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UNB, Dhaka

Diploma engineers working for the 
government-sponsored biogas 
projects have demanded proper 
utilisation of Tk 100 crore allocated 
for the development of renewable 
energy.

At a press conference at the 
Diploma Engineers' Institute audito-
rium yesterday, they alleged that 
government might provide the huge 
fund to different NGOs in the coun-
try.

“If the government opts for the 
NGOs, it will only result in misuse of 
the fund,” said Shafiqul Islam, 
president of Bio-gas Diploma 
Engineers' Association (BDEA).

He said there is huge potential 
for biogas plants to produce gas and 
power.

So far, some 22,000 biogas 
plants have been installed across 
the country. Of these, government 
engineers installed 13,000 plants in 

two phases under a pilot project. 
As per a study conducted by the 

Ministry of Science, Information and 
Communication Technology, anther 
40 lakh plants could be installed in 
the country. 

This will benefit about four crore 
people and save some Tk 12,000 
crore in terms of energy.

The leaders of the diploma engi-
neers said that if the NGOs are 
assigned for installing the biogas 
plants, the cost would be higher than 
that of the government engineers. 

Besides, 50 per cent of the NGO-
installed plants became inoperative 
within few years while the plants 
installed by the government engi-
neers have been running well.

The diploma engineers' leaders 
said they would submit a memoran-
dum to the Minister for Science and 
ICT on July 16 and stage a demon-
stration at Muktangan in the city on 
July 23 to press their demand. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Ex-PIO Farid 
killed as train 
hits him
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Farid Uddin Ahmed, former additional 
secretary and Principal Information 
Officer (PIO), was killed when a train 
hit him at the Pragati Sarani rail 
crossing at Khilkhet in the city yester-
day morning.

He was 65.
Farid, who worked long in 

Information Ministry, retired as 
a d d i t i o n a l  s e c r e t a r y  f r o m  
Agriculture Ministry in 1999, said 
family sources.

The accident occurred at about 
9:00am at Pragati Sarani rail cross-
ing when Farid, a resident of Uttara, 
was going to his sister's house at 
Khilkhet after dropping his daugh-
ter to school at Uttara.

Witnesses said the gateman of 
the rail crossing had lowered the 
bar several minutes earlier before 
the train passed through. 

Farid's left leg got stuck in 
between the lines when he tried to 
cross the rail lines, victim's cousin 
Dr Wahidul Haq said quoting the 
witnesses. 

Dr Wahidul said the train hit 
Farid in the head when he was 
trying his best to remove his leg. He 
died on the spot. 

His body was sent to the Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital (DMCH) 
morgue for autopsy.

He left behind his wife, a daugh-
ter and a host of relatives, friends 
and admirers to mourn his death. 

Jatiya Press Club President 
Reazuddin Ahmed and General 
Secretary Shawkat Mahmud in a 
statement condoled the death of 
Farid, an associate member of the 
club.

T O D A Y

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary 
gusty wind is likely at many places over Rajshahi, Dhaka, Sylhet, 
Khulna, Barisal and Chittagong divisions in the next 12 hours until 
6:00pm today.

Moderately heavy falls are also likely at places during the period, 
Met office said, predicting nearly unchanged day temperature over 
the country.

Highest temperature 33.8 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday 
at Satkhira and lowest 24.5 degree Celsius at Patuakhali.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:50pm today and rises at 
5:18am tomorrow. 

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some 
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
 in Celsius percentage
 Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka            31.2    25.5        93        81
Chittagong      27.4    25.5        96        88 
Rajshahi         31.0    26.0        95        84
Khulna           32.5    25.2        98        96
Barisal         30.8    25.2        97       --      
Sylhet           27.6   25.6        98        95      
Cox's Bazar      28.6    27.8        87        98 

UNB,  Dhaka

Light to moderate rain likely 

Urs Mubarak
 

The annual Urs Mubarak of 
Fakhrul Muhaddesin Hazrat 
Moulana Abdul Ghafoor (RA) will 
be held at 78 Shantinagar in the 
city today, says a press release. 

On the occasion, Quran Telawat 
will start at 10:00am and doa at 
12:00 noon, followed by distribu-
tion of Tabaruk. 

Seminar on 
AIDS held 
at Bogra
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Bogra 

A daylong Rajshahi divisional 
seminar on AIDS was held at 
National Academy for Computer 
Training and Research (NACTR) at 
Bogra yesterday.

Rotary Club of Mohastan 
arranged the seminar with the 
assistance of Standard Chartered 
Bank, to make people aware of 
HIV/AIDS in Bangladesh. 

