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Sajjad Sharif _

You all know that today is World Day Against Child Labour, We
have gathered here o discuss the cntical situation of child labour
in the context of Bangladesh and (o find out means to aradually
avercome this issue which is a serious injustice on hurmanity. We
all know and accept that child labour is a breach on humanity.
However this realization 15 rather recent. People stasted 1o take note
of this phenomenon only since last decade. Globally, the child
labour situnton is extremely grave, particularly in Africa and Asin,
and especially in Bangladesh. If we want o have a child labour free
Bangladesh then we have a long way o go, A lot of planning is
required (0 undertake activities to eliminate ehild labour from
Banglidesh. But for that we need w plan and implement
programimes. We know that in Bangladesh an estimated 1.3 million
children are engiged in hazardous work, and if we visualise the
faces of these ehifdren then the sitation is really frightening. Whit
15 most unfortunate is that these 1.3 million children have become
lost in extreme neglect.

We have seen that the developed countries have successfully
and quickly brought the child l[abour issue under control by
uilising theie wealth and other resources, On the other hand
developing countries like Bangladesh have resource limitations as
well as many other prionties. Besides we also lack fusightedness
and proper planning that are needed (o handle such a grove
probleny It is simply untenable to achieve national developnient if
we 2o on suppressing a lrge section of the our citizens through
child labour. We must give serious thought to this problem, We will
have (o find out what we can do about it and which course we
should take and that s precisely why we have gathered here today.
Letus first hear from the [LO’s Director, Mr. Gopal Bhatacharya.

Gopal Bhattacharya

You are aware that the Government of Bangladesh mtified 1LO
Convention no.d82 in 2001, This shows the Govemnment's
willingness 10 prevent and elimnate child labour The Prime
Minister has also shown seriousness regarding these 1ssues os has
everybedy else. The ILO has been working on the prevention of
child labour in Bangladesh since 1995 and over the years have
gained much insight and leamings on the issue. We have identified
that unless parents are not maotivated on the importance o education
they will continue o send their children to work. If the children can
be engaged mto education, especially in primary education, they
will not waneto leave their studies and in that case their parents will
alsa not force them w go for work,

Any effective mensure for preventing child abour should be a
continuous process. Policy makers at all levels will have to be
conscious of the long term neganve effect of child labour. The ILO.
with its experiences along with various social organizaticns, the
employers, workers, the Govemment, civil society, NGOS and
development activists are initiating a time bound progrm o
prevent child labour. We hope we will be able to launch the
program i January 2007, The European Union, DFID, the
Embassies of the Netherlunds, Denmark and Norway, USAID and
other nid agencies are assisting us in our effons © stop child
labour.

Sajjad Sharif

Now we will mke part in the main discussion with the aid of a
Power Point presentation. [ now request Mre Abdul Hai Mandal,
Senior Research Fellow, BIDS (o make his presentation.

Abdul Hai Mandal

W are aware that the United Nations Child Rights Convention was
adopted in 1989 and it came mto effect in 1990, The declaration
speaks of four types of child nghts—the right to survive, the nght
e develop, the right to save themselves from the harmful influence
and exploitation and the right o ke part in soctal life and famifial
culture. These rights have entical influences on the grooming of
humanity as well as development of child labour situation. The
principle focus of CRC is indisenmination, highest facilities,
widest rehabilitation and development opportunities and finaily the
participation of the children. Along with CRC, ILO Convention -
138 also speaks of minimunt ages and child [abour. The main sim
of the Convention <138 18 development in the overall situation of
child labour: But it would take time and that 15 where the problem
lies a5 children cannot afford to wait for implementation of long-
term plans for them (o overcome this inhuman condition. Again it
will encourige Worst Forms of Child Labour (WFCL) through
steps adopred at the natonal and international level.

S} quwnnm—llu is the, lq'mr, of lhﬁ' coneen, Clonvention-
182 is pledge bound in scripting the national we lrkmg palicy to end
child labour, All types of [abour have been included in the WFCL.
Issues like engaging girl children into prostitution and pomography
have also been mentioned here, It also smtes about pushing
vhildren towards drug abuse or using them as drug peddlers, which
can prove disastrous for the children’s health and hife.

