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Mellrah slnkes

Mehrab Hossain Ir hit back-to-
back centuries as Bangladesh A
tightened their grip on the second
four-dayer against Zimbabwe A on
the third-day at the Mutare Sports
Clubgroundyesterday.

| The second string Bangladesh
side rode on Mehrab's patient
knockand awhirlwind half-century
fram Alok Kapali to declare their
secondinnings at258-6 in 65.3 overs
to set an improbable 381-run win-
ning targetfor the home ream.

Mehrab, the young left-handed
.apener, scored an unbeaten 100 off
‘206 balls after a seintillating 120 in
ithe first innings while Kapali, who
‘smashed 111 in the first easy, accel-
.erated therun-rate with a45-ball 66,

Sakib Al Hasan and captain
‘Tushar Imran were the other nota-
ble scorers, making 34 and 27
respec

Em'lfeﬂzfl«ann spinner Enamuil

ue took the remaining two

ckets of Zimbabwe A to deliver

|hls second five-for in the series as

well as ensuring a 122-run first

linnings lead for the visitors having

wrapped up the opponents for 258.

Zimbabwe A had resumed the day
on 251 for8,

Enamul, who scalped nine
wickets mli]e first match, claimed
five wickets for 61 runs while pacer
Mohammad Sharif grabbed two

wickets for39.

Inzamam eyes
winning Eng
swansong

AFP, Karachi

(Pakistan eaptain [nzamamul Haq
'said he would love a win on his final
iEngland tour as his side flied out
Sunday fora tough two-and-a-half
'month tour.

Inzamam is leading the 15-men
squad o England where they will
play four Tests, five one-day inter-
natonalsand side matches.

“This would be my last tour of

andso Twant to make itmemao-
rable with a win,” Inzamam told
AFP belore the team's departure
for London.

The 36-year-old master bats-
man made his Test debur at
Edgbaston on Pakistan's tour in
1992 and has since played 109 Tests
for Pakistan scoring 8,266 runs --
second only to Javed Miandad's

— Pakistan rect:lrd off, ah'i"
stan do not have a touy of
tﬁ;ﬁd in the ICC (International
Cricker Council) future tour
programmeannounced up to 2012,

Inzamam. said 'his side have
prepared extensively for the tour
andwerein highspirits.

“We have had some good prepi-
rations for the tour and in all
departments we are capable
enough to achieve the best results
in England,” said Inzamam.

R \
Did U Know?
T I I AT P TR
Eleven languages were spoken by 44
volunteer interpraters at Giants Stadium in
New York In the 1994 World Cup. Only

Romanian and South Korean could not be
translated.

“DickAdvocaat
. (SouthKorea foothall coach)
“It is no shame to lose to them but
\the way we lost hurts a hit. We
"deserved something from the sec-
dondhalf®
‘After losing 2-0 to Switzerland in
‘theWarld Cup.

QTennis

AFP, London

Maria Sharapova believes she can
reclaim the Wimbledon title by
rediscovering the fearless
approach that brought her the title
asa l7-year-old.

Sharapova stunned the tennis
world when she beat Serena
Williams in straight sets in the 2004
final but she has yet to fulfill the
potential suggested by that
unlikely rriumph.

Injuries have been partly to
blame but Sharapova hersell
believes she is simply paying the
price for having realised her dream
far earlier than she would ever have
imagined.

*When I thinkback, | do wonder
why I won Wimbledon at 17 vears
old?" shesaid.

“lrwasn't because my game was
50 good that I was dominating
everyone. | was just really fearless
outthere.

I didn't care who was on the
other side of the net. I didn't care
whatpeople thought.

“l didn't care about expecta-
tions. I blocked that out of my mind
ineverysinglematch thatl played.

"When I look back and think
about it [ know [I've got to keep
doing that. Looking at me two years
ago, you wouldn't say I was the
strongest player, that I did every-
thing right. [just found away towin
and I did. I took my chances and I
won."

Sharapova admitted she is still
some way short of being a com-
plete player and added: "I knew it
was going to be tougher and
tougher to win my second one. I've
said before that I'm not at the peak
of my career and it is going to take
time for me to be at the top of my
game."

Sharapova, seeded fourth this
year, nevertheless believes she isin
sufficiently good forot to win again,
despite a shock defear by world
number Bl Jamea Jackson in a
wirm-up tournament at
Birmingham last week.

