his side nor India
le of delivering the
punch in their Test series
dTestended in adraw.

1 292 for victory, India
1298 for four in their second
whgq the two sides
t was pointless to con-
st day with three

ate at Warner

Lara told rEpurterb it showed
that both teams were lacking fire-
powerinthesecond innings.
gua and St Lucia, India
could not get us out, and now in
this Test, we cmlld not get India
out. hami

were a few testing

s, but it was an intriguing
i we have move on to the

final mateh i fJamaicanow.”

India captain’ Rahul Dravid

tl instead to focus on his

lingqualities.

5 has been very com-

d this Test match was

pteresting, " hesaid.

st Indies got a good first

tathe wall.

ht losing a few quick

y on the fourth morm-
USOs under a bit of pressure,

hut I thinkwe did well to fight back

andforeeadraw:”

Larafelt it was agood comeback
for his side, following the tense
finishes they had endured in the
first two Tests, where they narrowly
escapedwith draws,

b | am very proud of the way the
guys played,” he said. "Chris Gayle
and Daren Ganga set us up at the
beginningof the match with a solid
opening partnership, and

Sarwan got a hundred
whil:h good.

"Il.'was really exciting cricket for
usover the firsttwo or three days.

"We knew we were in a good
position in which we could force a
win and, unfortunately, this did not
happen, but we were in front and
we stayed in front for the majority
ofthemaich."

Lara felt there were a few
chances and half chances that they
should have made count in the Test
but he paid tribute to his oppo-
nents.

“Theyellilyedmll and we fought
the best we could," he said. "We
have tamove on and tukesomesort
confidenceout to Jamaica and look
forthewin.

"It's been a gaﬂd ground for us
against India, and so we will be
looking forawinthere." |

Dravid reckoned that his side
were up to the challenge of a chase
on the last day and with a bit more
luck could have come close.

Ditl-—ll Know‘l

For the first Iima In 22 years, the holders
Argentina lost their opening malch [n the
1982 FIFA World Cup, beaten 1-0 by
Belgium.

Malcolm Speed
{ce ;chiefexecutive)

na s the world’s most populous
country and the I€C would like ro
support crickerin China as much as
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) WIMBLEDON

AFP, London

Roger Federer and Martina Hingls
provided Switzerlahd with the
perfect World Cup hangover cure
with stylish, winning starts to their
Wimbledon campaigns on
Tuesday.

A day after the Swiss football
team failed 1o convert a single
penalty in a shoot-out against
Ukraine, warld number one
Federer scarcely misséd a shot as
he took out his Frustration on

unfortunate Frenchman Richard

Gasquet.

The 20-year-old was not given
even the faintest whift of a chance
to get into the contest as Fedérer
completed the rain-interrupted
match 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 win in just ong
hour, 12 minutes.

It was a performance that
extended Federer's winning run on
grass to a record 42 matches, pass-
ing the mark he had previgusly
shared with Bjorn Borg.

Ominously for those seeking to
stop the Swiss star’s bid for a fourth
consecutive Wimbledon title,
Federer could not recall opening
any Grand Slamin better form.

"It was one of the toughest
draws 1have had so to come up and
play as well as I did, particularly
over two days, lwasveryhappy,” he
said.

"I don't know if it was my best
first round display but it is up
there."

Hingis's straight sets victory
over Ukrainian Olga Savehuk also
represented a milestone with the
former world number one making
her firstappearanceon the lawns of
the All England Club for five years,

Like her compatriot, Hingis
wasted no time wrapping up her
rain-interrupted first round match
6-2, 6-2, 24 hours after the contest
was hit by the rain that washed out
mostofMonday'splay.

Hingis, who won here as a 16-
year-old in 1997, resuimed playing
at the end of 2005, three years after
retiring, and has defied the odds by
re-establishing herseli as a force to
be reckoned with in the women's
game.

"It's nice to be back," she said,
before revealing that she had done
most of her preparation for her
return to the grass on an indoor
COUE.

