OES the constitution
ermit for the Presidentor
current Chief Election
mer to be the Chief
Adﬂmiof the non-party caretaker
government uncler certain circum-

!ﬂ‘fithla qnestlun is currently

lnknr government is
cted to take over some time in
October, as Article 72 (3) of the
Constitution s!ipu]ates "unless
snom{ilsw il by the President,
Parliamentshall stand dissolved on
the expiration of five years from the
date ofits first meeting."
The current Parliament met in
October 2001 and continues for a
term of five years. Within 15 days
after Parliament is dissolved, the
ChiefAdviserwillbe appointed.
Why caretaker govern-
ment?
The introduction of the non-party
caretaker government (CTG) (o
hold general elections in
Bangladeshisunique.

The two major parties agreed to
have this system on the suspicion
that the government in power
would not be able to hold elections
peacefully, fairly, and impartially.
Itis aaﬂmnq’ﬂw political system
of the  where there is a
perception th: ;he ruling govern-
ment is unable to conduct fair and
fréeeléctions.

It does ot pravide credit to the
uprightnessof politicians or of the
government. It manifests one
simple fact: that the politicians
have no trust in each other. It
pa!pnhl! implies the absence of a
pulitlcal system in the

Ah

vernmen gﬂdwﬂl he mllccr.ivt.ly
,' o the President. The
remain strictly neutral in

litical parties. This
16 will not be per-
o have a bias directly or
v, towards any political
‘Their decisions, actions or

ions are to be scrupulously

ed during its tenure, not only
byp Itical patties but by people at
3 ludingcivilsociety.

,'CTG. the President is no
Qﬂarhead of the govern-
ut ‘exercises many key
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The duration of the (TG has not been set out as an exact period of time. The condstion laid
down is that the CTG shall stand dissolved on the date on which the "new Prime Minister
enters upon his office after the tonstitution of [a new] Parliament.” (58B.1) If the new
parliament is not constituted| for whatever reasons or circumstances, the CTG will
continue. Many political analysts think that given the existing unsettled issues among
political parties relating to ho‘ding a free and fair election, the CTG may have a longer
tenure than ordinarily assumedor expected.

The deficiencies in the powers of
the President (such as to act only
on the advice of the Prime
Minister) are removed during this
time. Furthermore the defence
portfolio is administered by the
President, not by the Chief Adviser,
in accordance with Article 61 of the
Constitution.

The President appoints as the
Chief Adviser he (or she) who
among the Chief Justices of
Bangladesh retired last. This
appointment is automatic under
the terms of the Constitution and
does not depend on any condition.
If the person is not in a pesition to
hold the post, aseries of options for
appointing the Chief Adviser is
provided.

It is interesting to note that
under 58C (4), the current Chief
Blection Commissioner (a Justice
of the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court) could be
appointed as the ChiefAdviserifhe
resigns, returns to the Appellate

‘Division and retires this year,

because Article 58C.4  provides
that if no retired Chief Justice is
available to hold the office of the
Chief Adviser, the President shall
appoint, as the Chief Adviser, the
person who among the retired
judges of the Appellate Division
retired last.

Finally, when each process, as
outlined in sub-clauses 4 and 5 of
58C for appointment of the Chief
Adviser, is exhausted, and no one s
available, the President "shall
assume the functions of the Chief
Adviser in addition to his own
functions under this Constitution."

No wonder the office of the
President has recently assumed
much greater attention than in the
past, because af the end of the day,
the President not only exercises
important executive powers during
the CTG, burt also could become the
Chief Adviser under certain I:i:-
QUIRSEARICES, ++ 1110101110 o] )

Other important features
The formation of the CTG was
inserted in the Bangladesh
Constitution in 1996 under the
13th Amendment Act in the form of
new Articles 588 , 58C, 58D, and
S8E in Part IV of the Constitution
under the title "Executive.”

