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Brazil's mighty World Cup dynasty
bids for more history and a
qmrterﬁnu berth here Tuesday
against Ghana, a shocking African

liehutnnte talking tough about
topplii ng the South American
uad.

i mtmding champion Brazil is
onlyfourgames shy of a sixth World

Ap crown, with 63-year-old man-
ng'dt@hﬂns Alberto Parreira trying
to becomie only the second man to
guide two winners, joining 1930s
lalian bossVittorio Pozzo.
© "W hope to maintain our
alen record against African
. we have to respect
reira said. "They're
gﬁni they have nothing to

Brazilian rplaymaker Ronaldo
mmim:e eclaim as the all-time
Wnﬂd Cup goal king with a 15th
career “while Brazil captain
Cafp‘,&sﬁ-year ~old fullback, could
\ brcﬂ&:pninksvmha 19thmatch
appearance d 16th victory.

\ "To play 19 matches at theWorld
Cupﬁnn]i,tsnfabl.ﬂuus thing," Cafu
said. "And 1 wins I'will be proud
ofthismeo

Hehastog&t itfirst. Blocking the
path is an upstart Black Stars side
that senthome the Czech Republic
and the United States, both ranked
in FIFA's top five, and brings a

Ll
3razil aiming higher

flamboyant, fast-paced style simi-
lar to Brazil but tempered with
discipline.

"Maybe it's realistic. Maybe nol
but 1 believe in my guys,” Ghana
coachRatomir Dujkovicsaid.

“They are the first favourites to
take it again. But first they have to
face Brazilians from Africa. Black
Stars are afraid of nobody, not even
Brazil.

It will be very difficult to stop
them. But I believe and I am confi-
dentthe BlackStarscandoit.”

They will face Ronaldo,
Ronaldinho, Roberto Carlos and
the other Selecao samba stars
without top playmaker Michael
Essien, the Chelsea midfielder
forced to the bench by an accumu-
lated yellow card suspension.

"We're going to miss him. He's a
very important player," Dujkovic
said.

Brazil could be without Real
Madrid striker Robinho, 22, who
started in the 4-1 victory over
Japan. He complained ofthigh pain
after practice Saturday.

"We can't tell at the moment if
there has been a muscle tear or if
it's just a pull, but Robinho has
never had muscle problems;?
Parreirasaid.

Ronaldo, 29, scored. twice
against Japan to match Germany's
Gerd Muller for the all-time Cup
scoring mark. Coming off an

injury-hit year for Real Madrid and
weight woes, his German nick-
nameis Pummelnaldo, orroly poly.

"Ronaldo is getting better and
better,” Parreira said. "He is a very
special player.”

More turning back the clock to
his 2002 prime and Pummelnaldo
could pummel opponents.

"Il have been very patient. You

* have to keep working and not lose
heart,” Ronaldo said. "l came to the
finals in a much worse physical
condition than my teammates
(but) Ifeelbetter and better.”

Parreira's first coaching assign-
ment was with Ghana in 1967.
Three decades later, he knows well
the obstacle in Brazil's path to a
repeat throne.

"It was a lovely surprise to sce
them go through and fully
deserved," he said. "I've not seen
them hang back in this tourna-
ment. They like to go forward. They
have their own style and won't
change it because they're facing
Brazil.™

The Brazil-Ghana winner
advances to a quarterfinal on
Saturdayat Frankfurt againsteither
Spain or France.

Former Juventus midfielder
Stephen Appiah, Ghana's captain,
made it clear the lone African side
in the final 16 welcomes the chal-
lenge posed by Brazil.

SEE PAGE 20 COL'S

razil captalﬂ Cafu (L} ﬂghls fnr the ball with Runa!dmhu during atraining session at Bergish Gladbach Stadium on Sunday.
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Record not on
Ronaldo's mind

AFP, Bergisch Gladbach

Breaking the all-time record for
goals in the World Cup is not top of
Brazil striker's Ronaldo's list but
beating African side Ghana in
Tuesday's second round clashis.

The 29-year-old's brace against
Japan brought the Real Madrid star
level with German Gerd Muller's
mark of 14 but he said on Sunday
thatitwasn't really on his mind.

"l dedicated the two goals
against Japan to my son Ronald,
who was in the stands wearing a
Brazil shirt," said Ronaldo, whose
second’ goal especially under-
mined his critics who said he was
too slow and too fat to be in the
starting XI of the five-time champi-
0ns.

"My target is to win the World
Cupandiflscoregoalsallthe better.

‘I am not obsessed being the
leading scorer at the World Cup or
breaking records.

‘' am of course delighted to
have equalled therecord of 14 goals
andifitakeit to anewlevel, Iwillbe
even happier but the objective
remains as it always has been to
Wvin theWorld Cup.

“These landmarks are always
around. For instance if 1 score

against Ghana I.could be the player
to score Brazil's 200th goal at a
World Cup finals, but so what.
Beating Ghana is the most impor-
tant thing," added Ronaldo, who
was top scorer at the 2002 edition
including both goals in the 2-0win
over Germany inthe final.