“I won this tournament before
and I think I can win it a second
time. Once [ get on to court my
game will come into place and I'm
looking forward to starting. It's the
biggest tournament of the year for
me."

On paper, this year's wamen's
singles look wide open, although
Justine Henin-Hardenne has per-
haps made hersell favourite after
following up her third French Open
win by claiming victory on grass in

Kahn reopens
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'I'm sorry, but do you the replace
the one wha's been the number
one for years when he's playing
consistently because another
keeper is supposed to be a 'tick’
better? That's no justification for
me," hesaid.

'I've been playing right at the
top level far the past two years, ['ve
done wellin my Champions league
games, won the German league
and German Cup twice, and have
immense tournament experience,’
Kihn told the magazine,

"There was actually no reason to
changethenumberone.'

Germany plays Argentina for a
place in the World Cup
quarterfinals in Berlin on Friday.

it's Wimbledon time

Sharapova seeks self-revival

the traditional pre-Wimbledon
tournamentat Eastbourne,

The Belgian lacks the sheer
hitting force of defending cham-
pion Venus Williams or her Belgian
compatriot Kim Clijsters, but she
has few equals in terms of her will
to succeed and is desperate (o
complete a full set of Grand Slam
titles.

Serena Williams and Lindsay
Davenport are both missing this
yeir because of injury while Venus
Willinms missed nearly ‘three
months of competition earlier this
year and looked rusty as she exited
the French Open at the quarterfinal
stuge.

World number one Amelie
Mauresmo had her preparations
ruined by a shock defeat by close
friend Nathalie Dechy in the first
round at Eastbourne. The
Frenchwoman certainly has the
power to succeed at the All England
club but serious doubts remain as
to whether she has the necessary
temperament to produce her best
form whenit really counts.

This year also sees Martina
Hingis, a champion here as a 16-
year-old in 1997, return to the All
England Club for the first time in
five years.

Leading Scorers
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Mohamed Kader (Togo), CA Moare
(Australia), Muntari (Ghana), Nakamura
(Japan), Neuville (Garmany), Park Ji-sung
(South Korea), Pauleta (Portugal), Piilo
(Italy), Raul (Spain), Rebrov (Ukraine),
Robben (Nethedands), Rusol (Ukraine),
Saviola (Argentina), Senderos
(Switzerland), Simao Sabrosa (Porfugal),
Sma (Croalia), Tamada (Japan), Tevez
(Argentina), Van Nistelrooy (Metherlands)
Van Persia (Netherlands), Vieira (Francea),
Xabl Alonso (Spain), Zigic (Serbia-
Mantenegro), Zinha (Mexico).

PHOTO: AFP

Russian tennis star Maria Sharapovatrains in south London on Sunday on the eve of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships.
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quality players."

Ronaldo also dismissed sugges-
tions that he was happier playing
alongside Real Madrid reammate
Robinho than [nter Milan's barrel-
chested forward Adriano, who
Ronaldo set up for the first goal
against Australia but has bheen
reported to be unhappy he did not
play any role in the 4-1 win over
[apan.

"It was nd better or worse with
Robinho," said Ronaldo, who may
well have Adriano as his strike
parter for the Ghana clash as
Robinho is struggling with a pain-
ful thight* '

"We justshowed that we have an
excellent squad and that the couch
can rely on everybody to do agood
job,

“(Carlos Alberta) Parreira (the
goach) has to see how weare playing,
andllikethe others wanttoplay.

“Everybady is in the same boar,
those who play will give everything
and those who don't will wait for
theirchance.

“The squad is in good shape, we
are united and confident that we
can go the whole way. Every one of
usisready o make sacrifices to win
theWorld Cup.”

Coach Carlos Alberto Parreira
thinks Ghana could cause them all
sortsofproblems.

The 63-year-old said he
expected the Ghanaians to come
out all guns blazing as they had
nothing to lose having already
done superbly to reach the last 16
beating Euro 2004 semifinalists
Czech Republic and 2002 World
Cup quarterfinalists the United
Statesinthe group stage.

"You would do well to remem-
ber their pedigree,” said Parreira,
who coached the ‘Black Stars' in
1968,

"Ghana like Cameroon and
Nigeria areoutstanding teams.

