PHOTO; AFP

THE Saviour: French midfielder Patrick Vieira (C) carries Claude Makelele on his back as other teammates come screaming towards him after he scored

against Togo In Cologne on Friday.

Vieira answers country's call

AEP, Cologne

France coach Raymond
Domenech isn't one 1o make wild
predigtions, so his pre-World Cup
assertion that Putrick Vieira
would leave his matk on these
finals turned mote than a few
heads. 8

Yet after two quietish perfor-
mances in France's brace of
opening draws against
switzesland and South Korea the
formn!mghbury favourite repaid
his manager's faith with interest
here Friday.

Pﬁnlle:[ suspended Zinedine
Zidane's cap:aﬁnq armband in
this :_:mst_u;in match Vieira car-

ried his country over the line and
into a second round clash with
Spain in Hanover on Tuesday.

Fitting like a glove into the
attacking midfield role with
Claude Makelele alongside Vieira
cast aside any concerns he may
be harbouring over his future at
troubled Juventus to fire France
intod 55th minutelead. "

Six minutes later he was at the
heart of Frince's second 'goal,
rising tower-like in the Togo box
to head on to Thierry Henry who
rifled the shot home to roars from
the French fans.

The Dakar-born player's con-
tribution on his 30th birthday
earned him the man of the match
award and a headache for his
troubles after he was clouted by a

‘Togolese elbow resulting in his

substitution in the dying min-
utes.
"I don't like singling out play-

ers but in Patrick's case I'll make
an exception,” said Domenech.

“1 said at the beginning of the
World Cup that he would be the
linchpin ofthis competition.

“I'm sorry if [ was right yet
again! But | know when Patrick's
motivated he'll be one of the
great players of thisWorld Cup.”

‘Despite praising whe

- midfielder ar the post-match

press conference he refused to go
s0 far as to say whether by lifting
France into the next round Vielra
had saved his job.

The former world and
European champion, scoring his
fifth goal on his 90th cap, con-
firmed that he'd been up for the
challenge of defeating the
Togolese to ensure France didn't
crash out at the group stage for
the second successive finals.

The birthday boy said: "I'm
thrilled we've qualified and to

scoreis theicing on the cake.

"I was extremely motivated,
we all wanted to go through to the
next round. We did not deserve to
make it. As the captain you've got
towork hard."

He added: "I won't he cele-
brating my birthday, we've got a
really important game coming up

_ againstSpain.

“I've seen them play, they're
one of the best teams, they play
really good foatball but we will be
ready forthem.”

He added: “I'm gerting stron-
ger just like the ream. We're get-
ting better and better in each
mateh.

“I hope this result will prove a
trigger and that it's going 1o free
us because when we're liberated
we're capable of beautiful things.

"We've got a great French team
here."

I.y:liﬁ‘-{mnacn
swap defenders
Als‘l’ Lylm

Erench first division champions
Lyon on Friday announced an
agreement (o pay Monaco three
million euras (3.7 million dollars)
in a swap involving defenders
Sylvain Monsoreau and Sebastien
Squillac.

Monaco's’ Squillaci, 25, who
despite nine French caps missed
out on Warld Cup selection, on

Friday underwent a medical
checkup as & condition of his four-
year nontm’ctwith five-time league

[QPPE!SL}QH‘.

Monaeo-hound Monsoreau,
also 25, ed at Lyon last sum-
mer.on a four-year deal worth five
million euros from first division
rivals Sochawx

Real election
'rigged'?

AFP, Madrid

The poll to choose the next presi-
dent of Real Madrid is being
marred by vote rigging and threats,
acandidate said on Friday.

Lawyer Arturo Baldasano said
e had discovered "aberrations”
and "manipulations” in the postal
voting system and called on the
n_:apiml city's sports ministry to
intervene.

The club's 70,000 members
have until July 2 to pick one of five
candidates, meluding construction
tycoon [uan Miguel Villar Mir,
businessman Juan Palacios, ex-
president Lorenz Sanz and lawyers
Ramaon Calderon and Baldasano.

