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Tipping point

The rest of Ramadi lingers in a perpetual s

2
Z

ate of war. In the heart of the city, Marines

from Kilo Company are besieged behind blast walls by fighters who lurk in a "dead
zone" of ruined buildings just yards from their front gate at the city's heart. Only five

Marines from the company’s original Third Platoon remain; the other seven have all

been killed or wounded.

SCOTT JOHNSON

ANGE Corporal Dustin

Giross lay ona Ramadi street

beside his wrecked
Fliumvee, conscious but too badly
injured to get up. The crew's gun-
ner, momentarily knocked cold,
slumped in the turret above him.
Huge pieces of shrapnel and bro-
ken bits of pavement rained
througha haze of dust and debris. A
massive hiast from an improvised
explosive device had just ripped
into the Flumvee's engine block,
tossing the five-ton vehicle into the
afr and flinging the driver-side
door, torn from its hinges, across
the street. The rest of the patrol
quickly checked themselves for
injuries, eachshouting "I'm OK!" as
they mced to help Gross. They
dragged him to the Humvee's
sheltered side, and I followed. (A
Newsweek photographer and 1
were embedded with the unit)
"Cover that corner!” ordered Staff
Sergeant Chris Winship, scanning
the street for any hint of an

ambush. He had a Marine down, a
disabled vehicle and no time for
bad guesses,

Seconds later, machine-gun fire
erupted. Winship's men had spot-
ted a group of insurgents peering
out from behind a wall. One had an
RPG, but as he crouched low to fire
it, & Marine was quicker using his
own grenade launcher, killing the
insurgent Instantly. With that,
muzzle flashes from enemy AK-47s
spouted from darkened windows
and doorways up and down the
street. Before the Marines could
take cover, gunfire began from the
south and west as well. The
Murines were being surrounded.
"Get into that house!™ Winship
yelled above the din. His men call
him The Machine. He pointed to a
willed compound next to where
the [ED had detonated. "Clear that
house now! Get up on the rooft We
need eyeson!”

Iraq these days doesn't get any
worse than Ramadi, capital of
restive Anbar province. Winship's
crew and the several thousand

ather US forces there are pitted
against a city full of adversaries,
who run the gamut from al-Qaeda
veterans and unreconstructed
Baathists to street-cormer merce-
naries, happy to plant an IED for
the price of an air conditioner or a
generator to run it. The violence
continues to frustrate the US mili-
tary's hopes for a quick withdrawal
from the city, or even a pullback to
bases outside town, as Sunni politi-
cians have urged for months.
Marines in Ramadi are search-
ing for ways to break what one
officer calls "a standoff; like gun-
slingers in the Wild West." In direct
combat they still respond to their
enemies as Marines always have,
with overwhelming force. But
officers in some parts of the city are
getting hopeful results with a
"softer" approach to counterinsur-
gency, emphasizing community
relations over armed confronta-
tion. The new methods aren't
always popular with traditional-
minded Marines who scorn them
as "unwarriorlike.” Everyone

agrees, though, with the assess-
ment of the US commander in
Ramadi, Colonel Sean MacFarland:
what happens in this city could
ultimately mean disaster or suc-
cess in the struggle against Sunni
insurgents throughout Irac. Itis, he
adds, ata "tipping point.”

Attacks like the July 22 ambush
are routine for Sergeant Winship
and the men of Weapons Company
3 Bravo, who patrol the city for
roadside bombs. On any given day,
the number of [EDs in Ramadi's
streets is between 50 and 100, by
the military's estimate -- more than
the troops can hope to disarm.
Riding at the head of a four-
Humvee convoy, Sergeant Winship
wis his driver's second pair of eyes.
"Watch those wires," he warned
Gross. "Stay to the right." The
convay, which was carrying the
embedded Newsweek team,
mrned south onto 20th Streer,
creeping along a wide avenue of
dun-colored houses, shuttered
storefronts and withered date
palms. Earlier that alternoon the
Marines had watched men stroll-
ing and children playing in the
street. Now everyone had disap-
peared. A bad sign: locals often
know when an attack is coming.
The Marines were braced for the
Worst.

