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Carnival, an old tradition in some German parts of Switzerland. Picture above, Canton Luzern

BWEL

WE FALICITATE THE NATIONAL DAY OF
SWITZERLAND AND WISH OERLIKON
WELDING LIMITED, ZURICH FOR THEIR
ASSOCIATION AS A FOREIGN SPONSOR
SHARE HOLDER OF OUR COMPANY.

VOLTA MARINE - A SHIP BUILDING
ELECTRODE IN GRADE - 3 APPROVED BY
LLOX.D'S: «uREGISTER w....QF:  SHIPPING,
ENGLAND. GERMANISCHER LLOYD -
GERMANY AND BUREAU VERITAS - FRANCE.

BWELBANGLADESH WELDING ELECTRODES LTD.

87, Motijheel C/A, Redcrescent Chamber (2nd Floor), Dhaka-1000.

Heartiest Felicitations and Best Wishes
on the Occasion of

‘Swiss Confederation Day”

ABB SWITZERLAND LTD.
SWITZERLAND
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Arlinks Limited

P. O. Box No. 79, Dhaka- 1000,
Red Crescent Concord Tower
11" Floor, Suite — B

17, Mohakhali C/A

Dhaka — 1212, Bangladesh

Phone : 880 2 9888517, 9895733
8850254 -7
Fax :880 29888388

Email : arlinks@bttb.net.bd
Web : www.arlinksgroup.com
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HE culture of Switzerland
is characterized by the
diversity of its geography,
its languages and' its
religious affiliation. This is
reflected in the variety of its litera-
ture, art, architecture, music, and
customs, The culture of the moun-
tains of Switzerland is not the same
as that in the plateau, there are
significant differences between the
language areas, and between the
mainly Roman Catholic and the
mainly Protestant regions. '
Switzerland is the home of three
of Europe's major languages, but
apart from Rumanstch - spoken by
only 0.5% of the population - it has

no written language of its own.
Whichever language group they
belong to, the different Swiss com-
munities have linguistic and cul-
rural ties with one of their larger
neighbors. The language commu-
nities eat different things and have
different traditions and customs.
Language distribution
The diversity is reflected in the
linguistic makeup of the country,
which encompasses three main
lahguages - German, French, and
Italian - that stem from the cultures
of Switzerland's neighbors.
German is by far the most

widely spoken language in
‘Switzerland: 17 of the 26 cantons

SME: The backbone
of Swiss economy

SUALLY when we talk

of Swiss business com-

panies, the names of

corporate giants in
industry, consumer foods, bank-
ing, and pharmaceutical sectors
come up. Media headlines are
generally dominated by these
major corporations However, it is
often overlooked that the Swiss
economy is based primarily on
small and very small companies. In
the 1998 census of companies,
98.2% of all companies had fewer
than 50 employees, and therefore
counted as small companies. The

_just under 290,000 firms represent

considerable potential in terms of

entrepreneurial initiative  even if
many became entrepreneurs more
or less involuntarily, in the face of
impending unemployment. In
1998 companies in this category
employed some 1.45 million peo-
ple. This represented 53% of those
employed in the market economy,
i.e not counting state-sector
employees. While the major com-
panies were reducing their staff
during the last recession, the num-
ber of jobs especially in the very
small companies, with fewer than
10 employees, was growing. Many
Swiss enterprises, especially the
ones with less than 10 employees
are family-oriented.

The textile and
clothing industry

TH 22,600 employ-

ees, the Swiss textile

and clothing indus-

try is very small by
international standards, but none-
theless country's fourth largest
export industry. Production levels
are high and it is very innovative
and creative sector, famed for its
quality, variety and constant flow of
new specialties.

The Swiss textile and clothing
industry has a long history span-
ning many centuries. It started
around the 12th century mainly as
cottage industry. Before industrial-
ization the textile industry was
centered around Zurich (silk from
13th to the 15th eentury), Fribourg
(weaving during the same period)
and 5t. Gall (linen and later cotton).
The textile industry was already an
important factor at the beginning
of the Industrial Revolution in
Switzerland. The original cottage
industry character was carried over
into the largely decentralized
fextile industry in northeastern
Switzerland. The clothing industry
is centered in Ticino. In the 19th
century, cotton and silk together
with watches were the main indus-
tries in Switzerland.

Today, the Swiss textile and
clothing industry has maintained
its competitiveness in the face of
tremendous challenges, particu-
larly from low-cost Asian countries,

niches in the marketand maintain-
ing efficient organizational struc-
tures. The industry has retained the
market niches of highly specialized
products, such as yams made of
seaweed, non-flammable textiles
for airplanes, yarms enriched with |
silk which reduces perspiration,
Nanotechnology, special silk yarns i
(200 meters of which weigh only [
gram). The Swiss textile industry's |
top fashion fabrics and embroidery '
still enjoy a high reputation among
international haute couture
designers. Elegant dreams made
out of Swiss fabrics are in demand
all over the world. Presently, the
clathing fabrics represent around |
50% of production, furnishing
fabrics around 30% and technical
materials the remaining 20%.
Approximately 90% of
Switzerland's CHF 4.1 billion tex-
tile and clothing production is
exported. Like the other export
industries, the textile and clothing
sector depends on open markets.
In Europe duty-free access to mar-
kets is ensured by a free-trade |
agreement with the EU and a pan- |
European agreement with Eastern
Europe which came Into force in
1997, As [ar as other countries are |
concerned, in particular the
important emerging states, high
custom duties and import barriers
arestilla problem. ‘