Accusing his rivals of faking
signatures for ballot papers and
putting pressure on businesses and
fan clubs, Baldasano rejected 1,863
votes cast in his favour claiming he
aimed to "win these elections
cleanty.”

I their bid for votes, the candi-
dates for the post left vacant by the
February resignation of former
boss Florentino Perez have
tempted fans with promises of star
coaches, players, and free concert
and nightclub tickets.

.said yesterday.
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INTERNET, undared

Arjen Robben's absence from
Wednesday's goalless draw with
Argentina underlined the value
of the winger to the Dutch team.
Robben gave a virtuoso display
in the opening Group C win over
Serbia & Montenegro and did
well again in the victory over
Ivory Coast before being rested
against Argentina because he
was on a yellow card.

But the Chelsea player said he
was feeling no pressure to keep
up his level of performances
ahead of the second-round
mateh against Portugal in
Nuremberg tomorrow. "l do not
feel any pressure, I just want to
give everything I have," Robben
“I always want to
be valuable for my team."

The Dutch attack, especially
Ruud van Nistelrooy, has been
criticised following the 0-0 draw
with Argentina. The coach Marco
van Basten said on Thursday that
Van Nistelrooy's position in the
team was a point of discussion,
adding that the striker was not
an automatic first choice.

Robben said it was up to every
member of the side to help out
on the goal front. "The lack of
power is not just about the for-
ward line but also how they are
supported by the rest of the
team," he said, "In
matches you just get one chance
and youw have to convert it, Dirk
[Kuyt] had one in the first half
but the angle was very tight."

He added that Portugal's 2-1
win over the Dutch in the semifi-
nals of Euro 2004 -- the last com-
petitive match the Dutch lost --
would have no bearing on the

game. "This will be a
match,” he said.
Khalid {‘I(}llldhl’(lui is

expected to start at right-back
after he impressed when replac-
ing the injured John Heitinga
against Ivory Coast and starting
against Argentina in central

some -
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looks for more

defence. "There is a big chance
that Boulahrouz will start against
Portugal,” Van Basten said.

The Dutch defence is the one
part of the team Van Basten does
not have to worry about as they
have conceded only four goals
during an unbeaten run of 15
competitive matches. Van
Basten also believes his midfield
should take credit for the defen-
sive record. "My midfield made a
good impression,” he said. "The
strength of the defence has also
to do with the support they get

from the midfielders."

“This group is growing in the
tournaments” said the captain
Edwin van der Sar, who has hacd
little work in goal but made some
stetling saves when called upon.
He will be making a record 1 13th
international appearance for the
Netherlands tomorrow but is
focused on the quarterfinals
only. "It will be goad to think
about it when [ look back at the
tournament,” he said.

The winners will play England
or Ecuador in the quarterfinals.
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Dutch winger Arjen Robben controlling the ball at a practice session.
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Smile more,
Deschamps
tells Henry

AFP, Cologne

Thierry Henry, along with Patrick
Vieira a goalscoring hero of France's
2-0win over Togo, would be better off
if he played the game with asmile on
his face, 1998 winning skipper Didier
Deschampssaid on Friday.

Speaking after Henry and former
Arsenal teammate Vieira helped lift
France into the last 16 Deschamps
told Radio Monte Carlo: "He has to
have a smile on his face, he needs to
laugh, to be happy, be communica-
tive."

Deschamps added that Henry
neededto be the lightning rod for the
fean.

“Thierry is a leader when he is
enjoying things, when he is happy
outthereon the piteh."

OfVieira he said the Juventus star
would always be on song if he was in
confidentmode.

"If he feels confident there's
nobadybetter."

Dudek gets back
stolen items

AFP, London

Police investigating the theft of
thousands of pounds of foatball
memorabilia from the home of
Liverpool goalkeeper Jerzy Dudek
have recovered his Champions
League shirt and medal, they said
Friclay.

