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Duteh shikerRuudvan N Istelrooy (L)and mldﬂe!darPhi!Iip Cocu (Znd from L) jog with teammates prior to atraining sessionin Freiburg on Thursday.

autograph'

twomeet &lndﬂy.buthewamed
tobeatthe Netherlands even more.
"Van Basten was my idol as a
player,” Postiga told a news confer-
enceonThursday.
"Maﬂm Ll get his autograph

g a favourite expression of
coach bt 'Feiipe Scolari, Postiga
nd round clash in
would be 2 a"do or die“-
3 i o ‘! J- & |,n.
"Th Nﬂlhednndsmabig team
and‘ymterday (against Argentina)
they w!hﬂ‘txg off their excellent
players. '-'.lh"j_‘game is going to be
verydifficultforus.”

et Paulo Ferreira, who if
will be up against Chelsea
ate ﬁrjen Robben, said

{3} mm'k him," said
&me on as a substi-

it nine previous meetings,
Porrugﬂ*h @ won five and drawn
three matches, thelast one being in
the sen;iﬁnnl of Euro 2004 which
Pom:gal 12-1.

Asked about whether the Dutch
win in lsﬁl\mu]d be the first and
last time the Netherlands tri-
umphed over the Ponuguese.

Ferrﬁ.msald "Ihope 50."

Unfamiliar foes on

the higgest stage

INTERNET, undated

The jury is still out on whether the
match between Argentina and
Holland was a tactical masterclass,
as Franz Beckenbauer claimed, or
just a tedious affair between two
understrength teams mainly inter-
estedinleaving the pitch unhurt.

Holland's game with Argentina
on Wednesday proved little to the
wotld,

Nuremberg.

An important part of any pre-
view is to drivel away over that
long-forgotten handball in a previ-
ousmatch between the two sides or
a ludicrous offside decision that
could have changed the face of
football during the World Cup of
1950.

However, never before have
Portugal and Holland played at the
same World Cup so there is not
muchmileage in this approach.

They did meet in the qualifica-
tion group for 2002, which conjures
memories about the Oranje team
ofyore.

When Portugal came to
Rotterdam in' October 2000, the
inimitable Louis van Gaal was just
in office as national coach. His
dream was to win the World Cup, if
notin2002 thanin2006.

He started with a home draw
against the Irish, leaving him with
-an uphill battle almost from the
start. A win was desperately
needed whenthe Portuguese came
1o town.

After ten minutes the Dutch
stopped playing when Pauleta took
the ball off Mario Melchiot, a sur-
prise choice at right-back, while
they heard a whistle from the
stands.

The Portuguese did not think
twice and scored. Just before half-
time a horrendous backpass from
surprise choice left-back Michael
Reiziger handed the visitors a
second goal.

Portugal could not believe their

- luck against hapless hosts with an

unbelievable defensive sct-up and

leaned back for the rest of the *

game. While the players avoided

. the press, walkins,hy pamqrsssw 5
Anyway. Halland now face - mﬁa
‘Portugal “on Stnday ‘night in

with,  dir
Gnhlghvetms Mnnt?%un-ﬁsﬁﬂe
gem after the horrible home per-
formance: ‘We created enough
chances, which the Portuguese
never did today. They were handed
two goals and created nothing for
therest ofthe game.'

At that time the Dutch team was
rapidly alienating itself from the
crowd. Five months later they
travelled to Porto for the return and
the last chance to avoid an embar-
rassing early exit,

For the first time underVan Gaal
the team played a blinder and were
two-up in 50 minutes. What went
on in his mind only Van Gaal
knows, but with ten minutes to go
Pierre van Hooijdonk joined
Patrick Kluivert and RoyMakaayup
front to replace Jimmy Floyd
Hasselbaink, who was then buried
deep under high-fives and other
wild celebrations with the techni-
cal staff and the reserves; a win in
Porto would have put Holland back
ontop ofthe group.

The Portuguese looked dead
and buried, while the Dutch suc-
ceeded in missing some clearcut
chances. Others would have tried
to_ control the game, but Van Gaal
went for all-outattack.

