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A huge numbcr of old and unfit
buses are plying the city roads
due to corruption and weak
monitoring by the authorities
concerned.

These buses meet accidents
frequently and offer uncomfort-
ablejourneytothe commuters,

A BRTA (Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority) survey says

3,502 buses and minibuses out of
4,042 plying the city are either

older than 20 years or approach- '

ingthe 20-yearofservicelife.

BRTA officials said a large
number of buses have crossed
the 20-year service limit fixed by
the government for operating in
thecity.

Inmostcases the manufactur-
ing date mentioned in the regis-
tration book is doctored to vio-
late the government rules, they
said,

The survey said 504 buses and
2,998 minibuses, given permis-
sion for operation in the city, are
aged between 15 and 20 years
and 890 buses and minibuses are
apedbetween 10and 15years.

According to the BRTA offi-

_clals, about 83 percent of the
_ buses plying the citystreetsareat
“least 15-year-old and many of

themolderthan 20 years..
However, the survey does not

mentien: about. more than 20-

year-old'buses as documents are

A

city streets

doctored at import level to show
themless than 20-year-old.

A BRTA official said the
manipulation takes place at
ports. "We have to depend on the
documents provided by the
customs officials.”
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The survey said 504
buses and 2,998
minibuses, given
permission for oper-
ation in the city, are
aged between 15
and 20 years and
&30 buses and mini-
huses are a{;e{i
between 10 and 15
years
I ———
The Motor Vehicle Ordinance
allows import of maximum four-
year-old vehicles but importers

tamper the age at the time of
customs inspection before seck-

ing registration with the BRTA,
the official said.

Another BRTA official said
they examine engine, chassis,
wheels, mirrors, lights, brake and
other parts of a vehicle during
registration process. But these
are not maintained properly
after getting fitness certificate.

Some bus owners and drivers
said mirrors, colour, indicators
and backlights do not last more
than 30 days while a break shoe
needs to be replaced in every two
months but in most cases these
are notreplaced whenneeded.

Poor maintenance and reck-
less driving make most buses
unfit within a short period of
time. But their fitness is not
checked regularly.

BRTA officials said they can-
not monitor the fitness of buses
due to lack of required man-
power. BRTA provides fitness
certificateforayear.

Passengers said the unfit
buses often go out of orderon the
street and they have to change
the bus that causes sufferings
andloss oftime,

Montaj Ali, a private car
driver, told Star City that the
buses especially the "local” ones
hardly have backlights or indica-
tors and it is hard to assume
which direction the bus would
follow orwhen itwill stop.

Abonti Nurul, a lawyer who
takes bus every day for reaching
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Busns with 'cha serial number which means they areat Iaasttwenty years nlﬂ plyr on the cﬂy sh'eats without any diiﬁcultws. The photo above was takan yesterday aftarmn
infrontof Nagar Bhabanin Gulistan.

her office from Rupnagar at
Mirpur said she always remain in
anxiety over her bus journey
towards office because of unnec-
essary delay.

Another housing project

movmg at snails pace
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“R'ajdhani

Those whn ‘won the second
round of lottery for plots in
Unnyan
Kartripakkhya's (Rajuk) Uttara
Third Phase housing project are
uncertain when they would be
given their allotment papers
because of slow progress in
developing the area and silence
ofthe authorities.

"Winners of second lottery
are worried about their plots, as
Rajuk authorities have not yet
announced' any date to hand
over the allotment papers,” said
aS-kathaplotwinner,

We paid the application fees
in Janvary 2004 and the list of
lottery winners was made public
on April 4, 2005 with an identifi-
cation number," he said, "But
ever since, Rajuk has been mum
with no communication with
thelotterywinners."

A Rajuk official making an off
the record remartk said that they
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'ﬂma to ralax. SImrtaga uf places to spend some tima
* inleisure has prompted city dwellers, mainly the

youngsters to throng Zia Udyan for relaxing and being
: able to breathe some fresh air.

cannot issue allotrment papers
until the list of plot winners in
other categories is settled., but
could not state when it would be
settled.

"We don't know the reason
for the delay,” said the lottery
winner.

"I'do notknowwhen thelist of
remaining plot winners will be
made public," said Project
Director (PD) Kazi Reazul Monir,
"Rajuk chairman may respond
toit," headded.

But despite several attempis,
Rajukchairman KAM Harun was
notavailable for comments.

Many lottery winners said
they were suspicious about the
manner Rajuk settled the
remaining plot allotment. "We
don't even know where the
locations of our proposed plots
are,” they said.

They further said they had
already paid Tk one lakh as
application fees for a 5-katha
plot and Tk 75,000 for a 3-katha

plot. 1t is very difficult for mid-
dle-income people to keep their
hard-earned mioney stagnant for
an uncertain period of time; not
even knowing ifit was an invest-
mentinvain,”

Initially, around 2,200 plot
winners got allotment papers
during the Awami League
regime, Then the BNP govern-
ment held the second round of
lottery for applicants in three
calegories -- private service
holders, businessmen and
industrialists and others,

Out of 8,618 applicants, 1,136
were picked as winners through
thelottery held onApril 3, 2005,

The housing and public
works minister Mirza Abbas at
the lottery draw function said
that the rest of the categories
would be announced within a
month.

"It will take three years to
handover all the plots of Uttara
Third Phase," he had said at the
function.

Rajuk called for applications
in 12 categories for about 6,640
plots in the project but
announced the winning list of
three categories. Rajuk then
issued just an identification
numberto thelottery winners.

