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Ancelotti
rules
out Ronaldo

INTERNET, undated

Milan coach Carlo Ancelotti has
confirmed he is not interested in
signing Manchester United winger
Cristiano Ronaldo.

The Portugal international has
returned to training with United after
a summer that saw him declare a
determination to join Real Madrid
and then incur the wrath of a nation
for his part in Wayne Rooney's
sending off in the World Cup
quarterfinal.

Although Ronaldo has his admir-
ers in Italy, the Rossoneri will not be
making a move for 21-year-old.

"Cristiano Ronaldo?" said
Ancelotti. "He's a guy with good
qualities.

"But he's a winger and so he
can'tplay at Milan.

"We would have to change our
game."

Milan have been buoyed by the
relative success of their appeal
against the punishment meted out
by the Italian authorities following
the refereeing scandal that engulfed
the country.

Ronaldo was rumoured to be one
of their targets but it seems certain
that the youngster will remain at Old
Trafford, despite facing a hostile
reception at away grounds through-
outthe season.

Juve lodge
appeal with Coni
AFP, Rome

Disgraced Italian football giants

Juventus on Tuesday lodged their
appeal with the Italian Olympic
Committee (CONI) against rele-
gation to Serie B and a 17 point
penalty for matchfixing seeking a
reduction of their punishment.

However, two other clubs
found guilty of matchfixing Lazio
and Fiorentina, who despite being
reinstated into Serie A -- though
with 19 and 11 points having been
docked -- after an earlier appeal
had said they would also appeal
had yet to lodge their dossiers
with Coni.

"For the moment Juventus is
the only club to have lodged a
dossier with us," a Coni spokes-
man told AFP.

No date for the hearing has yet
been set, but there is a little less
urgency about the date after the
announcement by the
Professional League Clubs later
on Tuesday that the Serie A and
Serie B campaigns would start on
the weekend of September 9 and
10 instead of August 27 as had
been previously scheduled.

All three former club adminis-
trators, Juventus duo Luciano
Moggi and Antonio Giraudo --
banned from football for five years
--and AC Milan's Adriano Galliani,
who copped a nine month suspen-
sion have lodged their dossiers
with Coni.

AC Milan have decided not to
appeal to CONI, having been
docked eight points but permitted
to retain their place in the
Champions League, subject to
UEFA's stamp of approval.

Coni's role is not to try the
cases again but to find a compro-
mise over the punishments that
suits both those found guilty and
the Italian Football Federation
(FIGC) -- though a lot of observers
have expressed their disdain at
the leniency shown.

Juventus, Fiorentina and Lazio
have also said that they are pre-
pared to go to court if they are not
satisfied with the outcome.

Blair in
Chelsea camp

AFP, Los Angeles

British Prime Minister Tony Blair
indulged his passion for football
during his visit to Los Angeles,
meeting players from English
Premiership champions Chelsea on
their pre-season tour, his spokes-
man said Tuesday.

Blair -- an avowed fan of
Premiership side Newcastle United
-- dropped in on a reception for the
west London club in the California
city Monday night, the spokesman
said.

"He was invited by Chelsea to go
to the reception. He dropped in for
15 minutes. He thought that was the
courteous thing to do," he told
reporters.

"He spoke to (captain and
defender) John Terry, (midfielder)
Joe Cole and (midfielder) Frank
Lampard about the pressures of
taking penalties and left."

Penalties remain a key topic of
conversation -- and frustration --
among fans of the England national
side, after they were knocked out of
the World Cup in a quarterfinal
shoot-out with Portugal.

Lampard was one of three
England players who missed from
the spot.

REUTERS, California

Germany midfielder Michael
Ballack, sporting a close-cropped
haircut and smiling readily, was
officially presented to the media with
his number 13 Chelsea shirt on
Tuesday.

The 29-year-old, who joined the
English champions in May on a
three-year contract, says he is
ready for the challenge of the
Premier League and is happy to
play anywhere in the team.

Ballack is expected to be rotated
in the Chelsea line-up with Ghana's
Michael Essien in a three-man
midfield featuring top goalscorer
Frank Lampard and Frenchman
Claude Makelele in the holding role.

