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Buy 1 Whirlpool AC & get 1

Buy one Whirlpool AC and get a scratch card. Scratch it and see.
Wowl There can ba a fabulous gift for you - one Whirlpool AC
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365 days a year!

24 hours a day!

24

71 days a week!

Fedtx

Expr‘ess free! Means, doublse AC at the price of single. And more,
TE.500-5,000 discount or a Transtec Table fan.

Bangladesh Express Cao. Lid Home CGare Call Gentre : 8855366-8 , Gustomer Inquiry : 01712665463,

Liconsee of Federal Express Comomi Dealer Inquiry : 01711404591

\! For a pickup request or more information please Call 8565114 (24 hour Call Center)

Every package matters

ELECTRONIGS

This offer is valid at all Transcom Electronics Promium & Exclusive
Showrooms and the Dealer Outlets up to 30 June 2006

TRANSCOM Sadar Road, Mohakhall, Dhaka 1206, Bangladesh
Tel.: 8855371-80 Fax: BE0-2-8810055 www.transcombd,com

Over 100 trees
felled to widen

Gulshan road

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
officials chopped down over 100
age-old trees along Gulshan Road-
71 with the excuse of widening the
road and ensuring ‘smooth flow of
traffic' inthe quiet residential area.

Residents alleged the DCC
officials started chopping down the
trees one by one about a week ago.
Thematter remained almostunno-
ticed by the unsuspecting residents
as the DCC workers chopped each
tree down with mechanical
equipments and removed them
quickly. The whole operation of
chopping a tree down and remov-
ingit took hardly an hour, After the
felling of each tree, they covered
their traces with earth and quickly
moved toanother tree.

“We did not notice anything
until today [yesterday] when they
chopped down the old
krishnachura tree in front of the
Capital Recreation Club and tried
to remove it quickly,”" said a resi-
dentrequestinganonymity.

Atthe site yesterdaymembers of
the Bangladesh Paribesh Bachao
Andolan were present to protest

SEE PAGE 19 COL 6
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Truuks of trees chopped down for widening a road in Gulshan in the capital. The DCC has felled more than 100 old trees beside this road.

2 officials killed
as truckrams
Rabvehicle

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Two Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
officials were killed and' three
others including two Rab sources
were injured when a sand-laden
truck rammed’ their vehicle at
Rajarbaghinthe capital yesterday.
The dead Rab personnel are
Assistant Superintendent of Police
(ASP) ABM Al Mahbub Prodhan, 35,
andLieutenant Commander Shahed
Sarwar Khan, 30. The wounded are
Hlight Lt Mujahid and Rab sources
Kamruzzaman PalashandLiton. The
injured and killed Rab personnel are
members ofRab-10,
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

Israeli troops seizes
Hamas legislators

Forge ahead with military campaign

AP, Gaza City

Israeli troopsrounded up dozens of
ministers and lawmakers from the
Palestinians' ruling Hamas party
yesterday, including the deputy
prime minister, while forging
ahead with a military campaign in
Gaza meant towin the release of an
Israeli soldier held by Hamas gun-
men,

An Israeli spokesman warned
that the government "will do every-
thing we can” to get back the sol-
dier, Cpl. Gilad Shalit,

The body of a kidnapped 18-
year-old' Jewish settler who was
shot in the head was found in the
West Bank, Israeli security officials
said. Palestinian militants said they
killed Eliahu Asheri, whose body
was found buried near the West

Bank city of Ramallah,

Israeli aircraft attacked a car
carrying Palestinian militants in
Gara City, the Israeli military said,
but witnesses said the missile
missed the vehicle and Mahdi
Dahdouh, an Islamic Jihad activist,
escaped from the car. An unidenti-
fied person was wounded, hospital
officials said. |

SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

Woman to die
forkeeping
4kgheroin

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka courtyesterdaysentenced
a woman to death and fined Tk 5
lakh for possessing 4kg heroin.

Judge Mohammad Nazrul Islam
of the Third Additional
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court handed down the sentence
in presence of the convict Rabeya
Khatun alins Zahura Khatun.

The court acquitted Billal
Hossain, another accused in the
case, as the charge brought against
himwasnotproved.

Earlier, the prosecution and the
defence completed their

SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

Last day to whiten
black money today

Banlks, tax offices to remain open

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

All commercial banks and income
tax offices will remain open today
to carry on the government's reve-
nue collection activities.

A highofficial at a private bank
said, "The step has been taken to
give black money holders an
opportunity to whiten their black
money at a comparatively low
rate.”

Some black money holders are
evenwhitening future black money
by paying the government only 7.5
per cent tax in advance as the
National Bureau of Revenue (NBR)
is receiving only the tax pay slip,
not their account balance, he
added.

Although Friday is a weekly
holiday, today is being considered
the last working day of the current
fiscalyear. !

The Bangladesh, Bank (BB)
directed all commercial banks to
keep their branches open today to
collectrevenue.

The banks circulated the BB
instruction to all their branches to
keep the offices open until 9:00pm.

The NBR in a press release said
all income tax offices will remain
open for the greater interest of tax
payers.

Source said this will provide the
black money holders, along with
the general tax payers, an opportu-
nity to/ pay their taxes to whiten
blackmoney.