Article 588 deals with the forma-
ton of the CTG, 58C articulates
who can and cannot be the Chief
Adviser and .-‘\dmm of the CTG,
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58D discusses what the CTG can or
cannot do, and 58D spells out the
inapplicability of certain provi-

sions of the Constitution for the
CTG.

Let us examine some of the
provisions just enunciated above
to understand and appreciate their
possible meanings as to the extent
and limitations of the CTG's pow-
ersand functions.

Although the primary responsi-
bility for the CTG is to facilitate the
Election Commission all possible
aid and assistance that may be
required for holding the general
election of members of parliament,
itshall discharge its functions as an
interim government and shall
carry out the routine functions of
such government and "except in
the case of necessity for the dis-
charge of such functions, it shall
notmakeany policy decision."

Ordinarily, the CTG will not
decide on policy issues. But it is
argued that in the absence of any
defined criteria, the CTG is
empowered to make policy deci-
sions.

To advance this line of argu-
ment, it is noted that the words,
"routine," "in the case of neces-
sity," and "policy," employed in the
Article, are not defined. The con-
stitutional provision is silent on the
meaningofthese terms.

What is routine, what is neces-
sity, and whatis policy are generally
known and understood. But these
expressions of words are related to
circumstances on the ground that
depend on a variety of factors and
the CTG is the only organ of the
state to give full meaning of the
phrases used in the Constitution,
besides the Supreme Court.
Whatisapolicy decision?
Policy may mean laying down
certain set of principles by the
governments for running the
administration. Poelicy can never

remain static, it changesaccording

to variable factors on the ground. It
is elusive in character. Some
experis have compared policy with
the steering of the "ship" of the
state and the captain of the ship has
to change its course according to
weather and conditions on the sea.
Thomas Dye in his book on
Understanding Policy (1978) pro-
vides an expansive meaning and
defines policy as "whatever gov-
ernments chnse todoornotto do.”

Since these phrases are to liable
to various interpretations, the CTG
willhaveto interpret these wordsin
running the government.

Rules of interpretation
Many Constitutional experts take
the view that the words of the
Constitution may be interpreted in
the following manner:

(@) Allthe Articles relating to the
CTGmustbe read as awhole and its
meaning is not determined merely
upon particular words or phrases,
which, if detached from the con-
text, may depart from the sub-
stanceofitsintention

(b) The words are to be given
their natural and ordinary mean-
ing in the context théy occur.
However the words can be given
extended meaning which, while
not doing violence to the words
used, are in conformity with the
textand purpose of the words used.

{c) If the words in their natural
and ordinary meaning are ambigu-
ous or lead to an unreasonable
meaning or result, the method of
interpretation will be to ascertain
what the constitution-makers
really meant when they chose
those words.

{d) An interpretation which
would deprive CTG's functions as
an interim government will be
inadmissible.

Giventhe above rules ofinterpre-
tation, it may be robustly argued
that CTG is empowered to give
interpretation in such manner of
the provisions of the Constitutionso
45 o be effective and strong, not
weak or hesitant, in confronting the
issues ofthecountry.

AppointmentofAdvisers
The number of Advisers has been
specified, not more than 10, to be
appointed by the President. The
Advisers shall be appointed by the
President on the advice of the Chief
Adviser.

{Prior to appointment, Advisers,
glthough they are qualified for
election as MPs, must agree in
writing not to be candidates for the
ensuing election. They also should
not belong to any political party or
of anyorganization associated with
oraffiliated to any political party.

It is noted that there is no provi-
sion in the Constitution that
Advisers will be appointed in con-
sultation with the major parties.