After Edgar Davids had missed
an open goal, the hosts immedi-
ately countered for Pauleta to score

and in the ensuing panic Frank de
Boer floored Rui Costa. Figo con-
verted the penalty for alast-minute
equalizer. Johan Cruyff com-
mented: 'The arrogance came to
haunt us. We have a great genera-
tion of players, but they lack some-
thing.'

Louis van Gaal left not long after
his team lost to ten-man Ireland in
the autumn of 2001, In his farewell

spu.Lh he gxplained thuﬂiﬁewnce‘;

Lin ambition benvecn hun and
SRR Ho 2 i
‘I'had'the idea that [ could still
bring these players to a higher
level. But then my captain Frank de
Boer said in the papers, that 1 had
the wrong impression and that he
rather liked to see me as a sort of
recreational therapist.’

For the players of that team the
meetings of the Dutch squad were
like a reunion of friends, a relaxing
break from the pressure cooker of
club football in England, Spain or
Italy. A time to sit back and enjoy
life in a 5-star environment, They
were not really interested in the
ambitions of Louis the
Schoolmaster.

Yes, going to World Cup was
great, but they'd like to qualify with
the least possible effort. For the
creation of Total Football Mark 11,
the spring of 2002 was soon
enough. The attitude was: 'Let's do
relaxing training now and let us
take care of the game. Don't bother
us with power runs and these
intricate tactics,'

Van Gaal was on a different tack,
hoping to achieve what former
Dutch coaches had nevermanaged
- becoming World Champions. His
players were interested in a title as
well, but not in doing it the hard
way. The magic between Ajax's

SEE PAGE 20 COL &

PHOTO: AFP
CONTRASTING FANS: A combo photo shows an Ukrainian supporter (I.) and a Tunisian fan watch their teams' final World Cup Group H match at
__BerlinonFriday. :

‘nE Q“\F Y

SOE {

PORTUGAL V NETHERLANDS

Revenge on their

AFP, Nuremberg

The Netherlands are confident
they can break a 15-year hex and
avenge their Euro 2004 semi-final
defeat by sending Portugal crash-
ingoutofthe World Cup on Sunday.

The Dutch have not beaten
Portugal since 1991 but Marco van:
Basten's remodelled team believes
destiny is on theirside ahead of the
second-round clash.

“Portugal beat us two years ago,
but the next game is something
completely different. This is a new,
young tcam, and we have new
ideas,” said Ruud van Nistelrooy.

Two years ago, goals from
Cristiano Ronaldo and Maniche
broke Dutch hearts on a frenetic
night in Lisbon. Previously,
Portugal wrecked the Netherlands'
2002 World Cup qualifying cam-
paign with an away win and home
draw.

Portugal defender Rlca.rdo
Carvalho: "We were happy with
performance agains! Holland in EE'?D
2004 (a 2-1 sem/-final win). We know
Netherfands very well, we play.a simitar
game tactically and physically.”
Defender Paulo Ferreira: "We have
respeci for the Natherlands but we are
thinking to the next round, Are Porlugal
favourites? No way. The game will be
difficult for both teams.”

Dutch coach van Basten: "We might
expect more from (Ruud) van
Nistelrooy, he has to play a bigger role
inouraftack.”

Midfielder Phillip Cocu admits
to still feeling the "trauma” of the
Lisbon semifinal but says the new-
look team must draw a line under
the past.

"Now, up against Portugal, we
have to forget about the trauma of

HEAD TO HEAD

Portugal'v Netherlands
head-to-head record (FIFA

records)

Portugal lead 5-1; three draws
1980: Portugal 1 Netherlands 0
(Porto)

1991: Netheriands 1 Portugal 0
(Rottardam)

1992; Portugal 2 Netherlands 0 (Faro)
1995; Netherlands 0 Portugal 1
(Eindhoven)

1999; Portugal 0 Netherands 0
(Paris)

2000; Netherlands 0 Portugal 2
(Rotterdam)

2001: Portugal 2 Netherands 2
(Porto)

2003: Netherlands 1 Portugal 1
(Eindhoven)

2004: Portugal 2 Netherands 1
(Lisbon)

Buro2004," he said,

"Don'tlook at the past, but only
think about playing a good match."

