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"People will evaluate and give
verdict in favour of those who are
working to ensure development,
education, peace and progress of
the country,” she said.
~ SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

MP Shahidul
apologises to
journalists
for attack

UNB, Dhaka

BNP lawmaker Shahidul Islam
yesterday regretted and apologised
for the attack on journalists in
Kushtiaon May20'

He assured of withdrawing two
cases filed agmnstthe journalists of
Kushtia. . |

The apology and assurance of
the mling party MP came at a
meeting with State Minister for.
Home Affairs Lutfozzaman Babar

“and leadars of Sangabadik,

Stamik Oikkya |}

Karmachari
Parishadatthamlnistry
Deputy Information Minister
Abdus Salam Pintu, Mehedi
Ahmed Rumi MP HReza Ahmed
Bachehu Mullah MP and Inspector
General of Police (IGP) Anwarul
lgbalwere presentatthe meeting,
After fruithul discussion, Babar
directed the local administration to
take necessary seclirity measures
to enable resumption of publica-
tion of daily Andoloner Bazar of
Kushtia,
" He alsn directed the local
administration to ensure security
for the journalists who had fled
Kushtiainthe face of death threats.
SEE PAGE 15 COL B

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Just three days into its decision, the
government yesterday retreated
from amending the constitution
incorporating a new provision for
not holding by-election to a vacant
seat if the tenure of parliament
remains for 180 days orless.

Completing all ammangements
for passing the bill, including even
extension of the current session of
the House, government
policymakers asked the Speaker Lo
suspend the process regarding the
bill okayed by the cabinet last
Monday.

Law Minister Moudud Ahmed

told parliament that he will not
place the bill.

Following the government
decision, the current session was
prorogued last night without wit-
nessing the placing of the much-
talked-about bill although it was
enlistedin theday's order.

The government's sudden
retreat from passing the amend-
ment bill has now put the Election
Commission (EC) into trouble as it
willhave lo conduct by-elections to
two parliamentary seats--
Dinajpur-3 and Comilla-8.

The seats fell vacant following
the deaths of ruling BNP lawmak-
ers Khurshid Jahan Haque and Col

TV Vg W Ry Stepro

(retd) Akbar Hossain recently.
Lawmakers in the House were
stunned by the sudden decision for

g sl ek gy L brought a bill in the parliament
d said : proposing amendment in the
Speaker Jamiruddin Sirar s : Constitution for holding by-

session.

they were not interested in extend-

ing the tenure of the current ses-
sion as they wanted to stay in their :
constituencies ahead of the next :
: claimedHasina.

parliamentary elections.

"The bill teamend the constitu-
tion would not have been passed :
evenifthetenure ofthesessionhad :
been extended for another week :
because it was sentto a parliamen- -
tary standing committee for :

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1 -

: Hasina terms

Govt retreats 1 ‘omé
move to amend
constitution

: change move |
: unconstitutional
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

. Leader of the Opposition and
. Awami League (AL) President
: Sheikh Hasina yesterday termed
; the BNP-Jamaat alliance govern-
: ment's move to amend the consti-
+ tution "unconstitutional” and said
: they (government) are conspiring
. for not participating in the in
: upcomingelection.

constitution

"The alliance government has

election in vacant seats within 180
days instead of 90 days. It's a clear
vialation of the constitution,”

The AL chief was speaking at a
close-door discussion with the
party's grass-roots level leaders
from Bogra and Chapainawabganj
districts at her Dhanmondi office
inthe capital.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5
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Security personnel check a train compartment at Kamalapnr Railway Station yesterday as the government | has heigh{-
ened security measures at railway stations and diplomatic zones following the Mumbai serial blasts on Tuesday,

Traders of Tongipara in Munshiganj produce curds in unhygienic environment on the bank of the Padma to supply to big sweetmeat hoqsns inthe capital.
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| KARNAPHULI BRIDGE

Mlmstry forcing RHD to
sign construction deal
despite faulty design

SHARIER KHAN

Ignoring the reservations
expressed by various authorities,
the communications ministry is
forcing Roads and Highways
Department (RHD) to sign aTk 338
crore contract today with a Chinese

‘| company for the construction af

faultily demgned k:amaphull
Bridge.

The Kuwait guvemmenr. funded
900-meter long bridge will not
serve the actual purpose, waste the
fund and cause heavy siltation in
theriver.

But it will help the ruling party
during the election campaign in
Chittagong region, plus it will make
way for a river dredging project
with ahighly inflated budgetwhich
will ensure a huge amount of kick-
backs to certain officials and
policymakers, sources said.

RHD sought for a suspension
bridge over the Karnaphuli River. If
the construction of such abridge is

too costly, RHD tender for the
bridge allowed bidders to quote for
a cheaper bridge with a maximum
of three piers, But the communica-
ton ministry is now making RHD
swallow a bridge designed with
eight piers, which is to be con-
structed by China Ma.jor Bridge
(CMB) company,

CMB's design was fbund to'be
faulty "by the project's Japanese
consultant. Then & committee
comprising experts from
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET) was assigned to review the
design. The BUET committee also
rejected CMB's design saying that
no bridge with more than four piers
should be allowed on this river.
Piers cause high level of sedimen-
tation and should be avoided as
much as possible considering the
importance of the river, the experts
said.

They said by putting eight piers
instead of two or three, CMB siic-

ceeded in becoming the ‘lmvest
bidder, but such a lnw bid tsnot
desired.

