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Voter list revision
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the voter list of 2000 contained 6.4
million ghost voters. Another .97
million voters have died since then,
hereckoned.

He quoted a European Union
(EU) letter addressed to previous
CEC MA Syed to have pointed out
the existence of as many as 13 mil-
lion ghost voters, while a US State
Department report this year saw 8
per cent fake voters on the 2000
voterlist.

If the NDI survey and the EU

allegation are correct, then names of
aver one crore fake voters will have
tobe deleted from the existinglist.
. The task for przgaring the voter
list would not have heen so difficult
had the EC followed the proper
procedure for revising the existing
voter list in accordance with the
Supreme Court verdict, electoral
‘expertsobserved.

For revising the voter list, enu-
merators would visit door to door
and list eligible voters and delete the
namesof thosewho have died.

But the ECinits decision on June
14 asked people to apply for being
included in the list and deleting
names from it. Electoral law experts
termed the procedureillegal.

Sticking to its guns, the EC has
repeatedly declined to meet the
demands raised by the ruling BNP
mainopposition Awami Lea ennd
other political parties and e
experts forvisitingdoorto duur.

It, however, decided last week to
send officials to uillage union
parishads and wards in city corpo-
riations and municipalities for
distributing voters' registration
forms to ensure that eﬁglble peaple

getlisted.
I.ACKOF PREPARATION
District electionofficers recruited as
registration officers for the voter-
listing job could not make adequate
preparation for the task startin;
tomorrow as the EC Secretariat di
notpassitsdirectiveson time.

A number of district election
officers said they are yet to hold any
meeting with the assistant registra-
tion officers to chalk out a plan for
thetask.

"The Election Commission took
the decision on June 14, but I have
received the EC Secretariat circular
on June 27," a district election offi-
cer said, adding that there is not
sufficient time now for holding any

2 officials
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[Quoting witnesses, Paltan police
_said the accident occurred around
1:10am when the five-member Rab
,i:eam was p}etuming to their base at
Dhalpur after col ng a classi-
ﬁl!dﬂl;lﬂl‘ﬁlion ‘EEEEE B -
%  When their vehicle reached
.iRhiurbnﬂh Police Lines, the truck,
‘while taking a turn, slammed into
Jthesideoftheve hicle.
ASP Mahbub and Lieutenant
ﬁSan'm.: died on the spot and when
‘they were taken to Dhaka Medical
ECullege Hospital (DMCH), on-duty
- doctors confirmed their death.
Badly injured Flight Lt Mujahid
‘and the two Rab sources were also
jjrushed to DMCH. Mujahid was
“later admitted to Combined
! Military Hospital (CMH) in Dhaka.
. Meanwhile, the driver and
‘helper of the truck managed to flee
the scene after the accident. Police
seized both the wvehicles. Paltan
police said they are trying to find
the owner, driver and the helper of
the truck.

Son of Shamsher Ali, Shahed
Sarwar, who i8 a member of
Bangladesh Navy, hailed from

. Barokhada in Kushtia while
Mahbub Prodhan, son of Abdus
Sattar Mia, hailed from
Munshiganij. ;

On completion of their autopsy,
their namaz-e-janaza was held at
Rab-10 office.

Mahbub was buried later at
Azimpur Graveyard while Rabmen
took the body of Shahed Sarwar to
Kushtia for burial at their family
graveyard.

meeting with the assistant registra-
tion officers.

The EC Secretariat meantime
issued an order cancelling the
weekly holidays of the divisional,
district and upazila election officers
on Friday amr Saturday, It, however,
spared the assistant registration
officers who are government
employees.

The EC Secretariat has not even
allocated money for the remunera-
tion of the officials, nor did it specify
whether they will be provided with
the remuneration. The publicity
urging people for getting listed is
also very poor, sourcessaid.

CEC Aziz and the secretary of EC
Secretariat yesterday declined to
talk to the media about the latest
situation over the preparation of the
voter-listing task.

Bar Council
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with the president to know his
health condition, as confusion is
rife over his present status.

