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World Cup results and standings after
mecdndnsionnfdlegmupsmge-
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(Lahm#, Klose 17,61, Frings

aﬂcm‘.lmcazmho pel2,73)
Poland 0 Ecuador 2 (C. Tenorio 24,

Delgado80)
Germany 1 (Neuville 90+1) Poland 0
Ecuador 3 (C. Tenorio 8, Delgado
54, Kaviedes 90+2) Costa Rica 0
Ecuador 0 Germany 3 (Klose 4, 44,
Podolski 57)
CostaRica 1 (R. Gomez25) Poland 2
{Bosacki 33, 66)
Finalstandings
Germany 3 3
Ecuador 3 f
0

2
3
Poland = 3 4
CostaRica 3 9
Germany and Ecuador qualify for
secondround
Group B
Eugland I {Gamarrd 4-0g)

'lTiuidB?and'lbhngo 0Sweden 0
England 2 (Crouch 83, Gerrard
90+ 1) Trinidad and Tobago 0
Sweden 1 (Ljungberg 89) Paraguay 0
Sweden 2 (Allback 51, Larsson 90)
England 2(]. Cole 34, Gerrard 85)
Paraguay 2 (Sancho 25-og, Cuevas
86)Trinidad andTobago 0
Finalstandings
England 3 2 1
Sweden 3 1 g
1
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Paraguay 3 1
T&T 3.0
England and Sweden
second round
GroupC
Argentina 2 (Crespo 24, Saviola 38)
Ivary Coast 1 (Drogha80)
Serbia & Montenegro 0
Netherlands 1 (Robben 18)
Argentina 6 (Maxi Rodriguez 6, 41,
Cambiasso 31, Crespo 78, Tevez 84,
MessiB8) Serbia-Montenegro0
Netherlands 2 (van Persie 23, van
Nistelrooy 27) voryCoast 1 (B. Kone 38)
Netherlands 0 Argentina0
Ivory Coast 3 (Dindane 37-pen, 67,
Kalou 86-pen) Serbia-Montenegro
+ 2 (Zigic 10, Ilic20)
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Finalstandings

Argéfinass 3 2 1 0 8 1 7
Nethefands 3@ 2 1| 0 3 1 7
IvoryCoast = 3 1 0 2 5 6 3
Se Hels 03 2100

Argentina and Netherlands qualify
forsecond round

GroupD
Mexico 3 (Brava 28, 76 Zinha 79)
Iran 1 (Galmohammadi 36)
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Caacl:;] Republic 3 (Koller 5,

:10_40 faquinta 83) Ghina0

72|
' blluosf}hana 2 (Gyan?2,

("Rarm 2 mmmnm 22, Appiah
A5#2-pen) United States 1 (Demp-
%)'43 :

: 3 (Cahill B4, B9, Aloisi
}!'.Nllknmumzﬁl

ka44) Croatia0

oatia 0

: ‘nfﬂm'xll 2 (Adriano 49,

Kovac 56) Brazil 2
1178)
ada 34) Brazil 4

45-1-1 81, Juninho 52,
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[ApADERISENORY.. 2 2 7 1
Brazil and ‘Australia qualify for
secandround
Group G
South Korea 2 (Lee Chun-Soo 54,
Ahn Jung-Hwan 72) Togo 1
(Mohamed Kader31)

France 0 Switzerland 0

France 1 {Henry 9) South Korea 1

(ParkJi-Sung 1)

Togo 0 Switzerland 2 (Frei 16,

Barnetta 88)

W{!anoezwmlmss Henry61)
mer]undZ(Sendems 23, Frei 77)

South Korea0

Finalstandings

Switzerland 3 :
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SouthKorea 3 1
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ain 4-(Alonso 13, Villa 17, 48-pen,
Torres81) Ukraine 0
Tunisia 2 (Jaziri 23, Jaidi 90+2)
Saudi Arabia 2 (al-Qathani 57, al-
Jaber 84)
Saudi Arabia 0 Ukraine 4 (Rusol 4,
Rebrov 36, Shevchenko 46,
Kalinichenko 84)
Spain 3 (Raul 71, Fernando Torres
76,90+ 1-pen) Tunisia 1 (Mnari 8)
SaudiAra mOSpam 1 (Juanito 36)

Ukraine 1 (Shevchenko 70-pen)
Tunisia0 J

Final standings

Spain 83 0.0 8 1 9
Ukraing gz 0 1.5 4 6
Tumisia o 3 00T 2 3.6 1
SaudiArabia 3 0 1 2 2 7 1
Spain and Ukraine qualify for

second round
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Czech Republic were one of the biggest disappointment of the World Cup 2006, Playmaker Pavel Nedved (R) and his Czech teammates look dejected after
their elimination following a 2-0 loss to italy on Thursday in Hamburg.