Now, let us take a close look ar the child labour situation in
Bangladesh. Article 17 of our constitution speaks of mandatory
primary education for all children {ree of cost. Article 34.1 states
about elimimating all sorts of imposed labour, especially child
labour and demands that care be taken of the children’s health if
needed. The Bangladesh Govemment seripted CRC in 1991 and
Convention=182 in 2001, Convention-138 i5 yet o be ratified.
National Policy on Child Labour (dmft) 2002 says child l[abour
deprives the children of their basic rights and hinders their proper
physical and mental growth. The short-term objectives of this
policy are, firstly, preventung child labour within & cerfain period;
secondly constitting & necessary frimework for ending the child
labour menace; and thirdly, saving the children from all sorts of
exploitation. The long-term objective of the policy is eliminating
all sorts of ehild labour. PRSP is against child labour and surictly
denounces children’s involvement in hazardous job. [ts position is
also clear on the issues like subjecting children to sexunl
harnssment and drug peddling. The PRSP advocares an education
system where working children will have scope to cam besides
getting education.

The CRC identifies child labour as a serious problem and mlks
about specinl protection for childeen. It also set some goals for
preventing children from getting engoged in high risk jobs and
stopping child Iabour: [tis however not clear what the Govemment
means by the first of the two programmes as it is yel (o be
annaunced afficinlly.

‘The challenge is now before all of us is w identify child labour
as o national issue. Child lnbour is like misusing human resources
that is merely half developed, which humpers national progress.
Here, the concept of the policymakers also needs o be chapged.
They olten fail o understand that child labour imstead of helping
reduce poverty actually impedes poverty alleviation.

It is becoming difficult © keep check on rising number of
children getting engaged in work. Continuous inclusion of the
children into the workforce and relatively poor achievement in
disengaging or preventing children from work are the reasons for
that. Besides, o large number of children are still engaged in high-
nsk jobs.

Shafiqur Rahman Majumdar

Since Mr. Gopal Bhattacharaya joined as the Director of the 1LO
a lot of seminars and symposiums have been armanged on the issue
of child libour. Many people say we have made great progress in
this field. 1 believethis is all propaganda, Just make & visit to places
like Rampura, Postogola, Dema, Tangi, Basabo, Mirpur and you
will see the situation of child labour. A child has o carry weight
that is almost equal o his own weight All these imitiatives you are
talking about exist only on papers. There has also been little effort
on the part of the government to redress this problem. [t is not
enough if only the civil socicty wormies about the prablem, the riass
people will also have o be made conseious of this. Along with the
civil society, the wniers, the intellectuals, the eachers, the farmers,
the labaurers and people from all walks of life will also have o
think how thege working children ean be brought into the school
and how they can be provided with job-related education

Sajjad Sharif

Naw we will bear from the Secretry, Ministry of Labour and
Employment, Mr. Syed Sujauddin Ahmed. The Govermnment apart
from i1s own projects on child Inbaur is also involved with vanous
projects with the 1LO. Meanwhile, the National Child Labour
Palicy has already been dmited and we would request the Secretiry
toshed lights on the policy, which is going w be finalised soon.

Syed Sujauddin Ahmed
The Government has passed several laws regarding child labour.
Whether these laws are being implemented or not is a different
issue. We have disagreement abaut the ILO Convention -138 in
one aspect, the age limit for childnen, which 1LO sets at 18. The 18-
year limit is not practical in Bangladesh’s context. [n many cases
fike in agriculmre, 18 15 0o high. That is why the Government has
ot rtified the Convention. However we are hoping to reach a kind
of understanting with [LO. The Child Labour Policy is in the final
stage, We are expecting to send the dmft w the parlinment very
00N,
As you know, children work mostly in the agnculture sector,
the govemnment has a food for education progrmme there.
—Presently the govemment perhaps gives money in this programime,
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On 1211 June 2008, the ILO and Prothom Alo jointly organised a roundtable discussion on “Child Labour

and National Development” on the occasion of World Day Against Child Labour. High-level Government

officials and representatives of various trade unions, employers’ groups, civil society organisations and
NGOs participated in the discussion. The following is a summary of the key issues discussed:
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In the grassioots level the participation of children in the pimary

education is more than 85% now. But then there is dropout
probilem. Specially. after class-V the rate of dropout increases
alarntingly and it happens mainly for econonic reasons, One great
achievement we have made in this area is that we have succeeded
to eliminate child libaur in the garment industry. But it was
comparatively 4 safer sector for child worker, Our success in the
real risky sectors like in the tmnsport, welding, battery, bidi, ship
breaking sector is very lile. The problem is the issue of child
labour is directly related to livelihood. Policies won't be of much
help when one is hungry. i

Syed Manzur Elahi

The export-oriented industry has been ridden of child labour, not
just in the garment mdustry, but also in other sectors as well | am
directly involved with the [eather industry: There we cannot engnge
children into work os it is a requirement of the export policy. We
also have © display a notice reganding it | ean say that in the
enrment sector T 0 80% chilel labour has been eliminated.