"No visitar is allowed to see the
ailing president on advice of the
cal board," the Bar Council
vice-president told the UNB quoting
a Bangabhaban telephonic message
assayinginreplyto his petition.

In reply to the Bangabhaban

hone call, Roknnsa[dhzfas
r a wnnun letter of regret in this

The Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) yesterday sub-
mitted an application seeking an
appointmentwith the president.

"We have told the SC Bar that
nobody will now be allowed to see
the presidentasheisincomplete rest
as advised by the doctors,” Press
Secretary to the President Mokhlesur
Rahman Chowtdhurysaid.

He said the same policy is being
followed for everybody. "Even the
acting president and the ministers
arealso notmeetingthe president.”

The SC Bar in an emergency
meeting on Wednesday decided o
meet the president to what they said
know his physical condition and

"takelegal steps to protect the consti-
tutional dlg;nj!.y and rights of the
president.”

BSF abducts
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took away three women --Malina,
wife of Morshed Ali, Halejan, wife
of Omar Ali, and Habia of Pragpur
Union--when they were going to
neighbouring Chilmari Union.

Meanwhile, BDR sent letter to
its Indian counterpart demanding
return of the seven Bangladeshi
women. .

The Indian border. guards had
kidnapped seven other Bangladeshis
from the same frontier last week and
returned themto BDR later.

Agrani Bank
FROM PAGE 20
said that unidentified criminals
entered the bank breaking the
main gate and broke open the volt
to loot the cash. The loated single
barrel 12-bore gun and bullets were
for use by the daytime security
personnel of the bank. The looters
also ransacked some furniture and
the manager's room.
Abankofficial informed that the
bank did not employ any night
guard for thebranch.

Woman
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arguments and the court recorded
statement of 12 prosecution wit-
nesses,

According to the prosecution,
the customs officials at the Zia
International Airport arrested
Rabeya with a bag of 4kg heroin
when she landed at about 8:30pm
onJune3, lastyear. She was handed
over toAirport police thesame day.

Assistant Public Prosecutor
Shahidul [slam Sardar appeared for
the state while Advocate Ali Akbar
defended theaccused.

Ministers
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reasonable level. Except for two
items, they are now lower than
[those in] the Indian market,”
Commerce Minister M Hafiz Uddin
Ahmed claimed.

He said the price of sugar has
come down from Tk 55 to Tk 43 a
Kilogram.

Against an opposition state-
ment that the commerce minister
was chased by people at a kitchen
market recently, Hafiz said the
mediareports were imaginary.

State Minister for Home
Lutfozzaman Babar said, “The law
andorderhasimproved."

Denying allegations of the state
patronising the criminals, he said,
"We don't have any bahini
(groups) like Hazari Bahini or
Golondaz Bahini."

About the opposition's allega-
tion that the government is reluc-
tant to investigate the August 21
grenade attacks properly, Babar
said, "Everyone will know in detail
about the incident very soon. The
charge sheet is now at the final
stage.”

Earlier, AL lawmaker
Mohammad Nasim asked the state
minister for home to inform the
House who were involved in the
August 21 attack as during his
recent US trip Babar said that the
real culprits have been identified.

Referring to the Udichi blast
verdict, Jatiya Party lawmaker GM

InJS

Quader said all the accused were
acquitted thanks to lack of proper
investigation.

He said as per the government
statistics at least 16,540 people
havebeen killed during the present
rule. Referring to the ‘'mass arrest’
of common people to thwart the
opposition programme, he said the
incidents have exposed the anti-
people characterofthe police.

On irregularities in primary
education, he said, "The govern-
ment has accommodated illiterate
BNP leaders in the committees
formed to oversee the recruitment
of primary schoolteachers.”

AL lawmaker Faruk Khan
alleged that syndicates of pro-
government businessmen have
been controlling the prices of
essentials throughhoarding.

“The alliance government has
destroyed the judiciary through
politicisation. It has appointed
dishonest persons as judges as all
of them belong to the ruling par-
ties,” AL lawmaker Rahamat Ali
“alleged.