“They have talented players and
theyarenotasnaiveasthey were.

"Their players play all over
Europe, and they have lost their
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worse for the Swedes had their
goalkeeper Andreas [saksson not
made some blinding saves
throughout the game. The match
exploded into life in the fourth
minute as Podolski put the
Germans ahead after fine work
from Miroslav Klose. And not long
after that, the incessant probing of
the Germans paid offagain asKlose
and Podolski linked up again for
the newly recruited Bayern man to
put his side further ahead. It was a
goal for Germany but made in
Poland and much of the credit has
to go to Klose who drew three
defenders before slotting a reverse
pass for Podolski to slot home.
Although there were no more goals
throughout the match you always
got the feeling that the Germans
knew that they were in control,

* moresoafterthedismissal of Teddy

Lucic for a second bookable
offence. The only time they looked
shaky was early in second half
when Christoph Metzelder con-
ceded a penalty that Henrik
Larsson sent into orbit. Beyond
that though, it was all Germany as
they created chance after chance
but failed to convert. It was Ballack
versus Isaksson at one point as the
midfielder thundered in shot after
shot all of which Isaksson was

equalto, Ballack did notgethis goal -

but he will take advancing to the
quarterfinals as more than an
adequate consolation.

What will worry the new
Chelsea man is the fact that they
will play Argentina who rid a
Mexican wave with all the experi-
ence of a big team to secure a 2-1
victory.

Maxi Rodriguez provided a
knockout punch to the Mexicans
with an outstanding 25-yard volley
with his left foot -- a goal that could
well stantlas the best ofthe tourna-
ment. It came in the ninth minute
of extra time as Maxi received a
pass from Sorin, cut inside and
volleyed home from the edge of the
area.

As Mexican goalkeeper Oswaldo
Sanchezlaterlamented, 'the match
could only be decided by brilliance
or a mistake.' In this case it was
brilliance ofthe highestorder.

Rodriquez's goal came about
after an enthralling and exciting
game of end-to-end football where
Rafael Marquez slid in a goal only
for Crespo to equalise. For the rest
of the ningty minutes and some
both teams were on an even keel,
Argentina though will be buoyed
with the performance off the bench
of Messi and Tavez and their enor-
mous strength in depth will pro-
vide astrong backbone for themon
which tosucceed. Not that they will
enjoy playing the hosts.

Revenge for 19907 Or revenge
for 19862

We will find out on June 30, Unril
thenenjoy the Round of Sixteen.

innocence.

"We hope to maintain our
unbeaten record against African
teams but we have to respect
Ghana.

"There may be no Michael
Essien (he is suspended), but there
isStephen Appiah.

“They (Ghana) are good, and
theyhavenothingtolose.

“They are playing against the
five-time world champions and
one afthe favourites for thistitle.

“They will shoot on sight. They
will be aggressive and we have to
work out how to pass the ball
around under those cireutn-
stances,” added Parvéira, Who is in
his third spell as Brazil coach and
landed the 1994 World Cup in his
second try atthe job.

Parreira denied that there was
any fricion berween himself and
Adriano, who was rumoured to be
unhappy at not playing in the final
group match against Japan.

"No, I don't find that he is
depressed,” said Parreira.

England eliminate
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'God Save The Queen' from
England's fans during the half,
nothing could stir Eriksson's men
from their torpor and they looked
grateful for the half-time whistle.
TEAMS

England: Paul Robinson; Owen
Hargreaves, Rio Ferdinand, John
Terry, Ashley Cole; Michael Carrick;
David Beckham (Aaron Lennon
87), Steven Gerrard (Stewart
Downing 90+2), Frank Lampard,
Joe Cole (Jamie Carragher 77);
Wayne Rooney.

Yellow card: John Terry (18], Paul
Robinson (78), Jamie Carragher (82)
Ecuador: Cristian Mora; Ulises De
la Cruz, lvan Hurtado, Geovanny
Espinoza, Neicer Reasco; Edison
Mendez, Segundo Castillo, Edwin
Tenorio (Christian Lara 69), Luis
Valencia; Carlos Tenorio (Ivan
Kaviedes71), Agustin Delgado.
Yellow card: Valencia (24), Carlos
Tenorio (37), Llises Dela Cruz (67)
Referee: F de Bleeckere (Bellgium)
Attendance: 52,000,

Jose's high-ball
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frenzy, was alsoin buoyant mood.