1 think that's somehow my
secretand [don't thinkl'mthe only
ane,” she said. "When Andre
(Agnssi) won hé was practising
indoors, Somehow it gets your
rechniqueback together.

"It's quicker, the bounce is right
and you don't have all the outside
effects. I need to get some rhythm
before I go out there and play
because it kind of messes up your
rechnigue.”

On her last appearance in
southwest London, Hingis lost in
the first round to the unheralded
Spaniard Virginia Ruano Pascualin
what was one of the biggest shocks
inthehistory ofthe tournament.

A repeat of that kind of upser
wits never on the cards this time
around with the 25-year-old mas-

‘tering @ more powerful opponent

with the ouch and range of shots
that allowed her o dominate her
Sport asateenager.

Third seed Justine Henin-
Hardenne, who is bidding (o win
the only Grand Slam that has
eluded her, was absolutely ruthless
in her 6-0, 6-1 demalition of

China's Yuan Meng, who simply
could not cope with the pace of the
Belgian's groundstrokes.

"l was very consistent, very
agpressive. It was just the kind of
match you need in the first round,”

SPORT

A stylish Swiss start

Henin reportec.

Twelith seed Thomas Johansson
was the biggest casualty in the early
action, although his four-set defeat
at the hands of his vastly experi-
enced compatriot Jonas Bjorkman
dicinotcomeasamajor surprise.

Gael Monfils, the 21stseed, also
went out, beaten in four sets by
Russian Igor Kunitsyn.

After rain washed out all but 35
minttes of play on Monday, the
distinction of being the first winner
af the 2006 Championships fell to
Czech Kveta Peschke, a 6-3, 6-0
winrer over Kristina Brandi.

Peschke's reward was a second
round meeting with former US
Open champion Svetlana
Kuznetsova, who despatched
Italian Romina Oprandi 6-3, 6-2.

With fine weather expected for
the rest of the week, organisers
were hoping to have their match
pragramme back on schedule by
theend ofWednesday,

Monday's washout cost the All
England Club one million pounds
with almost 33,000 fans entitled to
afullrefundfortheir tickets,

FHOTO: AFP

Martina Hingis of Switzerland makes a forehand return to Ukraine's Olga
Savchuk an the second day of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships on

Tuesday.
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De Telegraal newspaper on
‘Tuesday.

"Ifagreat player of the calibre of
Kalou was available and the man-
ager of my club turned him away,
he would have to face the conse-
quences. The same applies for
Verdank,” said the man who led his
country to the 1974 final in which
they lost toWest Germany.

NotforCologne

Switzerland striker Marco Streller
was furious with the crowd in
Cologne as his nation was elimi-
nated by Ukraine in a penalty
shootouton Monday.

"People were singing 'Lukas
Podolski' or 'Germany is heading
for the final'. They showed a total
lack ofrespect,” Streller fumed.

He said FIFA was to blame for
selling, in his words, "95 percent of
the tickets to Germans, while Swiss
fans had trouble findingany”,

Streller's criticism might guar-
antee him a rough ride when the
club season starts - he plays for FC
Cologne.

Biased

OneofChina'sleading TV commen-
rators sparked controversy when he
abandoned all neutrality in Italy's
close-runwinover Australia.

"Viva Italia," Huang Jianxiang
shouted after Franceso Totti's
penalty in the final seconds ended
Australian hopes on Monday.

“There is no need [or them to go
home because most of them live in
Europe, Goodbye,” he added.

Opinion Is divided on Chinese
Internet discussion sites about his
clear support for Italy. Some viewers
wanthim sacked, othersapprove.

Award for Ecuador

Ecuador's squad are to receive a
special award for their World Cup
showing next. Monday from
President Alfredo Palacio after
their battling run to the second
phase, a government spokesman
saidonTuesday.

Coach Luis Fernando Suarez
and his 23 players are to be given a
state reception at the presidential
palace, secretary of state for com-
munication, Enrique Proano, said.