Independent lawmaker MM
Shahin d the government to
increase the monthly allowance for
community teachers from Tk 750
toTk2,000.

Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim,
Abdus Shahid, Panchanan
Bishwas, Shahjahan Khan, KM
Jahangir and Rahamat Ali took part
inthe discussion.

AL MP
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Karim, AC Abul Khair, AC (Tejgaon)
Giaus Uddin Rimon, AC (Petrol) Ali
Ahmed Khan,

Officers-in-charge (OC) of
Dhanmondi and Mohammadpur
Police Stations Mahbub Hossain
and Zahirul and eight other police
officials,

Sohel Taj along with a huge
number of party leaders and work-
ers appeared before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court,
Dhakaand filed the case.

After the hearing, Metropolitan
Magistrate Syed Mujibul Haq
recorded statement of the law-
maker, took the complaint into
cognisance and ordered a judicial
enquiryinto the matter.

In his complaint, Sohel Taj
mentioned that he along with his
party activists brought out a pro-
cession at the road 27 in the city's
Mirpur Crossing at about 12:30pm,
on June 20,

The on-duty policemen
attacked him and other demon-
strators from the back and threw
teargas shells near Xenial Chinese
Restaurant without any provoca-
tion, even after Sohel Taj identified
himself as a lawmaker. The attack
left him and several others seri-
ously wounded, the complainant
added.

Besides, he came to know that
on June 19, DC Kohinoor Miah held
a meeting with his high police
officials to take necessary steps for
tackling the situation and kill Sohel
Tajassoon ashe was sighted during
the programme, the complainant
added.

The lawmaker also showed his
wounds to the magistrate while
givingthe statement.

Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud
and advocates Abdul Matin
Khasru, Syed Rezaur Rahman and
Sahara Khatun stood for the com-
plainant.

Big boys
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onpenalties.

Portugal are coached by Luiz
Felipe Scolari, who also ended
England's hopes at the quarterfinal
stageof thelastWorld Cup when he
was in charge of Brazil,

England have played poorly in
the group stage, were awful in their
1-0second round win over Ecuador
but have a history of cranking up
their game in matches against
tougheropposition.

Portugal are still licking their
wounds from a bruising, card-
littered 1-0 win over Netherlands
that has deprived them of sus-
pended midfield duo Deco and
Costinha.

However, the Euro 2004 run-
ners-up have enough talent left at
their disposal to trouble England's
currently shaky defence.

The quarterfinals are com-
pleted by a repeat of the 1998 final
as five-times champions Brazil,
seeking their fourth successive
appearance in the final, take on
France.

Zinedine Zidane, scorer of two
goals in their Paris triumph eight
years ago, is due to retire after the
World Cup and will be desperate to
ensure he signs off with only happy
memories of playing against the
South Americans.

Brazil have moved ominously
into the last eight without having to
show more than glimpses of their
best form and remain the book-

makers' favourites.
Staff unwilling
FROM PAGE 1
from January to May.

Besides, the AROs expressed
fearofinsecurity.

"We are helpless............We
have nothing to do but continue
the task as we are government
employees,” a teacher of a govern-
ment high school said at the meet-
ingwith theelection officer.

‘TIspentTk2,600 for preparation
of the fresh voter list, but you have
paid only Tk 1,000, Who will pay for
the rest of the amount that [ spent
for photocopying and convey-
ance?" said another schoolteacher
who worked for the fresh voter list
that the Supreme Court later
declaredillegal.

In response to the district elec-
tion officer's request for starting
publicity with microphone in their
areas, a number of AROs ques-
tioned who would pay for it. The
election officer assured them of
providing the expenditure, but
theywere notconvinced.

Questioning the justification of
deleting names from the voter list
solely on the basis of one's com-
plaint, an ARO said, "It will he
difficult for me to examine com-
plaints about fake voters as well as
the applications for inclusion of
newnames."

"If a few hundred people
demand application forms at a
time and I can not provide it, they
may even attack me. Who will give
me security?” a schoolteacher said
atthemeeting.