Merseyside Police said they
raided a house in the Old Swan area
of Liverpool earlier Friday and
arrested two people -- a man, aged
26, and a 23-year-old woman -- on
suspicion of burglary and handling
stolen goods.

The force did not say where
Dudek’s goalkeeper's jersey and
medal were found.

The break-in happened at some
point last week at the 32-year-old
player's house in Caldy, northwest
England, while he was visiting his
native Poland.

Items still outstanding include
more than 100 international and
English Premiership goalkeeper
shirts, a World Cup 2002 shirt, anda
2005 League Cup final shirt.

The player's 65,000-pound
(95,000-euro, 120,000-dollar) black
Porsche Carrera car was also taken.

Sweet win
turns sour

AFP, Acera

Three people, including two chil-
dren, have died in Ghana in recent
days in the wild celebrations that
followed victories by the World Cup
debutants, police said on Friday.

Police spokesman David Ekiu
said the three were run over by cars
in two separate incidentsin the west
African country's capital.

"A 32-year-old male was
knocked down by a hit-and-run
driver on Thursday evening in the
frenzy of celebrations after Ghana's
2-1victoryover the US," Eklu saic.

Eklu also revealed that after
Ghana beat the Czech Republic 2-0
last Saturday "there were wild cele-
brations (and) a driver who was
celebrating lost cantrol ... two Kids
whowereplayingin thestreetdied."

Three-year-old Elizabeth Teche-
Appiah, was crushed to death while
Tabber Mensah, 5, died the follow-
ing day in hospital, according to the
palice.

The Black Stars have been the
revelation of the tournament so far,
reaching the last 16 on their frst
appearance and saving Africa's
honourinthe process.

BBC's flop slmim

AFP, Landon

Brazil's 4-1 World Cup thrashing of
Japan might have sparked samba in
the streets of Rio de Janeiro but the
football folk of Preston were hardly
going nuts, a British regional news-
papersaid Friday.

The Lancashire Evening Post
reported that only 20 hardy souls
turned up at the BBC's costly giant
screen in the northwest English city
on Thursday' to watch the match,
after just four people and a dog
braved the miserable rain for the
carlier Group Egames.

The public service broadcaster
was slammed by one member of
parliament forwasting moneyon the
27-metre screens dotted across the
country, which cost 500,000 pounds
(910,000 dollars, 725,000 euros) each
and 5,000 poundsa dayto operate.

"ltwould have been cheaper, and
probably gained more of an audi-
ence for the games on show, if they
had bought five plasma screens and
given them to the people there and
told them to invite their friends
along,” said Nigel Evans.

Live screenings in Liverpool and
London were scrapped after trouble
flared during the wansmission of
England’s opening World (‘up game
against Paraguay.

Former mill town Preston wis
once o hotbed of footbull and the
city's big screen is outside the
Niational Football Museum at
English Championship club Preston
North End's Deepdale ground.

m Football

INTERNET, undated

Champions Juventus almost cer-
tainly face relegation as a result of
Italy’s match-fixing scandal while
AC Milan may receive lighter pun-
ishment, media said on Friday.

The Football Federation's
(FIGC) prosecutor charged
Juventus, AC Milan, Fiorentina and
Lazio, as well as 26 individuals
including officials of the clubs and
the federation itself, eight referees
and two linesmen.

They were all ordered to appear
before a sports tribunal in a trial
starting on June 29 in Rome's
OlympieStadium,

The FIGC issued its ruling after
Italy secured a place in the second
round of the World Cup by beating
the Czech Republic 2-0. The coms
bination, as one television com-
mentator put it, was "heaven in
Germanyand hell in Rome".

Italian goalkeeper Gianluigi
Buffon, who plays for Juventus,
said the charges would not hurt the
nationalside's chances,

“(The scandal) has not left any
mark on us, there is nothing offi-
cial, no sentence and every one of
usis thinking exclusively about the
Waorld Cup,” he said.

