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A¥P, Baghdad

raq’'s hardline Shiite Prime
‘er Nuri al-Maliki on Sunday
resented liament with his
ong-awaited national reconcilia-
tion plan aimed at ending the
violence plaguing the country.
“The plan is open to all those who
want to enter the political process
to build their country and save
theirpeople, aslong as they did not
commitcrimes,” Maliki told MPs,

"Reconciliation and national
‘dialoguedoes notmean honouring
mﬁlﬂg out to the killers and

ynoand athousand nos--
there IS no reconciliation with
those until they are punished for
theircrimes.”

Maliki said the initiative, first
floated on June 6, would be open
only to those rebels who have

ed the “futility” of opposing
the political process that has pro-
duced a new constitution and an
elected government.

"We know that there is a seg-
ment that has followed the devil's
road and were embraced by the
forces of darkness and the
'mukhabarat’ will continue to
commit crimes,” Maliki said, refer-
ring to the feared intelligence
services of the ousted regime of
Saddam Hussein.

“Tothose who want to build and
reconeile, we extend our hand with
an olive branch to build our nation.
To those who insist on aggression,
terror and killing, we will confront
them with firmness (o protect our
peaple.”

The 24-point plan aims to quell
the raging Shiite-Sunni sectarian
violence and also rein in the Sunni-
backed insurgency that has killed
thousands of people across the
country.

On Saturday Kurdish Lawmaker
Mahmud Othman had revealed
details of the plan, saying it would
*offer amnesty to everyone except
war criminals and those who have
killed innocentIragis".

glnn aims to open dia-
logue with all insurgent groups
except Al-Qaeda and Saddamists,
and to disarm militias,” Othman
told AEP.
1 [Hesaid the plan calls for a

AFP, Riyadh

Saudi Arabiasaid Sunday that 13 of
its nationals who were held at the
US detention camp in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, have
returned home.

A l4th former detainee of
Turkestan descent whose parents
livein Saudi Arabja arrived with the
group early Sunday, Interior
Minister Prince Nayef bin Abdul
Azizsaid.

The Pentagon announced
Saturday that 14 Saudi nationals
had been sent home from
Guantanamo, apparently counting
theTurkestan-born formerinmate.

The state SPA news agency
quoted Nayef as expressing "ap-

-

More Saudls sent home from Guantanamo

"timetable for the build-up of
armed forces to control the security
situation so that the role of coalition
forceswill come toan end”.

A report in the New York Times
Sunday said that the top US com-
mander in Iraq, General George
Casey, foresees a major reduction
inAmerican forces there by the end
of 2007, and the first cuts in
September.

Othman said the reconciliation
plan will offer compensation to the
families of civilians killed by "coali-
tion troops and those who have
been wrongly detained”, and will
also focus on improving Iragis'
standard ofliving.

Maliki has already approved the
release this month of about 2,500
prisoners held in US and Iraqi
prisons, most of them Sunnis.

President Jalal Talabani, who
announced his backing for Maliki's
plan on Wednesday, had said an
amnesty for those who had borne
arms against the government will

be offered, provided they rejoin the
political mainstream.

"National reconciliation will be
open to everyone and this will be
explicitly stated by the prime min-
ister when he presents it," Talabani
said.

Since taking office in April 2005,
Talabani, a Kurd, has repeatedly
called for an amnesty to be offered
toSunniinsurgents.

But his calls have previously
gone unheeded because of opposi-
tion from the US military and Shiite
hardliners who dominate parlia-
ment.

Although some Sunnis have
joined the political process, many
have yet to reconcile themselves to
losing power to the Shiite majority
and continue to support the insur-
gency.

The head of the Arab League
mission to Baghdad, Mokhtar
Lamani, said last week that the
biggest obstacle to reconciliation
was a "severe lack of confidence”

b

amongthe feuding factions.

Many Sunnis believe they are
the target of militias linked to Shiite
ruling parties, while Shiites have a
deep-seated suspicion towards any
potential reconciliation partner
after a wave of attacks that has hit
the community hard since the
destruction of a revered shrine in
Samarrain February.

Ahead of Maliki's announce-
ment, rebels killed at least eight
peapleacross the country.

Meanwhile Japan began with-
drawing its military vehicles from
lraq Sunday as part of its overall
pull-outofforces.

- Aconvoy of more than a dozen
Japanese military trucks and engi-
neering equipment left the south-
ern base of Samawa for Kuwait.

Last week Maliki announced
that Japan will withdraw its 600
troops from Iraq next month by
transferring the security of the
sauthern Muthanna province to
the fledgling Iraqiforces.
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Wreckage of a house that was bombed in the rnslive city of Baquba yeslarday. hours before the Iragi prima mlnistnr

unveiled anational peace p[an

preciation for the cooperation of
the authorities concerned in the
United States to facilitate the repa-
triation" of the group, who would
be "subjected to the laws in force in
thekingdom".

The Pentagon said one of the
Saudis had been found by a special
military tribunal to no longer be an
enemy combatant, while the
remaining 13 "were approved for
transfer by an administrative
review board decision”.

The release of the group
reduced the number of prisoners at
the camp to "approximately 450",
the Pentagon said.