Talking to the press after the
meeting, several of the AROs, how-
ever, declined to tell their names
fearing 'consequences'.

Shamsul Alam held three meet-
ings at his office with the AROs
undernine thanas in the capital.

Each of the AROs was provided
with four kinds of forms for their
task -- 1,000 forms for applying for
inclusion, 1,000 for inclusion, and
900 for correction and deletion of
names on the voter list, sources
said.
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Opposition to snap
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to besiege the capital and EC
Secretariat, demanding reforms in
the caretaker government and
electoral systems as well as ouster
of CEC and two controversially
appointed election commission-
ers.

"We will observe the
programme peacefully. If the law
enforcers try to obstruct us, we will
have no choice but to retaliate,"
said Bimal Biswas, general secre-
tary of the Bangladesh Workers
Party.

He cautioned the government
that hartals will follow if it tries to
thwart the opposition programme
nextweek,

Bimal said the entire country
would turn into a battlefield in case
of the police trying to repeat what
they did in Kanchpur on Dhaka-
Chittagong highway during Dhaka
slegeonJunell. ]

A senior police official prefer-
ring to be anonymous told The
Daily Star that they will be on the
alert for acts of vandalism by the
apposition activists.

The 14-party combine, mean-
while, has been gearing up for the
blockade programme. Senior
leaders have already begun touring
different parts of the country to
mobilise pubic supportin favour of
the reforms agenda. They will
continue the tours till today.

In last few days, the alliance
held a series of meetings with
transport leaders and workers
where the opposition leaders
requested them to keep their vehi-
cles off the streets on July 2. It will
also exchange views with different
professional bodies.

AL acting general secretary
Obaidul Quader told The Daily Star
that they will announce even more
vigorous programmes to make the

alliance government accept the
demands.

Leaders and activists of the
opposition parties will gather
mainly at four entrances to the
capital--Kachpur, Abdullahpur,
Savar and Tongi. Besides, they will
be present at different strategic
points like Gabtoli, Sadarghat,
Mohakhali, Kamalapur, and
Syadabad,

The 14-party leaders will take
position in important streets, river
ports and railway stations in the
divisional headquarters. The lead-
ers and workers will remain posted
at Chittagong, Sylhet, Dinajpur,
Rajshahi, Khulna, Ishwardi, and
Akhaura railway stations so that no
traincould ply the tracks on July 2,

Upazila units of the opposition
parties will cut off communica-
tions with the district headquarters
while the district units will try to
snap links between the capital and
the divisional headquarters.

District unit workers of the
opposition alliance will mass on
the roads and highways near dis-
trict bus terminals to stop the road
communications,

Sources said the district and
upazila unit leaders have been
directed to muster a large number
of people on the roads and termi-
nals.

The opposition line-up held a
meeting at the Workers Party office
Wednesday with Shamimur
Rahman Santa in the chair. The
meeting resolved to resist any
election under the present CEC
and two commissioners. It
observed that no fair voter listing is
possible under the three and
demanded that the government
consult the opposition parties and
make consensus appointment to
the posts of CEC and election
commissioners.

JCD man, outlaw killed
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Hospital around 3:30am where
on-duty doctors declared him
dead.

Rab recovered one revolver,
two bullets, one pipegun and used
cartridges from the spot.
Chamak's accomplices however
managedto escape.

The bady was handed to the
family members after an autopsy
yesterday afternoon.
© Anotorious JCD cadre Chamak
was wanted in at least 12 criminal
cases including double murder
cases and assault cases filed with
different police stations.

Chamak was sentenced to five
years rigorous imprisonment last
year following his attack on an
army officer on November 7, 2003.
He however obtained bail before
the verdict of the case and jumped
bail.

His father Ohidul Islam Tofa is
the former organising secretary of
Sylhet city Awami League (AL) and
mather Ruby Fatema Islam is the
general secretary of Sylhet district
MahilaAL.

Meanwhile, an extremist from
the outlawed Purba Banglar
Communist Party ML faction was
killed when he was caught in

‘crossfire’ between the police and
his accomplices near Alipur
Bridge of Rupsha upazila in
Khulna, our Khulna correspon-
dentreports.

