iracy! ngiainsi paﬂ:annmary
&m:y. senior ministers yes-
¥ _pnrliamcnt Lhe main

The "_ppusition lawmakers
¢ budget dlscussmn

ne .fective 'de!iberutely

feep-rooted canspiracy”
a reversal of the system

- algo questioned the "exis-
tem:e of two presidents in the
cmm:n:,'

\ Replying to the allegation,
mini,xt&rs including Moudud
Ahrmsﬂ, \Nazmul Huda and Motiur

_ Rahman Nizami asked the opposi-
‘to refrain from the politics of
chy™and "conspiracy™ andto
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TIB report revea]s most parliamentary bodies
ignore Rules of Procedures; quorum Crisis
cost Tk 3 crore last year

STAFR CORRESPONDENT

Most parliamentary bodies of the
current parliament have ignored
the Rules of Procedures in holding
meetings and hardly discussed the
corruption and irregularities in the
ministries, said a Transparency
International Bangladesh (TIB)
reportyesterday,

| Surveying the activities of all 37
parliamentary standing cominit-
tees tasked with ensuring the
government's accountability to the
Jatiya Sangsad, the report found
that 27 of them failed to hold one
meeting every month as per the

title.

The ministers and members
concemed also did not tum up'in
the meetings regularly: “Ministers
or state ministers were present at
only 42 per cent of total meetings,”
the TIB survey styled
"ParliamentWatch 2005" revealed,

Maintaining that a parhiament's
effectiveness and success largely
depend on efficient and strong
performance of its committee
system, the research found that the
standing committees also set 'less

important issues” on agenda for |
- precedence when Tony Blair was

discussion.
From an analysis of last year's

five parliamentary sessions, the
TiB report revealed that like the
previous sittings, the current par-
liament has been suffering from
acute quorum crisis, absence ofthe
Leader of the House and the main
opposition'sboycott.

The quorum crisis incurred a
loss of nearly Tk 3 crore last year,
the report said, pointing out that
over 70 per cent of the absentee
Jawmakers are businessmen.

"We have followed the

‘Westminster style of parliamentary

democracy, bul can you bring any

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Govt makes
import of
sugar, pulse
easy

LINE, Dhaka

The government yesterday relaxed
rules for import of sugarand pulse
through Trading Corporation of
Bangladesh (TCB) in a bid to cool
down the market prices of the two
essential commodities.

With the revision to the import
rules, an importer now will be able
1o import sugar and pulse via TOB

by depositing only two per cent of

earnest money against the total
import value, which was 10 per
centearlier,

The decision to relax the import
rules was taken at a cabinet com-
mittee meeting on econpmic
affairs held at the secretariat with
Finance and Planning Minister M

Saifur Rahman in the chair. Foreign

Minister M Morshed Khan, among
others, was present,

At the meeting, Saifur strongly
criticised the Indian government's

decision not to export wheat, sugar
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

‘President HTL mere
er, we cannot, in all

Jn the contrary, govern-
m actions have given
unds to suspect that
within the power
ven by one individ-
dden ambition, are

é President

Trz mlzsanon of the highest consnmnonal posit?

trying to remove the President and
replace him with a hardcore party
person.

Though Khaleda Zia may nut

have still made up her mind, and.

we would like to believe so, yet
sndly enough there is citcumstan-
tial evidence to feel that the prime
minister has sufficiensly been
attracted to serinusly considering
this dangerous idea, Our commen-
tary today is anappeal to the Prime
Minister for not making this blun-
der. Such a move would be an

extremely shortsighted one that
would destroy the dignity and
functionality of the highest consti-
tutional office,

Our President is truly a figure-
head. He enjoys very little political
power., Whatever power he pos-
sesses is moral, which comes from
his being above all political fac-
tions and parties and being accept-
able to dll. Given the fractured
nature of our politics; itis vital that
we leave out at least one person 1o

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

CEC hits the root as 3
parties ask him to go

Blames political leaders for

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) MA Aziz took a swipe at three
political parties that met him and
two election commissioners yes-
terday, demanding their immedi-

-ate resignation on grounds

losing people's confidence,

The CEC burst out in anger and
blamed all political parties and
their leaders for the "prevailing
situation” over the preparation of
thevoter list, sources said.