The Marines had barely picked
themselves up from the blast when

the shooting started. It's what the
military calls a "complex attack,"
first bombs, then guns. A dozen or
more insurgents hammered the
Marines from three sides. Lance
Corporal Amarinder Grewal, 24,
fired and ran to a fresh position. “1
smoked him!" he yelled. Several of
Winship's men entered the nearby
home of a terrified Iragi couple,
The woman clutched a sereaming
infant to her chest and prayed
aloud. "Inshallah! Inshallah!” she
eried, over and over: As God wills.
Four Marines scrambled onto the
roof to cover the others who
remained under fire in the street,
"These a -- holes really want to play
today," said Private Mark Pettiy,

‘popping up from behind a roof

parapetto fire his M-16.

More bad news crackled over the
radio: battalion had sent a tow
truck to remove the mangled
Humvee, but it had hit two [EDs
itself. An F-18 Homet screamed
overhead, dropping flares, prepar-
ing for air support if the patrol's
situation got any worse, It didn't
come to that. The Marines shat
their way out of the ambush after
half an hour, and towed their own
vehicle home. They had killed five
insurgents at a cost of only one
wounded Marine, thanks to the
Humvees' heavy armor.

When MuacFarland's First
Brigade Combat Team came (o

townlast March, the resistance was
more intense - and in some ways
easier to fight. Groups of 30 or 40
insurgents mounted offensives
against Marine bases and patrols,
and fell in comparable numbers.
Since then the big attacks hove
decreascd, and the insurgents
seem to be concentrating on the
long haul. Senfor US military offi-
cers say al-Qaeda has taken control
of Ramadi's gas stations, imposing
its own sales tax throughout the
city, and tripling prices at the
pump. The terrorist group uses its
cash to hire unemployed young
Iraqis to plant bombs and stage
ambushes. "They've given them-
selves sustainability,” says one
senior Marine intelligence officer,
requesting anonymity because of
his assignment's sensitivity. "It's
justa matter of time before they get
controlof Ramadi."

Against that prospect, the
Marines are pursuing an aggressive
new strategy. Colonel MacFarland
enlists the help of local sheiks,
promising them development
assistance in exchange for police
trainees from their tribes, "One of
the things I want to do is get to the
pointwhere I'm not killing so many
people a day" McFarland told
Newsweek. "I want to give them
jobs." It's not easy. The insurgents
kiltevery tribal cop they can, dump-
ing their corpses in the street as a
warning to anyone else who would

cooperate with the Americans, but
newrecruits keep coming,

Along Ramadi's western edge, a
different approach may be work-
ing. There Lima Company's cap-
tain, Max Harela, stopped kicking
down doors months ago. Instead,
he knocks and asks politely to
come in. He stays for hours, some-
times into the middle of the night,
just "ehitchatting," he says. He
recently conducted a census of the
2,000 homes in his area, "I know
every family in my area,” he says.
Barela differentiates between
enemies like al-Qaeda and “na
tionalist insurgents" who see them-
selves as fighting for Iraqi inde-
pendence. "We have a policy where
unless we have information that's
going to put them away for a long
time, we leave them alone," Barela
says, "You'd be shocked at the level
of frankness you can have with a
nationalist insurgent." In the past
three months, violent incidents
have decreased more than 70
percent in Lima Company's area,
MacFarland confirms. Children
play on the streets past curfew, and
IED attacks have virtually ceased.

The rest of Ramadi lingers in a
perpetual state of war. In the heart
of the city, Marines from Kilo
Company are besieged behind
blast walls by fighters who lurk in a
"dead zone" of ruined buildings
just yards from their front gate at
the city's heart. Only five Marines

from the company's original Third
Platoon remain; the other seven
have all been killed or wounded.
Most Marines in the city have
survived more than one IED attack.
More than two dozen Marines have
been killed in Rarmmadi since April,
and more than doublethatnumber
againinthe surrounding arens.
Marines in Ramadi prefer to
patrol at night, when technology
gives them the advintage. Even
then it's hazardous duty.
Newsweek accompanied Captain
Barela and his men on a night foot
patrol into the heart of the souk, or
marketplace, ina neighborhood so
riddled with insurgents that the
Marines mostly avoid it. The night
very nearly qualified asa successby
local standards. Barela had a good
chat with a lawyer living in a two-
story house just off 17th Street,
where terrorists run rampant. His
men were resuming their patrol
when a thunderous blast echoed
across the city. Word came soon:
another Marine patrol had been
following Limu's path when
Corporal Julian Ramon, 22,
stepped on a pressure-activated
mine. He died later that night. After
the explosion, Barela and his men
changed course. Theyheaded west,
towiird the safer part of town. The
night had gone onlongenough,

(¢) 2006, Newsweak Inc. All rights rasérned
Raprnted by arrangament.

