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Indian industrial glant Tata yester-
- day suspended pursuing any fur-
ther its investment proposal in
Ban,gladmh as the gtwem}nent
does not want to take a decision
beforethe nextelection. |
"We have no option but t0 sus-
pend further work on these pro-
jects if we are facing such a Halay
from the government. We are
extremely disappointed and |frus-
trated because we put a huge
amohm of effort, investment of
time a monsy inta developing
the praposal,® Executive Director
of Tata Sons Alan Rosling told
reporters after a meeting with the
Boa.d‘ﬂfmvea!manl (Bol)in Dhaka

B‘,ﬁﬂl Rosling and Exechtive
Chai:rna.n of Bol Mnhmudur
Rahman yesterday expressed
serlous’ disappointment at the
government's position. |

Mahmudur Rahman said the
government!s position was alteady
clear at the meeting between the
ministers and the rcprcscmqliw:s

INVESTMENT

shelves plan

of Tata on Sunday, the meeting
between him and Rosling was to
find out if Bol could help Tata in
anyway but they found out that it
does not have the capacity to influ-
ence the current situation.

"Asa nation, we have to decide
whether we really need foreign
direct investment (FDI). But we
should not have a double standard,
when there is lack of FDI, people
criticise Bol but when it tries to
bringin FDIthen they ask whatwas
the purpose of bringing it in,"
Mahmudur Rahman, also the
energy adviser, told the reporters.

He said the government and the
main opposition have to decide
whether they will’ allow a small
fraction of the extreme left or the
right to have a control over eco-
nomic decisions. He said the gov-

< ernment should take decisions

based on the people's aspirations.
Bol can bring in investors but the
responsibility of signing an agree-
ment is on the government, he
added.

He also said after going back to
India, Tata will take its final deci-

sion at a board meeting and will
officially inform the Bangladesh
government what il's representa-
tive had told him verbally atyester-
day's meeting,

_ Roslingsaid, "Thereis noimme-
diate prospect of a substantive
discussion on our proposal anditis
areal shame. This is a proposal that
should have been accepted. It is
very disappointing for us and the
team that worked so hard forit: Itis
not in the interest of the people
whom Tata wanted to engage in
Bangladesh."

"While we are keen to invest in
these projects, their revival after a
considerable delay must depend
on circumstances at that point, We
constantly examine opportunities
worldwide and would need to-
assess the attractiveness of invest-
ment in Bangladesh compared to
otheroptions then available to us,”
hesaid.

Tata officials had a series of
meelings with ministers and offi-
cials of the government in the last
two days and they got consistently

-anysuchcrimes, hefelt.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Family hails
verdict
Convicts to appeal
STAR REPORT

Shazneen's family and the prose-
cution yesterday hailed the High
Court judgement upholding the :
death sentence of five of the six :
convicted by alowercourt.

. Relatives of the condemned and
the defence counsels said they :
would fight it in the Supreme :
Courl,

Latifur Rahman, father of :
Shazneen, belicves the HC judge- *
ment will act as deterrent to such :
brutal erimes.

- "Theverdict makes it clear once
dgain that no-one can go unpun- ;
ished' after committing heinous :
crimes as was done in case of my
daughter," said Rahman, leading :
businessman and chairman 0!'
Transcom Group.

Whet contacted, Rahman, now: : [

in Medind with his family, :
expressed his satisfaction over the :
verdict, Criminal elements would @
now think twice before committin g

"I'll not get back my child but @
the whole society will benefit from -
this verdict. It is a victory for the :
society,” he said. :
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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The High Court (HC) yesterday =
+ upheld the death penalty for five of
: the six people sentenced by a lower

. courtand acquitted the otherinthe
sensational Shazneen mpc« and

+ murder case.

The HC Death Ilt.{crcm:e Bench

: on Shazneen murder case in its
: judgement said the prosecution

proved beyond doubt the charges
against the five convicts for the
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Hasan

Shahid

Badal

:HC VERDICT ON SHAZNEEN CASE

Death penalty of 5 conflrmed

. One acquitted

gruesome killing of Shazneen; a
class IX student at Scholastica
School in the capital, eight years
ago.

