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KNOCK-OUT KICK: Italian talisman Francesco Totti takes the absolute last-gasp penalty-kick that secured Italy's
qualification to the quarterfinals at Fritz-Walter-Stadion in Kaiserslautern on Monday.
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INTERNET, urclatecd

What goes around comes around in
soccer, but sometimes it takes four
years to completethe journey.

[taly’s Franeesco Tott erased his
bitter memories of the 2002 World
Cup with one swing of his right leg
Monday, sending home a penalty
kick as time expired to lift the Azzurri
past Australia 1-0 and into the
quarterfinals against Ukraine. That
the winnercame against a Socceroos
team coached by Guus Hiddink
midethe reversalevensweeter.

Hiddink guided the 2002 South
Korean national team thar elimi-
nated [taly 2-1 in overtime in the
second round en route to the semifi-
nals, Totti was sent off with his sec-
ond yellow card in extra time in that
match, Minutes later Jung Hwan Ahn
scored the winning goal with the
man advantage. Totti atoned for that
painful memory Monday.

"Taday, we showed we have the
right mentality to go along way," he
said. "o get results; you have to use
yourhead, and we did.”

Totti's latest peak fits in neatly,
with the ups and downs in the 29-
year-old's career. A starter with his
hometown Roma team in Serle A
since he was 16, he is revered for
spurning offers to join larger and
momesuccesstul clubs.

But in the 2004 European
Championships, Totti spat at a
Danish player, petulance that cost
him a three-game suspension aned
contributed to [taly’s embarrassing
eliminationingroup qualifying.

Still, Totti was considered a vital
part of the 2006 national team, and
when he broke his left leg in league
play in February, the country went
into a funk. Despite having eight
serews inserted (o stabilize the bone,
‘Totti recovered ahead of schedule
and was selected by coach Marcello
Lippi.

"We will wait for him because we
needhim," Lippisaid.

After starting against Czech
Republic in Traly's group-clinching
victory, Totti began on the bench
ugainstAustralia, enteringin the 75th
minute.

Totri accepied the qguasi-
demotion but was ready when the
callcame.

"Lippi came to see me this after-
noon and explained why he was
Ieaving me out," Torti said Moneliay: *1

Hedeptlon for Totti

have no problem with that. He
showed faith in meand picked mefor
thesquad.”

Playing a man down and having
used wll three of his substitutions,
Lippi planned o use a 4-4-1 forma-
tion in extra time with Totti moving
frommidiield tostrker,

ot made that a moot paoint,
although there was nervousness on
the [talian sideline before his kick
because of his history of trying cute
chipshotsinthosesituations.

_“Itold Totti on the bench, 'l hope
vou don't do one of your famous
shots,' " Lippisaid. "(His teammates)
werevery nervous about thar.”

Azzurri keeper Gianluigi Buffon
wits thinking of that heartbrenk vs. a
Hiddink-coached team when the
game seemed destined, for extra
tme "You think back to Korea and
you go, 'Oh, no, not again,' " Buffon
safck, "I didn't have the courage o
look (at'Toti's kick).”

No worries. Totti's shot was hard
and true, catching the upper left
comerof the netand sending ltaly to
the quarterfinals for the first time
since 1998, A victory against Ukraine
could send the Azzurmi to the semifi-
nalsfor thefirsttime since 1990.

“Thadnointentionoftryingachip
shot with the penalty,” Totti said. "1
Wils justeoncentrating onscoring.”

England unfazed

performances
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'b,‘_f" FIFA WORLE CUP

AFP, Baden-Baden

Rio Ferdinand has defended
England’s slow start to the World
Cup and is confident they will raise
their game against Portugal in
Saturday's quarter-final show-
down.

The Manchester United centre-
half has been one of the few pluses
for England so Far this tournament,
and he shook off a groin strain (o
help his team secure a 1-0 win over
Ecuadorin thesecond rouncd.

But although England's perfor-
mance against the South
Americans was one ol their worstof
the tournament, Ferdinand is
adamant that from now onit is only
results thatmatter.

"Everyone keeps talking about
performances, performances,
performances -- butit's results that
wintournaments,” Ferdinand said.

“The performance is a bonus.
And that's how we look at it If we
get a good performance that's
fantastic because that's what we
aim for.

"Hut if it doesn't come and we
ger the right result, who's going to
cryaboutthar?”

Ferdinand said the fact that
England's football had failed o ser
the tournament alight in the way
that others teams have was not a
COnCer.

"1 think you'd rather be playing
well towards the end of this tourna-
ment than be playing well at the
beginning if you had a choise,®
Ferdinand saicd.

"Iedeally you'dliketo play wellall
the way through but I think you've
seen in the past that a lot of teams
stareslow and then get afull head of
steam at the end when they get (o
thefinal.

"Wedon't carehow we getto the
final, we'll take that.” .

Even so Ferdinand admitred
that England were well aware that
theywerenot firing on all cylinders.

"We put ourselves under pres-
sure to perform and our biggest
critics are ourselves. The media's
criticism could nevercompete with
that.

"We're professionals and we
want to make sure we play well,
We're more self-critical than you
guyscould everbe towards us.

