2 2 DHAKA FRIDAY JUNE 30,2006

SPORT

The Baily Star

Teams to go

for broke
Ind-WI final Test
from today

AFP, Kingstan

West Indies captain Brian Lara
insisted Thursday that his side are
capable of snatching a series win
against India.

Lara was speaking ahead of the
fourth and final Test, which opens on
Friday at Sabina Park with the sévies
levelafterthree matches,

The first three games at the
Antigua Recreation Ground, the
Beausejour Cricket Ground; and
Warner Park all ended in draws, and
both Lara and India head coach Greg
Chappell had to acknowledge that
neither seems capable of delivering
the knockout punech.

Bath teams flew into the Jamaica
capital on Tuesday with their sights
set firmly on a victory that would
clinch theseries.

"I think it is important that this
Test doesn't end in a draw as well,”"
remarked Lara,

. "ltwould be disappointingto play
four Tests and end up with four
drawn matches, so [ would really like
1o se¢ the skill levels of the players
bothinbattingandbowlingimprove,
and hopefullywe'll havé agood Test.”

After hanging on for tense draws

in the first two Tests, West Indies
scared the living daylights out of the
indians with a solid batting perfor-
mance at Basseterre that gave llu.m,
hopeofvictory,

"I am definitely seeing an
improvement in our perfasmances,”
Larasaid. "Weareimpravingslowly,
and the fact of the matter'is that we
are still in @ series against India, who
is ranked higher than us, with one
Test to go shows that there's some
kind of performance enhancqma_nr
intheway wehave playedso far,"

Victory would give West indies
their first series success In four years
over a side rated higher In the ICC
Rankings.

Ironically, a victory over Sri Lanka
at Sabina Park, where Lara sgrung
the surprise package of Fidel

_ Edwards on the unsuspecting visi-
tors, did the trick, burthe batting
superstar has'no such dces up h!s
sleevethistime,

Sakib, Forhad
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the number of players (o be
selected, keeping (n mind. the
lengthand the numberof matches.
Fifteen playersare to be sélected in
theside.

The Tigers will play eight one-
dayinternationals -~ three in Kenya
and five in Zimbabwe .- diring
theirmonth-long tour to Africa.

Mehrab Hossain Jr. ‘Wwas also

reportedly discussed after his

brilliant form for Bangladesh A in
& s Zimbabwe which included a cou-

pie ofhundredsin the same match.

Duteh stnker Robby Ramw, scored
the 1000th goalinthe 1978 WoddCup.

Maxl Rodrigueﬂ
(Argentine m}?ﬂﬁekjl;l‘} 2
. "We respect them, urwr! ave no
~ fear Weare pbﬂ‘ﬂ!ld wefedl
g wecan beatanybody.”™ -
On the eve of their ‘quaﬂcrﬁnnl

S8 match against Germany.

. TENSports
g  West'Indies v India
s . Fourth Test, Day One  ©
Liveat3:00pm .
STAR Sports ~

Wimbledon chfurllhI:s
Second Round
Liveat5:00pm
T s AT T S ST

FHOTO: AFP

India’s Sania Mirza ponders her tactics during her match against Russian Elena Dementieva in the Wimbledon
Championships in London late on Wednesday.

Brilliant Agassi showing

) WIMBLEDON

“AFP, London

Andre Agassi and Maria Sharapova
showed why they have the right o
call themselves Wimbledon cham-
pions as they ertised imto the last
32 of the men's and women's sin-
glesonThursday, =

* Veteranshowmi n Aghssi, taking
his findl-bow at the All England

Glub, looked far less rusty than he

had done in a laboured first round
win over Boris Pashanski as he
navigated past ltaly's Andreas
bepplinssnlghwms.

Seppi ptit ap & valiant fight but

_the 1992 chiampion’s elinteal touch

onl the key points‘made the differ-
enceina6d, 7-6(7/2), 6-4victory.

