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9%9:‘%7* f@ Exhibition

A day in the life of Sufia Kamal

FAYZA HAQ

‘B maynot he able to see
Sufia Kamal anymore,
We have, however,

Proshanta Karmakar Buddha's
exhibition of photographs tracinga
day in her life at Gallery Chitrak.
This display marks the poet and
women's rights activist's 95% birth-
dayon June20.

From his childhood Proshanta
wanited to immortalise the lives of
remarkable women in Bangladesh
who have contributed towards the
society. This he meant to do by
photographing them. Since the days

he read Sufia Kamal's poems in his
schooldayshe had greatadmiration
for her. When he grew up and came
to Dhaka from Faridpur, he con-
tacted Sufia Kamal's daughter

had rapport with Proshanta, who is
apaintertoo,

Proshanta went early in the
morning, when Sufia Kamal was
asleep, and began taking pictures
from the time shewas in repose, so
that she was unaware that she was
being photographed. As she got
up, she had her moming round of
betelleaf and a picture depicts her
before a stand with a paan-dan.

Sayeeda Kamal, who isan artist, and |
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Sufia Kamal listening to her grand daughter sing, (R) the poet reading

abook at leisure

Next, there is a picture of her
reading the daily moming news
and later we see her having her
breakfast with her daughter and
family.

The camera is then focused on
Sufia Kamal reading a book and
writing. Later, we see her meeling
guests, and next, praying after

lunch. Her granddaughter Tia is
seen as entertaining her with song
and music. Her writing of poetry
inthe eveningis also captured and
so the rest of the day is depicted
through the lens in black and
white.

"Although I spent the entire day
with her, 1 did not disturb her in

anyway, and1 myselfhadno prob-
lem. I felt it is interesting to study
how a celebrated lady spends an
average day. This, incidentally,
was done on February 9, 1996, 1
was amazed that despite hier fame,
she felt no pride and kept no dis-
tance from me and my camera,
although I was young and not
quite known at that time. Of
course, 1 was lucky that 1 knew
Sayeeda and got entry into the
household," says Proshanta.

Proshanta photographs in
black and white. Drawing inspira:
tion from Anwar Hossain, he
believes that classic photography
is always in black and white. He
began taking photographs from
1985, under the guidance of his
elder brother. Kalidas Karmakar.
He had given him a Canon AE-1.
Also guidinghim was Syed Rafiqur
Rahimsince 1993,

He has had two. photographic
exhibitions, one on the Eiffel Tower
at Alliance Francaise, when he
went there to study, and one on the
parents of muktijoddahs (freedom
fighters) at the National Museum.
He is now concentrating on having
anexhibition on the sevenwonders
such as the GreatWall of China and
the pyramids of Egypt. He has also
been working on the lives of gyp-
sies and the buildings of historical
importance such as the Kantojir
Mandir and the Lalbagh Fort so
that eventually he can have an
exhibition on them overseas,

The' exhibition jointly organ-
ised by Gallery Chitrak and
Shanjher Maya Trust is on till
June29,

Theatre Fertival, CA;#%@%

Neel Mayurer Jouban to be
staged today

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Barisal-based theatre troupe
Shwabdaboli will stage Neel
Mayurer Jouban today at an eight-
day theatre festival arranged by
Nadimukh at Shilpakala Academy,
Chittagong. Nadimukh has organ-
ised the festival to observe its 15th
anniversary.

Featuring the chronological
history of resistance as well as
courage against oppression, Neel
Meayurer Jouban portrays the urge
for freedom of the inhabitants of
the region. Syed Dulal directs the

play.