"It doesn't really matter where he
(Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho)
puts me in the team because we all
want to succeed," Ballack told a
news conference at the Beverly Hills
Hotel.

"l am happy to fit in with whatever
is best for the team.

"Chelsea know about my
strengths, that's why they picked
me. There's great competition in the
midfield and I'll just have to do my

best."

The Germany captain, who
signed for Chelsea as a free agent
from Bayern Munich where he was
the leading player, is unfazed about
moving to a team loaded with big
names.

"I don't really mind being less of a
leader with Chelsea because I'm
part of a greater team," said Ballack,
who has spent the last two days
training with the English club at the
University of California Los Angeles.

"You can see that with a bigger
team like Brazil who have a lot of
stars but focus on playing together
as ateam, rather than on one star."

The three-times German
Footballer of the Year played down
any suggestion of a friendly rivalry
with Lampard over their respective
goal-scoring from the midfield.

"We want to be successful and
we don't want to compete with each
other," he said.

"We all want to work together to
become a winning team and I'm glad
to be part of that.

"l think Frank is a great player
and, just like any other team I've
been on, | really enjoy playing with
other players."

Ballack, who was approached by
Manchester United before he
decided moving to Chelsea, is
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Chelsea's new signing Michael Ballack holds his jersey during a press conference in Beverly Hills, California on Tuesday.

Ballack puts team first
K/ ¥ Football

looking forward to the challenge of
the nextthree yearsin England.

"It's a big change for me to move
to a foreign country to play in the
Premier League for the first time but
| was looking for a challenge," he
said. "l am really excited aboutit.

Winning the Champions League
is definitely one of my goals but it's
not the only one. | want to focus on
every match | play for Chelsea."

The English league champions
launch their title defence against
Manchester City on Aug. 20

Ballack, who helped Bayern win
consecutive German league and
cup doubles and six trophies in all
during his four years at the club,
already feels he belongs to the
Chelsea family.

"l have been accepted very well,
even though | am still getting to
know the other players and the
coaching staff," he said.

Being a new signing, however,
there is one cloud on his horizon.

"Il have to sing to the team
tonight," he said of the Chelsea
ritual. "l don't know want I'm going to
sing but | hope | can sing it very
short."

Vieira off to Inter

m Football

AFP, Rome

France international Patrick Vieira
completed his transfer from crisis-
torn Juventus to Inter Milan on
Wednesday.

The 30-year-old midfielder, who
underwent a medical on Tuesday,
has signed a four-year contract until
June 30,2010.

The cost of the transfer is
reported to be around 10 million
euros (12.8 million dollars), with
Vieira expected to draw an annual
salary of five million euros (6.4
million dollars).

Vieira is one of several key
players to leave Juventus after the
Turin club were found guilty of
match fixing last month.

Juventus were stripped of the Serie
A titles they won in 2004-05 and in
2005-06, and were demoted to the
second division with a 17-point penalty
forthe start of nextseason.

With Juventus and AC Milan both
guilty of match-fixing, Inter were

crowned last season's Serie A
champions.

Vieira's first taste of professional
football was with French side
Cannes, where he made his debut
at the age of 17. Two years later he

—
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became their captain.

In the summer of 1995 he was
signed by Inter's city rivals AC Milan,
but made just two appearances
before being offloaded to Arsenal.

His career took off during his time
with Arsenal where he played
between 1996 and 2005. He won
three Premier League titles and four
FA Cups with the Gunners.

After nine years in England,
Vieira said he wanted a change of
scenery and joined Juventus in
2005 for a fee of 20 million euros
(25.6 million dollars).

Vieira was a member of the
France squad which won the 1998
World Cup. He came on as a substi-
tute in the final against Brazil.

A tenacious tackler and intelli-
gent passer, Vieira quickly estab-
lished himself as a regular first-
choice international and helped
France win the 2000 European
championships in Holland and
Belgium.

He also played in the 2006 World
Cup final last month, when France
lost to Italy 5-3 on penalties.

Bates demands

Chelsea penalty

I’ ¥ Football

AFP, Leeds

Leeds United chairman Ken Bates
said Wednesday he will report his
former club Chelsea for allegedly
making illegal approaches for three
young Leeds players, demanding
the Premiership champions be
docked points or banned from
Europe.

