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y affected people
gratila gas filed in
anj is mounting again as
1e government nor the
company settled pay-
pensation to them, a

sat:und blowout in

Theyw;ll hald similar demon-
strations today and lay a siege to
the gas field office for six hours
from Gam, leaders of the Parishad
said.

During yesterday' siege
programme, villagers under the
banner of Tengratila Dabi Aday
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A BLOwWOUT

Sangram Parishad kept the main
gate of the gas field complex
locked for four hours from 10 am,
keepingofficials and staffinside.
Field Manager of Canadian

company Niko and other staff

could not come out of the com-
pound duringthe siege.

At the rallies on both days,
speakers said the local affected
peaple would continue till their
just demands are met.

Azimuddin, convener of the
Parishad chaired the rallies on
both days. The speakers included
Shamsul Alam, Union Parishad
members Md. Shahjahan and
Hossain Ali, Hajrat Ali, Abdul
Motaleb, Abdus Salam, Nasir
Uddin, Abdur Razzaque, Badsha
Miahand Abdus Samad.

They called upon the authori-
ties to accept their 6-point
demand or to face tougher agita-
tiomn.

The demands include pay-

NATI

: atlon for compensatlon

mentof Tk 84 crorein co mpensa-
tion for environmental damage,
propercompensationtobll
families and inclusion of more
28 earlier dropped from the list of
families affected by the blowouts,
employment for locals in the gas

Iﬁler:l. establishment of a gas

based 50 MW power plant near
Tengratila, arrangement for
supply of safe water to villages
and setting up of a health com-
plexin the area.

The affected people around
Tengratilagas field did not get

compensation a year after the
second blowout that took place
in the field on the night of June 24
lastyear.

The first blowout took plage
on January 27 last year during
drilling a well. The blowout sent
flames up to 50 feet, creating
panicinthearea.

After the first blowout, about
600 families were evacuated from

villages adjoining the gas field
and asked to stay away for three
months. They were paid Tk 6000
per family per month and
assured of compensation for
damage to their property includ-
ing croplands, water bodies and
gardens.

As the compensation was not
settled, theystarted agitation.

The governmentis yettosettle
the matter, a year after the sec-
ond blowout, which triggered
agitation again.

The government and the
Canadian company are virtually
silent on payment of compensa-
tion.

Even, the authorities are yet to
settle realisation of compensa-
tion for the burnt out gas as well
as the environmental damage,
which has been estimated by a
high level technical committee
formed by the government.
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Cultural acﬂ\fhts hrought out a procession in Chittagong city yesterday marking the 12th death anniversary o

Shaheed Janani Jahanaralmam.

Cancel ﬁendua |

BNP confce

Party men oppose
Khadija's committees
OuR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

Hundreds of BNP activists of two
upazilas yesterday took to the
streets here demanding cancella-
tion of Kendua upazila BNP confer-
encescheduled tobeheld today.

Juba Dal central committee
member Rafiqul [slam Hilali led the
procession, Wuiorﬂsw com-
prising the BNP activists in Atpara
and Kendua upazilas paraded the
mainstreets of the town.

Later, a mammoth meeting was
held in front of Netrakona Press
Club.
gakers demanded immediate
cancellation of the conference
sayiu all the union committees
Were rormech by BNP lawmaker
¥hadiza Amin violating the party
cumlilllﬂnm'ﬂmy sought immedi-
ion of Prime Minister
Kh&lednﬂik 3 lflnwlﬁovl:mment
and Ruml Development Minister
Mannan B!;ﬁum o resolve the

eclared that they
ﬁl'; if the confer-

g dule. They
in ME, for
li}icv and non-

i ties. They also
said that no Mﬂnpment work was
done in Atpara and Kendua
upazilas during her tenure who was
elected from Netrakona-3 constitu-

ency. - g

today a

Ctg city AL council
‘ter 9 years

Party high-ups want
Mohiudin as secretary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Chitragong

The much-talked-about triennial
council of Chittagong city Awami
League will be held today after
nine years.

