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(426-mile) mund -trip
‘to London and then
urelyto place a 10,000-
, ﬂ‘ﬁlund 12,600-dollar)
ywin the World Cup,
maker William Hill

ch_nins branch at
ition, where Eurostar
inking Eondon and Paris
| .-Ienﬁ!nme. waiting for

Heman was clearly in a hurry
-h the train back. He told us
would be back an July 10
e World Cup final is held)
llect the winnings,” said
“Hill spokesman Rupert

: didn't have the heart to tell
at he eould have placed the

(-]

an staked 10,000 euros at
1 to four and will collect
iros if Brazil lift the rophy.
Britain, where wagers
can be placed at a number of pri-
vately-owned chains, betting in
France fs more tightly controlled
with two franchises, one running
bets on horseracing, the other
Iuttelyand scratchcard games.

Hevenge the
h way

the way Spanish fans
- gthe playing of their
natiqnn! anthem the Marseillaise
before Tuesday's last 16 game only
m&tn give them added incen-
ﬂwemwmﬂ:emmch
they whistled at our
them they didn't
that it would only
us even more motivated,”

g ﬁﬁemus defender Lilian

Sn'lker'l'h!erry Henry described
the rival supporters’ behaviour as
shameful.

na'

"J've never seen that before in
_the World Cup. It's shameful that
their supporters reacted like that

during the Marseillaise.
. "Our fans didn't behave the
""'same way when thel? anthem was
played.”
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ABOUT TO TAKE OFF: Italy captain Fabio Cannavaro seems relieved after his side’s dying moment win over Australia in the round of 16 tie at the Fritz-Walter

Stadionin Kaiserslautern on Monday.

Sex, sleep and diet

AFP, Dutsburg

Italy captain Fabio Cannavaro has
put his excellent World Cup form
down to a good diet, plenty of sleep
and ahealthy sexlife,

The 32-vear-old Juventus
defender was outstanding in their
hard-fought 1-0 second round win
over Australia on Monday, which
earned them a place in the
quarterfinals.

Italy had to play with 10 men for
almost the entire second half after
Marco Marterazzi was sent off, but a
clean-living Cannavaro superbly
marshalled the defence as the
Azzurri keep their third clean sheet
in fourmatches.

“Far an athlete it's as important
how you behave off the pitch asyou
do on it,” Cannavaro said ar
Tuesday's press conference.

"Eating well, getting plenty of
sleep and having sex -- all of these
thingsare importiani.

"You body needs theright fuel o

keep going. 1 don't smoke and |

don'tdrink alcohol, I've never liked
it. 1live a normal, healthylife.

“I've been disciplined for many
years and thathas served mewell."

Asked how often he has sex,
Cannavaro replied: "Whenever 1
wantto, ithelpsme.”

Cannavaro, who has also played
for Pagpma and Inter Milan in Serie
A, blushed after he was told that
Italy goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon
had described him as the best
defender at theWorld Cup.

"That makes me feel good;" he
said. "Me and Gigi have played
together for many vears.

"We started out rtogether as
youngsters around the same time
and he's seen my developmentasa
player.

"He's knows my strengths and
my weaknesses. When a compli-
ment like that comes from some-
one like him, it's worth more to
me."

Cannavaro has been imperious
at the World Cup, but the Naples-
horn centre-back insisted coach
Marcello Lippi had to take a great
deal of credit for getting [taly to the
lasteight.

*He makes everyone  feel
invalved and is very atwentive,”
Cannavaro said.

“When something needs to be
‘said, he says it straight to your face.
Some like it and some don't, it
depends on the individual, but we
allknowwhere westand with him."

Cannavaro was angered by
suggestions that Italy, for whom
Francesco Totti's 95th-minute
penalty sealed victory against the
Aussies, were fortunate to be in the
quarterfinals.

It annoys me when people say
thatweare lucky,” he said.

"Against Australia we had six or
seven opportunities to score, and
peaplestill say we were lucky. It was
Australia who were lucky because
theyhad 11 menagainst 10."

WithAlessandro Nestanursinga
groin strain and Materazzi sus-
pended, Andrea Barzagli is
expected to start alongside
Cannavaro at the heart of Italy's
defence in Friday's quarter-final
against in Hamburg against the
Ukraine.

Barzagli came on as a substitute
against the Aussies and Cannavaro
has no doubts the 25-year-old
Palermo centre-back can handle
the pressure of making his first start
at theWorld Cup.