Bates, reading out a statement,
said he would contact the Football
Association, FIFA, the Premier
League and the Football League
(FA).

"We have considerable weight
of evidence, which we don't pro-
pose to disclose at this stage, that
demonstrates quite clearly, with-
out any shadow of doubt, that
Chelsea behaved consistently and
aggressively in stealing these
players from Leeds United," he
said.

The dispute relates to how
Chelsea signed up Leeds acad-
emy players Michael Woods and
Tom Taiwo about a year ago.
Bates also believes an illegal
approach was made for a third
youngster, Danny Rose, who
decided against moving.

Bates, who was Chelsea chair-
man for 20 years, called for his
former club to be docked points,

banned from European competi-
tion or prevented from registering
new players.

It was "not a question of punish-
ing Chelsea", just trying to prevent
such events happening again,
Bates said.

"Unfortunately, because of the
financial state of their owner
(Russian billionaire Roman
Abramovich), financial punish-
ments alone will make no differ-
ence," he said.

"If you belong to a league or
any competition... there is implicit
acceptance to play by the rules.

"If you don't wish to play by
those rules, and refuse persis-
tently to do so, why should you be
allowed to play in the competi-
tion?"

Leeds offered scholarship
terms to all three youngsters in
September last year, with Woods
and Taiwo turning them down to
move to London.

Bates said Leeds was taking
separate legal action against for-
mer academy staff member Gary
Worthington, now at Chelsea, for
his alleged part in the youngsters'
defection.

Separately, Bates said, Leeds
wanted to be "compensated for the
amount of work we put into devel-
oping the players".

"Recently, Chelsea were
involved in another squabble for a

young player, this time with
Manchester United, and they had to
pay 16 million pounds for that,”
Bates said, referring to the dispute
over Nigerian youngster Jon Obi
Mikel.

"That puts the 200,000 pounds
they have offered us in perspec-
tive."

A series of reports at the week-
end said Bates had demanded
Chelsea pay 24 million pounds (35
million dollars) for the two players
who moved.

Chelsea have previously
insisted the club acted properly.

"We made an approach to Leeds
at the end of last year, which they
rejected. There was then a window
of opportunity where the club could
come in and make offers. Two of the
players joined Chelsea," a Chelsea
statement said.

The FA said they had not
received an official complaint from
Leeds.

"We have had communication
from Leeds United on this subject
but as yet no formal complaint," a
spokesman said.

"If this was received, we would
give itdue consideration."

Any official complaint would
come under jurisdiction of the FA --
rather than the Premier League or
Football League -- because the
clubs involved are in different
divisions.

Serie A delay
confirmed

INTERNET, undated

The ltalian Football League have
confirmed that the new Serie A
season will now kick off on
September 10.

The fresh campaign was origi-
nally scheduled to start on August
27, but that date has been deemed
as unrealistic given another sum-
mer of controversy in Italian football.

Due to the various appeals with
regard to the initial Calciopoli sen-
tences and the threat of another
tribunal hearing involving more
clubs, the new season's start date
has been delayed by two weeks.

Serie A will start on September
10 and come to a conclusion on May
27, 2007. Serie B will begin on
September 9 and end on June 10,
2007.

There will be four midweek
fixtures in the First Division and four
Sunday breaks in the schedule as a
result of international commitments
and Christmas.

The Coppa ltalia will kick-off on
August 19, with the two-legged
Finals set for April 18 and May 9,
2007.

The ltalian Super Cup Final
between newly crowned Italian
champions Inter and Roma, last
season's Coppa runners-up, will be
played on August 26.

Henry to miss
UCL opener

AFP, London

Thierry Henry will not feature in the
first game of Arsenal's Champions
League campaign next week as he
will have only just returned to train-
ing, manager Arsene Wenger said
on Tuesday.

Last season's Champions
League finalists face either Dinamo
Zagreb of Croatia or Lithuanian side
Ekrenas -- most likely the former,
who took a 4-1 away win in the first
leg -- in a third round qualification
match in a week's time.

The Gunners face qualification to
reach the main group stage as they
finished fourth in the Premiership
lastseason.