A scene from the play

The il Star

Anti-drug cultural Campalgn in Rajshahi

Artistes campalgn on an open truck on drug awareness

A three-day cnmpalg'n hegan in
Rajshahi recently. The campaign
was held in observance of the
International Day against drug
abuse and illicit uamnldng. The
function was organised by devel-
opment organisation CCD Bangla-

desh, its affiliate Youth Voice and
Bangladesh Advanced Students
Alliance (BASA). The programine
was also supported by the National
AIDS/ STD Programme and
UNICEF to raise mass awareness
on these social ills, says a press
release,

Roving cultural shows were held
in crowded streets all over Rajshahi
on the first day. Youth Voice mem-
bers rendered Gombhira and Baul
Asorwith messages on anti-drugs.

Mourical Soivee

Yet another venture by Sl.‘l]OIl

ERSHAD KAMOL

In Srjon's earlier musical soirees
titled Phele Asha Diner Gaan, the
younger singers rendered mostly
songs of yesteryears originally sung
by the eminent singers of Kolkata. In
contrast, the main attractions of
Srijon's 48th such function were
nstrumental and vocal recitals by
prominentiocal singers.

Since 2002 Srijon has been
regularly arranging Phele Asha
Diner Gaan on the last Saturdays
at the Begum Sufia Kamal Audito-
rinm of the National Museum,

The musical soiree began with
an instrumental. Shantanu
Salahuddin was on the santoor
while Meher Hossain was on tabla.
The duo presented a composition
based on Kashmiri dhign. And the
symphony of the string instru-
mentwith the thythm of tabla was
wellappreciated..

Later, ATM Jahangir presented
two Tagore songs Bahuyuger opar
hote and Borshono mondrito
andhakar.

Parhana Akhtar Shirley pre-
sented Ei meghla dine ekia and
Asrudiye lekha, which are popular
songs of Hemanta Mukhapadhyay
and Sabina Yasmin respectively.
Young singer Suman Majumdar
rendered Baro eka eka lage (origi-
nally sung by Mahmudunnabi)
and Baje go bina (originally sung

An upcoming singer performs at the programme

by MannaDe).

Another attraction of the musi-
cal soiree was the duet of Farhana
Akhtar Shirley and Suman
Majumdar. The duo presented two
popularduets -~ Tunii shat sagorer
opar theke and Amar Swapno
turmiwhich were earlier rendered
by Shahnaz Rahmatullah and
Mohammad Ali Siddiqui and Asha
Bhosle and Kishore Kumar duo.

AhmedNewaz's presentation of
Manna De's Rim jhim jhim brishti
and Mahmudunnabi's Ke jano aaj
amar chokhe were attractive.
Farzana Mili rendered two songs
by the two legends: Lata
Mangeshkar of India and Ferdausi
Rahman of Bangladesh. She pre-
sented Ashar srabon mane nato
monand Phuler mala respectively.

Rl A LS B

Upcoming singer Jharna
Rahman sang Mahmudunnabi's
popular song Ami shat sagar pari
diye and Sandhya
Mukhopadhyaya's Thoi thot
shawan elo.

Nazneen Mimi rendered two
songs by Mitali Mukherjee and
Asha Bhosle respectively. She
presented Ami ki tomar mato and
Ekhoninoy jabejodi.

The final presentation of the
soiree was two folk songs by
Halima Parveen. She presented
Ami bandhur prem agune pora
and Tuptap brishtijhore re.

The programme is an appre-
ciable endeavour to promote the
young artistes of the country:

‘captured. He managed to sur-

Seventh Childvens Theatre Fertival

Kishore Khudiram
wins applause

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

“Ek bar biday de ma ghurey ashi ..” There is hardly any Bengali who is
not familiar with the inspirational song writien on martyr Khudiram
who fearlessly stood up against the British raj.

The story of Khudiram unfolded at the Shishu Academy auditorium

recently in the course of the ongoing Seventh Children's Theatre Festi- |

val. The group, Rangpur Shishu Natya Kendra staged Kishore

Khudiram, a play that clearly .
moved theaudience.

In a scene some young men
were depicted undergoing
training to carry out anti-
British missions. Armed with
only bamboo sticks; they sang
“Jorse maare dumdumar benia-
der mathay maar." This vi-
gnette took the audience back
in time, when numerous people
gave up their lives for the moth-
erland. Many were never to be
found.