Ruphsa police arrested Kamrul
Islam Dukhu, 32, on Wednesday
night at his Anandanagar home in
Rupsha upazila.

Following Dukhu's confes-
sional statement a police team
along with Dukhu went to Alipur
Bridge to recover hidden weap-
ons. Dukhu's men around 4:304m
ambushed the team forcing the
police to retaliate. Dhuku was
caught in the line of fire as he tried
to eseape custody. He died on the
spoL.

Dukhu was wanted in three
murder cases, one gang-rape case
and two cases filed under Arms
Actwith Rupsha Police Station.

The police fired 20 shots in
self-defence after being fired
upon. The trade of fire lasted for
about 15 minutes, said officer-in-
charge (OC) of Rupsha Police
Station,

One pipe gun, one revolver,
four bullets and four used bullet
shells were recovered from spot,
the OCadded.

160 victims
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study of newspaper reports said
yesterday, adding, "These extra-
judicial killings have violated
human rights in one side and
marred the country's image and
democratic growth.”

Sixty-four journalists fell victim
to ruling party-sponsored persecu-
tion and attack during this period
while 80 others were attacked,
tortured, harassed and received life
threats by criminals since January
this year, said the study based on
reports of 12 national dailies.

Two journalists were killed and
cases were filed against 43 journal-
ists for publishingreports.

Twenty-five people were killed
and 4,030 injured in 210 incidents
ofpolitical violence.

On an average, 15,203 people
were arrested during each incident
of political violence, according to
thereport.

A total of 353 militants were

_mled inlastsixmonths.

The ASK release said workers'
unrest at over 200 garment facto-

ries duringthe period left two killed
and over400 injured.

The administration imposed
section 144 in the country 64 times
inthelastsixmonths.

Nine prisoners and 19 detainees
diedinjail custody. .

Meantime, the Human Rights
and Legal Aid Committee of
Bangladesh Bar Council yesterday
said that 1,790 people were killed in
different rights violation incidents
sinceJanuary 1 thisyear.

Sixty-six fell victim to gang rape
while 39 of them were killed after
rape.Total 50 children were raped.

Eighty-eight people were killed
and 48 tortured for dowry. Thirty-
one women were killed by their
husbands, itadded.

Seventy-five people were acid-
burntwhile 28 fell victim to fatwa.

Nine people were killed and 61
injured in bomb blasts while 248
abduetions took place.

The report said 60 people were
killed by the Indian Border Security
Force.

Local firm chosen
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required documents and informed
the ministry that MTRC of Hong
Kong will work as the constructor,
Sena Kalyan Sangstha, Bangladesh
as financier and project manager,
the Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET) as theleading consultant.

Hitachi of Japan will supply the
equipment and JBIC will provide
suppliers credit and syndicated
bank loan for the project. The firm
also provided authorised letters
from the company concemned and
some of the officials of those part-
ner organisations met high officials
of the communications ministry
confirming their involvement.

If his firm finally gets the

approval of PICOM the metro line
would be established within a
period of three years, Masud Reza
said, adding that the line would be
established through cut and cover
method which is much less costly
than the tunnelboringmethod.

He expects to start construction
wark from this winter after finish-
ingall the formalities.

The company proposed to build
six routes with double line begin-
ning from Syedabad to Gabtoli via
Maohakhali. The fare in the metro
rail will be almost the same as in
intra-city bus services in Dhaka.

The company sought 30 years
concession time for recovering its
investment.

Hasina trashes
PM's assurance
over presidency

UNB, Dhaka

Sharply reacting to Wednesday's
speech ol the prime minister in
parliament about the speculations
over the presidency, opposition
leader Sheikh Hasina has said the
prime minister does the opposite
ofwhatshespeaks.

"Inherspeech, the prime minis-
ter told the nation to wait for
another 15 days...we'll wait for 15
days to see what magic she has to
show," she said.

