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Schoolteachers
begin hunger
strike

SIAPF CORRESFOVDENT

Regiswmd- non-.govcrmncnt pri-
amary schoolteachers' yesterday

began hunger strike until death at
;Muktangs&n in the city keeping
‘their educational institutions
closed.

The non-government high
sth ool, college and madrasa teach-
ers’ indefinite strike at the educa-
tional institutions will complete its
onemonth tomorrow.

Primary, teachers under the
banner of Bangladesh Non-
government Primary Teachers
Association led by Mansur Ali
yesterdayheld arally at Muktangon
and submitted a memorandum to
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
demanding nationalisation of their
jobs.

Following the rally, the teachers
brought out a procession and
headed towards the Prime
Minister's Office to lay siege to it.
Police intercepted the procession
at Paltan intersection with barbed

SEE PAGE 19 COL 6
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brought against
Bhaluka militants

Seven out of 27 JMB men remanded

BISHAWIIT DAS and AMINUL
ISLAM, from Bhaluka

Police yesterday produced 27
militants, including the 25 arrested
during Wednesday's maid near a
Bhaluka madrasa by Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) and two others
nabbed later, before a
Mymensingh courl under Section
54 without bringing any specific
charges.

Police also produced Nuruddin
Haider, thelandlordand founder of
the madrasa -- Al-Jamiatul Tslamia
Nurul Hum -- before the court
with seven-day remand prayer
under an exiortion case, filed on

July 28 by an employee of a private
TVchannel.

The arrested Afghan war vet-

eran Moulana Mufti Abdur Rouf
had been running the militant
camp it a madrasa in Jibontola
village under Bhaluka upazila for
years under the nose of law enfore-
ers and administration although
palice seized huge books and other
documents on jihad from the den
in2003,

Rab claimed to have arrested 25
militants including Mufti Abdur
Rouf during training at Jamia
Islamia Nurul Ulum Madrasa at
Jibontola village and' recovered
bomb-making materials and mili-

tancy-related equipment at
3:00pm onWednesday.

. Later, Rab-9 arrested Abu
Huriara and Shafiq at Sced Store
BazaratBhalukaat8:30pm.

The two are the students of the
same madrasa and had fled from
thespotduringthe raid, Rab said.

Sub:Inspector (SI) Rabiul Islam
of Bhaluka Police Station yesterday
produced the arrested militants
before the court of First Class
Magistrate Rukshana Tarannum.

Receiving the arrestees from
Raboffice, where the militants had
been undergoing interrogation
since their arrest, SI Rabiul sought

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1
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No specific charge

UN powers le()s_}_el to
ME truce deal

10,000 Israeli ground troops I

JUTERS, Beirut

Tsracl lnunched fresh air strikes on
Belrut yesterday after a lull of sev-

aral days, while UN powers inched

toward. agreement on & Speurity
Couneil fesolution to end the
three-week-old conflict.

Premier Ehud Olmert reiterated
in a newspaper interview that
Israel would not halt its offensive
against Hezbollah guerrillas in
south Lebanon until an [nterna-

hting in Lebanon villages

tional force of some 15,000 com-
bat-ready troops was deployed
there,

The difficulty of assembling
such a force was highlighied when
the United Nations postponed &
meeting of potential troop-
contributing coutitries forasecond
fime.

Hizbollah guetrillas killed seven
people in a rocket bartage on Israel
andthreelsraelisoldiersin fighting

SEE PAGE 19 €OL 1
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GDP growth slows

down in Q4
MCCI says concerns high about
politics, weakening governance

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (MCCI)
review says the country's eco-
nomic performance in the 4th
quarter (April-June of FY06) indi-
cates that growth in GDP was mar-
ginally slower than that in the 3rd
quarter of the current fiscal.
However, analysing observa.
tions by some entreprencurs the
chamber said the economy is still

on the growth path, though con-
cern has been expressed as to how
long the economic growth
momentum can withstand the
continuing political’ confrontas
tions and weakening of the institu-
tivns of econbmic and political
govemance,

"Complaints have been made
about deteriorating supply of
electricity . and gas, widespread
corruption, discretionary powers

/ SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

VOTER LIST UPDATE

Saifur now to allocate
required fund

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman,
who once refused to allocate fresh
fund for updating the voter list,
yesterdaysurprisingly came up with
an assurance of providing the
Election Commission (EC) with as
muchmoneyasitrequines.