The seminar was addressed by 
Iqbal Sobhan Choudhury, editor of 
the Bangladesh Observer, Prof 
Mazammel Haque and Prof Mir 
Dilara Iqbal.

Bogra Municipality Chairman 
Mahabubur Rahman graced the 
occasion as the chief guest while Dr 
Moudud Hossain Alamgir, principal 
of Shahid Ziaur Rahman Medical 
Collage, was present as a special 
guest. 

At least 250 persons attended 
the seminar from different districts 
of the division. 

Death anniversary
Today is the 
s i x t h  d e a t h  
anniversary of 
Rahela Begum 
Rakhee, former 
senior statistics 
o f f i c e r  o f  
F i s h e r i e s  
D i r e c t o r a t e ,  
says a press 

release.
She was the wife of Zainal Abedin 

Bhuiyan, director of Bangladesh 
Film Development Association.

On the occasion, a doa and milad 
mahfil will be held at her Azimpur 
residence after Maghrib prayers 
today.

Obituary
Md Mushfiqur Rahman, chief engi-
neer of Abdul Monem Group of 
Companies, passed away due to a 
cardiac arrest at a city hospital on  
July 6 at the age of 55, says a press 
release.

He left behind his wife and two 
daughters and two sons to mourn 
his death. 

He was buried at Siadnagar in 
Shibpur under Narsingdi district.

STAR REPORT

At least four people, including a 
retired college teacher, were killed in 
separate road accidents in Tangail, 
Satkhira and Bagerhat yesterday and 
on Friday night.

Our Correspondent from Tangail 
reports: A retired college teacher was 
killed in a road accident at Old Bus 
Stand area in the town yesterday.

The victim was identified as 
Joydev Shaha, 60, a resident of 
Sabalia area in Tangail town and also 
a retired teacher of History 
Department of Govt Sa'adat College 
in Karatia.

Police and witnesses said the 
accident took place when a Gazipur-
bound passenger bus from Tangail 
crushed Joydev Shaha under its 
wheels while he was crossing a road 
at Old Bus Stand area at around 
11:30am leaving him seriously 
injured.

Locals immediately rushed him to 
Tangail General Hospital where the on-
duty doctors declared him dead.

Police took the body to Tangail 
Sadar Police Station.

Police seized the bus but its driver 
and helper, however, managed to 
escape.

A case was filed with Tangail 
Sadar Police Station in this regard.

After the accident, vehicles move-
ment on Tangail-Gazipur road was 
disrupted for one hour as angry 
people put up barricade on the road 
protesting the accident.

Our correspondent from Satkhira 
reports: An old man was killed in a 
road accident at Nalta Ghorapota in 
Kaliganj upazila on Satkhira-Kaliganj 
road yesterday. 

The deceased was identified as 
Mandar Gazi, 80, of village Bederati 
in Debhata upazila.

Quoting local people police said, a 
truck hit Mandar Gazi while he was 
crossing the road. He succumbed to 
his injuries on the way to Satkhira 
Hospital.

The vehicular movement was 
disrupted on the road for about two 
hours  as the agitated people put up 
barricade on the road.

Unb from  Bagerhat adds: Two 
people were killed in separate road 
accidents in the district on Friday 
night.

Police said a day labourer died 
instantly when he fell down from the 
rooftop of a running bus at Amtala on 
Bagerhat-Morelganj road.

The deceased was identified as 
Alam, 30, of Guabaria village in 
Morejganj upazila.

Meanwhile, van-puller Mokhlesur 
Rahman, 40, was crushed under the 
wheels of a speedy bus on Bagerhat-
Pirojpur road near Fatepur bazar. He 
died on the spot. 

Police sent the bodies to hospital 
morgue for autopsy. 

4 die in road accidents
Fresh trial 
demanded
RU CORRESPONDENT

Rajshahi district and Rajshahi 
University unit Udichi Sangsad 
demanded fresh trial of Udichi bomb 
attack at Jessore at a rally yester-
day. 

Hundreds of cultural activists 
gathered at the rally held at Shaheb 
Bazaar zero point.  The leaders said 
that government has been harbour-
ing the terrorists and giving shelter 
to the killers. They also expressed 
their disappointment at the verdict of 
a Jessore court that acquitted all the 
23 accused. 

The leaders demanded security 
of all the cultural activists all over the 
country. 

They threatened to launch 
tougher steps against the govern-
ment if the killers are not punished.

The rally was addressed by 
district Udichi President Alamgir 
Hossian, Central Udichi Member 
Prof Bidhan Chandra Das, drama 
artists Moloy Kumer Bhoumik and 
Sujid Kumer. 

