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! Guus Hiddink {5 expected to recall

i gonlkepper Magk Schwarzer for

Monday's World Cup [ast 16 match

with Taly after his bold selection

i gamble with Zeljko Kalne almost
ended Austealin’sdream.

Coach Hiddink made another of

his_dnxfngfg[_ét:ﬂun calls bringing in

Kalae for fegular goalie Schwarzer

for .lﬁa neetrons’ crucial match

phere Thursday only for

& _zté:m‘liicﬁ Harry Kewell
jstralia n the tournament
Kalae's humiliation with

& T9th-minute strike for a 2-2 draw,
which was enough to see off Croatia
and advanee 1o a knockout match
with three-time world champions
ltaly in Kaiserslautern.

Hiddink ndmitted soon after the
match he was considering recalling
Sehwarzer.

Asked ‘why 'Spider” Kalac was
‘chosen afrer Schwarzer had played
in the 3.1 win over [apanand the 2-0
loss to Brazil, Hiddink said: "We
were not happy with some perfor-
mances of both goalies and yoo
haveto makeadecision,

"Ithink we have learned very fast
that goalkeepers have (o be very
coneentraced ac the highest level in
thisWorld Cup.

"We made lintle mistokes with hig
consequences; so that's nop the

most.beautiful. part. in haw weve

performed in the last game,
"tschwarzer) | am considering
thart in the upeoming hours,”

It was a shattering howler by
Kalae, the understudy AC Milan
goalkeeper, who gor his big chance
1o play ahead of his long-time rival
Schwarzer for what up o Thursday
wis Australin's biggest-evergame.

‘It was my faule that the game
openedup, wedidn'tneeditioopen
up. because that was the only way
we Were going to get punished, but
all credit o the boys they just kept
going and going.” Kalag tald report-
ersalter the game.

Asked if it was the most trau-
matie game he had been invovived
in, 33-year-old Kalae said: "Let's put
it this way after alk the sceptics and
stufis that been going on about me,
I'm happy that we got away with it.
Myhead'ssullspinning.”

Katlic, on e BT Austeatiar pliye
prs with Croutiandaekground, had o
shaky match picking the ball out of
lug awn net after just two minutes
off n Darifo Stna free kick, having o
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Croatian goalkeeper Stipe Pletikosa grips the ballto deny an Australian attack during their World Cup match in Stuttgarton Thursday.

Spider's place at stake

few Indecisive moments and then
fumbling Niko Kovac's volley to
allowthe balltogo into the net,

“The big fella doesn't need any-
one élse to say anything to him, he's
very critical of himself,” said
defentder Craig Moore, who con-
verted a 38th-minute penalty to
level Sma's brilliant 2nd-minate
free kick.

Kalac was relieved that Kewell
got him and his never-say-die team-
mules home inthe end,

"The Croatian players were
distesaught, obviously, but as they
say one man's sadness is always
anotherman's happiness and it was
our M ppiness tonight,” Kalacsaid.

"Tdon'tknow what Guus is going
fo ¢y wid'ye mage o few mistakes,
but fve macde a pretey bigone.
| "There's are lots of ups and
downs infoatball, itwasdisappoine-
ing becauseit's such a big stage that
it'shappenedon, butlife goeson.”

d capmin David Beckham
- questions about his
orm here Friday afrer
nGoran Eriksson warned
prepared to replace him

cag.‘in‘ﬂ%fa last 16 clash with
! » Has seen his place in
pland‘sstantingiine-up called into
Anin after quiet

ymadeitclear hewas
thedebateabourhis
Lpress conference follow-

[ Fm not satup here
dis performance,” he
saidh "There's an agenda out there.
l've endn, and myagenda is

1 sat up here as the England
“In o) very good situation.
‘mlbﬁ i _Iﬁ‘_wenm “—‘-r!d’lfflflﬂ-

denfginginto e, ' anot

55 my own form,
stodo.”

