into the World Cup
al§ here Sunday, scoring
lhl! Jonly goal in a 1-0 victory over
Eeuador. :
_B_t:ckh_l_ eurled in a trademark
freekick onthe hour to become the
first Englishman to score goals in
three World Cups and set up a last
“eight showdown with: either
Portugalor Holland next Saturday;
But the Real Madrid star's first

international goal for 13 matches
could not mask another lacklustre
display from England, who again
lookedvulnerable atset-piecesand
struggled to click in hot, humid
conditions al the Gottlieb-Daimler
Stadion.

Manager Sven-Goran
Eriksson's decision to unveil yet
another new-lookline-up fell some
way shart of being a resounding
success, with Tottenham
midfielder Michael Carrick uncon-
vincing in the midficld holding

role. _

England also looked desper-
ately )bereft of penetration in
attack, where too often Wayne
Rooney was forced to chase lost
causes in his unfamiliar role as the
lonestrikerina4-1-4-1 formation.

On the odd occasions where
England did threaten, poor finish-
ing let them down, with out-of-
form Frank Lampard missing a
goldenopportunitytokill the game
on 73 minutes when he blazed over
after a superb cut-back from

St
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Rooney.

Beckham said he was delighted
to havesilenced his critics.

"I have been struggling in train-
ing and Wazza (Wayne Rooney)
said to me before the match, 'You
have been terrible for the past two
days so you are going to get one
tonight',

“And I got a text message from
(Real Madrid teammate) Robetto

Carlos saying 'score me a freekick’.

It broughtme goodluck,” Beckham
said.

Log on

www.squarepharma.com bd
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He said he believed England
would improve as the tournament
wenton.

"We're in the quarterfinals and
we haven't performed as well as we
cando. Itwill come." =

Beckham admitted he had been
physically sick shortly after scor-
ng,

"I did not feel well before the
game but then I was fine in the first
half. Inthe second halfit just came
out."

Eriksson said he was happywilh
histactics,

"I think it worked. We should
have scored more goals but I'm
rather happy we're in the
quarterfinals again and I hope we

¢ have a different result than last

time" when England lost to even-
tualwinners Brazil.

A lifeless opening 45 minutes
saw England fail to create a single
meaningful attempt on goal, two
tame shots by Lampard and
Rooney both easily saved by
Ecuador goalkeeper Cristian Mora.

In their biggest game of their
lives having never before gone
beyond the group stages, better

ORI D CU PSS PEECIAL

rSp

I't

sports@hedallystarnet

finishing from Ecuador striker
Catlos Tenorio should have sgen
the South Americans take the lead
on 11 minutes after a dreadful
defensive blunder by Lngl:ﬁnd
centre-halfJohnTerry.

Terry slipped and mis-hit a
back-header to Tenorio, who raced
clear with only Paul Robinson to
beat.

But with the England keeper at
his mercy Tenorio took just a frac-
tion too long and his shot was
deflected onto the bar courtesy ofa
superb sliding cover tackle from
leftback Ashley Cole.

That let-off was symptomatic of
an error-strewn start by England,
and their defence looked at sixes
and sevens only moments later
when an Ecuador free-kick created
panicin the six-yard box.

Neither Terry nor Rio Ferdinand
looked comfortable at set-pieces,
and Robinson also failed to con-
vince whenever the ball was
crassed into the box, most notably
when he flapped at a cross on 45
minutes.

Despite several renditions of

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5

1 a{Franm} Ronaltdo (Brazil), Rosicky

AFP, Bergisch Gladbach

Breaking the all-time record for
goals in the World Cup is not top of
Brazil striker's Ronaldo’s list but
beating African side Ghana in
Tuesday's second round clashis.

The 29-year-old's brace against
Japan brought the Real Madrid star
Jevel with German Gerd Muller's
mark of 14 but he said on Sunday
thatitwasn'treally on his mind.

"1 dedicated the two goals
against Japan to my son Ronald,
who was in the stands wearing a
Brazil shirt," said Ronaldo, whose
second goal especially under-
mined his critics who said he was
too slow and too fat to be in the
starting X1 of the five-time champi-
ons.

"My target is to win the World
Cup and if I score goals all the

~ better.

"I am not obsessed being the
leading scorer at the World Cup or
breaking records.