Hasina, also the president of the
Awami League (AL), was exchang-
ing views with her party's grass-
roats-level leaders from Pirojpur,
Patuakhali and Barguna districts in
Barisal division at AL's Dhanmondi
office yesterday.

She discussed with them the
prevailing political situation in
their constituencies, party posi-
tion, possible party candidates for
the forthcoming election and the
ongoing anti-government agita-
tion. '

Hasina alleged that the prime
minister wanted to become presi-
dent of the country with an evil
design to rig the next polls to con-
tinue her "misrule”. She urged
people to remain alert about what
she said the prime minister's con-
spiracy.

The AL chief said her party will
not allow any "farcical” election of
rigging in the country. She urged
people to get ready to rush (o the
capital to resist such "evil design”,
ifasked.

About Wednesday's verdict in
the sensational case for bomb
attacks on an Udichi conference in
Jessore, the opposition leader
deplored thatall the accused in the
murder casewereletoffthe hookas
they belong to the rulingalliance,

To the members of the law
enforcement agencies, Hasina said
the time has come for them to take
the decision whether they will
serve the cormupt government in its
assuming power further or stand
beside the people to estahhsh their
basicrights.

Referring to the new national
budget passed yesterday, she said
the budget has created ample
scopeforlooting publicmoney.

The AL president met the grass-
roots leaders from 27 organisa-
tional units covering 10 constitu-
encies of Pirofpur, Patuakhali and

Ba;gung dlsr.rictsl

in journo Belal
killing case

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A Khulna court yesterday framed
charges against six accused in the
sensational journalist Belal murder
case,

They are expelled [amaat leader
Shahabuddin Lashkar alias Dhira,
Ekhlasur Rahman, Igbal Hossain
Shadhin, Mirajul Islam Miraj,
Rafiqul Islam and Yunus Ali alias
GadaYunus,

Additional District and Sessions
Judge Md Mashiur Rahman passed
the arder.

Of the accused, the suspected
masterminds of the murder
Shahabuddin and Ekhlasur are
now on bail, while the rest are in
Khulna Jail.

Ekhlasur, Igbal and Yunus had
given confessional statements to
the court earlier under Section 164.

Sheikh Belaluddin, Khulna
bureau chief of Dainik Sangram,
was severely wounded in a bomb
attack at the Khulna Press Club
compound at about 9:20pm on
February5lastyear.

He died on February 11 while
undergoing treatment in the
Combined Military Hospital
(CMEH) in Dhaka.

In March the same year, the
State Minister for Home Affairs
Lutfozzaman Babar named the
expelled [amaat leader as the mas-
termind behind Belal's murder
after a meeting of the ministry's
monitoring cell

Over 100 trees
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againstthe felling of the trees,

DCC Executive Engineer of
Zone 9 (Gulshan), Arefur Rahman
told The Daily Star he had taken the
decision to widen the road to
ensure smooth flow of traffic from
Baridhara DOHS to Gulshan and
Gulshan to Pragati Sarani.

Replying to a question; he said he
did not think it necessary to consult
the Traffic Engineering Division of
the DCC. "Traffic Engineering is a
part of civil engineering and there-
fore being a civil engineer I can take
the decision to widenaroad," Arefur
Rahmanadded.

A top DCC official source in
Magar Bhaban said the decision to
chop down more than a hundred
trees in Gulshan area is obscure and
one can only assume it was nothing
but'stealing publicproperty.'

*This is a ploy to make huge
amount of money through the sales
of timber from these priceless trees,
which were planted over 30 years
ago," thesource said. "The minimum
price of any timber in the market is
sky-high. So, by selling these trees the
people involved have made some
quickmoney," headded.
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Budget passed
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second highest allocation of Tk
6,125 crore as the ministry has to
meet the election-based expendi-
tures.

This budget happens to be the
last budget of the BNP-led four-
}:larty alliance government before
ts expil‘? in October and will be
executed by three governments
including the presentone.

The AL that was absent in last
r:n:'s budget sessions participated

different budget sessions this
year, Main opposition leader and
AL President Sheikh Hasina made a
com:ludlng speech in the House on

Wednesday. Other AL lawmakers

also took part in discussions on
demands for allocation yesterday
morning.