“President Palacio will decorate
the players and then host a lunch
for them and their families,"
Proano said.

Ecuador beat Poland and Costa
Rica beforelosing o Germany inthe
group stage from which they quali-
fied for the first time on only their
second appearance in the finals
after 2002, In the second round a
David Beckham freekick for
England undid their hopes of fur-
ther progressas they wentout -0,
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top right hand corner of the
Australian net. As far as penalties go,
itdoesn‘tgetany betterthan that.
And what made it worse was
thatitwasthe lastkick ofthe game.
The prospective outcome could
have been oh so different though
when the Ialians were downed (0
ten men. And in the interest of
fairness it must be said thatit wasa
very harsh sending off as Marco
Materazzi was definitely not the
last man with the onrushing Luca
Zambrottaclose on hisheels,
However as they have proved so
often, the [talians rose to the occa-
sion with ten men. Fabio
Cannavaro who has so often been
the spine of the [talian team,
showed his class again with an
imperious performance at the back
marshallingthe team onwards,

The Aussies pressed and must .

be marked high for heart and effort
but if there was to be a winner in
normal timeitlpoked like being the
Italians. IF we had gone to extra
time it would have been a different
story but as it was [taly stole victory
in the most heartbreaking of cir-
cumstances.

Over in Cologne, the Swiss and
Ukraine played out a moderately
sprightly tie, which saw both sides
press hard but never really come
close to clinching the victory.

Even extra time was not enough
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eeth he has over the past year added
anEnglish Premiership title to hisCV
with Chelsea, after a loan spell in-
between imes withAC Milan.

He put all thoughts of club
friendship aside when Argentina
saw off teammate Didier Drogba's
Ivory Coast in the group phase and
then played another starring rolein
the 6-0 swamping of Serbia and
Montenegro, a backheel gratefully
seized on by Esteban Cambiasso
for & goal which had the purists
drooling.

Crespo later bagged one of his
own having opened Argentina’s

‘goalcampaign with the first against

Drogha's men - the third World Cup
finals in a row he had scored in
Argentina's opening match,

Another pair against Germany
and Argentina will likely be on
course for a potential final against
Brazil. Equally important for
Crespa's personal standing -- he
would then go level with
Maradena, revered by the current
squad, inthe goal stakes.

o separate the sides and both
Alexander Frei and Andriy
Shevehenko looked well short of
theirbest.

It went on to the lottery of the
penalty shootouts and even though
Shevehenko had his shot saved by
Paseal Zuberbuehler (to complete
ashoddy evening) itwas left o man
of the match, goalkeeper,
Oleksandr Shavkovskyi to pull of
two saves ro secure the East
Europeans passage into the
quarterfinals. Tranquillo Barnetta
hit the bar to complete the Swiss
misery as they failed to convert any
oftheirspot-kicks.

So it means that we have our
surprise package of the World Cup
with Ukraine and they consigned
the Swiss to an exit. The Swiss for
their part became the first team to
exit the World Cup without even
conceding a single goal. Maybe
finding the opponents net would
do them some good for the future.

A watching Sepp Blatter would
doubtless have been [amenting his
homecountry'sloss.