The Netherlands will be under
no illusions about the size of the
task, with World Cup-winning
coach Scolari’ masterminding a
Portuguese record of 17 matches
unbeaten.

But despite Portugal's quality,

hotelinMarienfeldonon Friday.

RUN might be
on the bench

REUTERS, Freiburg

Netherlands striker Ruud van
Nistelrooy could be left out of the
starting lineup for Sunday's sec-
ond-round World Cup match
against Portugal, coach Marco van
Basten told reporters on Thursday.

“The central position up frontis
a point of discussion and the
chance that Dirk (Kuijt) will starton
Sunday has increased,” Van Basten
told reporters,

"Ruud’ will understand that if
you play well you will not be substi-
tuted" -Van Basten

Van Nistelrooy started the tour-
nament as first choice but has
scored only one goal, againstIvory
Coast, and was taken offin all three
Group Cmatches,

It was a remarkable move from
the Dutch national coach to criti-
cise his first-choice striker as he
had backed him up when he was
under fire at his club Manchester
United.

United boss Alex Ferguson
dropped Van Nistelrooy two
months before the end of the sea-
son in favour of Frenchmen Louis
Saha but Van Basten then declared
his confidence in the striker.

"Itis not nice for him when he is
replaced but we did not speak
about it," added Van Basten on
Thursday.

"Ruud (van Nistelrooy) will
understand that if you play well
youwill notbe substituted.

"We might expect more from
Ruud (van Nistelrooy), he has to
play abigger role in our attack.”

Van Basten has considerable
strength in depth in his squad and
is happy to use the competition
from within the group to improve
standards.

"The same goes for every player

- if your contribution gets less
there is a chance youwill be substi-
tuted,” hesaid.

It could be that Van Basten is sim
SEE PAGE 20 COL 5
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AFP, Gelsenkirchen

England are through to the World
Cup's last 16, but London football
chicfs will be looking wistfully at
Group D where their former target
Luiz Felipe Scolari is giving
Portugal the full benefit of his
World Cup masterclass.

Just two months after snubbing .

England's advances, Scolari's
Portugal have romped through the
first round with maximum points,
letting in only one goal in the pro-
cess.

Wins against Angola, Iran and
Mexico have put Portugal through
for only the second time in their
history -- and the first since
Eusebioled themto the 1966 semis.

The World Cup-winning coach
has notched up arecord 10 consec-
utive wins in the tournament,
including seven four years ago

- when he led his native Brazil to the

title.

Alfter reaching the Buro 2004
final, Scolari's team are now
unbeaten in 17 matches stretching

- back to February 2005, the best

streakin Portuguese history.

Scolari's 30 wins are also the
highest number by any Portugal
coach, surpassing Antonio
Oliveira's record.

Statistics aside, Scolari gave a
telling reminder of his coaching
brilliance when Portugal beat
Mexico 2-1 on Wednesday despite
resting five first-team players.

"It's great not to have dropped

any points. We have stacked up

three good wins and now we must:

build on that. It wasn't all' good
today,” Scolari said after the match.

“From now on it's knock-out
matches and even the best teams

and Scolari's unmatched World
Cup pedigree, Van Basten remains
quietlyconfident.

“Now we're up against Portugal.
We know they're excellent but
we're also not bad," said the
Dutchman.

_~ '"Preparationswillnot change. If

we're lucky, we've got four finals to
g0, matches where you can make
no errors because you cannot go
backon them.

"We'll have to play on the basis
of sound organisation and the
implementation of everything
we've donein previous games."

Van Basten can turn to Giovanni
van Bronckhorst and Chelsea flyer
Arjen Robben, who were rested for
the Netherlands' clash with
Argentina,

The former Dutch great also
looks set to ditch van Nistelrooy.
and replace him with Feyenoord
marksman Dirk Kuyt after some
lacklustre performances by the
Manchester United man.

"Ruud has not been good. He
hasn't been on form in the first
matches,"” van Basten said. "He has
togive usalotmore."

Scolari meanwhile goes into the
game on a record 10-match World
Cup winning streak, including
seven as he led his native Brazil to
thetitle in2002.

Wins against Angola, Iran and
Mexico saw Portugal through
Group D' with maximum points
and minimum fuss, with the
Brazilian even able to rest five first-
team players forthe finalmatch.