Legally speaking. it is the preroga-

‘the world's largest
f Q ium producing
‘Golden Triangle
-_ ailand, and Laos)
[ C:escam{l’akl:;mn,
anistan). The region
git opium and canna-
heroin and hashish,

and  traffis
precursor chemicals for drug
mnnufab re takes place,
g to UN reports, drug
ahzers in the region are estimated
atq mﬂlia};bsnd spreading among
the e region is used by
almnras transit point to desti-
naunmmtmdthewnr[d
* The threat posed by drug traf-
ﬁeking has grown with HIV/AIDS
‘and hepatitis spreading through
injection needle users. With a
: thrnuwr around $500 billion, the
tracle has assumed the pro-
pomnns of the third largest busi-
\ngps in the world, next to only
~ petroleum and arms, It presents a
‘potent national and international
mmitylh:aat with the proceeds of
narcotics frade also funding
tﬁtmliqtacdnn&s.

“The problem with drug control
efforts in South Asia is that despite
signing regional and bilateral
ag:reements for cuopemiiun:. the
palitical differences in their rela-
tionships hinders effective cooper-

. The Saarc Convention on
N’amgtlc Drugs and Psychatropic
tances signed on November
23, 19490 largely remains on paper
like other bilateral agreements
between thnse countries. Issue
specific and problem based coop-
eqal;[nn, despite other differences is
vital. South Asia mustwork towards
such cooperation, which will help
nnt only in tackling specific con-
like drugs control but also
prom‘m:n an overall spirit of
solidarity to strengthen
cooperation intheregion.
Many non-governmental actors

g and diversion of

in these countries are involved in
combating the drug menace. The
primary focus of counter-narcotics
efforts in the region includes sur-
veillance, interdiction, prevention
and enforcement at entry and exit
routes, control measures at export
points like air and sea terminals,
identification and eradication of
cultivation, strengthening intelli-
gence apparatus, improving inter-
agency cooperation in the region
and increasing international coop-
eration.

While internationaland regional
efforts are indispensable, the ulti-
mate actors in the fight against the
trafficking and abuse of illicit drnigs
are national governments.
International and regional efforts
can provide a framework of coop-
eration, enhance expertise, facili-
tate resource pooling and monitor
progress, but implementation of
control measures rests with
national authorities.

Because of its geographic loca-
tion in the midst of major drug
producing and exporting coun-
tries, Bangladesh s used by traf-
ficking organizations as a transit
point. Seizures of heroin,
phensidyl (a codeine-based, highly
addictive cough syrup produced in
India), and pethidine point to
growing narcotic use in
Bangladesh. Phensidyl is popular
because of its low price and wide-
spread availability.

While unconfirmed reports of/
opium cultivation in the
Bandarban district along the bor-
der with Myanmar exist, thereisno
evidence that Bangladesh is a
significant producer or exporter of
narcotics. However, a limited
amount of cannabis is cultivated in
the hill tracts near Chittagong and

edly forlocal consumption. Eu;;w.c
country's largely porous bopders
make Bangladesh an atifactive
transfer point for drugs transiting
the region.

The government's Department

of Narcotics Control (DNC) lacks
training, equipment, continuity of
leadership, and other resources to
detect and interdict the flow of
drugs in country. The DNC is
chronically under-funded and
understaffed. Moreover, there is
minimal coordination among the
DNE, the police, the BDR and the
judiciary's local magistrates in
charge of orchestrating counter-
narcotics operations. Corruption
at all levels of government, and in
particular law enforcement, ham-
per the country's drug interdiction
efforts.

The DNC's counter-narcotics
activities are seriously hampered
by the ineffectiveness of the
National Narcotics Control Board
(NMCB), the highest governmental
body to fulfil the objectives of the
Narcotics Control Act (NCA). The
19-member NNCB, made up of
twelve ministers, six elected mem-
bers, and the DNC Director
General, is charged to meet quar-
terly, but such meetings are not
held regularly. Article 5 of the NCA
directs the Board to formulate
policies and monitor the produc-
tion, supply, and use of illegal drugs
in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh has a memorandum
of understanding. on narcotics
cooperation with Iran, and it par-
ticipates in information-sharing
with the government of Myanmar.
The Bangladesh government and
the US government signed a Letter
of Agreement (LOA) in Seplemhr:r
2002 to provide $140,000 in equip-
ment to the DNC and its central
chemical laboratory. The LOA also
provided for $338,922 in training to
law enforcement personnel

involved in counter-narcotics
acHvities.

in the northeastern region, report-

There is some evidence that
Bangladesh is used as ‘a transit
country for heroin to Europe. There
were seven seizures of heroin
hidden in fresh vegetable ship-
ments from Dhaka to the UK in
2003. The UK customs in May 2005

terlng drug traffickmg in Bangladesh

accused five Bangladeshi business
firms of smuggling heroin to that
country in the guise of food, toilet-
ries, cosmetics and floor tiles.