In the final scene, while carry-
ing out a mission Khudiram was

vive but the British mercilessly
tortured him in prison and
finally executed him.

The sizcable audience
greeted the actors with a hearty
round of applause. The play
was written by Abdul Hye Dur-
bar and directed by Razzak
Murad.
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Young performers in the play

TV producer
Aaron Spelling
dies at 83

AP, Los Angeles

Aaron Spelling entertained genera-
tionsoftelevisionviewers withshows
like Charlie's Angels and Beverly Hills
90210 and left an indelible stamp on
popculture.

One of the most prolific TV pro-
ducers in history, Spelling chafed at
the lowbrow label critics assigned his
many hit series. He called his shows
“mind candy" while critics referred
to themas "mindless candy.”

Spelling died Friday at his Los
Angeles mansion after suffering a
stroke on June 18, according to his
publicist. Hewas 83.

Spelling'sotherhitseriesincluded
Love Boat, Burke's Law, The Mod
Squad, Starsky and Hutch, T.J.
Hoaker, HarttoHart.

Among his prestige films for TV:
Day One (1989), about the making of
the atomic bomb; And the Band
Played On (1992), based on Randy
Shilts' book about the AIDS crisis.

Kidman walks the aisle, _agai—_n

REUTERS, Sydney

‘-

Church bells rang to mark Oscar-winning actress Nicole Kuimans oW
special love story when she married country musicsinger Keith Urbanin a
traditional Catholicceremonyat a cliff-top chapelin Sydneyon Sunday,
Kidman, 39, wore an elegant ivory-coloured dress, reportedly designed
by French fashion house Balenciaga, and sheer veil and carried a simple

posyofwhite roses.

Australian television reported that Kidman's friends, Oscar winner
Russell Crowe and Broadwayand film star Hugh Jackiman, were among the

guests,

Media have specu-
lated that the groom,
Grammy-winhetr
Keith Urban, who
arrived more incon-
spicuously in a blue
four-wheel drive
vehicle, would sere-
nade Kidman with
his hit 1 Want to Be
Your Everything.

Kidman, who won
an Academy Award
for her role in the
2002 film The Hours,
had a very public
divorce from actor
Tom Cruise in 2001,
ending a 10-year
marriage.

Kidman and
Urban, both Austra-
lians but born over-

seas, met in January |

2005 at an awards
dinner held by the
Australian govern-

. ment in Los Angeles

honouting the two of
them.

Nicole Kidman and Keith Urban
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» News Bulletir

News Headlines (Bangla) at B:55
2m.12:10 pin. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00pm.

News (Bangia) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm,8:00 pm.

News (English) 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night:News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:45 am. S:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

Telecast' of BTV news (Bangla and
English) al11:30 pm.

ATH BANGLA

| Mews (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
1 2:00 pm, 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.

Nows (English) 8:20am,7:00pm

Telecast of BTV, News (Bangla and

English) at11:30 pm.
1 Lalest News (Bangla) al 9:00 a.m,10:00

" am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm,

4:00pm.B:00 pro and 8:00 pm,

ntv

News Headiines (Bangla) al 10:00 am.
| 12:00am.6:15pm. 8:30 pm.

+ News (Bangia) 7:30 am, 2:00 pm, 5:00

pm.7:30 pm.10:20 pm.

Telacast of BTV News (Bangla and
| English) #111:30 pm.
| TARA BANGLA
| Neews Hoacires Bere) a5.30pm.7:30pm.
| TaraNows (Bangia) at8:30 pm. 11:30 pm,
'a Tora News Banglodesh (Bangia) at 9:30
I
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The Mask of Zorro
OnHBO at09:30pm
Genre: Action/Adventure

Cast: Anthony Hopkins, Banderas, Zeota-Jones
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