Triumph, toil

and trouble

7 FPAWORLD CUP

AFP, Berlin

Rooney hobbled, Togo argued,
coaches ranted, the Czechs disap-
pointed, fans sweated and by the
end of it, the world's deadliest
striker with the bulging waistline
adgorged onanother record.,
& “Httefirst round of the World
was low on shocks on the pitc
was high on controversy off it while
reputations meled in the 30- -degree
saunasof 12 German stadiums.

England's bid to win the World
Cup for the first time since 1966
was played outin hospital clinics as
muchason the pitch.

Wayne Rooneymadeanimpres-
sive recovery from a broken foot to
play a bit part against Trinidad and
Tobago, then huffed and puffed
when he was taken off against
Sweden.

Michael Owen's World Cup
ended after a minute of the 2-2
draw with the Swedes with knee
ligament damage as England
reached the second round in stur-
tering fashion. _

Skipper David Beckham also
endured a less than productive
opening stage with coach Sven-
Goran FEriksson hinting the Real
Madrid manwas expendable,

tH" ig

“I'm here as the England captain
inaverygood situation.We'rein the
last 16, we're very confident. I'mnot
satup here to discuss my own form,
that's for you guys to do," snappecd
theformer golden boy.

By contrast, Ronaldo, con-
demned as an overweight, aver-
rated has-been, rescued his repu-
ration with one of the goals of the
tournament; a dizzying exchange
of passes which finished with a
smart turn and drive to securea 4-1

1. win over Japan.

- The 29-year-old striker now has

German legend "bomber” Gerd

Muller at the tap of the all-time list,
*You have to keep working and

notlose heart,” said Ronaldo.

Argentina, first round casualties
in 2002, threw off the cynicism of
old with a breathtaking display of
antacking football, which demol-
ished Serbiaand Montenegro 6-0,

luan Roman Riquelme and
Lionel Messi look tough to stop.

Germany too proved many
wrong winning all three Group A
matches to move into the second
round.

“It will help us get respect from
opponents,” said coach Jurgen
Klinsmann.

Australia boosted their reputa-
tion asanation of battlers by reach-
ing the second round with the
much-criticised Harry Kewell
grabbing the equaliser in a 2-2
draw with Croatia.

“It's the most important goal for
me 50 far in my career,” said the
Liverpool star.

Spain finally look like they now
have the mental sirength 1o add to
their undoubted style while Ghana,
making their finals debur, were the
only African team to make the
second round.

They did it in some style too
with Michael Essien and Stephen
Appiah to the fore, which was just
as well in the light of lhe logn
finsco. ~ g &

Togo's playem thremned 0

“World Cup goals; level With~‘boycatt their match against the

Swiss over a long- running row over
bonuses while coach Otio Pfister
resigned and was then reinstated.

France put Togo out of their
misery with a 2-0 win which guar-
anteed Raymond Domenech's side
asecond round spot.

Biggestdisappointments?

The Czech Republic, ranked two
in the world, found their ageing
legs too heavy and despite the
talents of Pavel Nedved and Tomas
Rosicky, theyare headinghome.

Also on an early flight are Serbia
and Montenegro who arrived in
Germany split by internal divisions
and bickered from first whistle to
thelast.

And by the end, Asia were in
debt to Australia, the regional new
boys, who made the second round
after Saudi Arabia, Japan, South
Korea and Iran were all left looking
distinatly second-rate.

Blame it on the ref

s 'Ilfl“llﬂ cup -

AFP, Hanover

South Korean players angrily
turned on Argentine referee
Horacio Elizondo after the 2-0 loss
to Switzerland sent them packing
from theWorld Cup.

They were furious that Elizondo
allowed Alexander Freis 77th min-
ute goal for Switzerland even
though the assistant referee had
clearly flagged for offside.

“It was a very, very strange
decision,” said Spurs defender Lee
Young-Pyo.

"I'saw the linesman hold up his
flag and the referee also saw it. But
he (the referee) allowed play to
continue, we (the [:Iuyersl cannot
understandwhy.

“Istopped (when [ sawthe flag) -
- Frei was offside.”

Manchester United star Park Ji-
Sung was one of a group of players
who surrounded the linesman but
their protests were to no avail,

“He (the linesman) told me to
continue with the game," said the
midfielder.