Prayer for a new dawn
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Demaocracy takes time to root itself. Culti;’rE talies'time to develop. Isn't democracy a
culture? lsn't it a way of life? Great things do not come
They need sacrifice and they take time to entrench. Sal
talting root, say another twenty years. But let us !‘iart the practice now -~ from the
upcoming eléctlon In these twenty years we have to sow the seed and pray solemnlyso

ready-made silver platters.
s give time to democracy for

Id’éﬂ!iness if not in ourlife, atleastin our children's life, is ensured.

HUSSAIN

N Indian colleague was
visiting Dhaka Inst week
i A when he happened to find

“i news item in the dailies on cor-

ruption pertaining to a certain
ministry that he is well aware of. It
was interesting for him to see the
incorrectness of those news items.
He wondered how it is thar
Bangladesh denigrates itself on
half-cooked truths at the same
time that its image has already
been tarnished and damaged
internationally for wrong reasons
attimes.

‘He confided in me as to how
Indians move in the international
arena with their heads held high.
“Is there much difference in fact

with regard to transparency in
these two countries?” he asked. He
thought that Bangladeshis forgotto
be boastful of our achievements,
that is so mm.h necessary for
emboldening ot 'self-ésteem,
which is the basic ingredient for
refraining from corruption.

Whistle-blowing is necessary,
but should be based only on hard
found realities, otherwise the fight
against corruption becomes
trivialized and nabody in fact takes
itseriously, rather resigning oneself
todespairaftersome fime.

In the same week, while taking
lunch with another friend, a
Canadian, the issue of corruption
in Bangladesh came up. He asked
me why corruption is unbridled. Is

it easy o answer how and why
corruption extends its slimy tenta-
cles? He asked me what happens
for example when a union
porishod chairman indulges in
corruption. People should be
knowing it instantly because it is
such p small administrative unit
and because the rural life is so
inter-connected here.

Also at the national level, since
the societal norms, culture, lan-
guage, and to a large extent reli-
gion, are common, how come then
corruption grows unabashedly he
wanted to know. "Don't people
start shouting and criticizing these
events?” hewondered.

The same night, the television
news soothed us by saying that a

subsidiary of an organization;= ebgen livingin this countryforsome

taken to task by Bangladesh Bank
for some illegal activities, is spon-
soring a football tournament at
state level. How vividly this shows
how blind we have become to the
perpetrators of corruption! How
decadently we have eschewed the
sense of dignity that we do not
hesitate to sit side by side with a
censored organization in national
functions with broad smiles on our
shamelessiaces.

Frankly, we have found and
dished out 50 many allowances for
commitiing corruption it is a mat-
ter of maryel now that not everyone
has jumped onto the band-wagon
yet.

A few months back there was a
startling revelation on the podium
of the sacred national assembly (if
some sanctity is still left) by one of
the parliamentarians, about
squandering of several thousand
crore taka by a certain powerful
national decision maker. The buck
then stopped there. There was no
more news, no more offensive or
defensivestances.

My Canadian friend, who has

timé now, asked me what hap-
pened to that révelation. He asked
me why everything is quiet thereaf-
ter on the ground where a partisan
battle line has already been drawn,
I had to share my view that either
the declaration was a politcal
gimmick or the revealer might also
have had a few hidden bones in his
cuphboard,

Basically therefore there seems
to be an understanding among the
decision makers that "nobady will

harm anyhody" atthe end, fof their

collective survivall 'Thiy' have
agreed among themselves that
there is room for everyone to mint
money. They havealso learntabout
the benefit of not opposing their
kind.