"It was a dream goal, no doubt
about that,” the Atletico Madrid
midfieldersaid,

“It was a really tough game, with
Mexico making it very difficult for
us butwe came throughin theend.

"Now we are confident we can
gofurther and beatanyone.

"Germany are tough oppo-
nents, but we have to think about
ourselves. Argentina are capable of
beatinganyone.,"

Argentina also got some back-
ing from Mexico coach Ricardo
Lavolpe, a member of Argentina's
World Cup-winningsquadin 1978,

"Well it's never easy facing the
hosts and they're playing very well
too, " hesaid.

"Nevertheless | think Argentina
or Brazil will be there in the final
againsta European team.”

(3 AT ) R PER A
Lre Lt sdadd .
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penalty area remind me of Gerd
Muller,” Beckenbauer said.

Klose scored five goals in
Germany's surprise advance to the

2002 final, but has looked a more
complete player here, notching

four goals already. Beckenbauer,
the chief organiser of the tourni-
ment, and Muller were teammates
when West Germany won the 1974
World Cup on homesoil.
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AFP, Basseterre

Opening batsman Wasim Jaffer hit a
half-century and shared two vital
stands to help India make a strong
reply in the third Test against West
Indies ar Warner Park here on
Saturday.

Jaifer scored 60, as India, replying
to West Indies first innings total of
581, reached 150 for two when
stumpsweredmwn on the third day,

faffer struck 10 boundaries from
101 ballsin 2-3/4 hours before he was
caughtatsecondslip -- the lastoftwo
catches for West Indies captain Brian
Lara there -- off Dwayne Bravo in the
finalhour before the close.

Thetall, languid opener shared 61
forthe first wicket with fellow opener

added 63 for the second with
Venkatsai Laxman to lay a solid
platform for the Indians.

Laxman was not out on 28 and
Indian captain Rahul Dravid was not
out on 20 at the close, after the visi-
tors had collected the last five West
Indies first innings wickets for 19
runsin thespace of33 balls.

West Indies had continued to
grind the Indian attack for most of
the morming period with Shivnarine
Chanderpaul being left sranded on
97 not out and Marlon Samuels with
B7leadingtheir charge.

Chanderpaul struck half-dozen
fours and two sixes from 213 balls in
5-1/4 hours, and Samuels smote
eight fours and three sixes from 161
ballsinnearly3-1/2 hours.

+ Off-spin bowler Harbhajan Singh
however, snared four of the last five
West Indies scalps to end with five
wickets -- for the |Bth time in'Tests -
for 147 muns from 44 overs 1o be
India'smostsuccessiul bowler.

Munaf Patel supported with three
for 134 from 32 overs and Shantha
Sreesanth and Sehwag snared one
wicketapiece, IndiathenlostSehwig
after making a brisk start to their first
innings (o reach 64 foroneattea.

Sehwag, who Daren Ganga
dropped on 12 at gully off Pedro
Collins, failed to make full use of his
reprieve, and was caught at second
slipfor31 edgingallat-footed driveat
a defivery in Corey Collymore's first
OVEr

Virender Sehwag, who fell for 31, and®

It was the only success for West
Indies before the break, and after the
break, Jaffer and Laxman settled
down to play some enterprising
strokes either side ofthe wicket.

Jaffer reached his 50, when he
square drove Collins for his eighth
boundary, but driving loosely at
Bravo gave West Indies their second
success.

Hefore lunch, Chanderpaul and
Samuels both completed half-
centuries before the half-centuries to
help West Indies continue the long,
hardgrind for India.

With few alarms, the pair barted
through the extended morning
period, after West Indies continued
from their bedtime total of 420 for
five.

Chanderpaul glanced Munaf
Patel'to deep fine leg for a single to
reach his 50, and Samuels tumed
Anil Kumble through square leg fora
single toreach his landmark.

Outside of the personal mile-
stoneés for Chanderpaul and
Samuels, the game meandered intoa
sleeper, with the West Indies com-
mitted 1o haring long, and India
employing some negative tactics o
stem theflowofnms.

Samuels and Chanderpaul car-
ried them to 536 for fiveatlunch, and
looked set to continue from where
theyleftoffafter theinterval.