‘The win put Aigassi on course for
a third round rﬁeelmg with French
Open champion Rafael Nadal,
although the second seed was
invalved i an almighty battte with
American qualififer Robert
Kendrickoveron CentreCourt.

Australian Open finalist Marcos
Baghdatis had the easiest passage
into'the third round, his opponent
Andrei Pavel hiing rétired Injured
after only three gumes of their
match.

Novak Dlnkm'qc the ralented

Serbian teenager who is being
courted by Britain's Lawn Tennis
Association, did his credentials for
a passport switch no harm by
dumping Spanish 11th seed
Tommy Robredo out of the tourna-
ment.

Leading by ‘a ser when their
second round match was inter-
rupted by nightfall on'Wednesday,
Djokovic completéd & 7-6 (7/5), 6-
2, 6-4 victory to set up a winnable
third round meeting against
Russian Mikhail Youzhny.

Fourth-seed Sharapova was
close to her intimidating best as
she crushed Ashley Harkleroad, a
fellow Florida resident who wasnot
atforded the slightest bit of neigh-
bourly compassion.

After a -2, 6-2 win in just over
an hour, Sharapova declared her-
self happy with her forim, although
the 2004 champions appeared
more concerned about the impact
on her image of her recent revela-
tion that she rmiays col]ectm;,
SLI['I"I[)S

Philatelists around the world
have been delighted o learn that
they share their hobby with one of
the sporting world's most glamor-
ous figures but Shatapova is not
quite so happy about theinterese.

“Everyone's calling me a dork
now,” the 2004 champion admit-

ted,

"My agent said not to talk about
that because he's definitely gotten
somany emails from people.

"We're getting emails from, like,
stamp collecting magazines asking
if [ can do an interview. It's just a
hobby. I'm actually good telling
stories, but that is one I should
have never talked about.”

It was another good day for the
Chinese women as Peng Shuai join
Li Na and Zheng lie in the third
round courtesy of an impressive
straight sets win over the Israeli
20th seed Shahar Peer.

Meanwhile, Indian teenager
Sania Mirza crashed out in the first
round on Wednesday evening
losing 7-6 (7/5), 7-5 ta seventh seed
Elena Dementieva after a keenly
foughtcontest.

The 19-year-old from
Hyderabacl, playing at only her
second Championships at the All
England Club, lost the first set on a
tight tie-break before her Russian
opponentclosed outthe second set
7-5.

Mirza had taken a set off the
world number eight in their last
meeting, a third round encounter
at Indian Wells in the United States
in March, but the teen failed to
copewith her opponent’s accuracy
on the grass courts.

Sheva targets
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stronglad," hesaid.

Lippi has altered his person-
nel and formation for éach of the
Azzurti's games so far in the
tournament and will be under
pressure fo recall Francesco Totti
to thestarting linetp,

Totti, not yet Back to full fic-
riess aftec thre@smonths out with
a broken ankle, started on the
bench agaiuse Australia on
Monday but eame on'in the final
15 minutes antl eonverted the
last-gasp penalty which secured
passagetotheiag ight.

Ukraine coach Oleg Blokhin
has received o major blow with
striker Andriy Varonin ruled out
for the rest of theWorld Cup.,

In-his absence, Blokhin will
turn to either Andriy Varobei or
Serhiy Rebrov to pattner
Shevehenko. ) =

Also batk in ‘the frame for
Friday's match in Hamburg is
defender Volodymir Yezersky,
who missed the lastthree games
witha thighinjury.

Vyacheslay Svidersky and
Andriy Rusol réturn after the
suspensions that kept them out
of the penalty shootout victory”
over Switzerlahd in the second

round.
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superb, scoring four goals and providing a
natural target for lang balls from the back.
His 21-year-old strike partner Lukas
Podolskl is a great natural finisher and Is
00zing confidence after scoring threa times
in the last two gamaes.

Oliver Neuville, who got the winner against
Poland in the final minute, likes fo run at
defenders and will be an option as a late
substitute. Speedy rght. winger David
Odonkor could alsa be a threat from the
bench.