While beating Ghana remains
his next target, Ronaldo accepts
that the African giants will be no
pushovers,

"We are in good form, and well
prepared to take on whoever is the
opponent,” said Ronaldo, who like
his teammates failed to convince in
the first two matches, a 1-0 win over
Croatia and a 2-0 win against
Australia.

"Now it is the tum of Ghana,
whowe knowwell.

"We have watched their
matches (the first two a 2-0 defeat
byltalyand a 2-0victoryoverCzech
Republic) and we will try and prey
ontheirweaknesses.

"We know the players well, as 21
ofthe 23 playin Europe.

"However we must not be com-
placent, as they have plenty of
quality players.”

Ronaldo also dismissed sugges-
tions that he was happier playing

SEE PAGE 20 COL 5

Robinho out of
Ghana clash

AFP, Bergisch Gladbach

Brazilian striker Robinho is out of

today’s World Cup second round
meeting withGhana asthe five-time
world champions bid to reach the
quarterfinals, the Brazilian Football
Confederation (CBF) said Monday.

The 22-year-old Real Madrid
star had a scan on his painful right
thigh which forced him to leave
training early on Saturday and
although he can'walk normally the
test showed swelling, albeit no tear,
aCBF statement said.

"Robinho will therefore miss
Tuesday's game against Ghana and
carry on with physiotherapy,” the
statementsaid.

“It's just a little problem,”
Robinho himselfinsisted.

"I'll keep on with the treatment
and then, God willing, I can be back
in contention if the team beat
Gnana.”

SEE PAGE 20 COL 1

A¥P, Wurzburg

Facing the biggest match of their
lives with their star player ban-
ished, Ghana's Black Stars are

nonetheless confident they can’

shock five-time champion Brazil
without Chelsea midfielder
Michael Essien.

Essien will miss Tuesday's
second-round knockout show-
down at Dortmund in a yellow-
card suspension after receiving his
second booking of the first round in

a2-1 victory over the United States -

for a foul on US captain Claudio
Reyna. )

“I'm happy and dssapp& nted,”
Essien said. "I'm glad for the team
that they are through-to the next

won't miss

round butl'am sad for myself that |
will notplay.”

Essien, 23, has an uncanny
ability to orchestrate defensively
while making mighty contribu-
tions to Ghana's attack, both with
dangerous long balls and control
overflowandposition.

"Hé's a very important player.
Of course it upsets me to lose a
player of this quality who can make
problems. But I'have confidence in

e guys,” said Ghana coach
atomirDujkovic.

“Any player who comes in place
of Michael Essicn will do his best,
maybe not at a level like Michael
Essien but I'm sure he can do it at
closetothislevel.”

Essienled Lyonto French league
crowns in 2004 and 2005 before
Chelseaspent 38 million Euros, the
largest transfer fee ever for an
African player, and brought him
onto the roster which captured a
second English Premiership crown
thisyear.

Just as Dujkovic stresses before
every match that his players have
fun, he emphasizes teamwork
above the contributions of any
individual, even Essien.

“He is not the engine of our
team. Always 11," the 60-year-old
Serbiansaid.

Ghana captain Stephen Appiah
said the team is disappointed to
face Brazil without Essien, bt
must move on.

Cafu on verge
of record

AFP, Herpisch Gladbach

Brazil's evergreen captain Cafu
said on Saturday he would be very
proud to break the World Cup
record for appearances and games
won when the five-time champi-
ons play Ghana in'a sccond round
clashin Dortmund onTuesday,

The 36-year-old fullback will
make his 19th appearance for
Brazil in World Cup finals, a
national record, when he leads out
the teamn and should they prevail
over the classy African outfit break
the record number of victories with
186.

"To play 19 matches at the World
Cup finals is a fabulous thing," said
Cafu, who would be appearing in
his fourth successive final were
Brazil to make it to the July 9 cli-
max. -

"And 16 wins. 1 will be proud of
this record,” added Cafu, who
stands to become the first player to

SEE PAGE 20 COL 1
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A battle of

samba kind

AFP, Dortmund

Brazilian star striker Ronaldo is
unsure who will start alongside
him when the defending World
Cup champions meet Ghana here
Tuesday, but he and his squad
know the African upstarts are a
serious threat.

Ghana defeated Buro 2004
semi-finalist Czech Republic and
2002 World Cup quarter-finalist
United States to book a shock berth
in the round of 16, but the Cup
debutantes are unfancied against
an all-star team with five Cup
Crowns.

“We must not be complacent as
they have plenty of quality play-
ers,” Ronaldo said. "We've watched
their matches. We will try and prey
ontheirweaknesses,”

Robinho, a 22-year-old team-
mate of Ronaldo at Real Madrid, is
doubtful with a sore right thigh
while two-time starter Adriano was
reportedly upset with coach Carlos
Alberto Parreirabenching him fora
4-1first-round win over Japan.