Samuels lofted Harbhajan for a
straight sixand over wide long on for
another, then Chanderpaul hit the
off-spinner over wide long-off for a
third in the second over after the
interval thatcost 19runs.

The West Indles pair had added
156 for the sixth wicker, when
Sehwagmadethe breakthrough.

Bowling his uncomplicated off-
spin, Sehwag had Samuels caught at
deep mid wicker in the third over
after the lunch interval with a deliv-
ery darted into his pads, and in the
following over, Denesh Ramdin was
caught at square leg off Harbhajan
forthree pullingashortish delivery:

Two overs later, lerome Taylor
skied a pull and was caught at mid
wicket for three off Harbhajan, who

 removed Pedro Collins caught

* behindedgingadoosratoslip, before
the off-spinner bowled Corey
Collymore through his legs to deny
Chanderpaulhislandmark,

The half-centuries from
Chanderpaul and Samuels followed

Jaffer hattles for India

hundreds from opener Daren Ganga
(128) and vice-captain Ramnaresh
Sarwan (116}, as well a5 83 fram left-
handed opener ChrisGayle.

The four-Test series is still level at
0-0, after the first two Tests at the
Antigua Recreation Ground and the
Beausejour Cricket Ground ended in
tense draws. The series conciudes at
Kingston's Sabina Park from [une 30
tefuly«.

Warner Parkis stagingits ArstTese.
Ithas become the ninth'[estvenuein
the West Indies and the 84th'in the
World.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at close on thd third
day of the third Test between West
Indies and India at Warner Park on
Saturday:

WEST INDIES: First innings (over-
night420 forfive)

Gayle bPatel 83
Gangab Patel 135
Sarwan lbwb Sreesanth L6
Laralbw b Patel - (i}
Chanderpaulnotout = 97
Bravo ¢Dhoni b Harbhajan 21

Samuels ¢ Harbhajan bSehwag 87
Ramdin cJaffer b Harbhajan = 3
Taylar cYuvrajb Harhhajan 2
( ulll!hLDMVldeﬂlhB&jﬂl‘t 1
Collymoreb Harbhajan® 0
Extras: (Ib-14, w-I,ab=EL) 26
Total: (Alloutin 170overs) = 581
Fall of wickets: 1-143, 2-346, 3-362,
4-371,5-406, 6-562, ?-571].8-5?5 9-
581

Bowler 0O M R W
Patel =4 134 '3
Sreesanth 3L 199001
Kumble 47 B 400 0
Harbhajan 4 6 147 5
Sehwag {7 IRy )

INDIA: Firstinnings

Jafferc Lara b Bravo L)
Sehwag cLara b Collymore 31
Laxmannotaut 28
Dravid notout 20
Extras: (Ib-1,nb-10) 1
Total: (For2 wkis ind6overs) 150

To bat: Y Singh, M Kaif, M Bhori, &

Kumble, M Patel, H Singh, S'
Sreesanth o !
Fall of wickets: 1-61, 2124 i
Bowler 0O M R W
Taylor 1257 1 1588 Of
Collins 13 1 B4 0
Collymore 1002 - i
Bravo e i f e
Gayle P e ﬂ!

Umpires: R. Koertzen, B, Jerling

Mahela
K¥AN Cricket

AFP, Chester-Le-Streer

T

Sri Lanka captain Mahela
Jayawardene's seventh one-day
intemational hundred sawhisside to
an eight-wicketr win over an out-
classed England at the Riverside here
Saturday as the tourists went an
unbeatable 3-0 up in the five-maich
NatWest Series.

Jayawardene made 126 not out as
Sri Lanka, set 262 for victory, finished
on 265 for two (o inflict what was
England's 13th defeat in 17 one-day
infermationals. '

Together with wicketkeeper
Kumar Sangakkara (58 not our),
Jayawardene shared an unbroken
third-wicket stand of 140 in 155 balls
as Sri Lanka won with nearly eight
overstospare,

England stand-incaptain Andrew
Strauss hacd said before the start of
the series that if his wam scored five
individual hundreds they'd be suc-
cessful.

But, unfortunately for him,
Jayawardene's innings meant he'd
witnessed a century in each match
from a Sri Lanka batsman with
England no nearer endipg their
woefulone-day form inthé sun-upto
next year's World Cup in the
Caribbean.