“ledoes goin one ear and itdoes
get listened to, but you can be sure
our own criticism will be a lot
worse."

Ferdinand's stance was echoed
by England coach Sven-Goran
Eriksson, who said thar the history

3

af the World Cup showed that
feams, which began the tourna-
mentwell, do not necessarily goon
towin thetitle.

The best example of World Cup
slow burners were Ttaly in 1982,

whao swept to victory in Spain after

suddenly catching fire in the
second round after a dismal stare
to the competition.

England epach Sven-Goran
Eriksson believes that [Italy's
triwmph paints a truerpicture of
what is needed to win.

"I 'dan't remember any team
whao started the World Cup per-
fectly and played brilliantly in all
seven games and won in big style
every rime," said Eriksson.  "You
always have to suffer in a big
tournament like this. Look at
Argentina -- they couldn't get
past Mexicoin 90 minutes,

"So I'mnotconcerned, I'm the
apposite -- I'm very happy,”
Eriksson said.

"We haven't played our best
football yer and we're in the quar-
ter-final.'Sa that's grear. We have-
n't voneceded any goals in open
play.We conceded two really stupid
goals against Sweden [rom set
piecesand that'sall.

“If we can perform as we know
that we can [ think we have a really
good chance.”

grass

INTERNET, undated

Paul Robinson claims the dry
German pitches are hnrtlng
England's passing game.

Robinson admits the team h.as
not played well during their World
Cup campaign and believes the best
Isyetto come. ra

‘The Tottenham goalkeeper said:
"The conditions have made it hire
forus.

"I think we are finding the
pitches particularly difficult
because they are not putting water
onthem.

“It's slowing our passing game
down, We are finding it hard togeta
rhythm.

England overcame Ecuador on
Sunday in the first knock-out round
to set up a quarter-final clash with
Portugal, in Gelsenkirchen on
Saturday.

Rabinson said: "I wouldn't say
we are particularly pleased with the
way we are playing.

"We're getting results and we
haven't played as well as we would
liketoplay.

"I think we are finding it very
difficult to get our passing game
going,

"We got into the last 16 without
producing whatwe know isourbest.

"Ecuador, along with the Sweden
game, was probably one of the
better performances we've hgﬁbut
we still feel there's more o come
fromthe team.

“The players we have got will rise
to the occasion.

"We've not lost a game yet, we're
through to the last eight. As long as
we keep winning that's the impot-
tantthing.”

French official

FROM PAGE 22
of England and Russia’s Valentin
Ivanov.

Saules said he attributed their
errors to the fact that the referees
were now required to be too close
to the action, meaning officials
were chosen more for their physi-
cal condition than their judge-
ment.

"The referees are in perfect
physical condition, but the claser
theyareto theball, theless theycan
see.

"The referees (for the World
Cup) are made to train as if théy
were in the army every day. They
are running oo much and Fam nog
sure thatisthe best thing."

FIFA President Sepp Blatter
criticised Ivanov's handling of
Portugal’s stormy 1-0 win over
Netherlands in which the Russian
showed a World Cup record four
redl cards and 16 yellow.

“The referee’s actions harmed
what could have been an exeellent
footballmatch,"” Blatter said.

The referees’ committes is due
to meet onWednesday to name the
officials for the guarterfinal
mitches.

FROM PAGE 19
the players.

"I think we have used the atmo-
sphere to pump us up and we start
very fast,” Metzelder explained.
"Emaotions are running high and
weusethem.”

For the first time in the coun-
try's history a sports psychologist,
Hans-Dieter Hermann, has been
employed to prepare the Germans
mentally.

"Every player needs astrategy to
help him prepare,” said Hermann.

Germany have

FROM PAGE 19
in the second round on Saturday.
"We're fully fit and I'm sure we
won'thave to reduce ourinteénsityon
Friday ar all,” Klinsmann saic. *In
fact, we're going to step thingsup.
Germany have already brought
ane negative run to an end at this
Waorld Cup, when a 1-0 victory over
Poland gave them their first win
over a fellow European team at the
finals oftheWorld Cup or European
Championship in 10 years.

Germany

FROM PAGE 19
"We're hungry for success. We
weren't far off beating Argentina in
the Confederations Cup,” said
Klinsmann in allusion to last year's
semi-final loss on penalties, before
the Argentines went on to a 4-1
drubbing by Brazil.

“We want to be out there on July
9," the dateof the final.

Back at Huntington Beach,

they're just a few weeks away from |

the annual Huck Finn Fishing Detby,
where competitors dress up as char-
acters from Mark Twain novels and-
look to land the biggest fish. ;

Two years ago, the talk baek in
Germany was of Klinsmann being
out ofhis depth, but havingslipped
ever more comfortablyinto coach-
ing garb, he has cast his rod into
Warld Cup waters to haul in Costa
Rica, Poland, Ecuadorand Sweden.

If he beaches the Argentines,
he'll be angling for a place in his-
tory behind Franz Beckenbauer
and Mario Zagallo, the only men to
get winners medals around their
necks as playerand coach.
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The dramatic climax of Italy's 1-0
victory over Australia on Monday
proved too much for China's mast
popular television commentator,
who departed from his normal
objectivity with a passionate paean
to Italian football.