Bangladesh's air, sea, and land
ports are guarded by officials, who
have little, if any, training on
counternarcotics operations or
equipment to carry out their job.
Although the DNC is authorized
1,277 positions, only 932 are filled.
There is no DNC presence at the
country's second largest airport in
Chittagong, which has direct flights
to Myanmar and Thailand.
Customs officers are untrained in
detecting and interdicting drugs.
To date, no random searches of
crews, ships, boats, vehicles, or
containers are being conducted at
the country's largest seaport in
Chittagong. Personnel responsible
for land border security within a
twelve-mile swath inside the coun-
try, are widely believed to abet the
smuggling of goods, including
narcotics, into Bangladesh.

Some drug addicts rehabilita-
tion organizations operate some
long-term residential rehabilita-
tion centers. Bangladesh govern-
ment sponsors rudimentary edu-
cational programs aimed at youth
in schools and mosques, but there
is little funding for these programs
and no clear indication of their
impact. A recent DNC study esti-
mated theaddict population at two
millionand growing,

Lives are being ruined by drugs.
As the number of drug users is
increasing every day, a humanitar-
lan crisis looms with the growing
threat of HIV/AIDS, the cases of
which are linked to intravenous
drug use. The ultimate effect of
drugs and HIV/AIDS is death. The
younger generation of our society
is increasingly falling into this trap.
So,itisincumbent on all of us to do
our best to enhance the drug pre-
vention programs, organize ado-
lescents and young adults in the
vulnerable areas to keep their
community free from abuse and
illicit drug trafficking. The DNC
should be strengthened and
regional and international cooper-
ationincreased.

Siddiqur Rahman s a former Rasearch Fellow of
the [slamic Reaarch nstitute, Karachi,
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tive of the President, with the advice
of the Chief Adviser, to appoint the
Advisers in accordance with the
guidelines of eligibility, laid downin
the Constitution. The perception
that exists in the minds of the gen-
eral public that major political
parties would submit a list of names
of appointment of Advisers to the
President for appointment is legally
misconceived.

Only in case of non-availability
of retired judge of the Appellate
Division to hold the office of the
Chiel Adviser, the President shall
appoint the Chief Adviser from
among citizens of Bangladesh,
"after consultation, as far as practi-
cable, with the major political
parties” (Article 58B.5). This is the
only case where the President
consults with the major political
parties in relating to the appoint-
mentofthe ChiefAdviser.

Although there is no limitation
beyond the minimum age of 25 for
an MP. an Adviser cannot be
appointed if the person is aver 72
years of age. It is not understood
the rationale why the age bar has
been provided for appointment of
Advisers, although they are eligible
for election as candidates for MFs,
given the longevity of many indi-
viduals over the age of 805 who act
with competence and alertness as
chairmen or presidents of organi-
zations inthe country.

Tenure of CTG

The duration of the CTG has not
been set out as an exact period of
time. The condition laid down is
that the CTG shall stand dissolved
on the date on which the "new
Prime Minister enters upon his
office after the constitution of [a
new| Parliament.” (58B8.1).

If the new parliament is not
constituted for whatever reasons
or circumstances, the CTG will
continue. Many political analysts
think that given the existing unset-
tled issues among political parties
relating to holding a free and fair
election, the CTG may have a lon-
ger tenure than ordinarily assumed
orexpected.

