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a_rreswdj-_{'l,u;ing the mass arrest
drive two weeks ago, are still
wailing in [front of the Dhaka
Central Jail gate for the release of
theirclose ones.

Police arrested several thou-

“sand people in Dhaka ahead of

the opposition alliance's Dhaka
siege programme on June 11,

Arman Mia, a grocer of
Arambagh, was anxiously wait-
ing yesterday afternoon at the jail
gate for the release of his brother
JulhasMia.

Arman said the court granted
Julhas bail five days ago but the
nameand addressofhis brotherdid
not match with fhe name and
addresswrittenin thereleascorder.

Arman said his business faced
a setback for the arrest of Julhas
as he has already spent lots of
money for his brother's release
and failed to attend to his busi-
ness properly since Julhas was
picked up_l:sy the police from
roadside,

Most of the detainees were
arrested under the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police Act and
shown artested in false cases,

secure

said [la Chanda, deputy director
of Ain O Salish Kendra, which is
providing legal aid to the detain-
ees.

But the police denied the
allegation and said they were
arrested in connection with
regular cases.

She told Star City yesterday
that the problem with those still

got release order from the court
but have to stay in jail for
unmatched names and
addresses, have no choice but to
restart the whole process in the
court forgettingrelease.

Liton, a worker of Desh
Bandhu Bakery at Mirpur
Section-6, was arrested under
DMP Act and later he was shown

The detainees, who got release order from
the court but have to stay in jail for
unmatched names and addresses, have no
choice but 1o restart the whole process in the
gourt for getting release

in detention has taken a different
turn as the names and addresses
ofthe detainees in some cases do
not match with the release order
by the court,

1la said this could happen due
to negligence of the police in
keeping the detainees' identity
properlyinthe documents.

She said the detainees, who

arrested in three other cases.
Employer of Liton said that
police arrested Liton on the way
to hisworking place.

His employer said Liton had
not been accused in any case in
the past.

Ila_Chanda also said some
people were shown arrested in
false criminal cases including

reedom

murder and abduction charges
but the human rights organisa-
tions can't help them as they
[human rights bodies] have
some limitations,

Khadiza Siddika, programme
organiser of the legal aid service
of Proshika, told Star City yester-
day that she reached the jail gate
with the release order of Liton
but failed to make him free from
theconfinement.

She said, "The jail authorities
informed me that Liton was not
inside the jail."

With legal aid from Proshika,
at least 52 detainees got release
order from the court but only six
of them could be freed from the
jailand others appeared missing,
shesaid.

The legal aid providers plan to
continue with theit initiatives for
therelease ofthe detainees.

Hlasaid they will bein constant
touch with the high officials of
police and the home minister for
therelease ofthe innocents.

"How long do I have to wait for
my brother's freedom?” asked a
crying Arman Mia, brother of
detained Julhas, seeking help
from the reporter for his
brother'srelease.

Anxious relatives of the detainees were desperate for news at
Dhaka Central Jail about their near and dearones.

Taking care of orphans _
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Ratul's father loft him and his mother

and married another woman before he
was even born. When Ratul was one and
a half years old, his mother handed him
to "Families For Children” (FFG), a vol-
untary organisation where he grew up.

Leaving her son to FEC, she married
another person and never came to see
her son in the last 13 years. Now Ratul is
in class IX in a semi-government school,
He stood second in his first term exami-
nation. He can also play guitar.

"I'would like to continue my study
but I'have not been able to decide yet
since I'm an abandoned child,
Everything is uncertain in my life,"
said Ratul. "Despite the uncertainty I
want to do something good and be
established in future," he told Star
City.

There are 131 abandoned children
like Ratul in the FFC which started its
activities with the objective to provide
much needed help to the abandoned,
destitute, malnourished children. The
children stay in two rented houses in
Uttara and a vacation camp in
Narayanganj. Their age ranges from
newhorn to 16,

Patricia Coveney, an Irish national

whﬂ works as a volunteer for FEC shared
her story on how she got involved with
the organisation.

"While on a layover as an Emirates
airline crew member in Dhaka Sheraton
Hotel about five years ago, I came to
know about FEC, After meeting these
orphans, [ became emotionally attached
to them."

"Their faces would light up with joy
whenever I brought gifts for them.
When I realised that they needed
financial support, I decided to resign
from Emirates in December 2005 and
started working with FFC," said
Patricia.

Sheis trying to help FEC in fund
raising and giving financial support in
different ways. She collects donations
from local people, friends and different
organisations. She also works to create
awareness among people to know about
EEC.