"In addition to causingthe river
to lose navigability, this bridge will
bring in environmental catastro-
pheinthelongrun, " saidanexpert..

Chittagong Port Authority (CPA)
also raised its objection. n aletter
to the it said if such o
bridgeishm‘l cuﬂofmaiqpﬂn-
ing Karnaphuli's navigability
through regular dre ging will
becomeveryhigh.

Meanwhile, Chittagong City
Mayor Mohiuddin Ahmed formed
a committee Mm‘ld&y and
announced that the committee will
resist this project by all means and
will make sure that a suspension
bridge, as perthe recommendation.
of experts, is consttucted in its
place.

However, the wmmunicaﬁnn
ministry brushed aside these objec-
tions. A policymaker spearheading

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Babar, IGP, 200
cops sued for
Milon murder

Court orders judicial probe

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka gourt yesterday ordered
judicialinguiry after a woman filed
a murder case against state minis-
ter for home, around 200 police
officials including the former and
presént IGPs, and aforensic expert.

Ayesha Akhtar Rekha, wife of
DCC ward-19  Swechchhasebak
League acﬁvist Golam Mostafa

Milon who was killed in Dhaka
during the opposition's July 2
blockade programme, lodged the
case with the court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate yesterday.
Taking the case into cognisance,
Metropolitan Magistrate Syed
Mujibul Haq ordered to conduct

judicial inquiry.
The accused include State
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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in scientific method

Says TIB

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) yesterday
explained the method ofits corrup-
tion database saying that it was
merely a compilation of 2,128
corruption incidents published in
24 leading Bangla and English
newspapersin 2005,

The question of withdrawal of
the report does not arise as the
corruption database only put the
newspaper reports together and
the authenticity lies on the news-

papers concerned, said Prof
Muzaffer Ahmad, chairman of TIB
trustee board while addressing a
press conference at the Jatiya Press
Club.

The TIB is not against the gov-

‘ernment but it is unfortunate that

whichever party remains in the
power tries to undermine it, he
said, adding that the ruling parties
also try to tarnish the image of the

TIB trustee board members.
Publishing database on the
basis of newspaper reports is a
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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(IR The sixth meeting of the Nagorik
Comrittee 2006 held on Tuesday
at the CPD Dialogue Room in the
capital reviewed the recent oui-
comes of the regional dialogues
organized in Sylhet, Rangamati
nndc}hhtagong

Atdecided to release the specific
:eoﬁmmendatinns on 'electoral
and political reform’ gathered from

the&eventhmgmnaldmlngueshcld '

50 far through a press meet on july
17, 2006.

A review on the progress of the
Vision 2021 was done in the meet-
ing. A sequence of Expert Group
Consultations will be held on the
goals oftheVision in August.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Dumped waste in front of Shantinagar market has become a nuisance for people and causes regular traffic

congestion,

{ alert, and stringent security mea-

PM, Hasina
shocked at
Mumbai blasts

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh has strongly con- :
demned the train bombings at
Mumbai in India that killed around :
190 people and injured several
hundred others,

A spokesman for the M:nis[ry of :

Foreign Affairs yesterday said -
Bangladesh always stood against ;
terrorist acts in all its forms and @
mnanifestations.
He said Prime Mlmsmr Khaleda :
Ziain a message to the prime min- -
ister of India expressed her shock :
and horror at this terrorist attack :
and expressed her deep sorrows at :
the colossalloss oflife,
SEE PAGE 15 COL6

Law enforcers
on high alert

UNB, Dhaka

The law enforcement agencies
have been put on high alert in the
country following Tuesday's serial
bombings in Mumbai that claimed
around 190 lives and injured sev-
eral hundred others.

State Minister for Home
Affairs Lutfozzaman Babar
apprised the journalists of the
precautionary measure at his
office yesterday.

"Since a neighbouring coun-
try is under attack, we should
take all possible measures to
avert such incident,” said the
minister.

"Law enforcement agencies
have been directed to remain

sures have also been taken at all
key-point installations across the
country,” Babar informed the
newsmen.

: MUMBAI BLASTS

§Ma,ssive hunt on
toll rises to 200

AFP, Mumbai

: Indian police said yesterday the
! bombs which ripped through
+ trains in Mumbai on Tuesday bore
; thehallmarkofislamicmilitants,

The death toll from seven coor-

: dinated blasts rose to 200 with
:more than 700 injured,

Maharashtra deputy chief minister

- RR Patil told the state assembly
. yestrerday.

"According to the information

¢ that we have received, the death
: toll is right now at 200 with 714

injured,” he told the assembly in
Mumbai.

Investigators picked through
the debris of Tuesday's rush-hour
strikes seeking clues to the coun-
try's worst attack in more than a
decade. It took aim at the city that
has come to embody India's grow-
ingrolein the world,

"The modus operandi appears
to be similar to Lashkar-e-Taiba,”

Maharashtra state police chief PS*

Pasrichatold reporters.
The militant group is banned in
India and Pakistan and dubbed a

as death

lerrorist organisation by thetinited
States.

"I cannot categorically say that
it was them as those (forensic)
reports have yet to come in," he
added, Police said no arrests had
beenmade,

The latest attack on the transit
system of a major city ~- after the
2004 Madrid train bombing and
last July's Lendon Underground
attacks -- was "well-coordinated
mdwall-plmmed"andbackedbyn
"big power", anti-terror squad

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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