I was rending & pews about an eight-year ald child working in
the bidi factory that his entirely f‘uuily depended on his eamings,
You (el me what willyou do i this case? So if ihere is no
alternative and if poveny alleviation 13 nﬂi‘dﬂﬂt Eeﬂ' Situation
becomes different. Youall probably know thae 100 0 150 years ago
the condition af the western world was also simikir As they have
heen able (o alleviate paverty this condition is no. mare prevailing
there, So | hive gor suspicion regarding how much can be achieved
applying the law.

The economists say that if’ there is GDP grawih of more thin
7% then with every 2% GDP growth 1% poverty alleviation
ocetirs. IF you can increase GDP rite then poverty will decrease.
But how much the figures come inreality, | do nov know about that
Soas we have 1,300,000 1,400,000 child labours, what should be
done with them is a great problem for both the govemnment and the
employers” par. Although in the formal sector the problem has
been solved toa great extent but the informal sector remains o huge
challenge.

This is a continuous procedure. This can not finish with only
one seminar | would request the peaple in NGO sectors and also
the employer community so that all of them together make a
continuous  process of discussion. So  that  everybody's
consciousness increases through this publicity.

Zafrul dasan
We don't know about the condition of the trude unions of our
country properly. [ think the general idea about it is either hazy or
negative bul not clear In our cauntry tride unions are regulated by
the Industrial Relations Orelinance. The Ordinance specifically
mentions the requirements and conditions for forming trade unions
Not only the child labour of the country, but the adult labour also
can not form & onde union just if they wish . This i5 o legal
problem for trade unfons. Fwant o say that avemll as there is i
negative attitude owands trde union the fabourers are fucing
difficulties regarding this. Most of the child labours have come
from labour families. The labaurers huve got their direetinterest in
this regard. Because the more child labour are engaged the mone
adult lnbour will face scarcity of worlk

Soif we can create an environment without child labour then it
will be goad for both the overll development of the country and
also the families of the labourers. 1t is incomect that we are doing
nothing by trade union. You might have observed that we have
combined 13 labour organisations and have developed BILS.
Bangladesh Institute of Labour Studies. Our of this we are mnning
same mformal schools and the output of this 15 grear, We have
decided w expand it

Dr. Rushidan Islam Rahman

Qur success is also great, For example durng the period
between 1991 to 2003 the mte of child labour decreased. ln 1991 it
was 1935 and in 2003 it became 134911 has decreased more in
terms of girls than in terms of boys. In the formal sector child
Inbour has decreased up to H0%.In the informl sector this is 235, 1t
is o biv tough to decrease it inithe infonmal sector as. they are spread
oiit in different places.

Because of child lnbour fiwmcy mie 15 decreasing. These
children will tm into unskilled lbourers when they arow up and
they will not be aware about themselves. So, on the whole it will
perpetuate  poverty and  bamper the achievement of
targeted national development. And as o solution o this | will
mention some specific things. Foe example iF the children once
give up studies and enter into occupation then it i almost
impossible 1o train them up. S0 1o stop child [abour one great way
i o engnee them in school o in trining. In oeder 1o do 50 those
children who are not interested in general education should be
enrolled in vocational trining.

The tmining centres that are in the government sector, there
many children can not enter because of education barriers.
Arrangement has (o be made so that they ean participate in this sort
of raining under special considertion, At present the activities that
IO and other arganisations have tken are appreciable and these
will have @ continue.

Sazzad Sharif

We will now 2o © Rasheda K Chowdhury, She is an activist of
mass literacy movement. Education is a great way (o remave child
labour. To make them competent for future by making them skilled
through education 15 a great concem and non-formal education has
a major role in this regard. Rasheda K Chowdhury will talk about
these things.

Rasheda K Chowdhury

It the beginning we should clarify one thing that in the context of
our country it is probably not possible w stop all forms of child
labour very soon. So we are giving emphasis on hozardous child
labour. IF 1 start with this then it may be easy o understnd. About
hazardous child labour I want 0 mention that we never mise the
issue of small girls engaged in prosttution. You will not need © go

too far. If you just go o Daulatdia ghat you will see that so many
12t 17 years old children are engaged in this work and are leading
a miserable life. Neither the ILO nor the Government think or talk
about them.