"I am of course delighted to
have equalled the record of 14 goals
andifltakeit toanewlevel, I'will be
even' happier but the objective
remains as it always has been (o
win theWorld Cup.

World Cup finals,
Beating Ghana iq_;ﬁa
tant thing," aﬂdﬂ
was top scorer at the
including both

his next target, Ron
that the African gian
pushover, . '

"We are in good form a.nd well
prepared to take on whﬁem is the
opponent,” said Bonn]dﬁ,‘ who like
his tearmates failed o' ﬁ\*inneln
the firsttwo matr:hes, mm
Croatia and a 2-0 agalnsl
Australia.

"Now it is the lllmpf Ghana,
whoweknowwell.

"We have watche d their
matches (the first two a 2-0 defeat
byItaly and a 2-0victory over Czech
Republic) and we will try and prey
ontheirweaknesses,

“We know ﬁ:eplayeﬁhyull. as2l1
ofthe?23 playin Europe,

"However we musln@:he comm-
placent, as they have plenty of

SEE mgpu coL 4
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World' Cup leading scorers after
Sunday's England-Ecuador match:
4:Klose (Germany)

3: Crespo (Argentina), Femando Torres
(Spain), Maxi Rodriguez (Argentina),
Podolski (Germany)

2: Bosacki (Poland), Bravo (Mexico), T
Cahill (Australia), Delgado (Ecuador),
Dindane (lvory Coast), Frel
]t (Swilzerland), Gerrard (England), Henry

{Gmch Republic), Shevchenko
(Ukmma} C Tenorio (Ecuador), Villa

! | (Spain), Wanchope (CostaRica)

I 1 Adriano (Brazil), Ahn Jung-hwan
. (South Korea), Al Jaber (Saudi Arabla), Al
| Kahtani (Saudi Arabia), Allback

I(Sweden] Alolsi (Auslralia), Appiah

(Ghana), Bakhtiarizadeh (Iran), Bamelia

(Switzerland), Beckham (England),

Cambiasso (Argentina), J Cole

(England), Cristiano Renaldo (Portugal),

Crouch (England), Cuevas (Paraguay),

Deco (Portugal), Dempsey (United

States), Dramani (Ghana), Drogba (vory

Coasl), Flavio (Angola), Fonseca

(Mexico), Fred (Brazil), Frings

(Germany), Glardino (Italy), Gilberto

(Brazil), Golmohammadi (Iran); R

Gomez (Costa Rica), Gyan (Ghana),

laquinta (Italy), lic (Serbla-Monlenegro),

F Inzaghi (Ktaly), Jaidi (Tunisia), Jazird

{Tunisia), Juanilo (Spain), Juninho

(Brazil), Kaka (Brazil), Kalou (lvory

Coas!), Kalinichenko (Ukraine), Kaviedes

(Ecuador), Kewell (Austraiia), Koller

(Czech Republic), B Kone (Ivory Coast),

N' Kovac (Croatia), Lahm (Gemnany),

Larsson (Sweden), Lee Chun-soo (South

Korea), Ljungberg (Sweden), Maniche

(Portugal), Marquez Alvarez (Mexico),

Materazzi (Hialy), Messi (Argenlina),

Mnari (Tunisia),
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sion of the ﬁ.rst
Round of 16 (bn :
cles in and of itself) we ha

selves a peach of a quawszﬁnal tie.
No matter that it had been quoted
in the media from since the day
that the draw was made, but
Germany against Argentina looks
likely to be quite possibly 'gh‘e tie of
the tournament §o far even . digm-
garding history. In ‘this World Gup
alone both teams have sctm:d ten
goals and conceded two each.
Equally impressive? Not quite; but
that takes nothing away from the
charm of the occasion. It will
indeed heamamﬂuu&s;;gmclc--
hopefully. i

However [ am B

ahedd of mysell'

two protagonists reacl
It was the end of

more than capable ¢
a surprise or two. B ut while
latter showed greal ene
verve in their loss 1o Arg
Scandinavians wer
subdued and overa:
occasion as they cra
German side2-0 inMunich.
And it could have been much
SEE PAGE 18 COL 3

Italy v Auslralia*

8:50 pm
Swttzeﬂandﬂltram Im am (Tuesday)
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