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Celebrating the 1st anniversary of
Bangladesh Cancer Foundation Hospita
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1st natlonal conference on
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prevention & care

13 July 2006 Thursday Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Centre

| A glimpse of Bangladesh Cancer Foundation (BCF) activities a@g’t,ﬁw =
et At T Bangladesh Cancer Foundation (BCF) is a non-profit organisation dedicated to the task of cancer prevention and 2 VTS ﬂﬁ.ﬁﬁ WNTIE
welfare of cancer patients. The hospital has been running a free drug bank and a welfare fund for the poor cancer AR steqeTadl A
: ﬁ:::: patients, a cancer counseling service, an awareness raising programme for people at district and upazila levels & \01

and also at educational institutions, tobacco control programme and scientifie research and continued medical
+  education programme (CME). The foundation has established country’s first population based cancer registry at
Cazipur to promote research on the estimation of total cancer patients, the rate of cancer incidence, fatality and
what kind of cancer affects what group of people. BCF has taken the initiative of establishing Early Cancer
Detection Centres (ECDC) at different parts of the country. The first of such centres has already been put into
gperation at Joydevpur, Gazipur. BCF is now conducting a survey with four other organization like Blrdem and
National Heart Foundation on risk factor of major NCDs.
BCF has taken the initiative to establish country’s first specialised cancer hospital and institute exclusively for the
benefit of cancer patients. To start with, it has already started operating a 30-bed hospital at Lalmatia in Dhaka at
its own initiative. To help us develop this small non-profit hospital into a full-fledged hospital and institute, we
seek support of the government, national and international organisations and all generous hearted people of the
society. But before asking for help from others, it has been our moral duty to demonstrate our own ability and in
that direction we have been running the 30-bed hospital by forming a trust with the generous support of some
donor members. In continuation with its CME programme BCF is organising the first national conference and
scientific seminar titled ‘CANCER’ - prevention & care’. We believe this conference would play an important in
updating our knowledge regarding recent advancement in cancer management & formulation of a national
cancer control plan.
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An outlook of Bangladesh Cancer Foundation Hospital services
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campaign on raising awareness on cancer the hospital has already carried out three, sach week-long, special
cancer screeriing programmes — two on breast cancer and the other on cervical cancer during the last one year that
gathered extensive public response. In addition, the hospital runs regular weekly screening programmes on
breast and cervical cancers which are examined and diagnosed at very nominal charges at the hospital itself, For (o 1{:{@’{
poor cancer patients the charges for the diagnosis are done free of cost while those who are able to pay are Bir) 2 15
charged a fixed rate.

The 30-bed hospital has allocated 10 per cent of its in-patient accommaodation free for any admitted poor cancer
patient. The admitted patients in these beds are also treated free of charges for all diagnoesis, pathological tests
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and other f.:lci%ilies available a! the ha:ipi.tal. On every T"hursdn_v ﬂfh:r-nuun poor cancer patients can directly T o i e T
consult specialist doctors free of charges. The hospital carried out surgeries to 30 breast cancer patients free of all -

charges on March 8 this year. The event was intended to coincide with the International Women’s Day and the
surgeries on selected poor patients would continue every year. The hospital, managed by a trustee board, would
eventually be turned, in phases, into a 200-bed full-fledged specialised cancer hospital and institute. The trustee

board members seek cooperation from all spheres of life in this regard.
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Team of surgical oncologists in well-equipped OT