Our Secretary has said something which | do not agree with.
Ms. Rushidan said that poverty is not the only reason for this,
Education is necessary which is a basic need for a human being, |
have seen that even the poor people also want thedr children to be
educated, We have seen how much it has increased through the
primary and mass education by the help of the Government. But
we ire not being able to suck toit. And itis not because of poverty.
The schools are also not providing education properly. In the
extbooks of class-1, 1,600 words have been used whereds texts
meant for children of similar age group do not have more than 500
ta GO0 words in the developed countries.

1F we expect a child studying in alass-E will feam LOOO words
this is nmmount (o orurng the child Child abour is not the
creation of paverty alone, there are many other facrors at least in
QUE country.

Selina Akhter

. Yqu certainly know that the (;pucmm::n;. bas already. prepared a
¥ com pn.'hl:nq:fﬁlt‘: ;l I.I‘IE;C

fan for paverty alleviation. The ¢ 5 [Saties
have also been ineluded here with great ugml'mnu Matrers
related o the development. education, health of ehildren are also
ingluded here. The cluld nbowr issue can be found under the iiles
“Protect agningt abuse, exploitition and violence™ Some 16 gaals
have been included under these ntles and matters related w ¢hild
labour are there in almostall the goals. The [LO Convention-182 is
also mentoned here significantly

Shafiqul Islam

If you look at the series of features the Prothom Alo printed over
the last few days you will find some important infomation, for
example regarding the formal and informal sectors. We can easily
wentify the formal sectors but what about the informal sector
where thousands of ¢hildren are working? Have we been able 1o
reachithem?

Another point I would like to raise is that we are concentrating
on the cities alone like Dhaka, Chittagoog, Khalna. But if you go
0 Barisal you will see 50 many children nre doing very risky jobs
in places like the faunch triminal. We have miked a lot about the
ship breaking vard, especially about the remible environment over
there. But no one really talk about child labour there. Fthink we
need (o have a much broader approach and all of us will have o
work together to mckle the problem of child labour.

Masud Ahmed

While the child labour problem needs (o be solved, we will have o
think about the children who live m the sireet. These ehildren do
works, which are often very hazandous. to eam their bread. They
simply do not have any option left w0 them. Away from their
families and no one (o ke care of them, they live a miserble life.
We, through our ARISE project, at first provide secured
nceommodation for them. Then we try to make them leave the
hazardous work and fry to engage them i some altemative
oceupations that are relatively safer

Abul Bashar

When ILO came forward with this issue they made an agreement
10 stop child Iabour in ganments industry, Gradually it tumed into a
moverment. Sinee then information as to how many children work
in which sectors, and what can be done (0 rescue these chilidren
from work started o come up. People at present are much more
aware of the child labour issue, Everybody says that poveny is
respansible for child Iabour but poverty alone is not responsible.
Motivation is also a big factor. We do not have that much poverty
any more. Mass awareness is needed (o end malice called child
labour.

Md Abdul Jalil Mia

From the perspective of our country it will not be possible o stop
child Inbour by the application of law alone. We made laws and
regulations relating to children, but they stayed on papers and were
not exeeuted. Mr. Manzur Elahi said that the condition was Same in
the west about 100 years ago. He perhaps wanted 1o mean that it is
mainly poverty that pushes children to work. Rasheds K
Chowdhury however disagreed. | support her views. She is nght
when she said lagk of awvareness is mainly responsible for the ever-
exaspernting simwation in case of child labour S0 we must pay
gredter attention to this necessity.

Abul Haseeb Khan

We have been working with the help of funding from he Duich
Government 10 prevent hazirdous child Inbour in the informal
economy of Dhaka city for last 4 years. Specially the childmen and
parents who are socially and economically vulnerable are our
trgets. We have gained some experiences in the nidst of a lot of
darkness. Our experience shows that 305 of the children that we
have been working with have got relicved of this problem. Our
experience is that if they can be inspired properly thenitis possible-
We will have o inspire everybody.In this case, if it is possible to
bring development in social and personal relationship, then we can
get emaneipation from hazardous child labour. But we get scared
when we find some very reverenl people in imporant posifions
wlking frustratingly about the whole issue. When they say, “itis not
ar all possible™, they danot tell the right thing. [tis possible to stop
child labour but there will have to be a firm commitment for that.