ARGENTINA

Dofence: Argentina haua a classic back
four in which Roberto Ayala acts as the last
man with Gabriel Heinze generally, picking
up the opposition's main striker, though bath
will be called on to make quick interventions
to counter Germany's fast twin spearhead of
Klose and Podolski.

On the left flank, captain Juan Pablo Sorin
defends well and also adds punch to the
atlack, often making diagonal runs inlo
scoring positions.

The weakest defensive link is at right back
whare the speedy Leandro Cufre is likely to
stand in for the injured Nicolas Burdisso. His
pace will be needed to counter the threat
from Germany’s averiapping left back Phillip
Lahm. The ather options on the right are
Lionel Scaloni or Fabncio Coloccini.
Midfield: Argentina appeared to have found
the right midfield balance with Luis
Ganzalez on the rght wing and Maxi
Rodriguez on the [aft against Serbla &
Mantenegro,

Injury to' Gonzalez with the score at 1-0
meanl Esteban Cambiasso, more of a

helding midfielder, came back in but he
helped keep the teamup in the opposition's
territory to cemant a scintillating 6-0 win.
Javier Mascherana s the fireless ball winner
who plays better alone rather than sharing
the burden with a teammate, like
Cambiasso. With the wingers he helps keep
Juan Roman Riguelme supplied in the area
immediately in front of the box where his
superb short and long passes find the
stnkers.

Attack: Only this Argentina team could
enjoy (he [uxury of Keeping players like
Carlos Tevez and Lionel Messi on the
banch, keeping them In reserve lof potential
match-saving roles.

The coach's siriking vote has gone to
Hemnan Crespo, who has scored once In
@ach of his three appearances, and Javier
Saviola, playlng wilh the freshness and skill
ofhisRiver Plata days.

Saviola roams across the front of the attack
while Crespo hovers in the box, although
Mexico's factics of keeping the bal in
Argentina’s halfin their second round match
meant Crespo often had to drop desp and
he may find a similar problemwith Germany.
General: Germany like fo attack from the
start and have scored early goals in three of
thelr four matches. They have so far shown
no inclination to sit on their leads, always
going forward looking formore.

It ramains to be sean how vulnerable their
defence will be to the darting runs of the
Argentina players, or how the team would
reacita going agoal or two behind.
Argentina have fended oft [ate pressura well
and have enough talent on the bench lo
keepanydelence busy.

\maore attractive,

A lucky toilet

AFP, London

Thai tennis star Tamarine
Tanasugamn lifted the lid on her
Wimbledon success on Thursday,
putting her run to the third round
downtoaluckytoilet.

Tamarine sent Shinobu
Asagoe's victory plans down the

pan when she defeated the

[apanese number four 6-3, 7-5 on
Court 17.

And now Thailand's top
women's tour player is determined
to commandeer the same toilet
again before her clash with Polish
wild card Agnieszka Radwanska --
the French Open and Wlmbledun
junior champion.

"I'm using the same. toilel: I'rOm
the first day so that's my Iticky
toiler, Tamurine wld AFR

"The same shower room oo, |
stick to the same one in the locker
rooms.

"It seems the toilet’s worked,™

sherevealed. %

Tamarine has reached the
Wimbledon fourth round six times
in her career and the 28-year-old is
ready to gamble on her adaptabil-
ity to defent Rndwanskato get there
again,

"L don't redlly know her. I have-
n't seen her play," the world num-
ber 164 said.

“She won juniorWimbledon last
yearsolguessshe'sverytough. -

*It's hard when you don't know
how they're playing and how
they're hitting. You have to gamble.
I have to find out during the match
and maybe change but I'll stick to
myplanfirst.

*1 just want to go out there and
playmygame.”