It will begin at the Engineers
Institute auditorium of at 10 am.

Party Presidium member
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim MP is
scheduled to inaugurate the con-
ference. Presidium member
Begum Motia Chowdhury will be
present as chief guest.

The last conference was held
on April 1, 1997 in which MA
Mannan and ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury were selected presi-
dent and general secretary for a
third consecutive time.

MA Mannan, former labour and
manpower minister, and
Mohiuddin Chowdhury, mayor of
Chittagong City Corporation, have
been holding the two key posts for
21 years.

Party insiders said the senti-
ment of mid-level leaders, activ-
ists and supporters is in favour of a
‘much-needed’ change to pave
the way for young generation to

comeup for leadership, keepingin
mind future of the party.

Some sources claimed that
Mannan may quit the party's top
post voluntarily and Mohiuddin
Chowdhury would replace him,
paving way for joint secretary Kazi
Inamul Haq Danu to become the
new general secretary.

Others however said the desired
change may not take place
because.

“The section wants Mannan to
continue in his present position
foranother term,” said one souirce.

Mannan, in last few months,
held several meetings with the
party rank and file in 41 wards and
talked about future leadership in

‘the party.

In those meetings, local leaders
in more than 30 wards reportedly
expressed their support for
Mannan, sources said.

Meanwhile, some sources
claimed that party high-ups were
in Favour of Mohiuddin
Chowdhury as the next president
and thatheshould beselected, not
glected through direct vote of
ecouncillors.

Birsreshtha
Matiur's
memory
recalled

SuMon S UDDIN, back from
Narsingedi

Speakers at a discussion held at
Raipura in Narsingdi recalled the
bravery of Shaheed Elight
Lieutenant Matiur Rahman, Bir
Sreshtha, during the LiberationWar
of Bangladeshin 1971,

Organised by Hasnabad Public

Lib rary (HPL) marking repatriation

of the remains of the national hero
from Pakistan, the discussion was
presided by Md Morad.

Discussants lauded the govern-
mentinitintive in bringing back the
hero'sremaing in Bangladesh. They
urged the people to help build a
better Bangladesh.

Freedom fighters and members
of the civil society participated in
the discussion held on Sunday.

KUSHTIA AUG 17 BLASTS
Khulna STT defers
charge framing
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Charge framing against 11 J]MB men
including its three top leaders in two
bomb attack cases in Kushtia was
adjourned yesterday by Judge Abdus
Samad of Khulna Special Trial
Tribunal (STT).

Only three out of Il
chargesheeted accused were pro-
duced before the court. They are
Habibur Rahman, Shamsul Alam
andAkbarAli.

Four accused are absconding.
They are Mashiur Rahman, Nizamul
Hug, Siddiqur Rahman and Lutfor
Hahman.

Four athers are in different Jails.
They are JMB Chief Shaikh Abdur
Rahman, second:in-command
Siddiqul Islam alias Bangla Bhai,
IMB 'operations commander’ Ataur
Rahman Saniand Rakib Hasan.

The two cases were recorded
with Kushtia Sadar thana and Islami
University thana in connection with
bombblastsonAugust 17 lastyear.

The cases were sent to Khulna
STTonJunes.

Judge Abdus Samad directed
police to produce all the aceused
except absconding ones today for
charge framing.

7 Bangladeshis
returned by BSF

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
yesterday handed over the seven
Bangladeshi nationals including
twowomento BDR afteraflag meet-
ing held at Thotarpara border point
anSunday night.

BSF had abducted them from
Challishpara border point in
Daulatpur of Kushtia Sunday morn-
ing.

Aceording to sources in 9 Rifles
battalion, a BSF team from
Charbhadra camp of Murshibabad
district entered into Bangladesh
territory through border pillar no-154
and kidnapped the Bangladeshis at
gunpoint when they were working at
apeanutfieldataboutB:00am.

The abducted persons are Anwar
Hossain, 25, Mahiuddin, 34, Tengur,
40, Liton, 22, Rabea, 36, Hlima
Khatun, 30and Rafiqul [slam.