It is safer and also more profit-
able either to join the existing
cartels or keep quiet than to
oppose them. We are living in a
society where you are not sup-
posed to shake the apparent peace
and balance of power. You will be
allowed, through mutual under-
standing, to scream to a certain
extent, to create your own niche

and fmage so that you also can
perpetuate the sin under
undoubting eyes.

You get the kind of king that you
deserve. So if there is anything
wrong nationally then it is we, the
people, who are to be blamed,
because we choose wrong type of
kings and neverlearn from history.
It is the people who either are not
aware of the power that democracy
gives them or they are fundamen-
tally not believers in people's
power and therefore do not prac-

ey Mk
colléctively,

True, itis not easy to identify the
right kind of people. Most of the
good people are good unfortu-
nately because they have not been
tested and many of the so-called
good people have shady pasts, that
most of us are probably not aware
of. We have seen many so-called
goad people going bad when they
got power.

We therefore will have to go
through trial and error and learn
from every mistake unfailingly, so
that once we found someone to be
dirty we do not apt for him twice.

tice the ﬁlvcn power: cfﬁ.tt[w.ly and

Can this nation really afford to
indulge in pampering the ones that
have been found to be untrustwor-
thy alreacy?

S0, letone hundred percentofus
throng voting centers fromnow on,
so that people's power is applied as
a sacrosanct strength, so that
nobody can take us for fools and
spateh from us the opportunity of
building our own destiny through
our own hands, We need to use our
voting rights as effective weapons
every five years to send the tested
ones or l:lﬂF‘i idclitiﬂnd thml.lgh.
gr'ulu.ll lcs:mg. 'to deéeisive p posi=
tions,

Because this is our own survival
and happiness that (5 at stake. We
do not get this chance every now
and then and one mistake means
allowing criminals to vitiate our
environment to a degree that
would then need much more than
five years to correct. The other right
type of signal that needs (o be
registered is not to vote if there is
none suitable, Time will come that
will take cognizance of this public
attitude with desired effects.
Frankly, there is no other alterna-

tive to rid the nation of the filth and
slenze that we are strrounded with
now.

Democracy takes time to oot
itself. Culture takes time to
develop. Isn'tdemogracy a culture?
Isn'tita way of life? Great things do
not come on ready-made silver
platters. They need sacrifice and
they take time to entrench. 5o letus
give time to democracy for taking
rool, say another wenty years. But
let us start the practice now - from
the upcoming election. In these
twenky, years | Wi have 1o sow the

“yeed'atid) prayo solatnly So that
cleanliness, ifnot inourlife, atleast
in pur children'slife, is ensured.

Let us resolve that we will be
strong enough not to sell our votes
but use them as a counter force (o
eradicate the force that has dark-
ened our horizon, that has vitated
the air that we breath in, that has
created a culture of grabbing.
Twenty years s not (oo lang & time
in a national life. If we cannot have
this much patience then how can
we claim that we are fit for undi
luted demeocracy, with all its vir-
tues,

Dengue virus: once again!
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The most essential step regarding the Lrevention of this deadly dengue is the
indentification of the mode of Aedes mosquito breeding and the method of spraying
insecticide/larvaecide at the appropriate sites. Most Aedes mosquitoes breed within
houses where the reach of government investigations is limited. The participation and
cooperation of the general people with government agencies is essential for Aedes

control programs.

SHAKEEL AHMED IBNE
MAHMOOD AnD BELAL
AHMED IBNE MAHMOOD

Introduction:
The reemergence of the dengue
virus has been very dreadful in
recent times. The term "Dengue”
hasits origin inZanzibar, where the
disease was called 'Denga’ during
the 1870 epidemic as mentioned by
N. Haqinanarticle in 2001,
According o WHO , dengue
fever is marked by 2 sudden onset
of high fever, severe headache and
pain behind the eyes and myalgia /
arthralgia. The symptoms and
signs may be very similar to other
viral infections, It occurs in epi-
demic form in most countries of
Asia and other Pacifie islands.
Children below 15 years are the
common susceptible victims.
Dengue epidemic in developing
countries is due to many reasons.
The disposal of sewage, method of
water purification, and most
importantly nutritional status of
the general population are impor-
tant reasons for these viral infec-
tions.

