out saying that David Beckhamis 4
great player, he's been a fantastic
player for England and'he's been a
greatcaptain,

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2
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PHOTO: AFP

Bayern players (From L-R) Bastian S::hwemslmger, Hasan Salihamdzic, Roque Santa Cruz and Daniel van Buytan

cp!eh raga&g,hwalnslq iger'sgoal d unng theirmatch against Dortmund at thnA;
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We can match
Chelsea:
Bellamy

AFP, Cardiff

Liverpool can push champions
Chelsea all the way this season,
new Reds striker Craig Bellamy
insisted on Saturday ahead of the
clubs” clash in the Community
Shield season opener.

The 27-year-old Welsh star, who
signed for 6 million pounds (11.4
ntillion dollars) from Blackburm this
summer, is a lifelong Liverpool fan
and desperate to return the clubito
theirglory days ofthe 1970s and 80s.

"T've grown up with the club I
supported winning leagues yvear in
and year out. Not just titles but
doubles and all sorts, and that is
where 1 envisage this club being,”
Bellamy said.

“Chelsea are the benchmark for
thie rest of the country, but I do
Lelieve we can match them this
spason.

"You associate Liverpool with
going for the league. 1t is what this
clubis all about and thatiswhat we
will be starting this season aiming
for.”

The Community Shield, the
traditional curtain raiser to the
Premiership season, seesthe reign-
ing champijons - thisyear Chelsea -
take on the FA Cup holders.

Usually played atWembley; with

i the London stadium still being

redeveloped it will again take place
on Sunday at the Millennium
Stadium in Cardiff - another bonus
for the patriotic Bellamy.

SEE PAGE 18 COL 8

Kehl blow for
Germany

AFP, Munich

Germany's new coach Joachim
Low received a bad piece of news
on Saturday with Borussia
Dortmund confirming their
midfielder Sehastian Kehl would
beoutforuptoamonthwith aknee
injury.

Kehl will now miss Germany's
friendly match with Sweden on
Wednesday and more importantly
the first two Euro 2008 qualifiers
against Ireland and'San Marino.on
September 2 and 6 respectively.

Kehl, part of the Germany team
that finished third ar the World
Cup, sustained the injury in his
side's 2-0 defeat to Bayern Munich
on Frday in the opening game ol
the Bundesligaseason,

The 25-year-old midfielder,
capped 31 times for his country,
collided with' England’ interna-
tional Owen Hargreaves in the 19th
minute and had to be stretchered
offthefield.

Rivals clash gets

Senna, Sorin
on way out

REUTERS, Madrid

Villarreal hope to sell Argentina
captain Juan Pablo Sorin and
Spain midfielder Marcos Senna
but are prepared to keep both
players if they do not receive big
enoughoffers.

Club president Fernando Roig
said a deal to sell Sorin to Bolton
Wanderers appeared to have
fallen through but added that they
expected’ Manchester United 1o
make aconcrete offer forSenna.

"We had reached an agreement
with Bolton for Sorin but the
player wasn't convinced by the
deal that was on offer and he has
come back to our club,” Roig was
quoted as saying on the club'sWeb
site on Saturday.

"If we get another offer that
interests both us and the player
then we will accept it, if not then
we will honour the two years that
hehas left on his contract,

"Manchester United have
asked abouv Senna, but there is
nothing settled yet.

“The English clubwill probably
make contact with us again next
week, but at the moment he
temains a Villarreal player and if
he isn't sold he will' see out the
remainder of his eontract (until
June2007)."

Roig said Villarreal were inter-
ested in signing Argentina centre
back Roberto Ayala although
Valencia were not willing to nego-
tiateover the player.

Ayala launched a scathing
attack on Valencia on Friday,
saying that he wanted to leave the
club afterhe complained they had
backed out of promised two-year
extension to his contract which
concludes at the end of the forth-
CoOmingseason.

"I spoke to the president of
Valencia (Juan Bautista Soler) on
the phone, but e told me the elub
had no intention of negotiating
with Villarreal and [ respect his
wvrheq s,l;dl!p;‘t_.,,‘
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season underway

LS9 Football

AFP, Cardiff

Old enemies Jose Mourinho and
Rafael Benitez lock horns yet again
this weekend as Chelsea and
Liverpool compete for the
Community Shield, the traditional
opener to the English Premiership
Sedason.

On the field, the teams will be
led out by England's new captain
andvice-captain, respectively John
Terry of Chelsea and Liverpool's

Sunday's game at the Millennium
Stadium In Cardiff offers a chance
to show that his Liverpool side are
still able to get the better of Chelsea
on big occasions, despite the
Londoners' current dominance in
the English game.

The teams have 10 met imes in
the past two seasons thanks to a
series of cupand European clashes,
with Liverpool famously knocking
the Blues out of the Champions
League en route to winning the
trophyin 2005,

Nonctheless, Benitez can only
lookenviously at Chelsea's consec-

utive titles given thar Liverpool
won the last of thelr record 18
championshipswaybackin 1990.

The managers' frosty relations
were not helped by comments
Mourinho, made during a pre-
season US tour in which he seemed
to. dismiss the Reds' Premiership
hopes this year.

But speaking on Fridayahead of
the Community Shield, Mourinho
insisted there was no animosity.

"Maybe he has a problem with
me -~ but I'do not have a problem
not between me and Rafouv)

SEE PAGE 18 COL 6

Cobham, Surrey on Friday,

Steven Gerrard, named by national
coach Steve McClaren this week,

While the Community Shield
itselfis a prize of minimal prestige,
the game -- which pits the previous
season's Premiership title holders
against the FA Cup winners -- cin
haye great significance as a pointer
fortheseasonto come,

This is especially true this year
with both teams unveiling some
major signings, among them
Michael Ballack and Andriy
Shevchenko for Chelsea and
Liverpool's Craig Bellamy and
Jermaine Pennant.

For Liverpool manager Benitez,

PHOTO. AFP
Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho speaks to the media during a press conference at Chelsea's training ground in

Predict the winner
for today's cricket match
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