As well as German goalkeeper
Jens Lehmann, who is suspended
after being sent off in May's
Champions League final defeat to
Barcelona, Henry will miss the first
leg, Wenger said.

"Jens is suspended and Thierry
will be short as well," Wenger said
after Arsenal's 8-1 thrashing of
Austrian third division side
Schwadorfin a pre-season friendly.

"He (Henry) comes back on
August 2 so it is very short until
August9."

The team playing the Champions
League tie would be very similar to
that which defeated Schwadorf,
Wenger said, although Czech
midfielder Tomas Rosicky and
teenage England striker Theo
Walcott could also feature.

"Tomas Rosicky is OK," Wenger
said. "Theo Walcott is a bit short. He
has had a virus so he has not prac-
tised well.

"The fittest players will play
whether it means Walcott or not |
don'tknow yet."

Gallas in hot
water

AFP, Los Angeles

French international defender
William Gallas will not join Chelsea
on their US tour, the English
Premiership champions announced
on Tuesday.

The 28-year-old was due to join
the team with the other Chelsea
players who participated in the
World Cup semifinals and final -- he
played in the final penalty shootout
loss to Italy -- and be available when
Chelsea faces the Major League
Soccer All-Stars on Saturday in
Chicago.

Gallas, who has indicated he
would like to leave the club as he
does not like playing full-back
instead of his preferred centre-back
position, requested extra-time off
following the World Cup but was
informed he should still report to Los
Angeles on the date previously
agreed.

His failure to report has club
officials considering further disci-
plinary action as a consequence.

"William Gallas will not be joining
up with Chelsea on the pre-season
tour of the United States," read a
statement from the club.

"William requested extra-time off
following the World Cup but was
informed he should still report to Los
Angeles on the date previously
agreed with him. He did not report
and further action will now be con-
sidered by the club as a conse-
quence.

"Pre-season training and the tour
is about building team spirit among
our squad and extra leave is only
granted for valid football-related
reasons."

Gallas, who signed from
Marseille for 6million pounds five
years ago, has one year remaining
on his Chelsea contract but talks are
ongoing over a new one as the
Premiership champions have
insisted he is not going anywhere.

Superstar sweepstakes

I/ Football

GABRIELE MARCOTTI

Did you pay attention in Econ 101?
Remember the law of supply and
demand?

If you do, you probably know that
this is the single most unusual
transfer market in recent history.
And even then, there's the odd
move, which -- seemingly -- has no
grounding whatsoever in common
sense.

One thing at a time. The law of
supply and demand states that the
greater the supply, the lower the
price, provided demand stays
constant or falls. And, of course, the
reverse is true.

What we are seeing this summer
is that, following the dismantling of
Juventus, the supply of top players
on the market has gone through the
roof. Lilian Thuram, Fabio
Cannavaro, Gianluca Zambrotta
and Emerson have already been
sold, Patrick Vieira and Mauro
Camoranesi are on their way, with
David Trezeguet, Zlatan
Ibrahimovic and, possibly, Gigi
Buffon likely to follow.

Throw in the rest of a talented
crop (some who have already
moved, others who may yet do so)
angling for the big time -- Lukas
Podolski, Michael Ballack, Andriy
Shevchenko, Fernando Torres,
Luca Toni, Ruud van Nistelrooy,
William Gallas, Carlos Tevez,
Ashley Cole, Javier Mascherano --
and what you have is a veritable glut
of talent on offer.

The market for players of this
magnitude -- guys who expect to

earn in excess of 7-million-dollars-
a-year -- is tiny to begin with, and
with Juventus out of the mix, there
are no more than eight clubs left
who can even think about signing
them: Real Madrid, Barcelona, Inter,
Chelsea, AC Milan, Manchester
United, Bayern Munich and possibly
Liverpool.

Real, Barcelona and Bayern
seem to have already completed
their shopping for the summer.
Chelsea (a left-back, most likely
Cole) and Liverpool (a striker) are
looking for one more signing.
Arsenal is not the kind of team to
break the bank, which leaves
United, Inter and Milan (UEFA
permitting) as the only teams likely
to still spend big.

That's why, if those three clubs
play their cards right, they can find
some veritable bargains. They're
like the guys who show up at a
garage sale at dusk, with plenty of
stuff still on offer. That's what Econ
101 would suggest. In fact, the
transfer market sometimes acts in
strange and mysterious ways.