Huang Jianxiang, who was

commentating for an audience of _~Hiddink, whose South Ko

millions on the state-run CCI
was unable to control his enthusi-
asm when Fabio Grosso went down
in a challenge and a last-minute
penalty was awarded to the
Italians.

"Penalty! Penalty! Penalty!” he
screamed. "Grosso's done it,
Grosso's doneit!

“The grear ltalian left back! He
succeeded in the glorious tradi-
tions of Italy! Facchetti, Cabrini
and Maldini, their souls are infused
in him atthis moment!

"Grosso represents the long

history and traditions of lalian
soceer, he's not fighting alone at
thismoment! He's notalone!™

Chinese television audiences,
expected to rise to an accumulated
total of 10 billion before the end of
the tournament, are not often
served up such South American-
style passion and Huang's bias has
provoked a storm of controversy in
themedia.

More was to come when
Francesco 1orti converted the
penalty o win the match and
Huang had a special mention for
AuStralia’'s Putch coach Guus
req side
knocked Italy out of the last World
Cup.

"Goooooal! Game over! [taly
win! Beat the Australians!" he
shouted. his voice now breaking.
"They do not fall infrontof Hiddink
again! Italy the great! Left back the
great! Happy bisthday to Maldini!
Forza Italiat

"The victory belongs to Italy, to
Grosso, to Canpavaro, Lo
Zambrotta, o Buffon, 10 Maldini,
to everyone whao loves ltalian soc-
cerl”

"Hiddink ... lost all his courage

faced with Iltalig
traditions.... He
which he had so
home, They don
away as Australi
arelivingin Europi

An unapolo
said he could no
he had said in
moment and
Italy was because

players .., and
Australians indeed,*
hU]lmgthl-y d t[ohstﬂ‘yﬁ

frum the next World' Cllp wiﬂcm;-
test for one of their qunmmﬂﬂn
Spots,

"Do you remember huw Bhitla
were blocked from going (6 the
Spain World Cup in @ gqualifier in
19817" Huang said. '

"It was a team just like Australia,
all of whom werefiving and playing
in England but with New Zealand
passports. It still hurs ... and in
2009, Australia will be just like New'
Zealand at that time”

Goaches learn to cope
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REUTERS, Berlin

Coaches under pressure from the
heavy expectations of fans and
media back home have found a
wide variety of ways to cope with
tension on the touchline at the
World Cup -- smoking, jumping,
cursing and even prowling.

Managing a team at the finals
has always been a health hazard
but Mexico's Ricardo La Volpe
increased the risks by chain-
smoking on the bench -- until FIEA
told him to stop.

The intense pressure in Mexico
on the Argentine-born coach to
ensure his team progressed in the
tournament, with critics wanting
him sacked regardless, may help
explain La Volpe's unusual habit
of blowing smuke at his reserve
players.

But La Volpe is not the unl}r
coach under serutiny back home
to have left his mark on the side-
lines,

Germany's Juergen Klinsmann
has been reincarnated as the
elated striker he was a decade ago,
celebrating goals with athletic
jumps high into the air, {lailing
arms and euphoric hugs with the
restof his team.

"You just catch the fever with
them," Klinsmann said,

He began his coaching in 2004
with a studied seriousness, smil-
ing and pumping a clenched fist
after goals.

But now he seems like a player
once again, explading with joy

that seems to uncork the tension
after two years of battering from a
myriad of German critics and
second-guessers.

"There are so many emotions
on the bench," the 41-year-old
said. "I'm obviously not out there
shooting myself. But 'm just
happy. The further we go, the mare
youexcited you ger.”

Klinsmann has been no match
for Portugal's Brazilian-born
coach Luiz Felipe Scolari, how-
ever.

The emotional Scolari has
prowled his technical area like a
tiger, bringing a heightened sense
of "gamesmanship” by whipping
up a storm and doing everything
to give histeam an advantage.

"Sometimes it is like war...l am
used rto that," Scolari said after
beating Netherlands 1-0 to raach
the quarter-finals,

At the other end of the emo-
tional spectrum, ‘Sweden coach
Lars Lagerback remained the
epitome of Scandinavian tran-
quility even after his fancied team
were ousted by hosts Germany 2-
0.

Lagerback showed almaost no
emotion before flving home as his
team’s golden era drew (o a pre-
mature close, accompanied by a
good old-fashioned bashingin the
Swedish mecia,

But Lagerback kepr his coel,
calmly fending off calls for his
head at a news conference in
Bremen on Sunday. He looked
more like an unflappable accoun-
tant than a maligned coach and
said he would not quit because he
isstill under contract.

He added that medig had exag-
gerated expectations.

"Kick Lagerback” was a head-
linein Sweden's EXpressen daily.

"He's a competent tactician,”
wrote the Aftonbladet, "But cow-'
ardly, cautious ame wnaknes&;ag
havelong plaguedh Hsteams.”
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Portugal coach Luiz Felipe Scolari makes a point as he speaks to the media at the team hof



