We were led to believe that
Sheikh Hasina was to be the
recipient of an award in

Ko ta,‘and since she was
\dsiﬂnglhdia. she would
also meet the Indian leaders.
Bur, since the award turned
out to be unworthy of some-
one ofheralnmre. Sheikh
Hasina would skip the
ceremony entirely ( She

fiefdom, kingdom,
_ gtceteras  under-

1 g rife with turbulence. It
is a hniﬁ‘ilag. It takes decades to
build the: tight bureaucratic, civil
institutions that are

it Is not understandable
unry that was birthed
mﬂp’mnmnc electionand
‘an established civil
ﬂﬂlhliﬂhed institu-

finally received it, though)
Were her colleagues unable
to determine the quality of
this award before accepting
it in her name? If a trip to
receive an award of no
repute was the sole impetus
behind her trip, was it not
simply a waste of money
and time? '

We are approaching some

democracy to its fullest extent in a
spanof more than three decades.
The two leaders, wearing the
omery family feathers, being at the
helms of two national parties, must
answer for the nation's failure in
achieving an well-functioning
democracy. However, before
answering to the nation, it shallbe
in their own interest to answer Lo
their own party, as to the reason,
why they should remain at the

helms despite a plethora of failures *

and indignities.

It is true that family connection
is a known and powerful political
factor. [t Is amply exemplified in
out neighbouring country and also
in o country with more than two

crucial months in our coun-

better spent on the ground
with the people of

PHOTO: AFP

try, and the time would be

Bangladesh, not the leaders
of neighbours, however
amicable they may be to us.

Sheikh Hasina's trip simply
does not make sense to me.
Sanjoy Kumar Nath
Chitragong

centuries of mature democracy. So,
[ have nothing against the fact that
the two leaders rule the largest two
democratic parties of the country.
But can the leaders explain, why
there is no periodic council meet-
ing as dictated by party constitu-
tion? If they cannot follow their
own party constitution, how one
can expect that they shall abide by
the constitution ofthe country?

Effective leadership is more like
a seedling that grows slowly up in
shine and rain. Leadership ought
not be imposed, lest it becomes an
elephantine ineubus!

Neither Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman not Zinur Hahman Were
appointed leaders of their parties.

ISRAEL ISSUE

This is in response to Mr. Sameer
Ahmad Khan Mojlish's letter
wurging all sane countries not to
establish ties with an illegal state
like Israel. 1 will ask Mr. Sameer
whathe meantby sane countries?

It seems to me that Mr
Sameer didn't get to understand
what I'was trying to say. The lame
excuses he made for not recog-
nising the state are obsolete.
What is Mr. Sameer's point that
having one oppressor is better
than two? I would like to make it
clear why a poor nation like
Bangladesh should or should I
say must have ties with Israel.
Israel is one of the richest coun-
tries with modern science and
technology. Almost50% of Israel
exports are tech based products.

Bangladesh can benefit tremen-
dously from Israeli investment
and technical know-how in all

fields.
No wonder,

arenatoday.

I hope Mr. Sameer will con-
sider these things before taking

any position.
Oneil Osman, On e-mail

Pakistan has
taken abold step forestablishing
ties with Israel amid strongoppo-
sition at home. Though the oil
rich Gulf States, exceptQatar, do
not have any diplomatic rela-
tions with [srael most of them are
eager to have ties with Israel. So
they extended their businesses
by directly or indirectly investing
in Israel. All these explain how
Israel is important in the world

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman climbed
theladder over time. Ziaur Rahman
built the party from scratch.

Is it not right for their descen-
dants to do the same?
MohammadZaman
Cary, NC

What is wrong

with us?

Political unrest with continuous
hartals, violent agitation by gar-
ment workers, unbearable load-
shedding during the hot summer
days and nights, unabated cor-
ruption ete are some of the char-
acteristics of daily life of an
ordinary citizen living in the
country. There isn't much to feel
happy about the way things are
goingin the country. It makes me
wonder if there is something
inherently wrong with us as a
nation, orifall these are unavoid-
able characteristics of a country
with so little resources and so
many peaple.

After the fall of the autocratic
regime in 1990 and the free and
fair election of 1991, people sawa
rayof hope again for the first time
after independence. Despite
difficulties, things were begin-
ning to get better. People started
feeling empowered. The private
sector started to flourish under

{ the congenial policy environ-
ment of the democratic environ-

ment.

However, for reasons best
known to perhaps only the
Almighty, peoples’ hope and
confidence began to erode.
While the private sector contin-
ued to flourish, the benefits of it
started to accumulate inonly a
few hands, thanks to the rampant
corruption that allowed for an
evil nexus between political
leaders, businessmen and the
civil servants, While the political
parties exploited Bangladesh's
number one ranking in the
Corruption Perception Index,
little was done to check it. Now,
we seem to have accepted it as
our fate to be the number one for
yearsto come,

Deep-rooted hatred and mis-
trust among the two major politi-
cal parties have gone so far as to
threaten holding of another free
and fair election. The activities of
the CEC have been unprece-
dented. The opposition as usual
is making the ordinary people
hostage by creating chaos and
anarchyin the streets.

It's a pity that the ordinary
people are made to endure so
many problems, many of which
are our own making. I wonder
whether the dream of the ordi-
nary people tolivea peacefuland
happy life willever be fulfilled.
Zubair Sadeque
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA
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There are some people who
compare the King of Football
Pele with Maradona; it is
ridiculous. It usually happens
during the World Cup. Pele
started his career in 1958
whenhe was only 17 yearsold
and amazed the world with
his brilliant performance.
Pele finished his voyage of
World Cup in 1970 with Brazil
winning the top honours and
he also scored 12 goals. On
the other hand, Maradona
started his World Cup cam-
paign in 1982 and asa 'rough’
player he conceded a red card
and was ruled out from the
tournament. During Pele's

times it was very difficult to
go through the players as the
referee did not take stern
decisions against rough tack-
lers.

Many soccer experts criti-
cised the Argentinean
Football Association for not
declaring Alfredo de Stefano
as the all time greatest foot-
baller of Argentina who made
Real Madrid Europeancham-
pions five (imes in a row.
Only Stefano could be com-
pared with Pele, not
Maradona.

Muhammad BinAbdullah
Cox'sBazar
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