England, who'd bowled 43 wides
in the previous two matches, only
sent down five this time but more
than compensated with a series of

leads from front

lnosedellwr:c

"Asaside, individuallyandeollec-
tively, we've got to have a long, hard
look at ourselves," Strauss told
reporters afterwards. "If we're hon-
est, we haven't been up 1o interna-
tional standard so0 far this series and
we've been comfortably the second-
bestteam.

"We know we canplay alot better
thanwehavedoneandit'suptousto
find a& waty to do it," added Strauss,
captain in the absence of Michael
VaughanandAndrew Flintoff.

For Sri Lanka, on a roll since
squaring the Test series 1-1 at Trent
Bridge earlier this month before
winning the one-off Rose Bowl
Twenty20 clush, this was asignificant
victory with the bulk of their previous
successinthe sub-continent.

4 "Ihatwasprobably thebestgame
we've played out of the three," said
an elated Jayawardene. "I think our
bowlers bowled really well and when
chasing a scare it's important one of
the guys makes a big hundred and it
was my day today (Saturday). I'm
very happy with that.

"This is very big. The whale tour
has been hard for us. When we came
herealorof things were said about us
being a young sice,” fayawardene,
captain in place of Marvan Atapattu,
whose back injury prevented him
coming to England, added. "Our
guys worked really hard and it's
payingoffnow."

Sri Lanka gotoff to a flyer after [an
Bell's patient 77 had been the corner-
stoneofEngland’s261 forseven.

¢ PHOTC: AFP
SriLanka capta[n Mahela Jayawardene plays an upper cut during his blister-
ing 126 against England during the third one-day international at Chester-
Le-Streeton Saturday.

Sanath Jayasuriya, fresh from hls
122 in Sri Lanka’s 46-run secon
one-day international win at The
Oval on Tuesday, cashed in against
Stephen Harmison and Liam
Plunkett, both playing on theif
Durhamhome ground.

Plunkett's first two overs went for
17 runs but England’s plight was
summed up by the fact thar Sajid
Mahmood, his replacement, had
conceded 80 runs in seven avers at
The Oval.

However, Mahmood steuck first
ball torun out Jayasurivafor23.

With Sri Lanka B8 for one off 11
overs, medium-pacer Collingwood,
the third Durham playér on show,
faced another rescue operation just
as he'd done when coming to the
creasewith England92for three.

Upul Tharanga, who'd made a
century in Sri Lanka's 20-run series-
opening win at Lord's, gave his
wicketawayon4l.

But that was as good as it got for
injury-hit England with
Joyawardene's 16th four, off
Harmison, seeing him to a 104 ball-
Cenury.

Earlier, England again lost early
wickets with dangerman Kevin
Pietersen caught behind for six.

The umpires later refused
England a substitute fielder for
Pietersen, ruling he had a pre-
existing injury after taking a blowon
thekneeatThe Oval.

Bell, on the ground where he
scared a'Test-best 162 notoutagainst
Bangladesh last year, was rusn out in
the penultimate over having faced.
114 balls with three fours. _

Such was Sri Lanka's control that
star off-spinner Muttiah
Muralidaran, who'dleftthetourtobe
with hisill son, was barelymissed.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the third one-day
international between England
and Sri Lanka at the Riverside on

Saturday:

ENGLAND:261 for ¥

SRILANKA

Tharanga ¢ Strauss b Daleymple 41
Jayasurivarun out 23
Jayawardene notout 126
Sangakkaranotout 58
Extras: (b-1,b-6,w-5,nb-5) 17

Total: (For 2wkis ind2.2 avers) 265
Fall of wickets: 1-28, 2-125

Did not bat: T Dilshan, R Armold, F
Maharoof, D Fernando, C Vaas, L
Malinga, M Bandara.

Bowler O M R W
Harmison IR 01850
Plunkett 52 0 46 0
Mahmood Sty O =S
Collingwood fie. DR D
Bell Iees el = 0
Dalrymple AR e A1
Loudon 6 0 36 0

Result: Sri Lanka weon by 8 wkis
and lead five-matchseries 3-0.
Man-of-the-matech: Mnheln
Jayawardene.

REMAINING FIXTURES

June 28: Old Trafford

July01: Headingley