"I know he can doit,” Cannavaro
said.

Mr. Motivator vs Mr. Magoo

FIFAWORLD CUP

GERMANY
EEOOG

@

Sven-Goran Eriksson insists he will
i‘lﬁtbe maotivated by revenge when
he comes up against old foe Luiz
Felipe Scolari yet again. And that,
say the eritics, is part of his prob-
lem.

Eriksson and England have
been dumped out of two major
tournaments by teams coached by
Scolari, losing to Brazil in the 2002
World Cup before exiting to

Scolari, meanwhile, is revered by
Eriksson's critics because he is
everything that the undemonstra-
tive Swedeisn't.

‘I don't play. | don't score
goals,” said Scolari when asked to
sum up his input from the bench to
Portugal's bruising win aver the
Netherlands on Sunday.

“Sometimes the players look
outside and they see their group
through the face of their coach and
they know that even all those on
their bench are playing, Maybe |
can givean extra yard to a player on
the field that wins the game, That's
the spirit that I have. That is what |
have done with Portugal.”

Admirers of Scolari believe he
would have turned England’s
squad into a team of world-beaters
instead of serial under-achievers,
citing his larger-than-life personals
ity, tacrical nous and willingness
takedifficultdecisions.

At Euro 2004, Scolari substi-
mited Portugal's captain Luis Figo.
Eriksson, by contrast, continues to
regard the position of his captain
David Beckham as sacroscant
despite an undeniable waning of
the midiielder's powers.

Scolari is also seen as a vastly
superior tactician.

In both encounters between the
two coaches, Scolari has shown an

ability to think on his feet that has
left Eriksson floundering.

He reorganised Brazil superbly

when reduced to 10 men against
England in 2002 and made crucial
substitutions that changed the
course of the game in Lisbon two
Yearsago.

Scolari will need to draw on all
his improvisational powers once
more onSaturday as he attempisto
rebuild a midfield that has been
depleted by suspension to
playmaker Deco and holding
player Costinha.

Eriksson's last chance to put
one aver on Scolari might be just be
hisbest.

Messi won't
betray Barca

AFP, Barcelona

Argentine World Cup midfielder
Lionel Messi will never betray his
club Barcelona by jumping ship to
arch-rivals Real Madrid, his father
saidinareportonWednesday.

Jorge Messi, who with his family
fled the economic crisis enveloping
Argentina six years ago, was rebut-
ting claims by candidates in the
Madrid club’s presidential election
that they hoped to capture the (een-
aged prodigy.

Messi senior ruled out any possi-
bilityof his son moving to the capital,
Barcelona's Sport daily reported.

"It's been the same ever since I've
been here, the players are being
used,” Messisaid.

"Every one knows what is going
on, butyou can'tdo this at Barca. Leo
is very popular with the fans and
there will not be any kind of
betrayal.”

Barcelona fans will be worried by
the news having seenanotheroftheir
heroes, Portugal’s Luis Fign, make
thesame move in 2000,

Figo was denounced as a Judas
and even hada pig's head thrown at
him when he retumed to the Camp
Nou two years later in the colours of
Madrid.

The whole sorry affair prompted
an agreement between the two clubs
not to try to poach each other's
players but the current Real presi-
dential candidates are resorting (o
no-holds-barred electionegring (o
wintherace o the hotseat.

Depression

pushed Pessotto
over the edge

AFP, Rome

Work depression drove former Italy
international Gianluca Pessatto to
try to commit suicicle, his wife said
onWednesday.

On Tuesday, the 35-year-old
Juventus team manager, who was
appointed to the post only last
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'Roly Poly' and 'Pensioner

show their class
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AFP, Berlin

Twao of the most criticised players
during the World Cup finals
knocked another nail into the
coffinsoftheir critics on Tuesday as
Zinedine Zidane and Ronaldo
boosted France and Brazil into the
quarterfinals.

Zidane -- accused of being too
old and tired -- scored the third in
France's 3-1 win over Spain while
Ronaldo -- who had the usual
‘'he's too fat® critiques flung at
him -- scored the first in 4 3-0 win
over Africa’s last representatives,
Ghana,

In wdoing so the 29-year-old
Brazilian broke the record for
overall World Cup goals easing
onto 15 one ahead of Gerd Muller,
though, at 60 years of age 'Der
Homber' is not likely to be able to
reply with one of his own unless
some wonder drug is found in the
next four years.

