Suhrawardy whom he had joined in a united front
against the ruling Muslim League. It was a huge public
meeting before the provincial elections of 1954. Maulana
Bhashani had just warned that if Fazlul Huq became the
chief minister, he should fulfill the election pledges-
otherwise people would take him to task. Hlugq saheb
stood up and in front of a huge gathering, put a whip
around his neck and said he was prepared to be chastised
by the Maulana with that whip. It was a typical example
of Fazlul Hug's many ingenious ways of capturing the
attention and affection of the masses.

Last month, I searched for books on the life and contri-
butions of AKM Fazlul Huq in a number of Dhaka book-
shops. Unfortunately, I could not find any. Though had
the benefit of reading about his political exploits in
Dhaka and Kolkata newspapers from the forties to the
sixties, | wanted to learn more about him. Only one shop
in the New Market offered me a book "Understanding
the Muslim Mind”. Itis an account of eight great Muslim
leaders of India, which includes Sayyid Ahmed Khan,
Jinnah, Abul Kalam Azad and Fazlul Hug. Interestingly,
the author is Rajmohan Gandhi, Mahatma Gandhi's
grandson. I am giving below Fazlul Huq's life in briefand
afewanecdotes about him, gathered from that book and
othersources, like the Banglapediaand Wikepedia.

Fazlul Hugq, a brilliant man, had an illustrious career.
He was an important political personality of India, who
was popularly known as Sher-e-Bangla. He was a great
orator able to speak in many languages, capturing the
attention of both the elite and the commonman. He was
born in Bakerganj in 1873. He graduated with triple hon-
ours in Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics in 1894,
from the Presidency College Calcutta. He obtained M.A.
in Mathematics and B.L. from the Calcutta University,
During the launching of the Muslim League in Dhaka
in1906, Fazlul Huq was asked to help write the party’s
constitution. Later the same year he joined the Bengal
Civil Service as a Deputy Magistrate, which he resigned
after a few years. He started legal practice in Calcutta,
and was articled to the eminent educator and jurist, Sir
Asutosh Mukherjee. Fazlul Huq was the president of the
Muslim League from 1918-21. Later he founded the
Krishak Praja Party.

He was elected the mayor of Calcutta in 1935 and a
member of the Bengal Legislative Assembly in 1937.
Fazlul Huq rejoined the Muslim League in 1936 and
moved the historic Lahore Resolution in 1940, which
demanded creation of Pakistan, a separate Muslim state.
He was the Premier of Bengal during 1937-43 and did a
lot for Muslim education and relieving the debt-burden
of Muslim peasantry. He made primary education in
Bengal free and compulsory, from which the backward
Muslim community benefited the most. As Premier, he
issued orders for reservation of 50 percentappointments
for the Muslims and strictly enforced this ratio in the

offices of the Government of Bengal.

In 1941, at the time of Tagore's death, paying tribute to
Tagore in the Bengal assembly floor Huqg saheb called
himself a proud member of the great Bengali race. He
loved Calcutta very much as Rajmohan Gandhi put it
"the city had given him glory, adulation and love. It was
there that he had studied, roared and reigned.” At the
time of the partition of India, he sought Calcutta's inclu-
sion in Pakistan, but that was not to be. He came to
Dhaka asan 'out- and- out Bengali' and appointed as the
Advocate General of East Pakistan, a position from which
he resigned in 1953. In 1954, he led the United Front to
victory in the Provincial Assembly elections. He became
the Chief Minister but his cabinet was dismissed after
only two months by the central government.
Newspapers had reported that in an emotional speech
duringavisit to his favourite city of Calcutta, he had men-
tioned the word independence of East Bengal. Fazlul
Huq maintained, to no avail, that he had mentioned
autonomy, not independence. Subsequently, he became
the Interior Minister of Pakistan and later the Governor
of East Pakistan. He died in 1962.

Fazlul Huq had innumerable cousins, nephews and
nieces for whom he did what he could. There is a story of
one of his nephews, a matriculate, who applied for the
post of chief inspector of registration, during the pre-
miership of his uncle. But the inspector- general of regis-
tration appointed a more qualified candidate. When the

. Governor, at Huq's request, gave Yusufa special appoint-

ment, amember of the assembly enquired "What are Mr.
Yusuf Ali's qualifications?" Hugq replied "His qualifica-
tions, Sir, is that he is the nephew of the Premier of
Bengal”. Not known for consistency, he frequently
changed his policy, maintaining that 'changes of policy’
were not'deviations from principle.' He said that policies
were means to an end. [t was like an umbrella-one had to
‘hold the umbrella in different directions according to
necessity’. Comparing Jinnah and Hug, Rajmohan
Gandhi wrote the following: "Jinnah was upright, metic-
ulous and cold. Hug was flexible, casual and warm.
Jinnah obeyed his mind, Huq hisinstincts".

In late 1958, he felt like writing his biography. He was
then 85 years old and said: "I do not remember very
much of what 1 have been ordone.”

Unfortunately, the friends whom he had made the
request "to collect the events of my life" were not able to
oblige him on time. This is how Rajmohan Gandhi con-
cluded his account of Fazlul Huq: "He who in 1943 had
wanted to see Nazimuddin and Suhrawardy bite the dust
now shares the same stretch of earth with them. All three
areburied, side by side, in the grounds of the Dhaka High
Court. For a while, the two of them were called Prime
Minister of Pakistan, Fazlul Hug was not. Butonly he was
spoken ofasthe Royal Bengal Tiger."

Azizul Jalil writes from Washingron.
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