"It was no better or worse with
Robinho," Ronaldo said, dismiss-
ing the notion he favored his club
partner. "Everybody is in the same
boat, those who play will give
everything and those who don't
willwaitfortheir chance.

“The squad is in good shape, We
are united and confident that we
can go the whole way. Every one of
us is ready to make sacrifices to win
theWorld Cup.”

Ronaldo, nagged at 29 by weight

Bmd coach Pam:!m ‘Ghana have
' been a boautiful! surprise and. they
| desorved to qualify. They have good
| technique and play wilh great speed.”
Midfielder Juninho Pernambucano:
*ltwill be 8 very dangerous game and we
have to lakecara,"
Ghana coach Dujkovic: ‘it's wvery
difficult to stop them, If you slop
Ronaldhino, there is Ronaldo. If you stop
Ronaldo there Is Roberto Carlos. If you
stop (him) there is Cafu so it will be very
difficult, very tough.
"They have excellent individuality, But
as ateam they are nol playing so well as
before.”

and fitness issues, scored twice
against Japan and could break the

' all-timeWorld Cup scoring markhe

shares with Germany's Gerd Muller
by notching his 15th goal against
Ghana.

His top concern, however, is
advancing Brazil to the lastelght.

"I'm not obsessed being the
leading scorer at the World Cup or
breaking records,” Ronaldo said.
"My target is to win the World Cup
andifl score goals all the better.

"l am of course delighted to
have equalled the record of 14 goals
andifl take itto anewlevel, Iwillbe
even happier.

"But the objective remains as it
always has been - to win the World
Cup.”

Former Juventus midfielder
Stephen Appiah, Ghana's captain,
i§ not awestruck by a Brazil lineup
that also includes two-time World
Footballer of the Year Ronaldinho
andstars Roberto Carlos and Kaka.

"We're happy we're going to
face Brazil. No fear. No fear"
Appiah said. "We play the same
style too. That's why we have a
chanceagainst them."

Parreira, who coached Ghana
earlier in his career, said the Black
Stars will be dangerous even with-
out Chelsea midfielder Michael
Hssien, suspended after two first-
round yellow cards,

"There may be no Michael
Essien but there is Stephen
Appiah,” Parreirasaid.

“They are good and they have
nothing to lose. They are playing
against the five-time world cham-
pions and one of the favourites for
thistitle. |

"They will shoot on sight. They
will be aggressive and we have to
workout how to pass the ball around
under thosecircumstances.”

That's why Robinho's possible
absenceisaconcern.

"We don't know whether it is

simply a bruise which would be
good news, or in the worst case

Brazll v Ghana head- Il:»hna d recnrd
(FIFArecords)

Brazilleads 1-0

1996: Brazil 8 Ghana 2 (Rio Preto)

scenario ifit is astrained muscle, in
which case he wmﬂﬁ‘%nw to
undergo treatment,” | I team
doctorjose Luis Runooﬁ

That leaves Inter _Miian's

Adriano, who Parreira ‘has not
sulked aver Roblnho ssﬁﬁfhgsinsl
Japan.

"I don't ﬂnd

=

depressed,” Parrei.msai Mﬂﬂnu
has trained well and ll:; case
there is no reason to' bp d
because you havenotpmln one
maitch.”

Parreira, 63, cuuld]oinlSM and
1938 Italian manager Vittorio
Pozzo as the unly mentors Lo coach
multiple Cup winners after guiding
Brazil's 1994 championship.

Ghana coach RatomirDujkovic,
a'60-year-old Serbian, reminds his
side that the millionaire Brazilians
pull on their shorts oneleg atatime
aswell,

"It's always tough in the World
Cup against strong tos.ms espe-
cially for debutantes,” Du;kwic
said. "I say just to l.reatihem like
any other team. I'm telling
themit's 11-on- llandtﬁeballisin
themiddle.

"It's very difficult to stap all the
stars from Brazil. We have to pre-
pare a strategy to stop:them and
howto scare some goals,

“I'm sure the B
sufferiftheyare goingto:

The South Ameﬂuam often
impose some suffs xof their
own, posing a formidable test of
the discipline Dujkwfb empha-

sizes,
tactically

must

"They are dnngamm; \
50 We must put prusureonllmmso
they don't do anything danger-
ous,” Ghana str!ko; Asamoah
Gyan, RN

Roharta Catios; 5
Roberto, 8:Kaka, 1n-RomHmho S
Ronaldo, 7-Adriano X

Ghana(4-4-2)

22-Richard Kingston; 15-John Paintsil
13-Habib Mohammed, S-John Mensah,
7-Shilla fiiasy; 9-Derek Boateng, 10-
Stephen Appiah, 20-Ofto Addo, 11-
Sulley Muntari; 14-Matthew Amoah, 3—
Asamoah Gyan ;

PHOTO: AFP
WE'RE BACK: Ghanaian forwards Sulley Muntari (L) and Asamoah Gyan discuss tactics during a training session in
Wurzburg on Sunday.



