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Order re-established

AFP, Berlin
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The World Cup in Germany has
confounded predictions that the
power base of football has shifted
and made the 2002 tournament in
Asialooklike a quirk of history,

The quarterfinal qualifiers four
years ago were: Brazil, England,
Germany, Senegal, Spain, co-hosts
South Korea, Turkey and the United
States.

Senegal were World Cup debu-
tants, South Korea had never wona
World Cup match in their history
before co-hosting the tournament,
Turkey were in unchartered terri-
tory and the Americans scemed
astonished to have gotso far.

Fast forward fouryears.

Brazil, England and Germany are
inthelasteightagain butthe similari-
tieswith 2002 end there.

Thisyear'slineup is completed by
Argentina, Prance, ltaly, Portugal and
Ukraine, who between them have
won six of the 17 World Cups con-
tested. B

While Ukraine are not a recog-
nised power, it is hard to describe the
former Soviet republic as a surprise
quarter-finalist when they have one
of the world's most expensive striks
ers, the 30-million-pound (54.5-
million-dollar] Chelsea recruit
AndriyShevchenko, intheirranks.

Senegal and Turkey failed to even
gualify for the 2006 finals and the

United States went out with a whim-
perinthe firstround.

FIFA President Sepp Blatter said:
“I thinkitis a pity that the old powers
from South America and Europe
havedominated.™

The questionis, why?

There 1§ the undoubted advan-
tage for the European teams of play-

Nesta ruled out

AFP, Duishurg

Italy's central defender Alessandro
Nesta confirmed Wednesday he
will not play in their World Cup
quarter-final against the Ukraine
after failing to recover from a groin
injury.

The 30-year-old, who missed
Ttaly's 1-0 second round win
against Australia, is hopeful of
being fit for the semi-finals should
the Azzurri advance.

"I' visited a clinic here in
Duisburg and there's still some-
thing not right," Nesia said at a
press conference here two days
ahead of) their last eight clash
against Ukraine in Hamburg.

"It has improved a great deal,
but I' can't play in this match.
However I'm confident of making
the next one if we get there. The
doctor has given me some hope,”

SEE PAGE 18 COL 8

ingin theirown time zone inweather
conditionstheyare used to, although
the unseasonally high 30-degree
heat in Germany should have suited
teams from the southern hemi-
sphere,

Oneimportant factor was a niling
by, world governing body FIFA that
the European club season must end
byMay 15, allowing players some rest
before embarking on the World Cup
that started on July9.

Buropean players complained of
being tired in 2002 while the South
Korean players seemed fresh in
comparison.

And then there is the dollop of
luck that all teams must have, Italy
and Spain complained long and hard
that referceing decisions went
againsttheminAsia.

Asian football, especially, has
suffered asetbackin Germany.

Japan reached the last 16 in 2002
under the disciplinarian coach
Philippe Troussier, but their players
have falled to make major inroads
intothemajor Europeanclubs.

After crashing out in the first
round in Germany, Japan's curment
coach Zico, a star of Brazil in the
19805, said more Japanese players
needed to play abroad if the
nationalteamwere toimprove,

"We cannot be successful in the
World Cup with our abilities lim-
ited to the level of Asia," Zico said.
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Youthfulvigouris always cherished
but to fulfil its dreams, you need a
touch of experience, Ask the 'fat’
Honaldo or an ‘old' Zinedine
Zidane, they will tell you with a
smile that 'classis forever'.

And didn't we have enough
proof on Tuesday when the round
of 16, following one afterother drab
match produced by conservative
teams not willing to lose, exploded
into life? Yes, | am talking about the
Brazil-Ghana and France-Spain
matches, sight for bleary and sore
eyes after affairs such as England-
Ecuador, Italy-Australia and
Ukraine-Switzerland.

It's sad to think that adventur-
ous and exciting teams like Ghana
and Spain will no more play any
partin the World Ctp, which is now
down to eight teams and as many
games, if you consider the third-
place play-off areal match.

As ithad been expected, the last
of the Africans remaining at
Germany 2006 gave defending
champions Brazil a run for their
money even though they were

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

interesting
WC facts

* Switzerland exited the 2006 World
Cujpwithout conceding agoall After
defending for 390 minutes (270
mins in Ist round and 120 mins in
the 2nd) they lost to Ukraine in the
tie-breakers.
* Argentina and France are the two
teamns that won in the Round of 16
coming from behind. Mexico took
an early lead against Argentina
while France came from behind
SEE PAGE 18 COL 5
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It does not come much bigger than
Germany versus Argentina -- a
match-up steeped in World Cup
history that will bring the host
countryto astandstill on Friday,

The quarterfinal clash in

‘Berlin's Olympic Stadium will
evoke memories of 1986 and 1990
whenWest Germany and Argentina
faced each other in successive
World Gup finals.