It came after the US said two
Saudis and one Yemeni committed
suicide in the camp created after
the September 11, 2001, terrorist

attacks to hold terror suspects
captured by US troops in
Afghanistan and other parts of the
world.

The three were found in their
cells on June 10 apparently after
hanging themselves with cords
fashioned from clothes and bed-
ding, US officials said. Families of
the three men disputed the
account, accusing Washington of a
COVEr-up.

Thirty-seven Saudis have now
returned home from Guantanamo,
leaving at least 90 Saudis still held
in the notorious facility. The bodies
of the two Saudis said to have com-
mitted suicide were also repatri-
ated.

Approximately 310
Guantanamo detainees have now
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been handed over to countries
including Afghanistan, Albania,
Australia, Bahrain, Belgium,
Britain, Denmark, France, Kuwait,
Moroceo, Pakistan, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, Spain, Sweden and
Uganda, the Pentagon said.

About 120 detainees still at
Guantanamo are eligible for trans-
fer or release through a military-
runreview process.

*Departure of these remaining
detainees approved for transfer or
release is subject to ongoing dis-
cussions between the United States
and other nations,” the Defense
Department said Saturday.

"The department expects that
there will continue to be other
transfers orreleases of detainees.”

Continued detention of hun-
dreds of foreign nationals without
trial at the US naval base has
prompted calls in Europe and
elsewhere for the camp's closure.

Last month, British Attorney
General Lord Goldsmith publicly
called the detention center "unac-
ceptable”, adding that to many
people it had become "a symbol...
ofinjustice”.

us Presldem ‘George W. Bush
faced persistent calls for its closure
durinih[s visit to Europe this past
week, but declined to give aspecific
commitment.

"I would like to end
Guantanamo,” he said on
Wednesday in Vienna, after a sum-
mitwith European Union leaders.

INTERNATIONAL
Maliki finally offers 'olive
branch' to Iraq rebels

Japan begins
withdrawal
from Iraq

AFP, Basra

Japan began withdrawingits forces
from Iraq Sunday five days after
deciding to end its first overseas
military deployment since World
War Il ina country where hostilities
areunderway.

A convoy of more than a dozen
military vehicles and engineering
equipment left the Japanese base
in the southern province of
Muthanna for Kuwait, an AFP
photographer reported from the
Kuwaitiborder.

Japanese military officials in
Samawa confirmed that the with-
drawal of its 600 troops from Iraq
had begun with the dispatch of
military trucks and other equip-
ment to Kuwait.

The convoy of small military
vehicles, bulldozers and other
engineering equipment used in
reconstruction work left the
Samawa base at around 6:45 am
{0245 GMT) and is now in Kuwait, a
Japanese military official told the
photographer.

However none of the 600 sol-
diers stationed in Samawa formed
partofthe convaoy.

On June 20 Iapa.n ordered its
troops to leave Iraq, ending its first
military mission since World War IT
toacountry where fightingisunder
way.

Japan relies on British and
Austrialian troops for protectionin
Iraq as its own troops are barred
from using force.

The Japanese withdrawal is

expected to be complete by late

July.

Last week [raqi Prime Minister
Nuri al-Maliki announced that
Iraqi forces will assume responsi-
bility for security in Muthanna
provinee -- the first such handover
of a region from coalition troops to
fledgling [raqiforces.

Japan's military mission, which
has helped reconstruct the rela-
tively peaceful area around the city
of Samawa since January 2004, is
the first of its kind since Japan was
forced by the United States to
renounce war afterWorld War L.

TheJapanese troops suffered no
casualties and did not fire their
weapons

First US troop
cuts in Iraq in
Sept: NYT

AFP, New York

The top US commander in [rag
foresees a major reduction in US
forces there by the end of 2007, and
the fArst cuts in September, The
New YorkTimes reported Sunday.
"According to a classified brief-
ingat the Pentagon this week by the
commander, General George W
Casey Jr., the number of American
combat brigades in Irag is pro-

jected to decrease to five or six from

the currentlevel of 14 by December
2007," the report said, citing
unnamed US officials,

"Under the plan, the first reduc-
tions would involve two combat
brigades that would rotate out of
Iraq in September without being
replaced. Combat brigades, which
generally have about 3,500 troops,
do not make up the bulk of the
127,000-member American force
inlraq," itnoted.

The US officials underscored
that "any withdrawals would
depend on continued progress,
including the development of
competent [raqi security forces, a
reduction in Sunni Arab hostility
toward the new [raqgi government
and the assumption that the insur-
gency will not expand beyond
Iraq's six central provinces,” the
reportsaid.

Yet "even so, the projected troop
withdrawals- in 2007 are more
significant than many experts had
expected,” itadded.

In the past week, more than a
dozen US troops have been killed
around Iraq.

Abbas, Haniya hold
pivotal meeting

AFP, Gaza

Palestinian Authority president
Mahmud Abbas and prime minister
Ismail Haniya of Hamas held a
pivotal face-to-face meeting
Saturday in a bid to halt a deadly
powerstruggle.