Leading Scorers
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Arabia), Allback (Sweden), Aloisi
(Australia), Appiah (Ghana), Bakhtiarizadeh
(Iran), Barnetta (Switzedand), Beckham
(England), Cambiasso (Argentina), J Cole
(England), Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal),
Croueh  (England), Cuevas (Paraguay),
Deca (Partugal), Dempsey (USA}, Dramani
(Ghana), Drogba (Ivory Coast), Flavio
(Angola), Fonseca (Mexico), Fred (Brazil),
Frings (Germany), Gilardino (Italy), Gilberto
(Brazil), Golmohammadi (lran), R Gomez
(Costa Rica), Gyan (Ghana), laquinta
(Italy), llic {Serbia-Montenegro), F Inzaghi
(taly), Jaidi (Tunisia), Jaziri (Tunisfa),
Juanito (Spain), Juninho (Brazi), Kaka
(Brazil), Kalou (Ivary Coast), Kalinichenko
(Ukraing), Kaviedes (Ecuador), Kewell
(Australia), Koller (Czech Republic), B Kane
{Ivory Coast), N Kovac (Croatia), Lahm
(Germany), Larsson (Sweden), Lee Chun-
s00 (South Karea), Ljungberg (Sweden),
Marquez Alvarez (Mexico), Materazz
(Italy), Messi {Argentina), Mnar (Tunisia),
Mohamed Kader (Togo), CA Moare
(Australia), Muntar (Ghana), Nakamura
(Japan), Neuville (Germany), Park Ji-sung
(Scuth Korea), Pauleta (Portugal), Pido
{italy), Raul (Spain), Rebrov (Ukraine),
Robben (Methedands), Rusol (Ukraine),
Saviola (Argentina), Senderos
(Switzedand), Simaa Sabrosa (Portugal),
Sma (Croalia), Tamada (Japan), Tevez
(Argentina), Totti (italy), Van Nistelrooy
(Netherands), Van Persie (Metherlands),
Vieira (France}, Xabi Alonsa (Spain), Zigic
(Serbia-Montenegro), Zinha (Mexico), Ze
Roberto (Brazil).

ICC to inspect
Kenya venues

AFP, Nairobi

The International Cricket Couneil
(1CC) has sent referee Mike Proctor to
Kenyatoinspect fucilities as the cous-
try prepares to resume hosting onigs

day international matches, Iu@nl
officials said Tuesday.

Kenya is set to host Test-plnyiﬂg
Bangladesh in three one-day matches
next month and the programime will
culminate with the naugural ICC
World Cricket Leaguein January 2007,

That brings together thesixassoei-
ate members which have quahﬁedfnr
next year's World Cup in the West
Indies.

During his visit, lhebuuth:\fﬂm
born Proctor was due to tour five
venues in Nairobi, including the
Nairobi Gymkhanaclub which staged
the 2000 ICC Knockout tournarment,
and the Indian Ocean coastal town of
Mombassa. :

"We need to have m:m)r of our
facilities upgraded for official ODIs",
Cricket Kenya (CK) chairman Samir
Inamdar old AFR

"Apart from Nairobi Gymkhana,
the other existing facilities need to be
upgradedaswell.”

New Kenyan coach Roger Harper
last month criticised the local admin-
istration for doinglittle to improve the
facilities saying that the abundant
cricket talent was not enough tomake
Kenyacompeteatthehighestlevel

Hargreaves,
Ferdinand's
urge to ref

AFP, Buhlertal

Owen Hargreaves and Rio
Ferdinand on Tuesday urged the
referee of their quarterfinal clash
against Portugal 1o let the game
flow and keep the yellow cards to a
minim,

Their call follows the official in
Portugal's last match against the
Netherlands handing out a record
fourred cards and 16 yellows.

"The referees have been very
tough, in my opinion over tough,*
said Ferdinand at England's train-
ingcampinsouthern Germany.

"A lot of tackles that have been
booked, well the yellow cards have
beenhanded out too freely.

"But that's the way it goes and
we've got to deal with thar and the
team that deals with that best will
be the team tharwins.”

Hurgreaves said some of the
decisions made ar the World Cup
have been hard to understand and
called for a free-flowing game on
Saturday.

“All the referees, just like the
players, you've got the best refs in
the world," he said,

Frings warns
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(Javier) Saviola, (Hernan) Crespo
and theothers,"” Mertesackersaid.
"They can tum quickly and are
very fast. We need to defend as a
team and double up. If we allow
them one-on-one situations it will
be difficult.”

Gout kept
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few precious scoring chances
against the wall-like Ttalian if he
had played some part. But his
manager said the 27-year-old
Kewell came down with the painful
form of arthritis soon after the
Croatia match last Friday in
Stuttgart.