A Diego Maradona inspired
Argentina defeated West Germany
3-2 in 1986 but four years later the
Gurmans gained revenge witha 1-0
winin Rome.

Thatwas the last time Germany
defeated Argentina - with the South
Americans enjoying two wins since
- and their current coach Jurgen
Klinsmann, a member of the victo-
rious 1990 team, hopes to change
thatin Berlinon Friday.

“Argentina are a great team but
we can compete with them and 1
am sure we can beat them,”
Klinsmann said.

"From what 1 have seen of the
other countries in this tournament
we do not need to hide from any-
one.”
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\Clash of the tita

Hosts Germany have won four
matches in a row to surge into the
last eight and kept three consecu-
tive clean sheetsin the process.

Klinsmann's strikers are also
firing on all cylinders with Miroslav
Klose leading the goalscoring
charts with four while junior part-
ner Lukas Podolskiis on three.

With fan power driving themon,
Germany believe a fourth World
Cup title is possible but Argentina
share thesame ambition.

"Against Germany, we have to
win -- however we can,” Argentina
captain Juan Pablo Sorin said.
"We're playing a contender to win
it, and all of the fans will be against

s,

~"Let's hope we can surprise
them with the experience of having
played more important games in
the lastseveral years.”

Without competitive matches
for two years many thought
Germany would be rusty but they
look anything but, and have
delighted the home fans with
attacking football you would not
normally associate with German
teams,

It is an intriguing contest
between Germany's fit, spirited,
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young team of relati
and Argentina's yo
forward line, comple
heads such as Robert
Sorin. :
Playmaker Juan
Riquelme is seen as the
makes Argentina tick but
say hewillnot be man-
"We cannot make them
concentrating on ong.
Argentina have a lot of
can decide the game®
Germany's defensive
Torsten Frings. bE!
"l can not imag
around after Riqu{:lm"e {
utes,”

just fuur Argentines witl
potential to turn the game on its
head.

Despite failing to beat alfpcbg
nised top nation since Octobnt
2000 - when they defeated Es
1-0 in the final match at We
Stadium - Germany nre
confidence. .

"We do not Eeal‘ a
Argentina are a top class i
deserve our respect but
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Spanish curs
again

strike

AFEP, Berlin

They came to the World Cup billed
asthe great underachievers,

After sliding out to France,
Spain go home with the same label
stuck on their suitcases and this
time the early exit was almost as
painful as their loss four years
earlier around later on penalties to
South Korea.

Yet the pain in Spain is not
unpredictable.

Itwas ever thus.

In throwing away the early
advantage of David Villa's first-half
penalty to bow out to French goals
from Franck Ribery, Patrick Vieira
and resuscitated galactico
Zinedine Zidane the Spaniards
simply revertedtotype,

Thiswas to have been the break-
through year for "la furia”, the year
that young guns such as Villa and

Fernando Torres, Cesc Fabregas
and Sergio Ramos were to dovetail
with the experienced heads of Raul
and Carles Puyol.

Instead, the great chance went
begging, to the consternation of
the players who had seen France as
ripe for the picking, ending Spain's
long wait for a first competitive
victoryovertheir neighbours,

“I'don't think the final scoreline
was an accurate reflection of what
happened,” insisted coach Luis
Aragones after Spain's first defeat
in26 games.

"It was a very even game - but
theirequaliser hit us badly,

"We've got a young side and
they gave everything but in the
knockout phase we lacked that
competitiveedge.”

Aragones said that he took
“responsibility as I am the one
mainly to blame for the fact we are

alwaysrankasa failure.

"T'will carryoncoachiﬁg' ! but1
don't know where,” he added,
suggesting it might be time for a
newmanat the helm fanumzﬂﬁB
when Spain's curreulm_‘o

that they will surely be i
favourites.
Goalkeeper Iker G -
tered after long-time” ; g

clubrnate Zidane emphéﬁca]]?
ended the dream with the third
French goal, apologised to Spain's
legions of fans, some of the

torero (bullfighting) garb.
"That is another World Cup.
gone and another big tournament

we let slip away, We didn't'playas.
well as we did in our other games
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LOOK WHAT HAS HE DONE: Spanish fans in Madrid react in anguish after France captain Zinedine Zldam :cored a
last-gasp goalto give his side a thumping 3-1 win over Spain in Hanover on Tuesday.

upper class now costs only Tk.150%*

line rent af_,nd call charges are 19% less than other operators

“ » socurity deposit applicable

" For more information dial 100 or 0191304100

banglalink

upper class