Imran supports
appeal system

AFP, Karachi

Former Pakistan great Imran Khan

Thursday backed a'\proposal to
allow teams to appeal against
umpiring decisions, saying it could
help minimise controversies in
cricker,

"This is the best mlmv.-m[on 50
far and would make the game
much fairer. The use of such inno-
vitions would make the game
* Khantold AFP:

The Internatiopal Cricket
Council (I€C) is considering a
proposal to allow eams to appeal
against on-field umpires” deci-
Sions.

A ream would have the right o
refer three decisions per innings
made by an on-field official to the
TV umpire, If approved at next
month's ICC meeting the rule is
likely to be experimented with in
the ICC Trophy in India in October
this year,

A similar system was success-
fully implemented in America's
National Football League with

teams permitted to challenge two,

refereeing decisions per half,
resulting in an immediate TV
replayreview.

Khan, who took 362 wickets in

2 Tests for Pakistan, said he con-
fronted some bitter moments due
to umpiring decisions during his
21-year career,

“During my career so many
times some critical decisions
changed the complexion of the
match and the most notable being
the semi-final of the 1987 World
Cup when | was given out caught
behind when I was notout.

“We couldn't win a series in the
West Indiesin 1988 just because Viv
Richards was not given out in the
final Test. Had we had an appeal
system we would have benefited,”
said Khan, now member of the
national parliament.

The 53-year-old former all-
rounder said he was surprised at
the decision by the Pakistan Cricket
Board to oppose the proposed
system.

"Paople who stick to traditions
would oppose it. They opposed the
innovation of run outs and stump-
ing decisions referred to the TV
umpires, but it has successfully
minimised the controversies,” said
Khan, who proposed neutral
umpires backin the 1980s.

Khan said umpires were prone
to mistakes but would be-extra
vigilant if appeal system was intro-
duced.

Poll, lvanov
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referee Valentin Ivanov who offici-
ated in the brutal Portugal v
Netherlands last 16 round game
which saw him hand out a record
fourred and 16 yellow cards.

But Geérman official Markus
Merk was chosen despite aseries of
controversial decisions, including
awarding a disputed penalty to
Ghana, which saw them beat the
United States 2-1 and qualify for
thelast 16.

The 12 refereeschosen are:
Toru Kamikawa (Japan)

Colfi Codjin (Benin)

Benito Archundia (Mexico)
Horacio Elizondo (Argentina)
Jorge Larrionda (Uruguay)
Mark Shield (Australia)
Massimo Busacea (Switzerlancd)
Frank De Bleeckere (Belgium)
LuisMedina Cantalejo (Spain)
Markus Merk (Germany)
Michel Lubos (Slovakia)
Roberto Roserti (Italy)

Ballack confident

AFP, Berlin

Germany captain Michael Ballack
believes the hosts are slight favour-
ites for Friday's World Cup
quarterfinal against Argentina and
said they were far from intimidated
by the South Americans.

Ballack has been a key figure in
stabilising Germany's suspect
defence -- they have kept three
consecutive cledn sheets -- and he
feels the hosts can now send
Argentina packing.

“We are not afraid of Argentina.
QOur performances show we should
not be afraid of anyone,” Ballack
said at Wednesday's press confer-
ence..

"We really believe we can win
the ritle. We have not had confi-
dencelike thisforalongtime.”

Argentina forward Javier Saviola
said his team had a 60-40 chance of
going through but Ballack dis-
agreed.

“I see it exactly the same way --
but in Germany's favour. We are
not outsiders and not content just
to play well against Argentina,”
said the new Chelseaman.

"We want to progress and 1
would sayitis 60-40 for us.
"We are meeting a terrific d ppo-

nent and they deserve the dtmost’
respect but we have to look at our

game nottheirs."

Argentina's brilliant playmaker
Juan Roman Riguelme is regarded
as the danger man but Ballack said
the Villareal star would not be man-
marked.

“The coach has talked about a
few players but [ do not think we
will man-mark Riquelme,” the 29-
year-old said.

"We have to play our g,ame and
not focus 100 much on the uppo-
nents.”