Take United, which paid 33
million dollars for Michael Carrick
this week. Carrick is a fine holding
midfielder and a delightful young
man. But 33 million dollars? You
could have bought both Lyon's
Mahamadou Diarra and his name-
sake, Lens' Alou Diarra, for that
amount and had plenty of change
left over. And you'd probably be
better off.

Or how about Real, which
shelled out 20 million dollars on van
Nistelrooy? The same amount
would have fetched Trezeguet, who
is younger and just as prolific.

But that's the weird unpredict-

ability of the transfer market. It's not
transparent and it's certainly not an
exact science. Aplayer's valuation is
a convoluted cocktail of ability, age,
wages, how many years he has left
on his contract and how many clubs
are interested in him and can afford
him.

Torres may indeed be worth 40
million dollars, as Atletico Madrid
insists. But who can afford to pay
that much? Maybe United, maybe
Milan. That's it. And will they want to
bid that much when Torres has only
two years left on his current con-
tract, which means his price is likely
to halve in 12 months' time? Not to
mention the alternatives: For that
kind of money you can probably get
Ibrahimovic and Tevez. Two for the
price of one.

That's what makes this summer
so interesting. The scandal in ltaly
has had far-reaching implications,
not only in terms of clubs circling
around Juventus' spoils but also for
those players hoping to make the
jump to the big time. With cash
already scarce (Chelsea notwith-
standing), players feeling the pres-
sure to move and a limited number
of clubs who can afford them, this
could be the most bargain-laden
summer in history.

It's also a reminder that at the
highest level, players don't "belong"
to the Premiership, Primera Liga or
Serie A. They belong to those seven
or eight clubs who can actually
afford them, strewn across Europe's
top leagues. You could say that, in
that sense, the European super-
league is already here.

(Gabriele Marcotti writes for the
Sl.com)

Bremen reach League
Cup final

m Football

REUTERS, Berlin

A late strike from Torsten Frings
gave Werder Bremen a 2-1 victory
in the semifinal of the Bundesliga
pre-season League Cup tourna-
menton Tuesday.

Hamburg were down to 10 men
from the 76th minute after Nigel de
Jong was sent off for a challenge on
Germany midfielder Frings.

But nevertheless they had more
chances to break the draw until

Frings beat two Hamburg SV
defenders eight minutes from time
and fired a fine shot from the left into
the far corner.

"l saw the corner was open and
took a chance the goalkeeper
wouldn't see it coming," said Frings.
"Fortunately, it went in. We want to
win the first title at stake this season
to getofftoa good start."

Bremen, who finished second in
the Bundesliga last season, now
play in the final of the League Cup,
made up of the top six teams, on
Saturday against the winner of
Wednesday's semifinal between

Werder Bremen's Egyptian striker Mohamed Zidan (R) gets the ball past
Hamburg 'keeper Stefan Waechter (L) during the German League Cup semifi-

nal Bremen on Tuesday.
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Bundesliga champions Bayern
Munich and Schalke 04.

Mohamed Zidan, returned to
Bremen after being loaned for a
season to Mainz 05, had put
Bremen ahead in the 50th minute
after collecting a superb pass from
Miroslav Klose. Zidan then sur-
prised the Germany striker by
kissing him on the cheek.

HSV equalised in the 70th min-
ute when lvory Coast's Boubacar
Sanogo broke free from midfield to
latch onto a through ball and beat
Bremen goalkeeper Andreas
Reinke.

Chevanton
signs for
Sevilla

AFP, Madrid

Uruguayan international striker
Javier Chevanton on Tuesday
completed a five-year deal with
Spain's UEFA Cup champions FC
Sevilla for a fee of 8million euros
from 2004 Champions League
finalists Monaco, the Spanish club
said.

The 25-year-old, nicknamed
Chevagol, has been with Monaco
since 2004 scoring 20 goals in 50
appearances.

A Monaco source had earlier
said a four-year contract was in the
offing after the French league club's
managing director Marc Keller said
that "the two clubs have come to an
agreement.”

Sevilla's website said the player
would on Thursday join up with the
club as they head for a tour of
Japan.
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