Thirteen of Iraly's 23-man
squad at theWorld Cup play for the
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Juventus face releg

fourclubs facingcharges.

Former Juventus general man-
ager Luciano Moggi, former
Juventus CEQO Antonio Giraudo
and Milan vice-president Adriano
Galliani were among those
charged, their clubssaid.

La Gazzetta dello Sport newspa-
per said the charge that Moggi
sought to influence refereeing
appaintments to benefit [uventus
leftthe Turin giants in an extremely
perilous position.

"It is a terrible accusation,
something that could send the club
down to Serie C," the papersaid.

Juventus, 29 times champion of
Italy, said late on Thursday it would
study the charges and reserved the
right to defend itself. But unlike AC
Milan and Lazio, it did not reject
theaccusations.

The two main charges -- sport-
ing fraud and violating fairness and
probity -- can be punished by fines,
bans and relegations.

The verdicts will be delivered
between July 7 and 9 -- the latter
being the day of the World Cup
final

Juventus shares, which have lost
about half their value since the
scandal broke in early May, initially
bounced higher on short-covering
on the Milan bourse. But by the
beginning of the afternoon, they
were down 091 percent at 1.31
ELrDs.

ccording to media which

obtained the prost
sheet, all four clubs wes
of "sporting fraud™ = =

Moggi and Giraudo fa¢
of sporting fraud @
ing rules governing fair
sport, Juventus saidy

Galliani -- who
of the [talian Fa
shortly after m&l
announced but sa
wrong -- faces a sify
violating fairness and p
Milan said. Media said
in aslightly better positi

against Milan, European champi-
ons six times, was based on asingle
Serie A match against C#Im in "
April 2005, Milansaid.

Juventus have been at th
of the scandal since it béga
last month with the public
intercepted telephone mﬂ\n‘ersa—
tions between Moggi and senjor
FIGC officials discussing refereeing
appointments for matches during
the 2004-05season.

The eight referees who were
charged included Massimo de
Santis, who was the FIGC's pro-
posed referee for the World Cup
until he was withdrawn afler lha
scandal broke.

Besides the FIGC trial] prmecu—
tors in four cities are conducting
investigations that could lead to
criminal charges.

Guus no longer worries him

Z  FITAWORLD CUP

AFP, Duisburg

Italy face their World Cup nemesis
when they take on Guus Hiddink's
Australia in the last 16, but
Gianluigi Buffon is confident the
Azzurri will not suffer another
humiliating defeat at the hands of
the master tactician and maotiva-
tional gurt.

Hiddink was in charge of the
South Korea team that put two
goals past Buffon in & 2-1 win over
Italy in the second round four years
ago, one of the biggest shocks in
Warld Cup history.

"He's a great coach, we' know
that, and the results he has
achieved speak for themselves,"
said goalkeeper Buffon here on
Friday.

“He's achieved historic results:

with mediocre teams. But [ believe
that on our part many things have
changed in the past four years. We
areconfidentofgoing through.”

[taly take on the Australians in
Kaiserslautern on Monday and
Buffon predicts a physical match
similar to the one they had against
the United States, which ended ina
bad-tempered 1-1 draw.

"It's a tough challenge, even
though we consider them beatable
opponents,” said the 28-year-old
Juventus star.

"Physically they are a match for
any team, they're enterprising and
very strong. They also have great
confidence in themselves having
scored five goals in their three
matches.

"We have to be careful becauseif
you take everything into consider-
ation, they have nothing to lose. We
have to match them physically and
tactically, and make sure we keep
ourheads.

"Against the USA we got caught
out, We created our own problems
and we won'tlet that happen agdin,
The Australians have similar chpar-
acteristics to the Americans, but
withall duerespectlam convinced

we will go through to the next
round."

Buffon, whose Juventus team
have been charged with match-
fixing and could face being rele-
gated, jumped to the defence of his
[taly team after they were criticised
by the Italian media for being too
defensive.

through seven shirts.”

