As a consumer, | know that there are things
that we do without thinking, which in its turn
affects the quantity of water we use but when
you actually look at numbers it does put things
into perspective. For example when we brush
our teeth, if we leave the tap rnunning, we man-
age to waste six litres of water per minute!
Instead of using dishwashers and washing
machines when they are half full, if we wait till
the load is full we can cut down on the usage of
water. Also we cansaveupto 140 litres aweek by
replacing worn washers on dripping taps. Using
a bucket and sponge to wash the car instead of a
hose can save up to 250 litres. [ have been read-
ing about how else to reduce water consump-
tion and some suggestions are very reasonable
and easily done, others are alittle harder to get
comfortable with. Putting a jug of water in the
fridge, instead ofleaving the tap running to geta
cold drink makes sense. We can save up to 300
litres a week by taking a short shower instead of
having a bath. This is somethingthat our house-
hold does not have any issues with as showers
are definitely preferred to baths. According to
our Mayor of London Ken Livingstone we
should think before we flush our toilets. He sug-
gests "Don't flush if all you have done is take a
pee." This however seems grossly (pun
intended) unhygienic to me personally and |
would hope that if one can reduce the quantity
of water being used or wasted in other areas,
then this particularidea can be overlooked!

AllThopeis that we do not have arepetition of
the 1976 drought where numerous households
inWales and the west of England were reduced
to not having access to tap water for much of the
day when temperatures were frequently over 30
degrees Fahrenheit. Thousands of homes.in
Yorkshire and East Anglia had their watersupply
replaced by communal standpipes in the street
which meant people had to stand in line to fill
containers with water for their daily consump-
tion. In fact it was also the case that having a
dirty car implied you were patriotic and were
abiding by the water restriction policy!

I think [ spoke too sooen as it seems to have
stopped raining. I ean only hope that we have
more of this grey and wet weather in the next
few weeks. As they say every cloud has a silver
lining and in this case maybe it is the fact that I
need not feel ashamed that my car is looking
particularly dusty. I will just put it down to being
environmentally friendly and an upstanding
British citizen... B
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