In the light of the existing con-
frontational political situation with
regard toreforms of the CTG and the
demand of the resignation of the
Chief Election Commissioner and
two of his commissioners by the
major opposition alliance of parties,
one mayargue that the length of the
CTG tenure is indefinite because
unless a new parliament is consti-
tuted and the Prime Minister enters

* his/Her office, the CTG will have to

continue o run the country.

Given the situation, it is very
difficult to imagine, or predict or
forecast how long the tenure of the
CTG will be. Your guess is as good
as mine.

Prince Otto von Bismarck ance
said: "Politics is the art of possible.”
I hope our political leaders may
heed to his dictum.

Barristar Harun ur Rashid s a former Bangladesh
Ambassador to the UN, Geneva.z
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‘How to beat 'cut and
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_ It's only under Bush that criticizing the' conduct of a war has been d
- somehow unpatriotic. Lincoln was lambasted by opponents during the Ci
~ was FDR during World War Il. To take a lesser example, some of the san
Hannitys of the world who slam anti-war critics were blasting Bill Clinton's

~ policy in 1999 when US planes were in the air over Belgrade. '

JONATHAN ALTER

weakness.

character. When John Ke

liability:

triotic pansies.

death, they be

they would s I:he

Rove has employed a simple, brilliant,
counterintuitive campaign tactic:
instead of attacking his opponents at their
weakest point, the conventional approach, he
attacks their strength. He neutralizes that
strength to the point that it begins to look like

I 1 OR more than a quarter century, Karl

When John McCain was winning in 2000
because of his character, Rove attacked his
was nominated in
2004 because of his Vietnam combat experi-
ence, the Republicans Swift-Boated him. This
yeat's midterm elections will turm on whether
Rove can somehow transform the Democrats’
greatest political asset - the Iraq fiasco -- into a

After escaping indictment, Rove is focused
again on what he does best: ginning up the
slime machine. Anyone who dares criticize
President Bush's Iraq palicy is a "eut-and-run"
Democrat. The White House's object liereis not
to engage in areal debate aboutanexit strategy
from Iraq; that would fequire ackhowledging
some complications, like the fact that Gen,
George Casey, commander of the multina-
tional forces in Iraq, believes il's time to start
bringing some troops home. The object is

_instead to either get the Democrats tangled up
in Kerryesque complexities on Iraq -- or intimi-
date them into changing the subject to other,
less-potentissues for fear of looking like unpa-

These are the stakes: if Rove can successfully
con Democrats into ignoring Iraq and reciting
their laundry list of other priorities,
Republicans win. It's shameful that the mini-
mum wage hasn't been raised in nine years and
that thousands of ailing Americans will ulti-
mately die because of Bush's position on stem-
cell research. But these issues won't get the
Congress backfor Democrats. Iraq can.

You would think it would be the GOP run-
ning away from the war. Instead, in gamblers'
patlance, Republicans "doubled down" on
[raq. After the goud news about Zarqawi's

u.nitl. d Bush,
lame to Lh%frcﬁtab bllng'
Democrats, even though the Democrats have
no power at all to change -- or even affect --
policy on the ground. Rove's notion is that
strongand wrong beats meekand weak.

It almost worked. It looked recently as if
Demaocrats were so fearful of being cast as war
weenies that they would change the subject.
Nancy Pelosi, Harry Reid & Co. held a press
conference on the Democratic issues for the
fall that barely mentioned Iraq. Hillary Clinton

performance.

thing.

th F@u‘

that, except for the mistreatment of
had little to dowith the war.

larly on education, where they Iet
group politics trump tough judge

Butthen, some Senate Democrd
forachange. Theyrecognized that
of the White House doesn't nee
strategy forendinga war, justagene
direction. When Dwight Llsenhowq 1
presldent in 1952 his plan wasn't any. T

plan" -- and got away with it. So now|
of Senate Democrats are united behi
thing called the "Levin-Reed Am
The details of it (begin withdrawal

diplomacy with the Sunnis; purgin
military and police of bad guys) are [
tant than that they finally came up:

Of course parrying "cut and run
"Levin-Reed" won't suffice. But ﬁeq. Joe
Biden's riposte to the GOP's symholic’rolb-pslj

rocketscience. Unless things lmpmvé dr:
cally on the ground in Iraq, Demucrq

afailtre, vote Democratic.
Isn't thatirresponsible? Not in th

unpatriotie. Lineoln was ]ambasted' by op
nents during the Civil War as was FDR during
World War I1. To take a lesser example, some of
the same Sean Hannitys of the world whnrs]am
anti-war critics were blasting Bill Clinto;
Bosnia policy in 1999 when US plan
VATBGIRERIG, 0. ot il
see this surnmer if Demoe 5 heg

get up in the morning, look in the mirror and
say, "This isn't about us. It's about them." We'll
see if, when Karl Rove wants to talk abnut i.mq
the Democrats n:spoml with thme Qim;lin:
words: "Bringiton." -

Eh

" ka)

arrangement.

Jonathan Alteris a seniorwriter for Newsweek.
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The perils of confrontational politics

Al

71N
To conduct fair and free election, an underLtan&ing between the AL and the BNP must
be reached. It would be a folly for the present government to try to outsmart the AL. It
would be advisable for AL to restrict their statements only to constructive criticism.
Both sides should be sincere and honest in bringing congenial aimosphere for holding
fair and free election to save the country from sliding into a state of degeneracy.

ABMS ZAHUR

T has become abundantly

clear that there cannot be any

understanding between the
two major political parties (AL anc
BNP) about the need for establish-
ing viable democratic institutions
in Bangladesh.

It appears that both the parties
have failed to realise the need for
removing the existing impedi-
ments towards setting up frue
democratic order in an underde-
veloped country like Bangladesh,
with its high rate of illiteracy, high
rate of population below absolute
poverty line, increasing danger of
religions extremist group affecting
the image of Bangladesh as a mod-
erate Islamic state, highly unsatis-
factory law and order mainte-
nance, corruption and so called
politicalrestlessness.

Apparently these parties are
more interested in capturing
power than establishing a demo-
cratic value system. They hardly
feel for ameliorating the condition
of the common people. Strangely
enough they point to each other's
faults and failures even at normal
situation, They seem incapable of
appreciating each other's suc-
cesses or achievements. They do
not spare even the founders of the
parties.

But these parties through their
united effort forced military dicta-
tor Ershad to abdicate. What
Pakistanis or the people of
Myanmar could not do
Bangladeshis did. Today the people
of Nepal might have drawn their
inspiration from Bangladesh in
fighting against their king. Both AL
and BNP parties have large number
of freedom fighters. Both have
secularoutlook.

As we see, with parliamentary
multi-party system existing in
Bangladesh both the parties will
continue to dominate its politics
for long. Thus what [s needed at
this stage is sacrificing each

other's egotism for the sake of
establishing democratic practices
in the country. By adopting con-
frontational politics they are not
only doing harm to their own par-
ties but also increasing sufferings
of the people and creating ncgalhre
image for the foreign investors dnd
unrestinsociety.

A few words on Jamaat-e-Islami,
Bangladesh. The party was never a
political force in Pakistani days.
Due to its anti-liberation stand it
lost its identity till 1975 when Ziaur
Rahman needed them to form a
party for himself to face Awami
League. After the assassination of
Zia and assumption of power by
Ershad the new dictator also uti-
lised their support to face BNP and
the AL. After the return of demoe-
racy Jamaat was needed for form-
ing majority in the parliament by
BNP during the first term of
Khaleda Zia (1991-96).

Because of inexperience in
administration and strong pres-
sure of AL to destabilise the govern-
ment, the BNP high command did
not keep a vigil on the activities of
JI. This opportunity was perhaps
duly utilised by JI to strengthen
their financial condition through
contacting various agencies in the
Middle East. They also believably
revived their contacts with mem-
bers of J1in Pakistan.