In the afternoon, the AL law-
makers requested the Speaker for
extra half an hour to discuss the
allocation for the Liberation War
ministry. The Speaker first agreed
on the proposal but withdrew later
as there was a strong objection
from the Treasury Bench, espe-
cially from BNP lawmaker
Salauddin Quader Chowdhury.

As the Speaker refused to pro-
vide any extra time, the AL mem-
bers started walking out of the
Housearound 4:10pm.

BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan at this time
requested the Speaker to provide
the opposition lawmakers with the
extra time. Upon his request, the
Speaker agreed but the AL had

adyleft the House.

The budget was passed in the
absence of the AL members before

As[ﬂlra{]
udj et for FY07, termed the
biggest budget in recent years, has
received fewer criticisms and
proposals for amendments from
difl'erent sectars. There has been
one Lh:lnge inthe tax proposal
mi Isynar sproposed budget.

The defence ministry has been
allocated Tk 5,872 crore, communi-
cations Tk 5,440 crore, health Tk
4,796 crore, primary and mass
education Tk 4,722 crore, and the
food ministry Tk 4,608 crore.

The budget has kept Tk 22,940
crore under the Finance Division
for spending for investment and
capital expenditure purposes.

Israeli troops seizes
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On Wednesday, Israeli warplanes
also buzzed the summer home of
Syria's president, Bashar Assad,
whose regime harbors the hard-line
Hamas leaders who Israel says
ordered thekidnapping.

Sunday's capture of the Israeli
Shaiit Hamas' military wing and

ated lfmupu and [srael's
su!::sequent military incursion into
Gaza pushed the two sides toward
all-out war. Hamas, which took over
the Palestinian Authority after
%nr[iamenmry elections in
I:mu as resisted international
pmaum to renounce violence and
recognize [srael.

An [sraeli military official said a
total of 64 Hamas officials were
arrested in the early morning
roundup. Of those, Palestinian
officials said seven are ministers in
Hamas' 23-member Cabinet and 20
others are lawmakers in the 72-seat
parliament.

Palestinian Deputy Prime
Minister Nasser Shaer, parliament
speaker Abdel Aziz Duaik and
Religious Affairs Minister Nayef
Rajoub, brother of formerWest Bank
strongman [ibril Rajoub of the rival
Fatah party, were among those
roundedup.

Officials will be questioned and
eventually indicted, the Israeli army
and government ufflcl.al:snid

o '
man Mark Regev said the ministers

and lawmakers were not taken as
bargaining chips for Shalit's release,
but because Israel holds Hamas
responsible forattacks againstit.

"The arrests of these Hamas
officials ... is part of a campaign
against a terrorist organization that
has escalated its war of terror
againstisraelicivilians,” Regevsaid.

Israel has said it would not nego-
tiate Shalit’s release with the mili-
tants and has rejected demands to
free Palestinian prisoners in
exchange for information about the
captured soldier.

He urged the Palestinian leader-
ship to release Shalit to "avert this
crisis.”

"We have a responsibility as the
govemmenl of Israel to all our

lghpeople doing national ser-
vice, ose young men and women,
thatif they're ever taken hostage, we
as a government will do eve ng
we can to bring about their release
Regev told CNN,

He repeated that Israel would not
negotiate for the Shalit's release and
warned of the consequences if the
Palestinians did not free the soldier.

"Hostage-taking is totally unac-
ceptable to the international com-
munity and he must be released
immediately. If he is not, we will be
forced to act to bring about his
release,” Regevsaid.

Palestinians were outraged by
thearrests.

"We have no government, we
have nothing. They have all been
taken," said Saeb Erekat, an ally of
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Bangladesh has also listed 1,254
items for which there will be no
tariff reduced.

The Safta agreement, which was
signed at Islamabad Saarc summit
on January 2004, was supposed to
come into effect from January
2006, But for various contradic-
tions between the countries, it
could not begin to apply by that
time.