"We are upset at what hap-
pened. The defenders saw the

linesman raise his fag so they

stopped.”

South Korea coach Dick
Advocaat was equally as incensed
as his playersimmediately afterthe
incident but had calmed down by
thedmehespoketoreporters.  *

“The referee was quick to
changehisdecisinu."heﬁaid.

“In principle, our player
touched the ball on the way -
through (which played :\lemndef
Freionside).

"Mayhe I was too ch.nwunanc

aboutit (atthe time). People tell me
hewasnotoffside.”

But Advocaat said that South
Korea were denied a penalty in the
first half when Patrick Muller han-

dledinthe box.

"It was a clear penalty,” he said.
"Most of the decisions did not go
our way today. But that said,
Switzerland deserved towin.”

PHOTO: AFP

South Korean defender Choi Jin-cheul (L) and forward Ahn Jung-hwan (R)
argue with Argentine referee Dario Gareia (C) during their World Cup match
against Switzerlandin Hanover on Friday.

Al-Jaher calls
it a day

AFP, Kaiserslautern

Veteran Saudi Arabia striker Sami
al-Jaber announced his retirement
from international football on

Thursday after the Gulf side were |

knocked outofthe World Cup.

The 33-year-old was made
skipper for the day, but was unable
to lead his team to victory as the
Saudis lost 1-0 to Spain and fin-
ishedbattomofGroup H.

“The maitch against Spain was
the last international match for
me," said Jaber.

"The decision is final. I have
talked about it with the federation
and theyareright behind me.”

Jaber played 163 times for Saudi
Arabiaand scored 44 goals.

He had originally retired as an

| international after the 2002 Warld

Cup but was persuaded to retuim (o
help the teamqualify for the finals,
His goal in the 2-2 draw with
[unisia in the opening Group H
game meant he joined Pele, Diego
Maradona and Uwe Seeler as the
only man to have scored in World
Cups 12 yearsapart.

French media
relieved

AFP, Paris

French media were relieved after
Les Bleus finally grabbed a berth in
the last 16 of the World Cup but dre
still not convinced of their true
potential.

“That feels good”, was the main
headline of sports daily L'Equipe
on Saturday after France beat Togo
2-0 in their last group march. "It's
done", said Le Parisien on its front
page.

"France save their skin and
invite themselves to third week by

the back door” commented Le
Figaro.
"“The minimalist Bleus have

done the minimum but they have
done it. What a relief,” wrote
L'Equipeinitsfront page editorial.

"Les Bleus had to wait for an
hour to score two goals... We shall
wait. for a few more days until
Tuesday to seeif they are up to what
we can expect from a French World
Cup team... Spain will be a different
apponent than Switzerland and
Togo."

"...the saviour is named (Pat-
rick) Vieira," said the sports daily
referring to the midfielder who on
his 30th birthday scored the first
goal and set up Thierry Henry for
thesecond.

The Juventus player was handed
L'Equipe’s best mark, 7.5 out of 10.
Winger Franck Ribery was awarded
6.5, Henry six and the lowest mark,
3.5, went to fullback Mikael
Silvestre.

Blowing up!

AFP, Seoul

A 44-year-old South Korean football
fan was booked here Saturday after
inquiring about the phone number
of the Swiss embassy, saying he
would blowitup, police said.

The man, identified only by his
family name Kim, called the emer-
gency hotline used to report crimes
and asked for the number after
Switzerland beat South Korea 2-0
and knocked them out of the World
Cup.

"What's the number of the Swiss
embassy? | will blow it up,” he was
quated as saying when he called the
hotline,

Police booked Kim without
physical detention after tracing him
with the help of the telephone direc-
tory service. He is expected to have
to pay hundreds ofdollarsin fines.

ety )

INTERNET, undated

Guus Hiddink was the coach of
South Korea four years ago when the
co-hosts famously dumped Italy out
of the.2002 World Cup in the first
knockout round. It was aglorious or
outrageous game depending upon
whether you are [talian or not; but
leaving aside the controversy over
some of the refereeing decisions,
the fact remains that the wily Dutch
tactician Hiddink surprised the

strongly-fancied Azzumi that day. ¢

And now Italy must face Hiddink
again, though this time he's.at the
helm of Australia.

And he doesn’t believe there's
much chance of taly underestimat-
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No inferiority comple)

nnuanq cup

(‘@@ SeRMmianY

ing the Socceroos in Kaiserslautern
on Monday.