A golden goal from Ahn Jung-
Hwan sealed ltaly's futtghl,[npan
and South Koreain2002.

Buffon prevented Ahn from
scoring in the fourth mlnute when
hesaved his penalty.

Former Holland (.‘OZI.Eh H[ddmk
was hired by the Au.ssloa in july

. PHOTC-AFP

Italy goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon takes the crowd's appraclaliun lfter the
game against Czech RepublicinHamburg on Thursday. j

"Atthis stage it's all about sweat
and being solid,” he said.

“The tournament is long. It's
important to play with style, but
our results tell the other teams that
to beat Italy you will have to sweat

2005 and guided the "'Soeceroos’ to
the World Cup for the first time in
32 years.

After the tournament, the
Dutchman will rake charge of the
Russian national team.

As'i hpes resy
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AFP, Baden-Baden

Australia, who are in their first
Waorld Cup finalsin 32 years, are the
last Asian team still standing after
South Korea and Saudi Arabia were
turfed out on the last day of group
matches.

Few would have tipped such a
scenario, with the Australians
untested at this level while South
Korea, [apan and Saudi Arabia have
all made the second round in previ-
ouscampaigns.

Australia only qualified by
beating Uruguay on penalties in a
classic playoif encounter as ah
Oceanianation.

They have since become a
member of the Asian Football
Confederation, and have signalled
here that they are a force to be
reckoned with.

High hopes were held for South
Korea, semifinalists four years ago
onhome soil, but they were unable
to cope with arampant Switzerland
inHanover on Friclay.

Their 2-01oss was compounded
by a 2-0 win by France over Togo
which consigned South Korea to an
early plane home and left them
despondent thart they were unable

to challenge, let alone match, their
featin 2002,

Arsenal defender Philippe
Senderos put Switzerland ahead
in the first half before striker
Alexander Frei killed the hopes
of the Koreans with a hotly dis-
puted goal in the 77th minute,
which South Korea felt waus off-
side,

"Frei was offside -- the goal just
killed off the game," said a bitter
Lee Young-Pyo, South Korea's
Spurs defender.

Saudi Arabia’s chances of mak-
ingthe last 16 were always slim and
their 1-0 loss to Spain in
Kaiserlautern hammered the final
nailinto their coffin.

Real Betis defender [uanito's
header in the 37th minute was
enough to end their dream.

The match proved significant as
the last one for veteran Saudi
striker Sami al-laber, who
announced his retirement from
international football after the
pgame.

The 33-year-old played 163
times and scored 44 goals. His
strike in the 2-2 draw with Tunisia
in the opening Group H game put
him alongside Pele, Diego
Maradona and Uwe Seeler as the
only man to score in World Cups 12
years apart.

"The decision is final. [ have
talked about it with the federation
and they are right behind me,” he

said,

Despite their early exit, Saudi
coach Marcos Paqueta said it was
good experience for his players
who would learn from it and get
better.

"Playing in the World Cup has
been a great experience for Saudi
Arabia. Its awonderful opportunity
for the younger players to face
strong teams and pick up valuable
experience,” he said,

"We enjoyed a good qualifying
campaign but we came up short in
terms of international expesience
here, and that dented the confi-
dence of the players quite a bit. We
just need to keep improving our
quality.”

Along with Saudi Arabia and
South Korea, Japan and Iran also
failed to get past the firsthurdleina
disappointing campaign for Asian
teams.

lapan needed to beat Brazil on
Thursday and hope Australia lost 1o
Croatia to stand any chance of
progressing, but they fell 4-1 while
the Australians drew with Croatia
by

Hopes now rest with the
Socceroos who play Italy in the fast
16 on Monday.

The Korean performance in
2002 was the best ever by an Asian
team at the World Cup, The previ-
ous honour belonged to North
Korea, who reached thelasteight in
1966.