Man dies
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A police source named Anwar
demanded Tk5,000 toll from Karim
on Sunday and threatened to hand
him over to the police if he did not
comply, said Manik Mia, yonger
brotherof Karim.

"As my brother did not give
Anwar the money, he came with a
number policemen on Monday
and dragged Karim onto a
microbus without showing any
arrestwarrant,” he added.

Ramna police beat him (Karim)
up mercilessly in the station cell
and sent him to the jail after 24
hours without providing any treat-
ment, headded,

On contact, Ramna police
brushed aside the complaint of
demanding toll and torture on the
detainee. They said police arrested
him following an arrest warrant
issued by the court.

the moderate President Mahmoud
Abbas. "Thisis absolutelyunaccept-
able and we demand their release
immediately."

Although the Israeli action was
touched off by Shalit's capture,
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert's government has also been
alarmed by a surge in the firing of
homemade rockets on [sraeli com-
munitiesbordering Gaza,

A militant offshoot of Abbas'
Fatah party said it had fired a home-
made rocket with a chemical war-
head at the southern Israeli town of
SderotlateWednesday, the first such
claim. The [sraeli military said it did
not detect a rocket fired then, and
there was no waytoverify the claim.

Israeli warplanes, tanks and
thousands ofsoldiers began moving
into Gaza overnight Tuesday. They
knocked out Gaza's only power
station, made main roads impass-
able and took over Gaza's long-
closed airport. Aircraft bombed
empty Hamas ftraining camps,
witnessessaid, and flewlow over the
coastal strip in an apparent attempt
to intimidate.

Alrstrikes on the training camps
continued Thursday, with two at
camps in southern Gaza used by
Hamas and the Al Agsa Martyrs'
Brigades, a Fatah offshoot. No
deaths or m}nrles had been
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a humanitarian crisis. The Hamas-
led government warned of "epi-
demics and health disasters"
because of damaged water pipes to
central Gaza and the lack of power
10 pump water.

The incursion focused on south-
em Gaza, where the military sus-
pected Shalit was held. But the
Israeli military signaled the pros-
pect of a new front in the strip's
north when it dropped leaflets late
Wednesday into that area, urging
residents to avoid moving because
of impending military activity.
Security officials said it could take
days before a second front was
opened.

Israeli army bulldozers moved in
to clear agricultural lands in north-
em Gaza, witnessessaid, apparently
so Palestinians couldn't hide there.
A small number of tanks entered a
bufferzone between southem Israel
and Gaza, as they have done in
recentweeks,

Olmert has threatened harsher
action to free the soldier, though he
said there was no plan to reoccupy
Gaza. Abbas deplored the incursion
asa"crimeagainsthumanity."

No dialogue
with war
criminals
Says Jalil

UNB, Dhaka

Awami League (AL) General
Secretary Abdul Jalil has said the
inclusion of BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan in the
government panel of negotiators for
the dialogue on electoral reforms
willnothelp break theimpasse.

"Mannan Bhuiyan said he'll
replace one Jamaat member in the
five-member government panel of
negotiators, but another war crimi-
nal and patron of militants will
remain there,” Jalil said while talk-
ing to reporters after a meeting of
the central leaders of AL-led 14-
party opposition combine at AL's
Dhanmondioffice yesterday.

Bhuiyan on Wednesday said in
parliamentthat outof fivemembers
in the government panel of negotia-
tors, one Jamaat member will be
dropped and he will be in the panel
for discussion.

Jalil, also the coordinator of the
14-party lineup, reiterated that they
would not go for any discussion .
with the war criminals and the
patrons ofmilitants.

Chaired by AL presidium mem-
ber Amir Hossain Amu, the meeting
urged the opposition leaders and
workers to make their July 2 road-
rail-waterway blockade
PrOGTAMINe aSUccess.

~The meeting was present,
among others, by Rashed Khan
Menon, Pankaj Bhattacharya,
Mufidul Islam Khan Kamal,
Moinuddin Khan Badal, Nurul
Islam, Haji Abdus Samad and
ObaidulKader.