During the AL regime of 1996-
2001 the militant organisations of
Jamaat or linked with Jamaat
started showing their strength
through explosion of bombs at
different places. By underestimat-
ing the strength of these organisa-
tions and with a view to not dis-
pleasing the alliance partner per-
haps the Islami militants were
almost allowed to terrorise people.
Despite capture of some top lead-
ers of JMB Bangladesh is certainly
not out of danger from the extrem-
ist militants solong as the partner-
ship continues.

The BNP seemingly became a
true political party under the lead-

ership of Khaleda Zia. By joining
hands with Jamaat, BNP has been
able to strengthen its hold on rural
people, particularly in the northern
Bangladesh. This has been attained
at the cost of its former image as a
moderate democratic party. On the
other hand, Jamaat gained a lot
without losing anything. In fact,
Jamaat's assessment that BNP may
losein election if Jamaat withdraws
itssupportis substantially correct.

Thus BNP as we understand,
cannot participate in any major
issues of the government without
Jamaat. The issue of reform of
Election Commission or caretaker
government are major issues.
Furthermore, if the AL could toler-
ate JI during its regime why it is so
adamant now against JI's partici-
pation? After all, nothing is bigger
thanthe interest of the nation.

The CEC is behaving in peculiar
fashion. Strange, even the Supreme
Court's decision is not imple-
mented properly by the CEC who is
supposed to be a dignified justice,
By trying to implement his dubious
policy he will not only lose his
dignity but also place the country
in a dangerous situation. If a few
thousand simple and peaceful
people in Kansat can stand against
the might of the governmental
force and if Shonir Akhra can
become a battleground and if the
people of Chittagongcan teach the
government a lesson in the may-
oral election, then a dissatisfaction
countrywide may push the country
itself to anarchy. We should also not
ignore the existing unrest in the
garment sector. So why these
apparently revered persons should
put themselves at risk by commit-
ting controversial jobs?

Even though only four months
are left of the tenure of the alliance
government it is still behaving
strangely, Why the government is
nervous at the organisation of
Mahasamabesh by the AL and the
14 parties? The ability to mobilise
thousands of peaple ffom across

the country will not ensure them
victory in the election. Victory will
depend mainly on parties' achieve-
ments and failurei; _candidates’
character and rep
the voters concerneth

If fair election mm! 1
there is a strong possi

western countries, |

and free election under
sial CEC and the two eleeti
missioners has beco

started asking the m}lng aﬁlnnl:e to
fulfil their commitments mace in
the last election. The present gov-
ernment has miserably failed in the
following areas: (a) generation of
electricity, (b) supply of adequate
water for drinking and irtigation,
(c) separation of judiciary from the
executive, (d) contml];_ihg corTup-
tion, (e) appointment of ombuds-
man, (f) undertaking administra-
tive reform, (g) lawand order.

A few words may be said about
Jatiya Party of Ershad. Because of
his background as an “armed
bureaucrat” Ershad eould perhaps
run a better administration than
both AL and the 4-party alliance.
However, there cannot be any
comparison between a demoeratic
rule and autocratic rule. If Ershad is
allowed full freedom to continue all
of his political activities he may
emergeas astrongcontender in the
elections.

Endless demand for resignation
of the present government (whase
tenure ends after four months) by
AL appears of not  much signifi-
cance. Repetition of hartals fre-
quently at this time also does not
make much sense. Instead they
hear words from the alliance gov-
ernment as to their proposal for
reform of election commission and
the caretaker government.

To conduct fairand free election,
an understanding between the AL
and the BNP must be reached. it
would be a folly for the present
government to try to outsmart the
AL. It would be advisable for AL to
restrict their statements only to
constructive criticism. Both sides
should be sincere and honest in
bringing congenial atmosphere for
holding fair and free election to
save the country fromsliding into a
state of degeneracy.

ABMS Zahu Zaralred Joint Secrafary. ~