Argentina will. cerminly mnch
out for Ballack who has scared 31

goals from midfield at a ratio of |
almostoneevery two ganmes, .,
Hehasyetto scureattheseﬁnah '

- although he hit the post inthe 2-0
second round win over Sweden -
but is not concerned with personal
targets,

"I had a lot of shots against
Sweden but unfortunately none
went in. [ am not thinking of scor-
ing. Ijustwant the ream to do well."
Ballack explained.

The former Bayer Leverkusen
player, who missed the 2002 World
Cup final through suspension, was
forced to sit out Tuesday's training
session with a swollen ankle but

says heis fullyfit for Argentina,

Tt was just a knock bur I am
okay now," Ballack safd.

Ballack missed the opening 4-2
win over Costa Rica with a calf
injury as manager Jurgen
Klinsmann ignored his pleas to
play.

There had been suggestionsofa
bust-up between the pair over the
incident but Ballack said t.very
thingwas fine.

*I have a great relationship with
the coach. He showed faith in me
straight away by naming me cap-
tain,” said the ex Bayern Munich
star.

"He is not long out of football
himself, He talks a‘lot with the
playersandthe coachisclose rome

‘and therestolthe ream.”

In Auguse 2004 Klinsmann
stripped goalkeeper Oliver Kahn of
the capraincy and gave Ballack the
armband.

Klinsmann says Ballack has
developed through the responsi-
hility of being captain and become
arealleader for Germany.

"In two years Michael has
helped the team enormously. He is
a leader on and off the pitch,”
Klinsmannsaid.

"He has really developed over
the past two years and there i5 a lot
more to come,”

Lanka further clear

E¥N§ Cricket

AFP, Mangliester

Mahela Jayawardene's second
hundred in as many matches wis

the backbone of Sri Lanka's33-rin’

_one- -day international vietory
‘against England at Old Trafford
‘here Wednesday as his team went
4-0 up in the series with nnolhcr
decisive win.

The Sri Lanka :amam. dropped
twice, made 100 after scoring an
unbeaten 126 at the Riverside on
Saturday ‘where the 1996 world
champions took an unbeatable 3-0
lead,

Together with, opener Upul
Tharanga (60) he shared a second-
wicketstand ol 137,

England fought back before ar
unbroken eighth-wicket partner-
ship of 68 in 36 balls between
Farveez Maharoof (58 not aut) and
Malinga Bandara (28 not out) led
thevisitors pastthe 300-mark,

Defeat, with eight balls to spare,
was injury-hit England's ninth in
I1 one-day internationals, their

T i
Yy 14
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unveiling of the largest football
shirt ever. The shirtis composed of
1,000 different shirts from around
the world and measures a whop-
ping 330 square metres after
Hamburg sports federations spent
tenmonthsstitchingitogether,

Increasing seats
As the tournament progresses

more and more fans are going -

home as their teams are knocked
out. But the journalistic fraternity
is still around in as much force as
ever and organisers are having a
headache to fit them all in to an
ever decreasing number of
matches. Organisers have already
had to make available a few extra
media seats for the semifinals and
final. Whereas Munich and
Dortmund, hosting the semis,
previously had 600 press seats that
will now be boosted o 2000,
Berlin's Olympic Stadium, which
will host the final, will be bulging
with 3000 journalists rather than
the currentcontingent ofG00.

Wrongones
After an Argentine c‘mnic
gatecrashed a German training

ifF"\'l“.l i
L1 LR

Hh’ﬂ.ﬁ u.q. ar ot L A

hopes of salvaging something from

.this series now resting with

Saturday's finale at Headingley.

‘But the problems that threaten -
o derail their chances at next
' year's World Cup in the Caribbean

were evident here with England
bowling 21 wides and none of their

“batsmen scuring a fifty let alone a

hundred,
"It's certainly frustrating,”

" England captain Andrew Strauss
- told reporters after another dispir-

iting display. "We've identified the
areas we need to improve and we

haven'timproved them so far.