Recently she talked to Dhaka
Sheraton hotel authorities who have
agreed to provide linen, bedding, cloth-
ing and furniture for the children at FEC,

"We want to give these children moral
support so that they do not have to
suffer from identity crisis. We have a
plans to take the grown up children of
FFC as trainees,” said Mahbubur
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Rahman. public relauons officer of
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.

Meanwhile FFC arranges adoption of
babies to local Bangladeshi couple and
has sofar arranged adoption-of three
children, said Shikha Biswas, assistant
project manager of FEC.

Among the children staying at the
home, 22 are disabled. Some of them
receive physiotherapy three times a
week,

BEEC has a school within the home
where the children can read upto class
V. Children of class V to class IX are sent
to schools outside the home.

The home provides computer training
forall the children. It also provides voca-
tional training to the children and five of
its older girls are attending garments
training and knitting courses in UCEP
(Underprivileged Children's Educational
Programs).

Shikha Biswas said many families are
helping them in different ways.
Sometimes they provide one day's free
meal to the FEC children -- sometimes
they provide donations in the form of
zakat for the destitute children.

“Thus well off families can extend
their helping hand for the welfare of f
these destitute, abandoned children so/

that they can live,” Shikha said. /

o'i;' 21 June, Anwar Hossain, a
student of Dhaka University with
disabilityon hisleftleg, was trying

o board Gulistan-Mirpur Volvo

bus number-04311 owned by
Hangladesh Road Transport
Corporation (BRTC), but the
helper didnotlethim.

en I started crying, some
pedeslnans and bus passengers
helpedmeintothebus," said Anwar,

Visually impaired Maimuna
Hague, from Rampurasaid: "After
trying to getonabus for one hour
at Motijheel, I'was finally able to
do so, only with a passenger's
help while thc helper turned me
away."

“T'even p the fare as [ am not
aware of the ?m.l:ty of free travel-
ling that the government has
provided,” shesaid.

-P’e'upie Jike Anwar and
j msnpposcd to have

wo seats reserved for them in all

public transports as per the
announcement by Bangladesh
Road Transport Authority (BRTA),

theyare often denied to thisright.

According to the BRTA circular
of October 16 last year, facilities
such as a separate ticket counter,
reserved seats and all assistance
must be extended to the disabled.

Buses and minibuses controlled
by Bangladesh Sarak Paribahan
Samity (BSFS) are also supposed to
keep at least two reserved seats for
the disabled people with a notice
hungover theseats,

This correspondentinspecteda,

few BRTC buses on June 22, and
found no sign stating that the seats
werereserved for the disabled.
When asked a driver of BRIC
Volvo that plies the Motijheel-
Mirpur route, said: "Only a few

disabled people geton publicbus,

so other passengers take the
reservedseats.”

When asked again, why they~

don'ttake steps to arrange seats by
removing regular passenger$ for
disabled people when they get on
the bus; he said that they try but
regular passengers get annoyed
anddonotwant to getup.

"I do not know about the free

abled passengers
rived of rights
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ride for any such passenger as [
was not told by the driver," said a
BRTC double-decker bus helper.

Officials of BSPS said that they
haveasked all their staffs of public
buses and minibuses to make
seating arrangements for dis-
abled people just behind the
driver'sseat. >

When asked why BSPS did not
implement theinstructions of the
BRTA circular about hanging a
notice that reads "reserve for
disabled people” in buses, he
said: "We didn't think it was
important. We will notify our
vehiclesimmediately.”

When further questioned why
the staffdo not follow BRTA rules, he
said: "Weusuallykeep seatsreserved
for the police personnel but not for

edisabled passengers.”

When asked whether the
authority is aware of the harass-
ment faced by disabled passe A?ers
in public transports, Taimur Alam
Khondaker, chairman, BRTC said:
"We are trying to ensure theright of
reserved seats for the disabled
passengers without fare,"

"If any bus helper or driver
does not allow them to ride the
BRTC buses, they can complain to
medirectly," he added.

Fazlul Azim (Nadim), a human
rights officer of Action of
Disability and Development,
said: "The government shouldnot
only ensure the right of reserved
seats for the vast number of dis-
abled’ people, but increase the
numberaswell.”

“We have already started a
campaign in favour of disabled
people so that they get a special
Identity Card for a smooth jour-
ney in the reserved seats," said
Nadim.

According to the World Health
Organisation, 1.4 crore are physi-
cally challenged in Bangladesh,
which/is nearly 10 per cent of the
country's total population.

BRTC now operates 789 buses,
including 50 Volvos, 305 double-
deckers, on 150 routes through-
out the country and all the buses
haveatleast two seats reserved for
people with any form of disability
withoutany fare,
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Due to lack of pru;ier drainage system, water-logging on the premises of Central Shahid Minar is a common sight on rainy days.