Currentsituationin Dhaka:
Bangladesh, at the moment, is
expariencing this viral infection in
a most horrific manner. The num-
ber of patients detected with den-
gue is increasing ar an alarming
rate, and the Dhaka City
‘Carporation (DCC) is worried that
itmight turninto an epidemic.
According to Daily Star dated
Inily 21, 2006, a survey report of the
DCC dengue control section

revealed that around 150 govern-
ment hospitals and private clinics
in the capital are presently treating
at least 230 dengue patients. The
survey also revealed that 31
pittients were admitted to different
elinies and hospitals in the city on
July 19 while 51 patients were
admitted the previous day.

It was also mentioned that
arouncd 408 patients were d:ag=
nosed with dengue as of July 22,
2006 in Dhaka, Of them, 178 have
been discharged from the hospitals
and clinics. There has been no
reportofdeathsso far.

This DCC report revealed that
two hundred and twenty-three
patients had died of dengue during
2000-2005 and 19,551 dengue
patients were admitted to clinics
and hospitals. Surveying several
hospitals and clinics, The Daily Star
has found that the number of
infant dengue patients is smaller
this yearthanin the previous years

Historical Aspects

The classical form of dengue has
been known for more than a cen-
tury in the tropical Sauth East Asia,
and Western Pacific Regions. EB
Yunus, a dengue expert, men-
tioned in his article that dengue
haemorthagic fever was reported
asanewdisease for the first time in
the Philippines in 1953. Serotypes
2, 3 and 4 were isolated in 1956,
Multiple infections were followed
in 1958 in Thailand, in 1970 in
Myanmar and finally in India in
1963, In 1965 there was an outbreak
of dengue and 'Chikungunga’ virus
infection called 'Dhaka fever'
which was the first documented

out-break of dengue in
Bangladesh. A WHO sponsored
small-scale survey also detected
dengue haemorrhagic fever cases
in 1982, It is difficult to understand
why this virus was reactivated in
Bangladesh. Probably seasonal
occurrences, such as monsoon-

diseases, leishmaniasis, there is no
significant differences with dengue
infection in Bangladesh. Dengue
infection involves mostly the afflu-
entsection of the society indicating
that it is an urban disease. Usually
there is negative correlation
between the infection and the
undernourished.

The peculiarity of the carrier has
close link with human habitation.
Female Aedes mosquitoes are the
carriers of the virus and are
peridomestic in nature. The tropi-
cal zone of the world, between
350N and 350 § latitude, and area
not over 1,000 ft. above sea level is
their usual habitat. The areas are
marked by monsoon-rains. The

Table-1

: Seasonaloccurrences of postiviecases

Season
PRE-MONSOON
MONSOON
POST-MONSOON

Percentage of patients
28.5%
25.7h
45.7%

rain, are ideal for breeding, The
best environmental conditions for
mosquito breeding prevails during
pre and post-monsoon periods in
the tropical zones. Aedes eggs can
survivein dryconditions fora year.
WHO estimated that there might
be50million to 100 million cases of
dengue infections worldwide every
year. Twao fifth of the world's popu-
lation are at risk of infection. In
Bangladesh the last time experi-
enced the worst dengue outbreak,
with the majority of cases being in
the capital. Thisyakorn U, in his
article in 1993, stated that over the
last 10-15 years, dengue fever and
dengue haemorchagic fever have
become a leading cause of hospita-
lisation and death among children
in South East Asian regions, fol-
lowed by diarrhoeal diseases and
acuterespiratory infections.

Social and Environmental

Aspects
In comparison to malaria, tubercu-
losis, leprosy, filariasis, diarrhoeal

breeding of the mosquitoes is
highest during pre and post-
monsoon periods.

Aedes breeds in clean, still and
stagnant water usually found in
discarded tyres, water tanks and
storage appliances which are the
ideal sites for breeding. Aedes is a
voracious bloodsucker, which
helps more virus transmission
during blood meal.- Biting occurs
throughout the day, especially
berween 8:00 A.M to 13:00 BM and
between 15:00 BM to 17:00 BM.,
therefore late risers and late eve-
ning sleepers are more susceptible
to mosquito bites, The mosquito
sucks blood many times and,
therefore, it can infect many per-
50n8,

Like all carrier-borne diseases,
dengue also needs some conducive
predisposing conditions for
endemicity and outbreaks.
According toWHO, the countries of
South-East Asia share common
features like large populations,

rpid wbanisation, development
activities and monsoon rains.
Urban human populations now
constitute the natural reservoir,
travelers are the only disseminut-
ing factor of the viruses from one
country to another.