The remaining categories
whose list has not been made
public include ministers, law-
makers, judges, freedom fight-
ers, journalists, government
service holders, autonomous
service holders, armed forces,
artists, litterateurs and' sports
personalities, Plots under these
categories were expected to be
allotted through a computerised
evaluation process.

The total project area has
been dividedinto 59 units.

Responding to the slow pace
in project development, the PD
said, ground development work
has been completed in only 10
out of 59 units, while work is .
going oninanother 10 units.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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"The old and unfit buses often
stuck on the road and I' have to

Mohammad Abdul Karim,
chairman of the National Board

He said they have taken initia-
tivesto prevent such illegal activ-

mobile courts thrice a week to
keep the unfit and old buses off

find alternative to reach my of Revenue, admitted that some  ities. the roads. "We hope within a
office and it is very difficult to. wvehicles enter the country with BRTA Chairman AGM short period of time the number
findany." tampered documents. Shahjahan said they conduct ofsuchbuseswill decrease.”
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Victim of a green-
eyed monster

Life of a year and a half old child; fed acid by hIS

aunt, hangs on a thread

IMRUL HASAN

Durjuy. bamely ona and ha]I ycar-uld is
fighting death at the Acid Survivors
Foundation (ASF) in Banani having been
fed acid by his aunt on January 19 last
year,

Heis hanging on to his delicatelife with
assistance and financial help by ASE
doctors, fund-raising institutions and a
fewpeople.

But this aid is not sufficient as the
infant needs a rather complicated opera-
tion to be performed by a team consisting
of a child plastic surgeon, facial surgeon,
an Ear, Neck and Throat (ENT) specialist
forchildren and an anaesthesiologist.

Dr. Palash Karmaker, ASF's medical
officer said' that according to Durjoy's
present condition he mightnever speak as
his vocal chords and facial organs were
melted.

"We are trying our best to bring him out
ofthis condition. Itis very rare thatan acid
bumn victim like Durjoy could survive after
this type ofinjury," said Palash. He added
that as the child had survived for about a
year, itmay be possible to keep him alive,

When asked about his future, Gabi
Jaschke, head of programmes of ASF said:
"He will always have complications. It is
not possible to repair organs, but he can
begiven enough treatmenttolive."

ASF contacted some senior physicians
related to such cases, who said that keep-
ing Durjoy's breathing normal is quite
difficult with the treatment available in
Bangladesh and it was necessary to take
him abroad for further treatment.

Durjoy's father Ashutosh is a black-
smith at Bagarpara, Jessore. He is the
youngest of three brothers. After four
years of his marriage, Durjoy was born in
2005, Ashutosh's second brother has two
daughters. According to the Hindu law,
the girls are not entitled to own any prop-
erty. Green with jealousy at the idea of
Durjoy becoming the heir, wife of
Ashutosh's brother fed Durjoy acid when
hewasjustonemonth and 19 daysold.

In February 2006, Dr. Ron Hiles, a
British doctor, found Dutjoy's mother
pleading for help as he was walking along
the Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) lobby.

Hiles talked to the doctors and said that
the child needed a certain operation
which could be performed at the ASE
hospital that had the necessary facilities;

the operation being long and compli-
cated.

ASF immediately adopted Durjoy and
Hiles operated on him. At the time the
doctors were not aware of the severity of
the damage inside his mouth. His oral
cavity was fully blocked. It was difficult to
put the tube for anaesthesia through the
mouth,

Dr, Hiles did a tracheotomy to put in
the tube for anaesthesia. Then he opened
Durjoy's lips and released his oral cavity
after an operation that lasted for almost
seven hours.

Durjoy came round immediately after
the operation but suddenly had a heart
problem and was taken to an Intensive
Care Unit (IC13)." :

ASF officials said that they are trying to
contact a hospital abroad to process
Durjoy's treatment for free, but a big
amount of money is needed for his travel
and incidental expenses,

Since his adoption by ASE the organi-
sation spends an average of Tk 10,000 a
day for his hospital costs only, excluding
the surgeons' fees as their services are
free.

“If we can raise around Tk 20 lakh, it
would be possible to continue his treat-
ment,” Munirasaid. _

Durjoy's mother, a distraught Eti Rani
cannot be consoled. "I onlywantmy child
to get better and behave normally,” she
said.

"I’ know that the ASF is doing its best. At

In March 2006, he was moved to the
Central Hospitalin Dhanmondiwhere the
doctors talked about the complicated
surgery.

ASF officials said that theydid not have
the facilities required for such an opera-
tion in'this country, but the child could be
treated abroad.

"Durjoy is a case where we don't have
the expertise and capacity to keep his
mouth open and help him speak for the
first time," said Munira Rahman, execu-
tive diréctor, ASH

"He has been treated till now with
financial aid received from various
organisations like Bangla daily Prothom
Alo and a few individuals but this mere
amount is not sufficient to continue his
treatment," said Munira.

leastIdonothave to thinkabout the treat-
ment but is there any one in this world
who would support my baby?" appealed
the anguished mother.

Though she wantsjustice, her husbaud
Ashutosh now shrivels from the idea of
disorganising his family.

Ashutosh's brother and his wife are
fleeinghome since the incident.

"As it i5 violation of human rights, the
state should take the responsibility and
support the child every step of the way,”
said ASF's legal experts. :

“Our hands are tied. We cannot take
any legal action unless Durjc%1 parents
ask for it," said Badrunnesa Khuku, co-
ordinator, legal unit, ASF adding that they
are pursuing them (the parents) to take
legal action against this criminal act.
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