"We've got to bowl straighter
and we need our batsmen o get
hundreds like theirs have done -
they (St l.‘lnk.u have got four in
I'mlr garmes. 9,

"There.are a lor of guys in our
squad who've got one game [eft
showwhat they can do."”

By eantrastSriLankacoach Tom
Moady was elated by the way his
side, even with ‘the series won,
maintained theirgrip.

It is very easy to take your foot
off the pedal,” the former Australia
international said.

session a German joker tried to
gain ‘revenge’ on the hosts’
quarterfinal rivals. The German
prankster went to the Argentine
hotel in the southern town of
Herzogenaurach accompanied by
a Franz Beckenbauer and a Diego
Maradona lookalike and tied to
gain entry to team headquarters. A
few journalists were briefly fooled
into chasing after a possible inter-
view -~ but the police weren't and
the pair failed to make it past secu-
rity.

ImperialisticAmerican!
Actor Spike Lee is not alone in
lamenting referee's mistakes
which cannot, as yert, be rectified by
technology. Lee, a keen fan, told the
official FIFA website that instant
replaysought to be broughtin.

"I might soundlike an imperial-
istic American but they've got (o
bringininstantreplays.

"Also, the field is oo big, the
game is too fast. Twenty years ago
oneman could referee a game, Now
it's too fast -- you need more than
one referee on the field and you
needinstant replays.”

“The players played with every-
thing they had today {Wednesday)
and finished the fob nicely." ;

England saw openers Marcus
Trescothick and fellow left-hander
Alastair Cook, on his one-day
international ‘debut, putting on a
run-a-ball fifty stand as the hosts
chased319,

But on 44 Trescothick, dropped
on 18, chipped Lasith Malinga
straight to Bandara at mid-off and,
six balls later, 77 for one became 85
for two when Cook played on to
Dilhara Fernando for39.

Strauss and lan Bell rebuilt the
innings before both exited with the
scoreon 161,

First Strauss edged off-spinner
Tillakaratne Dilshan through to
wicket-keeper Kumar Sangakkara
for a run-a-ball 45. And two balls
laterleg-spinner Bandara had the
unlucky fan Bell, on 30, stumped by
o fumbling Sangakkara. '

Sungakkara was far tidigr when
stumping recalled batsman Vikram
Solanki (10}, a dismissal which left
England 178 for five in the 35th over
andoutofthe game,

Fittingly Jayawardene took the
catch that ended the match when
Liam Plunkett holed out off
Malinga, England 285 allout.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the fourth one-day
international between England
and Sri Lanka at Old Trafford on

Wednesday:

SRILANKA:318(or7

ENGLAND

Trescothicke Bandarab Malingad4
Cook b Fernando 39

BellstSangakkarabBandara 30
Strauss c Sangakkarab Dilshan 45
Solanki st Sangakkara b Bandara 10

Dalrymple b Fernando 33
Jones c Maharoof b Dilshan 23
Bresnan run out 20

Plunkett ¢ Jayawardene b Malinga

KabirAlirunout . 0
Harmison notout 2
Extrus: (b-1,1b-3, w-6) 10
Toral: {(Alloutin48.4overs) 285

Fall of wickets: 1-77, 2-85, 3-161, 4-
161, 5-178, 6-212, 7-241, 8-273, 9-
273, 10-285,

Bowler 0O M R W
Vaus B 0 45 0O
Malinga 9.4 0634 2
Fernando 7 0 A7 2
Maharoof | 0 XL A0
Bandara 10 1 435 2
Dilshan 10 0 46 2
[ayasuriya 3 0 26 0

Result: Sri Lankawonby 33 runs.
Man-of-the-match: Mahela
Jayawardene.

o
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Emirates’s Bangladesh area manager Hanif Zakaria (R) delivers his speech during a prass meet at a local hotel an
Wednesday. Emirates, one of the fastest growing flight operators in the world, is also a proud sponsor of the FIFA

World Cup Germany 2006. Also seen s Kazi Wahidul Alam, public relations consultant of Emirates Bangladesh.