In the wake of the EC Secretary
Abdur Rashid Sarkar's remark that
the allocationof Tk 25 crore against
the demaned of Tk 40.86 crore was

inadequate, the finance minister
told reporiers, "Definitely, we will
provide whatever amount of fund
they require to update the voter
list."

Officials at the EC Secretariat
hinted that they might seek further
allocationofTk 15 crore.

Earlier on July 18, the finance
minister refused to allocate fresh
fund for updating the voter list,
leading to a slow start of the work
SEE PAGE 19 COL 6
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Customs officials seize smuggled foreign cigarettes worth around Tk 5.5
crore from @ container at the Inland Container Depot at-Kamalapur in the

capﬂalyesle;d ay.

Ershad's joining
4-party may be
bad in long run
Says Saifur

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Finance Minister and senior BNP
leader M Saifur Rahman has said
Ershad's joining the BNP-led alli-
ance may be good for short term,
butbadin thelongrun,

He told reporters at his office
yesterday while replying to a ques-
tion on how he sees the reported
move about Ershad's joining the
alliance.

_The BNP standing committee
membersaid the partyalone will win
the elections and retiirn to powerasit
hasdonemanygoodworks.

He said the regulatory institu-
tions like Anti-Corruption
Commission and Tax Ombudsman
will have to be strengthened to
accelerate development.

WASHINGTON POST
'Bangladesh sees
rising Islamic
movement with
al-Qaeda link'

The Washingtan Poston Wednesday
carried a story headlined "A new
fiub for terrorismit: In Bangladesh,
an Islamic movement with al-
Qaeda ties is on the rise,” Following
is the full textof the article by Selig S
Harrison:

While the United States dithers,
a growing Islamic fundamentalist
movement linked to al-Qaeda and
PaKistani intelligence agencies is
steadily converting the strategi-
cally located nation of Bangladesh
intoanewregional hub forterrorist
operations that reach into India
and Southeast Asia.

With 197 million people, largely
Muslim Banglaclesh has substan-
tial Hindu and Christian minorities
and is nominally a secular democ-
racy. But the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) struck a
Faustian bargain with the funda-
mentalist party Jamaat-e-1slami
five years ago inorder to winpower.

SEE PAGE 14 COL 1

Tk 5.5cr smuggled
cigarettes seized
from container

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

After a tip-off by a clearing agent,
customs officials yesterday confis-
cated a huge amount of foreign
cigarettes inside a 40-foor con-
tainer, which was officially
declared 1o contain electric-touch-
lamps, at the Inland Container
Depot (1ICD) atKamlapur,

Shipped from the Chinese port
of Shen Zen, the container arrived
at the Kamlapur 1CD from
Chittagong port on July 25. The
estimated ‘street value of the ciga-
rettes would be around Tk 5.5
crore, customs sources said.

The Commissioner of Customs
at the 1CD, Almas Uzzaman said
they could not trace the importer,

SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

Many JP MPs to
quit if Ershad
joins 4-party
Says GM Quader

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Many of the Jatiya Party (JP) legisla-
tors; fearing the four-party alli-
ance's defeat in the upcoming
general election, may change their
platform to contest the polls if JP
Chairman Ershad joined the alli-
ance.

"Many of our (JP) lawmakers
may quit the party if our chairman
took the wrong decision to join the

BNP-led alliance,” JP Presidium_|

Member GM Quader told TheDaily
Star yesterday without disclosing

their names.
However, most of the party MPs
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3
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4th ODI today

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh's hope to wintheir first
series abroad depends on how the
cricketers react after a dreadfil
finish in the third match on
Wednesday when the tourists face
Zimbabwe in the foutth one-day

internationalin Harare today.
Zimbabwe snatched victory
from the jaw of defeat as Brendan
Taylor rattled 18 runs in the final
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8
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OIC MEET ON LEBANON

PM calls for ceasefire

Terms Isra_el s actions brutal, violation
of human rights

UNB, Putrajaya, Malaysia

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day called for an immediate and
unconditional ceasefire in
Lebanon with total cessation of
violence.