“Italy underestimated South
Korea that night [in 2002]. After
what they have seen of Australia in
this competition, I do not believe
there is any chance they will under-
estimate ateamof mine again.”

The Australians have given a
good account of themselves in the
group stage, beating Japan 3-1 with

. asensational three-goal salvo in the
last six minutes, going down with
honour against champions Brazil
and coming from behind twice to
thwart Croatia and qualify in the
tournament's most incident-
packed gametodate.

So the Socceroos will have no
inferiority complex when they take
aon three-times World Cup winners

Italy. (Then again, when did any

Australian sports team ever have an
inferiority complex?)
Still, the wvastly experienced

Hiddink is trying
the growing opfi
Australiancamp.
He insists Italy dre Stn
ites and believes®
tight defence will
proposition to b
Brazil'swas.
"We had a
against Brazil,"
goalkeeper had to

“laly are ma
their defensive play
imagine they will give us'the
numberofchances.” _,_'.-'-

Australia will be Uk Sus-
pended full-back Breft Emerton,
while ltaly (playing their first game
sinceleading Serie A clubs [uventus,
ACMilan, Fiorentinaand Lazio were
charged in the mntch-ﬁxing scan-
dal) are missing Daniele Del Rossi,
who serves the second game of a

four-match ban. _"_J )

Despa|r for thousands
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AFP, Seoul

Hundreds of thousands of bleary-
eyed South Korean football fans
went home dejected early Saturday
after their Red Devils were knocked
outoftheWorld Cup.

Nearly 1.7 million people -- many
of them sporting red t-shirts and
horns in honor of the beloved
national team -- massed before
large-screen TVs set up across the
country to watch the do-or-die
matchagainstthe Swiss, police said.

But the team's 2-0 loss, which
included a controversial goal by
Swiss striker Alexander Frei, left the
fansin despairafter asleepless night.

“Korea did well. But they failed to
translate scoring chances into goals. |
thought they would make it to the
Jast 16 and cheered them really
hard," said 25-year-old Sung Mi-Sun,
barely holdingbackher tears.

In the capital Seoul, some 170,000
fans crammed into a square outside
City Hall, shouting "Daehan
Minguk" (Korea Republic) and
cheering wildly before the erunch

game began.,

Fans of the surprise 2002 World
Cup semi-finalists had high expecta-
tions as goalkeeper and captain Lee
Woon-Jae, one of the heroes of the
2002 campaign, made his 100th
appearance for thenational team.

But they fell silent only moments
later as a powerful header from
Philippe Senderos gave Switzetland
a 1-0 half-time lead in the Group G
match in Hanover.

Theshockwasshort-lived and the
loud, enthusiastic chanting soon
resumedasthe Red Devilsattempred
to create opportunities foraleveller.,

But the South Korean hopes were
again dashed and cheering turned to
raucousbooing as Frei, called ofiside
by the assistant referee, slid the ball
home anyway and referee Horacio
Elizondoallowed the goalto stand.

As the final whistle blew on South
Korea's defeat, the crowd heaved a
collective sigh, some shed tears and
several expressed anger at what they
calledbadofficiating.

“They displayed their unbending
spirit. They fought quite well,” said
Kim Young-Jin, a 50-year-old corpo-
rate worker.

"But the second goal was just
ridiculous. The assistant judge raised
the flag and it was absolutely no
goal,” he said as he prepared to leave

the square, picking up a €opy of a
newspaper he had saton throughout
thenight.

A dejected 20-year-old sociology
student, with dyed bright yellow hair
and one ear pten.'ed rested on the
curb with his friend, raﬁwing to
returnhome.

"I am 50 lired.lcantmiknow
he said, his voice hoarse from shout-
ing. \ T
"They fought very well but they
had no luck. The referees were not
fair,” he said, adding be eame (o
claim agood spot to watchthemaich
at 10 pm, sixhoursbeforekick-off. :

The country's newspapers
heaped praise on the players for their
competitivespirit. 1%

"Lost but we were happy in June,*
said the Chosun daily abq\fg_a front-

page picture of the referee
flagging Frei for beingo!

"South Korea looked stronger
than ever... Only the: d@nf luck
didnotsmileatus,” hﬁt&

“The City Hall Squarns m tears...
but we will dream again in 2010 in
SouthAfrica,” the daily saids

For the Dong-A newspaper, the
national squad was a souree of pride,
despitenotmakingitto the knockout
stagesof the tournament.

"No matter what the results

were, they foughrwell,” it said. -
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