The industry grew at the rate of 3

achieved through promoting |
creativity and high quality, finding

Swiss
machinery

CONTINUE FROM PAGE 12
industry. The site
http:/fwww.swissmem.ch offers
information about the association
as well as links to all the member
companies. The service is continu-
ously expanded and enhanced.
The Swiss engineering and
capital goods industry will con-

tinue to keep up with or even out- |,

perform the global competition
due to the significant research and
development investments. «On
siten-research, keeping well in
touch with the production process,
together with a well formed and
motivated workforce guarantee,
that the Swiss Engineering
Industry can offer products of high
quality in due time.
Strong momentum forecast to
continue in 2006

The Swiss mechanical and electri-
cal engineering industries can look
back on a gratifying 2005. Exports
clocked in at over Swiss Franc
(CHF) 61 billion, a 3.9% rise on the
previous year's figures. Sales
(+3.0%) and new orders received
(+4.5%) both reported healthy
growth rates. The outlook for the

Swiss machinery industries in 2006
remains favorable. |

are monolingual in German,
French is spoken in the western 2 R
part of the country, the "Suisse Foas PR TS
Romande." Four cantons are § 4
French-speaking: Geneva, Jura,
Neuchdtel and Vaud. Three can- =
tons are bilingual: in Bern,
Eribourg and Valais both French
and German are spoken. [talian is
spoken in Ticino and 4 southern
valleys of Canton Graubiinden.
Rumantsch is spoken only in the
trilingual canton of Graubiinden.
Rumantsch, like [talian and
French, is a language with Latin
roots. [tisspokenbyjust0.5% of the
total S\ﬁspopu[n%

The many foreigne
Switzerland have brought with ;
them their own languages, which i i
taken as a whole now outnumber ¥
both Rumantsch and Ialian. The
2000 census showed that speakers
of Serbian/Croatian were the
largest foreign language group,
with 1.4% of the population.
English was the main language for

Each canton makes its own
decision aboutwhich language will
be taught at school and when. [n
business meetings or at national
conferences, itfrequently

]
s residentin

u L ]
Réserve naturelle

¢ Zona naturale protetta
Reservat da la natira
Naturschutzgebiet

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14  allover Switzerland, regardless of language area.

Quadrilingualism--Protected Natural Reserve: sign in four languages. From
top to bottom: Franch, talian, Rumantsch, German. The same sign is found
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With Compliments From
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Habib Bank AG Zurich
{Incorporated In Switzerland 1967)

Habib Bank AG Zurich

We Extend Our Felicitations On The

National Day Of Switzerland

Bangladesh Rep Office:
49 Motijheel Suite # 601
Dhaka, Bangladesh
Tel: 716 0866
E-mail: hbzdhaka@habibbank.com

Head Office:
Switzerland

Branches:
UAE, UK, Pakistan & Kenya

Subsidiaries:

Canada, South Africa & Isle Of Man

Service with Security
www.habibbank.com

Habib Bank AG Zurich

Powered by IPLUS
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Our warmest felicitations to the Govct‘nment-and thé .friendl? pedple.of

Switzerland
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on the auspicious occasion of SWISS NATIONAL DAY

SCOPE OF SUPPLY
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© Apartments, Housing Complex etc.

© Comm. Towers & Shopping Complex etc.
© Hotels & Rest. and Hospitals & Clinics

© Multistoried Car Park. Complex
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A symbol of Quality and Technology in
DHAKA

Bashundhara City ( 21 - Lifts, 61 - Escalators & 1 - Auto-walk)
Bangladesh-China Friendship Conf. Centre ( 3 - Lifts & 3 - Esc.)
Rifles Square ( 4 - Lifts & 4 - Esc.) / National Univ. ( 4 - Lifts)
Navana Tower ( 5 - Lifts & 6 - Esc.) / Concord Twin Tower ( 6 - Esc.)
Multiplan Centre ( 5 - Lifts & 16 - Esc.) / Rangs Anam Plaza ( 4 - Esc.)
Eastern Plus ( 10 - Esc.) / Eastern Mollika ( 18 - Escalators)
Eunoos Trade Centre (5 - Lifts) / PlazaA. R. ( 3 - Lifts & 6 - Esc.)
The Westin Dhaka Hotel ( 7 - Lifts & 2 - Esc) | ASA Tower ( 6 - Lifts)
Water Garden Hotel (7 - Lifts)/ Parishankhan Bhaban ( 4 - Lifts)
Khadder Bazar Shopping Complex ( 1 - Lifts & 10 - Esc.)
NAM Establishments( 26 - Lifts) / Japan Garden City ( 52 - Lifts)

CHITTAGONG
¢ Shinepukur Mohona ( 4 - Lifts) / Kabir Steel Mills Ltd. ( 1 - Lift)
* Amin Centre ( 2 - Lifts & 6 - Esc.) / Chitt. Gen. Hospital ( 2 - Lifts)
« PDB (2. Lifts) / Chittagong Chamber of Commerce ( 1- Lifts)
SYLHET
* Sylhet Millinium (6 - Esc.) / Al-Hamra ( 1 -Lifts & 10 - Esc.)
¢ Manru Inter. Ltd. (6 - Lifts & 6 - Esc.) / Western Inn Ltd. (1 - Lift)
s Multiplan Shahjalal City Ltd. (11 - Lifts & 4 - Esc.)
KHULNA

¢ Western Inn Ltd. (1-Lift)/ Gemini Sea Food( 1 - Lift)
* Khulna Med. College & Hospital ( 1 - Lift)
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€, Breative Engineers L.
‘ Amin COUI’F (1st ﬂ]'. 62-63, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh; Tel.: 3561926 & 9560073; Fax 880-2-9561927; E-Mail: cel@dhaka,net
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