"Why will 1 resign? I cannot
resign following the demands by

wvoter list stalemate

any politician or any political
party,” Major (retd) AbdulMannan,
secretary general of Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh, guoted the CEC as
telling the political leaders at the
meeting,

Leaders of Bikalpa Dhara, Jatiya

- Qikpn Manecha.and Tarikat

Federation submitted separate
letters to the CEC and election
commissioners Justice Mahfuzur
Rahmanand SM Zakaria, demand-

ing theirimmediate resignation.
"The chief election commis-
sionerexpressed hisdissatisfaction
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

PHOTL: STAR

munity primary teachers take ateacher to hospital by arickshaw after she fell sick on tha 10th day of their
' th strike atthe Central Shaheed Minar in the capital yesterday,

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Community primary teachers, who
were observing hunger strike forten
consecutive days, suspended all
agitation programmes yesterday
while government primary teachers
postponed theirs on late Monday
night for one month following
discussionswith the government,
Community primary leachers
alsocancelled theirgelf-immolation

| programme, where 15 of their col-

leagues were supposed to commit
suicide, following request from the
Awami League (AL) led 14-party
alliance and representatives of
different professional bodies and
human rights organisations.

The police seized black cloths,
kerosene, patrol and maichboxes
around 11:00amwhen the commu-
nity teachers were preparing to set

| Teachers end strike,
'but crisis not over

their bodies on fire at the Central
Shaheed Minar, .

Keeping their schools closed,
community primary teachers, who
draw only Tk 750 a month each
from the government exchequer,
started hunger strike until death at

the Central Shaheed Minar from

June 18 demanding nationalisation
oftheirjobs,

On the other hand, two gmups
of government primary teachers
started hunger strike until death
from Saturday last at separate
places in the capital demanding

elimination of wage discrimina-

tion and introduction of school-
based examination gystem.
COMMUNITY PRIMARY
TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION
Leaders and activists of AL led 14-
party coalition, lawyers, university
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Hearing ends,
verdict July 4

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Death Reference Bench of the
High Court has fized July 4 for
delivering the verdicton the sensa-
tional Shazneen murder case,

The bench comprising Justices'

AliAsgar Khan and Emdadul Haque
scheduled the date yesterday on
completion of hearing both the
prosecution and the defence argu-
ments over a period of 31 days. Both
the sides made their submissions in

shortonthelastday ofthe hearing. —

Presenting statements of the
witnesses, documents of the case,
and different precedents of the
higher court, the prosecution

appealed to the bench to uphold

thelower court judgementof death
sentences for the acoused six.

But the defence, prcsent_ing:

their arguments, appealed for

acquittal of the defendants.
Shazneen Tasnim Rahman,

youngest daughter of a leading

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

8-PAGE, 4-COLOUR WORLD CUP SPECIAL EVERY DAY

AFP, Hanover

An inspired France marshalled by
Zinedine Zidane swept to a 3-1 win
over Spain here on yesterday to et
up a dream World Cup quarterfinal
datewith Brazil,

Spain took the lead with a pen-
alty from David Villa before Frank
Ribery levelled, with Patrick Vieira
and Zidane finishing offa memora-
ble nightforles Bleus.

France had promised to show
her true face after making. heavy
weather of her opening group
matches and she Kept her word as

Raymond Domenech's ageing side

produced their prettiest football

into glory

AEP, Dortmund

Brazil striker Ronaldo said he
hoped he had given his country-
men and women cause to start
partying after his goal in a 3-0
canter over Ghana made him the
topscorer inWorld Cup history.
"T'm very happy with the result,
and with breaking the record -- but
we win asateam. Igetgoals andon
we go," grinned the 29-year-old
Real Madrid star,
His fifth-minute strike gave him
SEE PAGE 15 COL1

Ronaldo shoots|

since arriving in Germany and
arguably the bestsince he tookover
afterEurp 2004,

But it was Spain who went
ahead in the 26th minute after
defender Lilian Thuram tackled

Pablo Ibanez from behind, steps

ping on the Atletico Madrid
defender's ankle.

Ttalian referee Roberto Rossett
hadno hesitationin pointing to the
spot despite protests from Zidane
with David Villa steppingup to slot

the ball low and left past Fabien

Barthez to leave the 1998 champi-
onson the back foot.
Up to then France were match-

ing Spain step by step for pace,

‘through hall f

French captaln Zinedine Zidane (L) celebrates his goal with fellow midfielder Franck Ribeny
equaliser, during their round of 16 match against Spain at the Hanover stadium yesterday.

i.: ry Henry

squared the ball
for ‘the young M
to fluffhislines
Casillag' gmﬂ

erxight only

41st tnirmte

two Spanish .
steppedtheo

Hasnabad, Ekuria
Keranigonj, Dhaka.
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