Shamima Siddiky

It is already mentioned in today’s discussion that children are
forced to work beeause of poverty and are deprived from their nght
to education. As o result, the children who are never enrelled do not
get the apportunity to dequire litericy, numercy and life skills to
become productive citizens and in um eannot get out of the vicious
cirele of poverty. We all know that the child labour situation in
Bangladesh is quite alarming. But we are hopeful because the

work libl.'n[Ll ta be done in the infrastructure level, spee EUY
“edlitition sector, under the project. | am iking abdiRH

Bangladesh Government has recognised the problem and is wking
wetions for gradual elimination of child labour from the eountry.
LUNICEF has been providing technical and financial support to the
Hangladesh Government o provide non-formal basic education
urban working children in six divisional eities through s Basic
Education for Hard to Reach Urban Workmg Children Project.
Several NGOs and development parmers are also playing active
role in addressing the issue.

Shamima Ahmed

The children of 6 to 9 years of age are not getting education, When
I hear abaiit lack of access [ do not understand, becanse there is no
scope o say that the existing number of schools cannot
accommoxdate the children that are willing © get enrolled. There
are 82,000 schools in the rurl areas, of which 37,671 are
govermment schools and 20,000 are non-registered govermment
schools, So this is not e that getting access is a problen.

Anwarul Haq
Onee 1 used o woek for the City Comporation | found that afl the
City Comarations had a project called slum development. A fot of

7 to 8 years back. Those projects are still going on. | think there
should not be any problem regarding infrastructure feilities,

Actually, we will not be able to remove chuld bode compleiely.
Bul, a8 it has been mentioned by Rasheda Chowdbury that if we
gan stop hazardous child labour then we will be able o be
successiul (o a great extent. We will have to therefore focus on that
If the informal sector along with the formal one can be brought
under this, then we will be able to get nd of child Iabour to a Lirge
extent. In non formal sector 100 a large population is bemg
deprived of education facility. For this we had TLM program.
Uneler this programme we saw how we can assimilate an illiterate
boy into the mainstream education system. There are many child
labourers who after getting up in the moming do not think of
education, but think of earming their breacl. So. to make non-formal
educarion more effective, we can think of incorporating technieal
training into it.

M A Baset

There are about two ¢rore and 24 lakh children between the 5-17
age group in the country. What will we do with them? 91,00,000 of
those children do ot go o school To bring these 9, 100,000
children o schools, to keep them occupied in the school or some
other vocational training until he is 17 and then armnge jobs for
them appear @ be an almost impossible msk. But then, & ot of
people aré working on it All sorts of project are being taken up.
But when it comes to numbers these are in thousands — 10,590
under 84 multipurpose centers, two lakh in a project thar will last
five years, which means 40,000 a year. We are tmiking in terms of
thousands while there are lakhs of children who are involved in
work. But then we must 2o on, even if our nchievement cames in
terms af thousands,

According to the [LO those aged under I8 are children. n
Banglidesh's perspective, sometimes this is & problem. You see, in
thie guments sector, we provide alot of jobs in the garment sectors.
And iF1LO allows to bring the age limit for children down to 15
instead of 18 we can employ a sizeable chunk of those between 15
18 age group into the garment sector. One great benelit of this
wmangement will be o large number of those children (as 1.0 now
defines) will then be able save themselves from hazardous jobs.
Jobs in the garment factories are considered relatively safe.

Kazi Saifuddin Ahmed

I am sorvy but | did not understand how the paper titled “Child
Labour and National Development™ presented here 1s refated o
tockiy's topic. If this were discussed then it would be betier. Many
people say that nothing will be done applying law. But | do not
believe it. Nothing can go on without law. [t will not be possible 1o
stop ehild labour with only advocacy and consciousness. But m the
work that ILO 15 doing along with different NGOs is playing a vital
rale. The Ministry of Labour and Employment is also playing a key
role by the steering commiitiee in-this regard. The other ministries
like Ministry of Education, Ministry of Women and Children
Affairs, Ministry of Social Welfare are also working. The
consciousness level has developed in this regard.

Because of poverty it will not be possible o abolish child
lnbour—is not right. We will have (o try [ éliminafe paverty ias
well as 1o abalish child fabour, It has been found that by the change
of menelity of some of the people child labour was stopped. For
this advoeaey program miust be kept in vogue, Along with it
economie development is also necessary.

Asma Huda Bably

T eradicate ehild labour | want (o talk abaut primary educatian. [0
we look at Dhaka city then we will see that there @s very litle
number of primiry schools. There are mostly Kindergarten schools
in this city, But the children who live in slums do not get
opportunity (0 go o primary schools. There may be primary
sehoals in the villages bue there is no teacher training about how the
students should be weated. These things will have to be wken into
considerntion. | am telling these things from my pergonal
experiende.