All are residents of Ramkrishna-
purvillage in the upazila.

BDR had earlier sent a letter to
BSF protesting the incident and
asked for handover of the
Bangladeshis.
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STAR NATIONAL DESK

The International Day Against
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking
was abserved in districts yesterday
through various programmes (o
create awareness about the vice.

The programmes, joined by
officials, professionals, elite in
district towns and cross-sections of
people, included colourful rallies,
discussion meetings, cultural
functions and street corner meet-
ings.

Drug abuse is a man made
problem, which can be eradicated
if concerted efforts are made
jointly by the government and the
people, speakers said at a discus-
sion meeting in Satkhira, our corre-
spandent reported.

Drug peddlers continue their
illegal trade under the nose of a
section of law enforcers and offi-
cials, they said at the meeting held
atSatkhira Stadium.

They called for creating aware-
ness at all levels about the danger-
ous affects of drug use, which is
increasing in Bangladesh, particu-
larly among youths.

The discussion was organised
by NaboditMahila Sangha, ananti-
drug organisation floated recently
by women to fight drug abuse and
drug trade, [ts president Mamotaz
Khanwas in the chair.

Satkhira Deputy commissioner
Md. llias was the chief guest while
Police Superintendent Fazlur
Rahman, Sadar thana Officer-in-
charge Md. Shahjahan and district
sports association general secre-
tary Shahidul Islam were special
guests.

It was addressed by, among
others, municipality commission-
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ers Shafiquddowla Sagar and Anis
Khan Chowdhury Bakul, Afroza
Banu Mira, Anwar Shahadat,
Shahnaz Parvin, Farida Akhtar
Banu and Nasrin Khan Lipt.

Describing drugabuse and drug
trade a regional problem, the DC
said a group of women in
Polushpole in Satkhira town
recently set an example by compel-
ling a drug peddler to leave the
area. This should inspire others
and be an eye-opener for law
enforcersand officials, they added.

“The wamen took to streets and
compel a drug peddler Adar Ali to
leave the area, the DC said and
called upon males to build up a
movement against drug peddlers
and to create awareness among
people about bad effects of drug
use,

Other speakers alleged that
drug peddlers are doing their
business with the help of a section
oflaw enforcers.

At the meeting, the SP declared
amid cheers that stern action
would be taken if any member of
law enforcing agencies is found
helping or sheltering drug ped-
dlers.

e urged the people to identify
and nab drug peddlers and 'cor-
rupt’ policemen.
~ The women speakers said they
formed the organisation to fight
drug peddlers and free the society
fromdruguse.

They vowed to continue the
fight against drug peddling and
use,

Our B'baria Correspondent
feports:

The district administration, in
cooperation with anti-drugorgani-
sations, clubs, educational institu-

made problem

Anti-drug campaign in districts marking International Day
Against Drug Abuse

tions and socio-cultural bodies,
organised a two-day programme to
fightdruguse insociety.

The programmes included a
maotorcycle rally in the town, street
corner rallies, a colourful proces-
sion, discussion meetings and
cultural functions,

The colourful procession
brought out in the town on Sunday
was led by the Deputy
Commissioner. Later in the day,
r}uths and policemen jointly

rought out a motoreycle rally in
the town, which drew attention of
all.

A discussion meeting (o create
awareness about drug use was held
at the municipal community cen-
tre with Additional District
Magestrate (ADM) Banamali
Bhaumik in the chair. Deputy
Commissioner Muhammad Saidur
Rahman was the chief guest. It was
addressed by, intellectuals, jour-
nalists, cultural activists and lead-
ers ofanti-drug organisations.

Our Khagrachhari
Correspondent reports: Drug useis
increasing among adolescents,
particularly from poor families
living in slums who are also use as
carriers, speakers said at a discus-

‘sionmeeting here yesterday.

Teenagers living in bus and
railway stations and launch termi-
nalsare most vulnerable as they are
used bydrug traders, they said.