Their victories means that
France will play Brazil on Saturday
with the latter bidding to avenge
the two last World Cup finals
defeats, on penalties in the 1986
quarter-finals and even more
shatteringly3-0inthe 1998 final.

Zidane was inspirational as
the 34-year-old fought, harried,
probed and then scored in a
fashion appropriate for a fellow
who could have been playing his

lastever match, as he is toretire at
the end of the campaign.
For Spain it was more heart-

still in there. They mayl

break as after playing some ofthe they are pmicng noted
finest foatball in the first phase Domenech, saying ]'le could-
and then raking the lead they n lw.mlnmmutch with Brazil.

were brought once again crashing
down to earth -- their hopes of
improving on their best ever
showing of fourth in 1950 brought
toajuddering halt.

While Ronaldo and Zidane's
progress meant that the old
malacticos elite of Real Madrid
were still very much alive, though
one will bow out on Saturday,

But it was more misery for
another of their generation as
Raul tasted World Cup disap-
pointment for the third succes-
sivetime,

However, for one Frenchman,
Thierry Henry, it is just as well
that he did not sign for Barcelona
as was touted as he would not
receive @ warm welcome from
Carles Puyol.

The Arsenal siriker's theatrical
collapse to the ground elutching
his face having not been touched
by Spanish defender Puyol led to
the second French goal.

The incident left France coach
Raymond Domenech slightly
bemused with.a forced smile on
his face.

“We were admirable on all
levels, courageous, reactive,
solid, intelligent, lucid and
patient,” insisted the 54-year-old,
who once again reverted 1o his
one striker policy, ditching David
Trezeguet.

"Patrick Vieira was written off,

"It's for matehes li% that that
we are here.

For his Spanish €gunterpart
Luis Aragones, it wis i@ case of
being the umpteenth national
coach for the Iberian side to have
to step forwardand explain why a
country bursting with talent had
failed to step up tothe plate.

"We made two mistakes and
paid dearly for them, " said the 67-
year-old nicknamed the "Wise
man of Hortaleza',

"There are very young players
in this team who must learn
lessons from matches such as
these,” he added as the Spanish
challenge fell apart.

Ronaldo struck early to give
the five-time champions the ideal
start but again their play was far
from convincing or flowing with
Ronaldinho especially
underwhelming.

However, despite at times the
Ghanaians showing good flowing
football the defending champions
just had enough fo move into the
last eight andigive skipper Calu a
World Cup record 16th win in what
was a national record 19th ap pear-
ance at the finals. "I want more and
more and more!” bgamed the
toothy Ronaldoy afterwards, and
this time he was not asking for
morefood but goals.

France will bé haoping that that
wishis not granted on Saturday.

DP, Zambhrotia visit Pessotio

AFP, Turin

Ttaly pluye-rs Alessandro Del Piero
and Gianluca Zambrotta flew back
to Turin on Tuesday to visit

Gianluca Pessotto in hospital after
the former international's appar-
entsuicide attempt.

Juventus team-mates Del Piero
and Zambrotta were accompanied
by the national team's assistant
coach Ciro Ferrara as they took a
private jet back to the northermn

. [talian city.

The three of them, who all
played with Pessotto at Juventus,

were due to fly back to Germany on
Tuesday evening

Earlier Tuesday, & press confer-
ence with Italy captain Fabio
Cannavaro was cutshortafter news
about Pessotto, who is believed to
have been suffering from depres-
sion, came filtering through.

Italy's assistant press officer
Stefano Balducei received a call as
Cannavaro talked to the mediaand
said there had been some bad news
abour Pessatte. )

He then got up and left hastily
wgether with thelralyskipper.

Cannavaro, later expressed his

“iMockat thenews,

"Lam uhsululi.lyshultured by the
news,” sald jthe/ 32-year-old, who
alsoplaysforluventus,

"Pebsotta is the most adorable
man in the world.*

Italy's hardman central defender
Marco Materazzi was alsoinshock.

"He is our friend, we are worried
for him ane hope that he will be
better soon,” sald the 32-year-old
Inter Milan defender, who has had
an up and down World Cup scoring
in the 2-0 win over the Czech
Republic and then being sent-oifin
the 1-0 second rauncl victory over
Australia.

The mood at the ltaly camp had
previously been buayant after their
1-0 win against Ausfralia an
Monday which enrned them a place
intheWorld Cupquarterfinals.

Pessotto, who became team
manager of scandal-hit Serie A club
Juventus after retiring in May, was in
a serious condition after jumping
from his Turin office window on
Tuesday.
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