PHOTO: STAR 

Participants at a national consultation meeting on 'Under-construction Tipaimukh Dam project: Responsibilities of water rights activists' 
held at the National Press Club in the city yesterday. ActionAid Bangladesh and Angikar Bangladesh organised the discussion.

PHOTO: STAR

Managing Director of Dutch-Bangla Bank Md Yeasin Ali speaks at a reception ceremony for the Bangladesh team 
members who will take part in the 47th International Mathematical Olympiad. On his left are Dr Jamilur Reza 
Chowdhury, Dr Zafar Iqbal and Abdul Quaiyum. Bangladesh Mathematical Olympiad Committee organised the 
reception at a city hotel yesterday.

Bangladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad Chairman Principal Abdul Ahad Chowdhury, third from right, speaks at a meeting 
of the district level commanders at the WVA Meghna auditorium in the city yesterday. On his right is Jatiya 
Samajtantrik Dal President Hasanul Huq Inu.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Rampant corruption is leading the 
country towards an economic 
disaster, said the speakers at a 
seminar here yesterday.

They called for containing brib-
ing, irregularities, repression and 
price hike of essentials, including 
fuel and agriculture inputs, to save 
the country. 

The daylong seminar under the 
banner of  'Future of Bangladesh 
Economy' was organised by 
Bangladesh Jubak Economic 
Council at Birampur Auditorium. 

Dr Kazi Kholiquzzaman, a 
renowned economist and president 
of Bangladesh Economic Society, 
was the chief guest at the seminar 
chaired by AZM Saleh, president of 
Bangladesh Jubak Samity. 

The discussants alleged that at 

least 80 percent of foreign aids was 
looted by some corrupt government 
and non-government officials. 

They called for replacement of 
corrupt government and non-
government officials by those who 
are honest and dedicated for the 
sake of national interest. 

The speakers said industrial 
and trade sectors are struggling 
with a recession that the country 
experienced soon after its inde-
pendence. 

They alleged that the major 
industries had sacked around 30 
percent of their workers as they 
were forced to cut down their pro-
duction. 

Investment in industrial and 
other sectors had almost come to a 
nil as the government failed to 
maintain congenial atmosphere, 
they added. 

The speakers said the law and 
order situation in different parts of 
the country continues to deteriorate. 

Besides, the country has been 
isolated at the international level 
due to wrong policies of the govern-
ment, they added. 

Loren Beg, an indigenous leader, 
said the indigenous people are 
losing their ancestral lands due 
corruption and non-cooperation of 
political parties. 

Dr Ibrahim Khaled, former dep-
uty governor of Bangladesh Bank 
and Managing Director of Pubali 
Bank, Shishir Kumar Sircar, princi-
pal of Birampur Government 
Degree College, Monjur Islam 
Manju, freedom fighter, Advocate 
Mawla Baksh, Golam Mawla and 
Zillur Rahmam also spoke on the 
occasion. 

Rampant corruption 
leads country towards 
economic disaster
Speakers tell seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT  

Ensuring access to safe water for all is 
a responsibility of the state, said the 
speakers at a roundtable yesterday.  

They said people also have to raise 
their voice to force the government to 
ensure it. 

The speakers said over the years 
the government has failed to ensure 
safe drinking water to all due to lack of 
proper planning. 

They said the job has become 
more difficult due to denial of country's 
due share of water by its neighbour. 

The roundtable on 'Right to water 
as legal entitlement: WTO regime and 
people' was organised jointly by NGOs 
Odhikar and Action Aid at the 
Spectrum Convention Centre in the 
city.

Law Minister Moudud Ahmed was 
the chief guest at the roundtable where 
Columnist Farhad Mazhar and Dr Asif 
Nazrul of Dhaka University delivered 
the keynote speeches. 

Moudud said water has become 
one of the most pressing national 
problem as the country's rivers are 
drying out due to low flow of water from 

the upstream. 
He said right to water means right 

to life. 
"First we have to ensure nation's 

right to water before ensuring the 
citizens' right to it," he said.

Farhad Mazhar said the succes-
sive governments are entrusting the 
corporate bodies with the responsibili-
ties to provide pure water and treat 
waste water.  

"But privatisation of water means 
denial of our natural right over the use 
of water without which life is unthink-
able," he added.

He said the important task is now to 
prevent the government from making 
any deals with the multinational corpo-
rations for privatisation of water.  

Dr Asif Nazrul said Bangladesh 
does not have any law that covers all 
major aspects of water use and water 
right. 