Drug trading is conducted from
certain pockets in urban areas,
which are known to law enforcers,
they said. They can easily root out
thedens,

The speakers also urged the
authorities concerned to include
topics on effects of drugs in text
books,

The Prothom Alo Anti-drug Movement brought out a procession in Cox's Bazar yesterday marking the International Day Against Drug Abuse.

Unite to eradicate man

ot
TN,

The meeting chaired by
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Nurul Amin was organised jointly
by the district administration and
Drug Control Department. The
speakers included Deputy
Commissioner Humuun Kabir,
Police Superintendent Nawsher
Ali,

Earlier, a colourful procession
was brought out in the town.
Teachers, students, officials and
cross-sections of people joined the
rally, led by ADC Nurul Amin.

Our Staff Cmrespoudent
reports from Khulna:

Over 2000 studenis at & discus-
:.lun meeting here yesterday said
'no’ to drugs and pledged mﬂght
drugpeddling.

The meeting for high s(:hnnl
students was held at Khulna
Divisional Mmuseum auditorium
marking the International Day
Against Drug Abuse nud"‘!,ﬁicit
Trafficking. 1.

It was organised jo{nlty b?
Change Makers, a local
rights and civic education organi-
sation and the UN Ipfurmaﬂnn
Center (UNIC), Dhaka,

Former lawmaker Enayer Ali
was the chief guest while UNIC
officials Kazi Ali Reza and Momtaj
begum and Change Makers' presi-
dentTanbirul lsiamSlr.ldxqukspoke
atthemeeting.

Our Cox's Bazar Correspondent
reports: The Protom Alo
Bondoshova organised a colourful
rally in the tourist town with a
slogan: No to Drugs.

The rally drew hundreds of
people including teachers, stu-
dents and NGO officials who riised
slogans against drug use and ped-
dling.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Trucks carrying exported goods
werestranded along the vulnerable
Burimari-Paglapir road connect-
ing Burimari Land Port following
heavy shower for two hours yester-
day.

Potholes and ditches were
developed at many points of the
88- kilometre road linking the
Dhaka-Dinajpur highway. Some
loaded trucks narrowly escapecd
accidents during rain.

The people of Jaldhaka under
the banner of '[aldhaka Shartho
Sangrakhon Committee’, a eciti-
zens' committee, are agitating for
the last one and a half months for
immediate repair of the road. As
part of their agitation programme,
they held meetings and brought
out processions, staged token
hunger strike, created road barri-
cade and laid siege to the offices of
Nilphamari Deputy
Commissioner's (DC) and
Bangladesh Water Development
Board (BWDB) chief engineer at
Rangpur. They called hartal on

withdrawn later considering the
prevailing political situation.

Earlier, commitlee convenor
Shamsuzzaman Shamuwhois also
convenar of Greater Rangpur
Importers and Bxporters
Association, threatened indefinite
hartal demanding repair of the vital
road.

Everyday, at least 250 trucks
loaded with 25 tons of goods ply

June 12, but the programme was

along the road. Although Burimari
port is situated at Patgram in
Lalmonirhat, the road which leads
to port runs through six upazilas in
three districts, But a major part of it
runs through Jaldhaka which is in

“badshape.

The Roads and Highways
Department (RHD) controls 30-
kilometre portion of the road. The

rest 58-kilometre portion was huilt
by BWDB in mid-80s, Nowboth the
offices expressed inability to repair
theroad duetolack of fund.

While contacted, local Jamaat
lawmaker Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury said the entire portion
of the road was handed over to the
RHD in December. Later, a38-crore
proposal was submitted to the

Part of the Burimari-Paglapir at Jaldhaka market after alight shower.

Cries for road repair ignored for long

Burimari-Paglapir road virtually unuseable

Planning Commission for approval
but to no effect, he said.

However, the lawmaker
expressed optimism saying he
along with three lawmakers in the
areawould meef the finance minis-
ter for approval of the proposal by
both the Planning Commission
and ECNEC.