The five are Shahidul Islam alias
Shahid, a domestic help at the
Gulshan residence of Shazneen's
family, Syed Sajjad Mainuddin
Hasan alias Azad, a contractor for
renovation of their house, Badal,
his assistant and two maids,
EstemaKhatun Minuand Parvin.

The bench comprising Justice

Ali Asgar Khan and Emdadh
Haque found thatmason Shaniram
Mandal was niot involved either in
the conspiracy or rapeormurderof
Shazneen. He just supplied a chisel
1o the killers, it said and'acquittad
him. b, 1
The convicts will get 30 days for
filing appeal with the Supreme Couurt
{SC) againsttheHCjudgement,
The HC ended its three-day
(Related story on. page 15)
SEE. Pme ns oL 4
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Bhuiyan threatens
legal proceedings
against T1B
Asks for withdrawal of
report on graft J
STAFF CORRESPONDENT M
LGRD nnla"()bopcmlwes Nﬁtllslcli
Abdul MannanBhuiyan yestérday
said his ministry will bring .iega!
proceedings against (TIB) ifitidoes
not withdraw its recent r¢port
titled Cormiption Database 2005

IE you [TIB] don't ke the

back, there will be prooss-
against TIB in different dis-

-S ﬁﬂl"
tricts and we will alsp take egal
nctiﬁm lhn minister said at a press

The 113 launched its lnleat
corruption index on July 5 where
the LGRD and Gooperatives minis-
try."&a_lgie top in cutru;uiuil. It
alleged that the ministry accaunts
forTk208.9 crore out of a total I Tk
526. '_:“tmm misappropriated at

; ministries,

._ SEE PAGE 15 &m.s
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3 shot dead ni
Rangamati |

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagraciihari

Three people, including |two
women, were shot dead and| two
others injured allegedly by the
activists of the Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samity
(PCJSS) at a bordering village in
Rangamatiearlyyesterday.

‘The dead are Prema
Chakma, §0, Tulumoni Cha
45, and Sushil Chakma, 20, wh:l:.
the injured werc identified as
Santosh Chakma, 18, and SHldhu
Chakna, 18.

‘The Unitcd Peoples'
TDemocratic Front (UPDE)| has
claimed the dead to be its mem-
bers. _

Locals and sccurity sources

ssaid A group of PCJSS imen
‘anacked the bordering village of
Kutkuchharl at around 1:30am
Killing the three and injuring the
w8

protest tjle killing, a proces-
xinnwashald in the town, follpwed

1 b SEE PAGE'15 LoL 7
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C‘Jﬁiﬁ:dng his ministry to bl the |

Sewers discharge effluentfrom dyeing factories into a pond at Jibaroof Ashulia. Disposal of toxic waste in the
water bodies continues unabated, polluting the environment of the locality.
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Govt to raise
power tariff in

urban areas .

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is going to
increase the electricity tariff by five
per centin the urban areas shorily,
State Minister for Power Anwarul
KabirTalukder said yesterday,

"We have to increase the tariff of
glectricity in the urban areas
rationalising it with the rural area's
rite as the rural people have now to
pay higher than the uiban peoaples,"
the minister told & &€minar He,
however, did not mention the date
of the execution ofthe revised tariff
rate,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Notice

Today's issue of The Daily Star
contains 8-page sportincluding
i 4-page colour photorial of the
World Cup 2006.

STM‘F CORRESPONDENT

The cabinet in its weekly meeting
with Prime Minister Khaleda Zia in
the chair yesterday approved a
draftbill to amend thesv':mﬂluﬂ 6n
incorporating a pravision for
extending time limit for holding
by-clection in a vacant parliamen-
taryseatto 180 days from 90 days,

The hurried move to pass the
billin parliament during its cument
session through extending its
scheduled duration was taken to
avoid holding two by-elections in
the remaining tenure of the current
Jativa Sangsad.

The two parliamentary seats --
Dinajpur-3 and Comilla-8 - fell
vacant following death of two

BY-POLLS IN VACANT PARLIAMENTARY SEAT

Draft bill okayed to exte_'}f
t‘tlme limit to 180 days

ruling BNP lawmakers Khurshid
Jjahan Haque and Col (rtd) Akbar
Hossain last month,

‘When a lawmaker is elected for
ashort period before dissolution of
a patlinment, he/she does nol gel
any scope to represent the constii-
wency, Law, Justice and
Padiamentary Affairs Minister
Moudud Ahmed yesterday said.