Kartik Chandra Mandal

In the beginning | was hearing that nothing will be achieved by the
help of law because there are many laws which are not being
effective. It seems as if there is a  policy then it will be
implemented. But this is not at all true that only if there is policy
then it wall be implemented. To implenient palicy, political
accounmbility is necessary. [t seems o me that there is lack of
political accountability in our country. To mike the politicians
aware | would request the political leaders and parfiament
members o amnge this sort of programmes. There ure steps in the
formal sector but there is no monitorng mechanism for informal
sector.
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Abdul Khalek .
In various discussions and in newspapers we generally identfy
poverty as the meat prominent probilém, This poverty hides all the
ather reagsons. The person whi presenting this paper ioday, he also
has mentioned that poverty 15 not the only reason., Althopgh
paverty gives birth to child Iabour and child [abaour gives birth o
paverty. But we knaw that there are many more reasons than this.
Those reasans are under our limie By the help of proper planning
we ¢an be able to solve the problem of hazardous child Bbour,
The issue of luck of awareness on the part of the parents has
also come under discussion here. The job opportunities e also
very limited. Now if a child knows that e won't get any job even
after he completes his stdies why would he bother 10 26 (o School?
For o child thus the berer option is (o get into the job right now.
Again, o large number OF students who have even completed
studies up to Honours level, do not really leam anything “The only
thing they achieve is the certificare. Consequently they are not
gelting any jobs after they finish their studies. This rustration oot
only affects the victim, but parents and children alike in the
families also get fnustrted over the matter. The scope of legal
intervention is there but that too for child labour in the frmal
sector. [t is there in the faw that no child under 14 can work in the
factories. But we are being able o do anything in the informal
sector where about 95-96% of the working cluldren are engaged.

Rafiqul Islam Sarkar

Everybady here have been discussing that awareness mising is a
key strategy o prevent child [abour This is indeed very true. We
have so far been unable w highlight the child labour issue within
the society. I you approach the father of @ child labauree he will
not consider it as a major problem. I you ask a child engaged in
WFCL whether his work is bazardous he will say *No', Most
people involved in engaging or working as child labairers do ot
consider it a problem is the effects ol hazardous ehild Iabour ure
‘invisible”, Therefore, in order o overcome this problem we need
to highlight child [abour ns o socinl problens, The EPE campaign
has been very successful only because its necessity was well
highlighted at the grassroots level In the same way we must also
hightight the fact that child labour hinders o child’s mental,
physical and social developient.

Sajjad Sharif

We have almost reached the closing point of the discussion, Now: |
would request Mr Gopal Bhatticharya o make his concluding
remarks in the light of todisy's discussion.

Gopal Bhattacharya

We will have o reconsider n few impormnt aspects of the child
labour issue. Ms. Rasheda K Chowdhury sard that the focus should
be narrowed down. | believe this is & very important paint. In the
ILO we are conceniruting our fogus an hazardous child hibour

The honourable Secretary said the Government has almost
completed the msk of framing the natianal child labour policy. The
saoner it is done 15 beter. The Labour Ministry however wld me
that it is not possible o finalise and approve the Child Labour
Policy very quickly. But I believe itis not very important how
many ehildren are there. The problem is 5o massive that it requires
involvement of all. The dropott problem alsa needs Serious and
immediate attention. Someone else said the private public
partnership needs o be strengthened.

I mentioned a paeticular paint i the very beginning. You will
have 10 do everything thit you feel like doing when you come
feross the wretched state the working children are in. Otherwise.
we wan't simply be able to atun the goal we have Sel Again, we
will have w seriously consider the proposals relating to child
monitoring and child health.

Before conclutling my speech | would like o mention one
issue. One of the participants said in the context of Bangladesh a
child’s maximum age should be 15 while the ILCY has set the
ceiling at 18. But, at the same time the 1LO has also meationed the
types of work Id-year olds can do. But if you are thinking of
bringing in childl labour into the formal sector by amending the
law, | would say that will be imprudent on your part. We will haye
1o change our approach. We will have o ensure everybody’s
participation

Sajjad Sharif

We have had a very exciting discussion. A lor of impoitant issues

have been mised. A lot of good suggestions have also been made
regarding what we ean do about child labour and how. We will

u::runh pay attention to those suggestions; Finally | want o thank

you all on the part of the [LO .md !'r.nh.:m Alo. Thank you