"Harry is a shot duck. He has
never been in so much pain all his
life," Bernie Mandic said here.

"He's had the game of his life for
the Socceroos (against Croatia),
and then been shot down by this,
It's unbelievable."

Gout can be treated by non
steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs
and it normally takes up to thrée
days to recover, but there was only
a four-day break between games
and Kewell was no chance of taking
tothefield.

Mandic said Kewell had never
previously suffered the condition.

Coach Guus Hiddink told a
post-match press conference that
Kewell was on crutches because of
a swollen ankle, but did not men-
tiongout.

Debutants® delight
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more capable of raising themselves
from the turgid play and Andriy
Gusin saw his 70th-minute header
from a corner scrape the far post
with Zuberbuhler completelylost.

Extra-time saw the rather
bizarre substitution with just five
minutes remaining to penalties of
Frei by Mario Lustrinelli.

Erei left the pitch shaking his
head.

The penalties proved cata-
strophic for the Swiss as while
Shevchenko saw his saved by
Zuberbuhler, Marco Streller,
Ricardo Cabanas and Tranquillo
Barnetta all failed to convert theirs
to allow Gusiev his deserved
momentofglory.

"It's a real disappointmeént --
butwe mustgetover it. Thad a good
feeling when Shevchenko missed
his kick. But nothing came ofit and
we are on our way home," said
Swiss coach Kobi Kuhn.

4

PHOTO! AFP

WE DID IT AGAIN! Opposing captains Brian Lara (L) and Rahul Dravid shares a laugh at the end of the dmwn third
Testhetween WestIndies and India at the Wamer Park Stadium in St. Kitts on Monday.

Another tame draw

E¥NE Cricket

AFP, Basseterre

West Indies and India bath failed in
their bids for victory in the third
Test that ended in a predictable
draw at Warner Park here on
Monday.

Chasing 392 for victory, India
reached 298 for four in theirsecond
innings, when the two sides
decided it was pointless to con-
tinue on the last day with three
avers remaining.

The result means the four-Test
series is still level at 0-0, after the
first two Tests at the Antigua
Recreation Ground and the
Beausejour Cricket Ground ended
intense draws. The Anal Test begins
on Friday at Kingston's Sabina)
Park.

Four Indian batsmen =-
Virender Sehwag, Venkatsai
Laxman, skipper Rahul Dravid, and
opener Wasim Jaffer - all com-
pleted half-centuries to keep the
visitors in the hunt for most of the
day.

Dravid struck four foursand one
six in the top score of 68 from 131
balls in 2-3/4 hours and has drawn
level on the Test aggregate list with
England’'s Graham Gooch with
8,900 runs.

The Indian captain added 100
for the third wicket at the height of
the chase with Laxman, whose 63
contained 10 fours fram 106 balls
intwo hours and 20minutes.

Sehwag had hit eight fours in 65
from 75 balls in 1-3/4 hours and
Jaffer collected five boundaries in
54 from 118 balls in close to three
haurs to lay the platform for the
Indianchase.

Sehwag and Jaffer added 109 for
the first wicker to excite the chase
buds of the Indians, but the game
failed to be a genuine contestwhen
Mahendra Dhoni was caught at
extra cover for 20 off Jerome Taylor
about an hour before the end to
leave Indiaon 273 forfour.

West Indies had declared their |
second innings on 172 for sixabout

45 minutes after they continued
from their bedtime total of 113 for
fotur,

Daren Ganga, who was named
man-of-the-match, struck eight
boundaries from 74 balls in 1-3/4
hours in an undefeated top Score of
66 for the home team that followed
hisTest-best 135 in the firstinnings.

Anil Kumble was India's most

suceessiul bowler with three wick-
ets for 60 runs from 12 overs, and
Shantha Sreesanth collected two

~ for19fromsixovers.