"Through the proposed provi-
sion, spending of a big amount of
public money and hassles of the
administration for holding by-
elections would' he avoided,”
Moudud said, explaining the ratio-
nale of bringing the amendment.

The law minister said to get the
bill passed, the current pariament
session scheduled to be proragued

on ]u]y 12will b&ﬂ!‘l

Wednesday to, munﬂ .dlcmlm of
thesession.

Qfficials at the Elect‘.un

Commission Se *b are
nbwhusy_wll]iﬂﬁ eliptating
the vi:tcr'llaf}, expressed
satisfaction \ 85 ihey

will berelicvedofthe
of the by- elecl.tons -
The draft amends
constitution: (1%
passed, will be the sec
constitution dyfing the
present BNP-led alliance govern-
ment.
Section 4 of tr!iﬂnﬂm of the
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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VOTER LIST UPDATING

No plan to check

on applicants’
authenticity

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (EC) still
has no plan to introduce a proce-
dure to examine the authenticity of
the applications for inclusions and
deletions of names on the electoral
roll!

Distribution of the application
forms and collection of the filled
ones, both will be done by the
assistant officials through door to
door visits after July 20 while peo-
ple simultaneously have the option

.of going to local election offices to

collect the forms and to submit
themafterfilling those up.

Butinabsence of a procedure to
verify the authenticity of the appli-
cations, many field level election

officials fear that the accuracy of

the voter list may be compromised
as no one will be appointed’ to
scrutinise the information pro-
v:d ed on the forms,
~ "We will have nothing to do ffjnn
‘ assisiant official collects and 'sub-
mits a fake application for inclu-
sion or deletion of a name on the
voter list. We will be compelled to
register people as voters or delete
names from the existing list based
on the provided information as we
SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Businesses urge AL
to sit for dialogue

UNB, Dhaka

Country's business leaders yester-
day urged the main opposition
Awami League (AL) to sit for dia-
logue with the government to end
the current political standofi.

The plea came when a team, led
by Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) President Mir
Nasir Hossain, met the AL General
Secretary Abdul Jalii MP at his
Mercantile Bank office in the city's
Dilkushaarea.

1 The team members include
International Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) President
Mahbubur Rahman, Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA)
President Tipu Munshi,
Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporiers
Association’ (BKMEA) President

Momen and Mn:_‘-_gl

Md Fazlul Hogue, Bangladesh
Textile Mills Association (BTMA)
Chairman MA Awal, Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce (BCI)
President AK Azad, Dhaka
Chamber of Cﬂm nerce and
Industry (DCCI) Pre;

Chamber of Com
Industry  (MOCI) ‘ré)
ﬂaﬁqullslam. o !

about the cum:nt p .‘ i3
mate over the electoral e
the recent incidents in,ftu; apparel
indus

They offered their all-out sup-
port in holding dial with the
government for the of the

.country's n-::ummﬂc o

Abdul Jalil as
leaders that hn
matter with the se

; REUTEBS, Mlﬂ!an |

sk tsul' the central ciiy of
L yesterday, killing all 45
‘on board, the local police

b _;;e ore flying on to
bﬂ?gﬁhu! three minutes
off from Multan ai
| Hasan Jaffery, a PIA spdkes-
man. The Fokker plane was c#.rry

ing{l“namn ers and fourcrew,
"Bodies arE: badly chamed.| The
debris has caught fire," a ﬂmhers

witnesssaids |
He said rescue workers from the

-

ort,

5 killed in Pak
plane hrash

privately run relief foundation
Edhi, the CGivil Aviation Authority
and the army were taking part in
therescugoperation,

"There are few bodies whichare
identifiable,” said Shahid Pervez, a
civil defence official, as rescue

workers loaded the corpses into.

ambulances,

The plane, laden with fuel, burst
into flames after crashing near a
state primary school, around three
kim (twomiles) from the airport.

Police chief Babar quoted some
witnesses assaying they saw flames
coming from the aircraft shortly
afterit took off, and it appeared to
be tilting to the right.

"l saw the plane diving down-
wards; It hit electricity wires and
then crashed after hitting a wall of

' SEE PAGE 15 COL §
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