A huge amount of black money
was whitened in the last few
weeks, the sources said, adding
that around Tk 1,309 crore was
whitened up t6 May this year
whereas more than Tk 1,000 crore
was whitened in the first week of
June.

160 victims of :
extra-judicial :
killings in
6 months

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

JCD man, outlaw

: A Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)

: leader was killed in ‘crossfire'

One hundred and sixty one people :
fell victims to extra-judicial killings :
by Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) :
and police in the last six months, -
according to Ain O Salish Kendra :
(ASK). :
_ Of them, B5 were Kkilled in :
‘crossfire' or 'encounter' by Rab :
while the rest by police, an ASK :

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4 :

June 30
Fajr: 4-05. 240
Juma 12,5’('] 115
Asr 500 | 515
Maghrib 6-54 657
Esha 817 | 845 |
Source; Islamic Foundation

Puja Udjapan Parishad members form a human chain in front of the High Court yesterday to protest the bid to relo-

cate Ramna Kali Mandir, an old Hindu temple in the capital.
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between Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) personnel and his accompli-
ces at Alurtal area of Sylhet city
early yesterday while an outlaw
was killed in an encounter with the

: policeinKhulna.

Rab arrested Habib Islam
Chamak, 22, on Wednesday after-
noon at Sylhet's Topkhana area,

killed in 'crossfire'

: STAR REPORT

our Sylhet correspondent reports.
Following Chamak's confessional
statement, a Rab team set out for
Alurtal to recover hidden firearms,
As they reached the spot the team
came under heavy fire from
Chamak's accomplices. Rab retali-
ated and Chamak sustained bullet
injuries when he tried to escape

Rab custody.
He was rushed to the Sylhet
MAG Osmani Medical College
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

Loocal firm chosen to
build Dhaka subway

RAr1Q HASAN

The Ministry of Communications
selected local firm Contech
Limited for constructing a 52 kilo-
metre, long underground railway
system in the densely populated
capital and sent the proposal to the
government's high-powered
Private Sector Infrastructure
Committee (PICOM) for final
appraval.

- After a long meeting with the
firm's Managing Director Masud
Reza on Tuesday, Communications
Minister Nazmul Huda gave the
approval as he got satisfactory
answers on some important ques-
tions about the construction
method of the underground line,
sources said.

"We have sent the proposal of
Contech to PICOM and after their
approval the company would gel
letter of intent (LOI) for starting
work on the project,”
Communications Secretary
Shafiqullslamyesterday said.

As per the rules, the principal
secretary of the Prime Minister's

Office chairs the PICOM meeting
and gives approval of a develop-
ment project by a private company
afteraministry forwardsit.

The company was selected as it
was the lowest bidder in the pre-
qualification tender and the gov-
ernment would not go for calling
tender again, the communications
secretary said.

He, however, observed that the
company would have to pass some
more stages before going for physi-
cal construction.

The selection was given on the
basis of an international tender
called by Bangladesh Railway in
2002 seeking application for estab-
lishing a metro rail system in the
capital, sources said.

Only two firms had participated
in the bid and local firm Contech
Limited was the lowest bidder as it
proposed to construct the 52-
kilometre underground railway ata
costofTk 5,200 crore.

The company would construct
the metro rail on build, own, oper-
ate and transfer (BOOT) basis. As
per BOOT guidelines, after getting

LOI the private company would
prepare terms and conditions and
other requirements for a formal
agreement with the authorities
concerned,

After signing the agreement, the
authority would issue work order
for implementing the praject. All
this formalities would have to be
completed within three months
after issuing 101, says the guide-
line.

Earlier, the Ministry of
Communications decided to go for
a feasibility study and sent a pro-
posal to the Planning Commission
seeking Tk 7 crore for the study. As
the Planning Commission did not
respond to the proposal, the minis-
trylaterabandoned theidea.

Consequently, the communica- -
tions ministry asked the local firm
to submit details of its legal status,
technical, managementand finan-
cial capabilities for project imple-
mentation and experience and
status of ownership in the pro-
posedproject.

The company submitted all the

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

Teachers of Ibtedayee madrasas continue their fast unto death at Muktangon
inthe capital yesterday to realise their seven-pointdemand,
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BSF abducts
7women

UNB, Kushtia

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
kKidnapped seven Bangladeshi
women from Daulatpur border
areayesterday andthe daybefore,

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) offi-
cials here said the Indian border
guards entered Bangladesh terri-
tory and took away the seven
women.

According to the officials, the
BSE men picked up four women--
Kakoli, China, Achera, and Farida-
of Chilmari while they were work-
ing on a cropland near the border
in Ramkrishnapur Union at about
9:00amyesterday,

Earlier on Wednesday, the BSE
personnel of Muradnagar camp

SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

Agrani Bank
in Bogra
looted

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Robbers looted around Tk 2.5 1akh
in cash, a gun and 11 bullets, as
there was no security guard on duty
at night at Agrani Bank Damaziny
Branch on Wednesday night under
Shajahanpur Upazila in the dis-
trict.

Police arrested four people for
their alleged involvement with the
robbery. 1

Police and the bank officials

SEE PAGE 19 COL 2
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