"Before formulating a national 
water policy we should know how 
much water we are getting from the 
sources, said M Asafuddowlah, former 
secretary and Editor of The 
Bangladesh Today, adding, "We have 

to raise our voice for that."  
Dr Mahmudur Rahman of Dhaka 

Community Hospital said the nation 
would face severe crisis of water if the 
government does not become aware 
of its right to water at this moment. 

"Whatever water we have, we 
cannot use it in proper way," he added. 

Afsan Chowdhury, director (HR) of 
Brac, said Bangladesh is getting 
weaker in international negotiations 
due to internal political clashes. 

"We want the state to take all 
responsibilities for the citizens but the 
government does not do much for us," 
he said. 

Farida Akhter, executive director of 
UBINIG, said it is the government's 
duty to ensure water for all. 

Dr Mushtaq Hussain, coordinator 
of Sammilita Peshajibi Parishad, said 
slum dwellers and indigenous people 
have very limited access to safe 
drinking water. 

Mohammad Idris of Nagorik 
Udyog, Columnist Zaglul Ahmed 
Chowdhury, Dr Dipu Moni of Awami 
League and Dr Rashid-E-Mahbub 
also spoke at the roundtable.

Ensure access to safe water for all 
Speakers urge govt 

Garment worker 
gangraped at
Gazipur
 OUR CORRESPONDENT

A garment worker was gangraped 
at Gazipur yesterday.

The victim, 14, a worker of 
Tushka Fashion at Konabari, 
Gazipur, said that at about 2:00am, 
Raihan, son of the owner of the 
house, awoke her mother and asked 
to open the door to say something.

As soon as her mother opened 
the door, a gang of five youths 
including Raihan forcefully entered 
the room, tied her hands and legs, 
gagged the victim and raped her 
one after another in the neighbour-
ing open space.

Hearing her groaning, pedestri-
ans took her to Gazipur Sadar 
Hospital.

Doctors of the hospital told that 
marks of injury were evident in 
different parts of her body.

No case was filed in this connec-
tion.

Jadu Miah's birth 
anniversary today

Today is the 
8 2 n d  b i r t h  
anniversary of 
M o s h i u r  
Rahman Jadu 
Miah, a noted 
politician, says 
a press release. 

A day long 
Qurankhwan i  

and milad mahfil will be held at the 
mazar premises after Asr prayers 
today. A roundtable titled 'The 
process of rising democracy in 
Bangladesh and today's democ-
racy' will be held on Tuesday at the 
National Press Club at 11:00 am.

Jadu Miah passed away in 1979 
at the age of 55. He was one of the 
founder members of the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) and worked 
for establishing multi party democ-
racy in the country.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Bangladesh should persuade India 
to modify the Tipaimukh Dam project 
in order to gain maximum benefit 
from it and minimise environmental 
damage, water experts at a discus-
sion said yesterday.

As the project was initially a 
Bangladesh-India joint project aiming 
'to solve the problems of Kachhar (in 
Assam) and adjoining areas in 
Bangladesh', Dhaka has still scope to 
involve itself in the project, they said.

The issue can also be addressed 
through forming a regional alliance 
involving Nepal and Pakistan, they 
added.    

ActionAid Bangladesh and 
Angikar Bangladesh organised the 
discussion titled 'Under-construction 
T i p a i m u k h  D a m  p r o j e c t :  
Responsibilities of water rights 
activists' at the National Press Club in 

the city.   
The experts said a strong commit-

ment and greater consensus of all 
political parties are needed to per-
suade India to modify the project.

They also underscored the need 
for establishing a common platform 
of the peoples of both the countries, 
who are the stakeholders of the 
project, to this end. 

Mohammad Hilaluddin, executive 
director of Angikar Bangladesh, said 
that although 30 percent of the pro-
ject work has been completed, the 
Indian government did not conduct 
any environmental impact assess-
ment, an important precondition for 
any project.  

India even did not consult with 
Bangladesh regarding its projects 
involving common rivers, though it is 
an international norm, he added. 

Referring to the activities of the 
Joint Rivers Commission, economist 

Abul Mal Abdul Muhit demanded 
timely publication of information 
exchanged between the two sides, 
so that people can be aware of their 
responsibilities.

He also called for building people-
to-people network between the two 
countries to pressure India to modify 
or cancel the project.  

Water expert Dr Ainun Nishat, 
agriculturist Dr Abdur Razzak MP, 
Sharifuzzaman Sharif of Nagorik 
Uddog, Nurul Islam Nahid of Awami 
League, Bimal Biswas of Workers' 
Party, Ruhin Hossain Prince of 
Communist Party of Bangladesh, Dr 
Amiruzzaman Khan and Dr Jahirul 
Islam also spoke. 