Addressing the emergency
meeting of the executive commit-
tee of OIC, especially on the
Lebanon situation, at Hotel
Marriot Putrajaya in Putrajaya, the
prime minister strongly con-
demned Israel for the brutality of
its actions and the blatantviolation
of humanrights.

She also called for urgent
deployment of an inlernational
force for stabilising the Israeli-
Lebanon border under the United
Nations (UN).

Placing the demands at the OIC
meet, the prime minister observed
that political issues cannot be

resolved by military means--
history has proved time and again
the futility of this approach.
"Violence begels violence. Its
continuation carries the danger of
a spillover that will have disastrous
consequences. This will surely add
to radicalisation in the Muslim

world. The latter, in turn, will
increase difficulties for those of us
on the side of moderation,” she
Said, \

The prime minister mooted a
four-point proposal for brokering
peace on the war front that also
includes holding of an UN-
sponsored conference onways and
means of enhancing the authority
of the Lebanese government and
immediate reconstruction of ils
economy and infrastructure.

She also stressed the need for
UN-sponsored comprehensive
Middle East peace by ensuring
formation of an independent and
sovereign state of Palestine,

Malaysian Prime Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, the
current chairman of the OIC {Or-
ganisation of Islamic Conference),
opencd the one-day emergency

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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US wants all to talk

polls discords over

Boucher offers help to break
down militant network

STAFFE CORRESPONDENT

US Assistant Secretary of State
Richard Boucher yesterday said
major political parties should sit
together to talk all the electoral
discords over so that the next polls
could be held in a free and fair
manner,

He also said constitutional
provisions guarantce democracy
and' state ways of resolving any
national crisis. "I hope that the

press conference at the Hotel
Radisson.

gontinue cm:nuijng the political
parties her¢ to ho

thar everybody can play their due
role.”

MEETING WITH HASINA

: Boucher says

: US wants
: fair polls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

: Visiting US Assistant Secretary of

Asked'if the US would request :
the two major political parties-- ;
BNP and AL-- to sit together, he :

said,

continue encouraging them."

"We can not directly be :

involved in your politics, but can - thatthe USwants the nextelection

:  State Richard A Boucher yesterday
political partieswill Follow the HEHt © DatAtie co it Tok b te et

paths," Boucher told a crowded © g4 of cooperation in the conduct

+ ofafree, fairand credible election in

"The way the US can help is to Bangladesh earlytiextyeat.

said his countryiskeen to extend all

"We look forward to doing

d dialogues and ?;;e'y%hmighﬁzﬂﬂlp for a free and
training the people concerned in : .. CCoHon ReLe, :
holding free and fair elections so Leader of the Opposition Sheikh

Boucher told

Hasina during an hour-long meet-
ingatherSudhaSadanresidencein
thecapital.

Briefing the newsmen, he sald
he has made it clear to Hasina, also
president of Awami League (AL),

: inBangladeshtobe freeand fair.

He said itis certainly important :
that all' the political parties take
. USassistantsecretaryadding thathis
always scope for reforms if major :
political parties sit together and :

part in the elections. "There is

wantit."
Ammiving on Wednesday, the US

ers as wellas civil societymembers
SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

"Weare interested in the electoral
process, not the outcome," said the

country will not favour any political

party in the upcoming parliamen-
tary election. He said he hopes that

: every party and candidate will be
assistant secretary of state for :
South and Central Asian affairs met -
government and apposition lead- :

saesw

able to contest the election freely
while the voters will cast their votes

withoutcoercion,
Hopefully, the desire of the
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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STANDS EVERY SUNDAY

Ensure your copy, there is something special for yo_u.,

It will contain

Articles, travelogue, campus happenings, jokes, cartoons, views, mind-
boggling photographs, achievements, milestones, things you love,
hangouts, cultural activities, things vou hate and everything in between.
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