Meanwhile, just hours after
Abbas arrived in Gaza Friday, Israeli
special forces seized two wanted
Palestinians in what was the coun-
try's first raid into the Gaza Strip
sinceits withdrawal lastyear.

An army spokesman said the two
were militants in the Islamist
Hamas movement who were plot-
ting toattackisrael.

Hamas spokesman Sami Abu
Zuhrisaid that the detainees, broth-
ers Osama and Mustafa Abu
Muammar, were sons of a Hamas
activist but were not themselves
members of the radical Islamist
movement.

The incursion came as Abbas
was pushing Hamas to accept an
initiative drawn up by jailed faction
leaders which calls for a Palestinian
state on land occupied in 1967, an
end to attacks inside Isragl and a

national unity government,

If the current talks fail, Abbas,
whose Fatah faction was ousted
from power in a January vote, has
promised to put the so-called pris-
oners' initiative to a July 26 referen-
dum, which Hamas considers an
attempt to overthrow its govern-
ment.

In the days following Abbas's
ultimatum, clashes erupted across
the West Bank and Gaza between
Hamas and Fatah loyalists. Scores
died in shootouts and many feared a
descentinto full-scale civil war.

The one-on-one Abbas-Haniya
meeting could hasten an agreement
in faction talks that were originally
meant to last a week but which are
now stretching into day 10, with
significant differences still unre-
solved.

The meeting was also attended
by Foreign Minister Mahmud al-
Zahar and Interior Minister Said
Siam, bothalso of Hamas,

The two men had met briefly late
on Friday insecret session aimingto
sign a document on ending the
powerstruggle,

" PHOTO: AFP

Adrug addict sniffs heroin in Karachi on the eve of intemational anti-narcotics yesterday. Traffickers o!hn m'Patlsbnas a

AFP, United Nations

A major UN caonference kicks off
here today to assess international
efforts to choke off the illegal global
trade in small arms which kill an
estimated 1,000 peaple aday.

Some 2,000 delegates from
governments, international and
regional bodies as well as civil
society are to attend the two-week
gathering to review an action pro-
gram putinplace by memberstates
five years ago for tougher global
smallarms controls,

"The conference offers an
opportunity for all countries to
review theirpledges to get rid of
illegal trade in small arms and to
develop a strategy for further
implementation of the UN
gramofactionagreed in 2001," said
Sri Lanka's UN ambassador Prasad
Kariyawasam, who will chair the
conference,

On the opening day, a Million

| Faces petition, billed as the world's

largest photo petition, will be pre-
sented to UN chief Kofi Annan fo
urge world leaders to stem the one-

billion-dollar annual global trade in
smallarmsandlightweapons.

Experts put the number of such
weapons in circulation worldwide
at 640 million.

A photo opportunity outside
UN headquarters will feature o
huge AK47, built out of prosthetic
limbs to symbolize the human cost
of the global arms trade, in front of
the giant photos from the petition,
which has been signed by people
frommore than 160 countries.

The faces on the petition will
represent the million people who
have been killed by small arms
since 2003. The project is an initia-
tive from the Control Arms
Campaign, which brings together
Amnesty International, Oxfam
International and the International
Action Network on Small Arms
(IANSA), an alliance of some 600
non-gavernmental organizations.

But the conference has drawn
the ire of the National Rifle
Association (NRA), the lobby of US
gun aowners, which views it as o bid
to take away Americans’ gunsanda
first step toward 4 global treaty to

transit pointfor drugs from Afghanistan, the world's biggest producer of oplum, from which heroinis made.
e la e

UN contfce to curb sma
arms trade operis today

bangun ownership byeivilians.

"I have received over 100,000
letters from some US publie, criti-
cizing me personally,”
Kariyawasam told reporters
Wednesday. "I think some mem-
bers of the US public are totally
misinformed and weinvite them to
participate in thisconference.

"The program of action does
not refer to legal possession of
small arms by any entity It is only
about illegal possession and illegal
trafflclu'ng.” headded.. o)

Wayne LaPierre; the NRA execu-
tive vice president, argued in The
Economist weekly last month that
the UN aims to take away
Americans' guns because it is a
club of governments, some of
which want to "strip: opposition
forces of the means to challenge
their authority."

LaPierre, whose new book is
titled "The GlobalWar onYaur Guns:
Inside the UN Plan to Destroy the
Bilt of Rights,” said inclivichal gun
awneship is the ld‘ﬂmlteprﬂw
tion against twraanytc 10 3

Non-governmental sruup#
argue that their goal is to keep
tyrants from becoming armed.

"The real news is that one mil-
lion people from 160 countries
around the world are .. demanding
that governments agree tough
global standards for international
arms transfers so that guns do not
fall into the hands of human rights
abusers, warlords and eriminals,”
said Anthea Lawson, an [ANSA
spokeswoman.

Lawson saic Britain: was to
propose at the conference global
guidelines to prevent transfers of
small arms that could be used for
violations of human rights and
humanitarian law or salesto coun-
tries under embargoes,

The guidelines; ifadopted, "will
give a major boost" to negatintions
inthe General Assémbly inOctober
for acomprehensive treaty on arms
transfers, she said.
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