Jaffer and Sehwag then emerged
froma sedate start on the hard, true
easy-paced pitch and gradually
gained control with Tanguid
strokeplay to carry India to 109
withoutloss atlunch.

Fortune smiled on Sehwag
twice, after he scored two to reach
4.000runsinTests.

On five, Chris Gayle dropped
him at first slip off Jerome Taylor in
the fourth over of the chase, and in
the final 10 minutes before lunch,
Ramnaresh Sarwan dropped him
on 56 at straight extra cover off
Dwayne Bravo.

Sehwag had survived a torrid
new ball spell in which he was
peppered by a succession of short-
pitehed deliveries on the body,
where he is vulnerable, from Pedro
Collins and Taylor, and reached his
50 with astraightdrive for a bound-
aryoff Bravo.

After the interval, West Indies
had immediate success, when
Sehwag was adjudged Ibw playing
back and across to a well-pitched
first delivery from Corey
Collymoare.

Jaffer was then caught at first
slip off Pedro Collins with the
drinks break in reach to leave India
on 143 for two.

Laxman and Dravid, India’s two
most celebrated batsmen, then
continued the visitors' hunt for
runs -- and ultimately victory --
and ook them to 200 for two at tea.

Laxman had driven Marlon
Samuels o mid-on for a single (o
reach his 50, but he was dismissed
about 25 minutes after the break,
when he top-edged Collins and was
caughtatsecondslip.

Indiastill needed 149 runs anda
minimum of 25 overs were still
available, when Mahendra Dhoni
came to the crease and dispatched
his first ball -- from Collins -- over
long-off for asix

~Collins, who suffered the indig-
nity of a second six at the haneds of
Dhoni later in his innings, and
Collymore tightened up, and the
pressure continued © mount on
the Indians for quick runs.

Dhoni eventually cracked and
drove Taylor ferociously to Gayle to
deflate India's chances of a late
chargeforglory.

Earlier, West [ndies predictably
chose to pursue quick scoring
instead of caution, and suffered an

early setback, when Bravo was
caught at long-on for nine off
Kumble in the ﬁm aver of the
mMOrning.

Ganga then swept Harbhajan
Singh through backward square leg
for two to reach his 50 and got
things moving in a brief, but excit-
ing partnership of 32 with Marlon
Samuels.

Harbhajan made the break-
through, when he deceived
Samuels in flight and had him
stumped for 20 that included three
well-placed, leg-side boundaries
beforethe declaration came.
SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at close on the fifth and
final day of the third Test between
West Indies and India mrwamer
Parkon Monday:

WEST INDIES: kirst inninp 53[
(Ganga 135, Sarwan llti
Harbhajan5-147)

INDIA: First innings 862 (l.a‘xmnn
100; Collymore3-63;Taylor3-118) -
WEST INDIES: Seconsd inning.
(overnight 113 forfour)

Gayle e DhonibSreesanth el
Ganga notout (i il
Sarwanc Dravid bSréesanth 23
Lara st Dhont b Kumble 19

Chanderpaul e and bKumble
Bravo ¢ Sreesanth b Kumble
Samuels st Dhonib Harbhitjan
Ramdin notout

Extras: (b4, [b-7, w-1,nb-1] 13
Iuml. (For 6 wkis dec in 32 avers)
172

I.|I| of wickets: 1-3, 2-46, 3-81, J=em

102,5-120,6-172 s

Bowler 0O'M R W 'i’
Patel AR B
Sreesanth B gEa- o
Kumble 12..0.60 3
Harbhajan et b 50
INDIA: Second innings ' e
Jaffer ¢ Gayle b Collins wersd
Sehwag lbw b Collymore (1 A
Laxman c Lara b Collins 63
Dravidnotout 88
DhonicGayle b Taylor 20
Yuvraj notout P
Extras: (b-9, |b-8,w=1,nb-2} = = 20
Total: (For 4 wkisinB85overs). 298 1

Fall of wickets: 1-108, 2-143, 342413

A
s

4-273
Bowler e MR W
Collins i 1 ee '’
Taylor e e (1 B
Collymore P15 7 (1150 e
Samuels 20508t eI
Bravo 7R B
Gayle TE-LT Rt

Result: Match drawn. .
Man-of-the-match: Darren
Ganga.