Prof AFM Faruk of Dhaka 
University chaired the discussion 
moderated by Shihab Uddin Ahmed 
of ActionAid.

'Persuade India to modify 
Tipaimukh Dam project'

Bangladesh 
team leaves for 
Slovenia today
DU CORRESPONDENT 

Four contestants from Bangladesh 
wi l l  part ic ipate in the 47th 
International Mathematical Olympiad 
beginning in Slovenia on July 12. 

The Bangladesh team will start for 
Ljubljana, capital of Slovenia, today 
at the invitation of the International 
Mathematical Olympiad (IMO). 

This is the second time that a 
Bangladesh team is taking part in 
I n t e rna t i ona l  Ma thema t i ca l  
Olympiad.

The contestants are Sabrina 
Tabassum, Rafatul Faria, Shoumen 
Das and ASM Shahidul Islam. 

They are higher secondary stu-
dents.

Of them, Sabrina Tabassum and 
Rafatul Faria took part in the 46th 
Olympiad in Mexico last year. 

Bangladesh Mathemat ical  
Olympiad (BMO) Committee dis-
closed this at a press conference at a 
city hotel where the contestants were 
accorded a reception.

Prof Jamilur Reza Chowdhury, 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  
Mathematical Olympiad Committee, 
read out a keynote paper at the press 
conference. 

He said Dr Mahbub Mojumdar, 
teacher of London Imperial College 
and coach of BMO team, is leading 
the Bangladesh team. He has 
already reached Ljubljana.

Each team comprising up to six 
members will have to solve six basic 
and new maths during the two-day 
competition where a total of 104 
countries are contesting, Prof Reza 
added. 

To form the team for the IMO, known 
as Olympiad of the Olympiads or king of 
all competition, Dutch-Bangla Bank-
Prothom Alo Mathematical Festival 
2006 was ignited on January this year 
dividing the whole country into 13 math 
zones.

Out of total 18,000 participants in 
the math festival, four contestants 
were elected for the 47th IMO.

General Secretary of BMO com-
mittee Munir Hasan, Vice- president 
Prof Dr Zafar Iqbal, Joint Editor of 
Prothom Alo Abdul Quaiyum, 
Managing Director of Dutch-Bangla 
Bank Md Yeasin Ali and parents of the 
contestants were present on the 
occasion.

Addressing the press conference 
Prof Zafar Iqbal said it's a moment of 
pleasure that Bangladesh is going to 
participate in a big competition like 
IMO to uphold the country's image.

"We always hear defamation of 
our country but there are things 
where we can take pride. It is a matter 
of pride that our boys and girls are 
going to participate in a prestigious 
competition," he added.

INT'L MATH OLYMPIAD

Two traders 
succumb to 
injuries
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two traders succumbed to their 
injuries yesterday at Tuberculosis 
and Chest Disease Hospital after 
being stabbed in two separate 
incidents at Khilgaon and Demra 
in the city. 

The dead are Mohammad 
Arman, 25, owner of a lathe 
machine shop at Goran, and 
Shafiqul Islam, 28, a chicken 
supplier at Demra.

Some local criminals attacked 
Arman on Friday night at 10:00pm 
when he was closing his shop and 
stabbed six times in different 
parts of his body. 

He was rushed to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital and 
later shifted to Chest Disease 
Hospital where he succumbed to 
his injuries yesterday morning. 

His brother Abdul Baten told 
the reporters that the local goons 
had been irritating Arman recently 
but could not give any details. 

In a separate incident, several 
muggers, disguised as beggars, 
asked Tk 2 from Shafiqul when he 
was loading some chickens to a 
rickshaw-van at Shanir Akhra, 
Demra on Thursday night. 

Shafiq checked his pocked to 
see if he had any changes and 
found some five hundred taka 
notes, his relatives said. As he 
said he did not have any change, 
the so-called beggars asked him 
to hand over all the money he 
had.

As he protested, they stabbed 
him in the chest. He was taken to 
the DMCH and later referred to 
the same hospital where he died 
yesterday.

BDR-BSF flag 
meeting held
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and the 
Indian Border Security Force (BSF) 
held a flag meeting over July 6 
gunfight at zero point at Bhatshala 
bordering village in Sadar upazila 
yesterday.

On July 6, the two sides traded a 
hail of gunshots at Komorpur and 
Bhatshala border points under 
Debhata upazila of Satkhira district.

BDR Bhatshala Company 
Subedar  Mota leb and BSF 
Inspector Laxman led their respec-
tive teams at the flag meeting. Both 
the sides agreed to exercise 
restraint.

UDICHI BOMBING 

Proper utilisation of 
fund demanded
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