A survey in Dhaka city, by emi-
nent entomologist MA Chowdhury
in 2000, discovered that independ-
ent houses were most likely to have
high densities of Aedes mosqui-
toes. It appears that the rooftop
concrete water contalners are one
of the main breeding sources in
indépendent houses. EB Yunus
showed in his article in, 2000, that
in the city of Chittagong from
September 1996 to June 1997,
among 255 positive cases shows &
seasonal variation In Dengue
Patients (Table 1).

Conclusion:

The prevention of dengue fever
is largely based upon the identifi-
cation of risk factors and aware-
ness. Factors responsible are over-
population, uncontrolfed urbani-
sation, and inadequate waste
management.

It is important o bear In mind
that the Aedes mosquito is also a
carrier for yellow fever. The main
threat of yellow fever is the periodic
invasion of the virus to densely
populated urban areas whereit can

be transmitted by human biting .|

species. Therefore, it can be antici-
pated the future impact of this
tropical disease in Bangladesh. The
most essential step regarding the
prevention of this deadly dengue is
the indentification of the mode of
Aedes mosquito breeding and the
method of spraying insecti-
cide/larvaecide at the appropriate
sities. :

Most Aedes mosquitoes breed
within houses where the reach of
government investigations is
limited. The participation and
cooperation of the general people
with government agencies is
essential for Aedes control pro-
grams,
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Statement on Lebanon

We, the members of SANGAT,
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sti
Lanka, meeting in Colombo, condemn, in the
strongest possible terms, Israel's unwarranted
aggression on Lebanon, which has led to large
scale bloodshed, the displacement of hun-
dreds of thousands of civilians from their
*homes, and the wilmldeatrucﬂu'ﬁ ofthecoun-
. -'try s infrastructure, including airports;
ﬂ bndges, power plama‘and transmission {ow-
* ers. Israell air, sea and land blockades have
- vimml[y cut off Lebanon from the rest of the
~ would; Israeli forces have sys!emanca]ly pre-
.~ yented the opening ofa humanitarian corridor
. todeliveraid and assistance to the Lebanese,
We note with concern that Lebanon is the
. third country in the region to have been
~ attacked since the so-called War on Terror was
launched. Weare dneplyr.:nnct;med abouf the
| long term, and far te'lchi'ng consequences of
_ yetanother war on the stabilityof the region.
We are appalled by Israel’s lagrantviolation
ol international laws as it pursies its destric-
-~ tive agenda in Lebanon and in the Gaza Strip.
We denounce the efforts of the United States in
justifying Israel's murderous actions and in
actively resisting international calls for an
immediate ceasefire. We are outraged that the
US has expedited arms shipments to [srael at
this critical juncture. We protest the US veto, at
 the Security Council, of the resolution con-

demning Israeli actions. We also condemn the
LN Security Council's inability to take mean-
ingful action, in the face of Israel's relentless |
aerial assaults on civilian populations, to ‘
alleviate the humanitarian crisis that is esca-

latingin Lebanonday by day. !

We denounce the international community, |
including the member states of the |
Organisation of Islamic Countries, for their |
indifference and complicity in lhlswnr. :

As South Asian feminists, we are also deeply ‘
concerned about the safety of migranwork- |
ers, from our region, wha have been atrnnded
in Lebanon. Some workers have nlreudy lost = |
their lives during the bombardment, '
strongly feel that it is the responsibility of all = |
ourstates, and theirlocal Embassies, toensure |
the safety and retrieval of their citizens. We =
also demand compensation from the state of
[srael for the Iass of lives, and. Hvelﬂmnds.ﬁ
suffered by allthosecaughtinthewar.

We demand an immediate, unilateral and
unconditional withdrawal of [sraeli forces
from Lebanese territory. We also express our;
deepest solidarity with the pedple of Lébanon:
duringthis darkchapterin thelrh[sl:ory
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