Foothallers inspire 'em -

E¥ ) Cricket

AFP, Manchester

England's cricketers will look to
follow the example of their football
counterparts as they try to end
their one-day losing streak against
Sri Lankahere at Old Trafford.

Sven Garan Eriksson's men may
have come under fire for the quality
oftheir football at the World Cup in
Germany but the team have
remained unbeaten on their way
through to a quarterfinal against
Portugalon Sunday.

By contrast, England’s injury-hit
cricket team are already 3-0 down in
the five-match international series
after @ trio of reverses against Sri
Lanka extended their poor record in
one-day internationals to eight
defeatsin theirfast 10 matches.

And with the final fixture of the
series at Hes ingley” on Sunday,
England opening batsman Marcus
Trescothick knows another poor
displaycould see fans heading for the
exits to watch the last eight World
Cupeclashin Gelsenkirchen.

"We can't compete with the
football, that's for sure,” Treseothick
told reporters at Old Trafford here
Tuesday. "The only series that would
compete with that {s against the
Australians.

"But we want to put on a perfor-
mance every game we play. It's not
just a case of making a special effort
when the football is on. We have to

make our game better regardless of
whatisgoingon in Genmany.

"A win [$ obviously very impor-
tant for us because we know the
confidence winning breeds.”

England are currently without
several injured senior players,
including caprain Michael Vaughan,
whose protracted recovery from a
longstanding knee problem was the
subject of a meeting batween
Yorkshire and England physiothera-
pistsonMonday.

As the medical staff weigh up
whether Viughan needs another
operation, Trescothick admitted
England had badly missed the influ-
enceoftheirAshes-winningskipper.

“He's obviously very disap-
pointed. It hasn't gone how he
wanted it to but there's still time for
him at the moment. We'll see how it
pans out. We need him back but
we'll give him as much time as we
carn.”

England are now being cap-
tained by Andrew Strauss;
Trescothick's opening partner,
who took over from this season’s
initial stand-in captain Andrew
Flintoff, with the all-rounder rest-
inganankleinjury.

Trescothick, 30, who led
England in Pakistan late last year
before returning home early from
the tour of India for personal rea-
sons, said that while he would not
rile our another stab at the cap-
taincy, he expected the job to go to
a younger man when it next
became vacant.

"We'll see what happens re'tlly
I've done it in the past ansl i they
offered it to me again I'd Ihlni
aboutit.

"Freddie (Flintoff) has Lakm
over and done a decent job, He's |
obviously not around at tha
moment so Strauss’s daing it

Maybe the team has moved on and

the next generation is hcing
formed." 1t
One problem for England i
one-diy cricket has been the lack:
of individual hundreds with
Trescothick's unbeaten 104 in.a
nine-wicket win against Australia,
at Headingley a year ago the last)

time one of the team's batsmen,, .,
reached three figures in a limited. -

avers international against m.ljur
apposition, i
"It's something we need to puﬁ
right if we are going to be @ great
force in one-day ecricker;’ .
Treseothick admirned aheadofnext
year'sWarld Cup in theWestIndies.
England, already without
Vaughan, Flintoff, Ashley Giles
(hip), Simon Jonés (knee) and
James Anderson (hack), sufferect

-

fresh injury setbacks when it was

announced Mondag that batsman.
Kevin Pietersen (knee) and all-

rounder Paul Collingwood (thigh)
were doubtful ['ul"m“ wmarch,.

Batsman Vikram Solanki, called

up as cover Monday, could now,,
return to the team whileé the likes of

seamer Kabir Ali and Test batsioan .,

Alastair Cook could make their

seriesdebuts. HAvhofl