Lisbon scorers Ronaldo and
Maniche were both on target in the

Portugal have to
marks...so far

can play badly on one day," he
added.

Portugal have avoided a tricky
clash with Argentina but will face
another tough opponent, the
Netherlands, on Sunday,

But Scoldari remains adamant
than any team is beatable, and said
he would stick by his method of
taking tournaments one game at a
time.

"It's only the second time
Portugal has qualified for the sec-
ond round in 40 years but we have
tolookatitgame by game,” he said.

"All the teams are very balanced
and very even, they're in good
condition. There are five or six
teams which I believe are the best,
they might be playing very well but
one day they can have an off-day
andbe eliminated.”

Blending youth with experi-
ence, Scolari has kept faith with
remnants of Portugal's 'golden
generation' like Luis Figd while
injecting the pace and energy of
Cristiano Ronaldo and Miguel.

His introduction of the
Brazilian-born Deco, controversial
at the time, now seems like a
masterstroke with the busy
playmaker at the hub of most
attacking moves.

With Maniche holding in
midfield and Ricardo Carvalho
marshalling a miserly defence,
Portugal look sharp in attack,
resourceful in midfield and solid at
the back.

While they remain outsiders for
the title, Portugal's game-by-game
approach did the trick at Euro 2004
and contrasts sharply with
England, who have been talking up
theirtitle chances formonths.

The two are on course for a

first round as Portuga
knockout stages l:'o

since 1966.

Portugal remnins 0l foi""t
the uﬂebutlheywﬂlbe 'lhI :
theirsecond-round dras w.*‘ e

"It's only the sg’: time ,0,
Portugal has qualified for the second |

roundin40 yearsbutwnhmmlooﬁ,,. {
atitgamebygame,"Scolarisaid. .5
"All the teams are very balanced. .
and very even, they're in goodind
condition. There are five or six.,.
teams which 1 believe are the best, 5
they might be playing verywell but -
one day they can have an off-day
and be eliminated.” i
Portugal will welcome back's
Ronaldo, Deco, Pauleta and Nunu”
Valente, who were all stood down’' '
against Mexico as a precaution '
against them gefting a sm:nnd
ycl!owcard

ml

Portugal (4-5-1)
1-Ricardo (52-0); 13-Miguel (31-1), 16- §~
Ricardo Carvalho (27-1), 5-Femanto |
Meira (33-2), 14-Nuno Valente (25-1); 6-
Costinha (46-2), 18-Maniche (34-5) 7-
Luis Figo (123-32), 20-Deco (36-3), 17- 4
Cristiano Ronaldo (34-12} B-Fauleta
(B4-47) il

Netherlands (4-34) : i
1-Edwin van der Sar (112-0); 3-Khalid |
Boulahrouz (14-0), 13-,Mdru0p90r(22.
2), 4-Joris Mathijsen (10-0), 5-Giovanni
van Bronckhorst (59-3); 18-Mark van £,
Bommel {38-7), 20-Wesley Snelider (26-
5), 8-Philip Cocu (100-10); 17-Robinvan '+
Persie (13-2), 9-Ruud van-
(54-28),11 Ansnnobbm{zz-n

a'-'.-
o

quarterfinal mee
worrying prospect
who have been dump
last two major to
same stage by Sco
Portugal,

- e
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REUTERS, Marienfeld ; ‘f_ﬂﬂ
Portugal's Maniche saidhl hadnd"’a

doubts that his side would reach’“‘*
the World Cup quarter-finals, ever{’"
though Sunday's game against thef’_‘;]
Netherlandswould be tough.

*I am absolutely certain thatwvg
are going to beat this great oppo-
nent Holland," the midfielder told.,,
anews conference, |

"We have already passed gol‘.r-(’
through the first phase and the.
coach has said that he wants us toi/!
make the last eight. Weare ready to
staylonger,"headded. =~ il

Portugal won all “three: grou
matches as they progressed to th 7
second round. % i =

This is a totally dlt’fatant' AT

going to be very difficult. Holland ™~

have excellent players, but so d6d”

" he said, adding: "It will' be
SEE PAGE 20 COL 1_