- Eriksson has stressed repeatedly
that Reckham's position in the
England teamt Is safe but denied
SUggestio it the Real Madrid star

”RFW?-. h

wasn ‘untotichable’.

Asked if he could ever envisage
hauling off Be in the way that
Portugal’ Luis Felipe Scolari

controversially replaced skipper Luis
Figo at 2004, Eriksson was adamant
hewould. =

Fm prepared to do whatever |
have t0.if [ see things going wrong,”
hesaid. "Whatever."

~ Eriksson has never substituted

Beckham for tactical reasons during

a competitive fixture, and only

repliced him against Sweden in the

2002 World Cup when he began (o

A rire in his first matghback fromalong
lay-off.

1 have tken off David Beckham
hefore,” Eriksson said. "I'm not
married o David Beckham, even if
you thinklam. I'm not even engaged
1o hirm.

MHe's thecaptain, but he's treated
inallthesame ways,

"Al the dinner tble, on the bus,
on the pitch, faining, matches -
exactly thesameasall the others,

"He doesn't have any favours just
because he'sthe captain.”

While Beakham has had o handin
two of the five goals England have
seored in the World Cup so far and
remains arguably the world's most
aceurate striker of a ball at set pleces,
the a1 -year-old has struggled to offer
width.

His [nck of pace was highlighted
during the 2-0 victry over Trinidad
and Tobago last week, when the
intraduction of Tortenham's flying
winger Aaron Lennon midway
through the second half made an

_immediateimpact.

AFP, Tokyo

Heartbroken and sleepless
Jupanese fans tried 1o put the World
Cup behind them Friday after the
Asian champlons failed 1o secure a
single victory inGermiany.

Dighard supporters who rose
before dawn towatch Japan mkeon
Brazil were crushed as the World

Cup rtitle holders thrashed the
Samurai Blue4-1.

"We lost, we lost," cried Kunio
Hayashida, 25, holding his head in
his hands as he came out of a'Tokyo
bar.

With a sigh he hoisted himself
onta his bicyele and headed for his
shift ataramen noodleshop.

“Well, they still did their best
and did whar they could. I'm going
to gowork now. It's going to be one

langday,." hesaid.

Kenji Shibaa, 27, tried 1o look o
the future,
"Next time Tapan will do berter,
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Japan's Brazilian coach Zico is frustrated after Japan's 4-1 loss to the world
champions in Dortmund on Thursday.

There'salways a next time

although we always keep saying

that,” he said. "But for now ['m

goingtosleep the whole day.”

Japanese media were just as
heartbrokenasthe public.

"Complete defeat for Japan,”
saitt a Yomiuri Shimbun headline in
its evening edition, accompanied by
a photo of star midfielder Hidetoshi
Nakata sitting alone on the pitch,
clenching his teeth o bedr the pain
oflosing,

"Do not cry, Samurai. There will
be nexetime,” theYomiurisaid.

A lirst-half goal by Keiji Tamada
raised Japanese hopes of repeating
their "miracle” at the 1996 Atlanta
Olympics when they unexpectedly
defeated Brazil 1-0.

Hut even with Brazilian legend
Ziea o guide them, the Samurai
Blue watched helplessly as Brazil
smashedin four goals.

‘When Japan won a goal, [ saw a
blink of a dream,” said Chief
Cahinet Secretary Shinzo Abe, the
gl’.l\ urnmenrs;mkusman.

But the game was unfortunate. [
wantt the team o work hard again
for chenextonein fouryears.”

With Japan needing nothing
shortofamiracle tobeat the fancied
Brozilians, many fans decided
against getting up to watch the
gare which kicked off at 4:00 am
loealtime,

Only 25 percent of television
viewers in Tokyo and Osaka tuned
inta the game, far fewer than the 50
percent for Japan's other two
matehes, although they were in
better time slots, monitoring group
Video Research Lid. said.

After losing their crucial opener
to Australia and drawing with
Croatia, Japan needed o pulloff an
uniikely win against the five-time
World Cup champions o advance
tothe secand round.

Knowing full well about the
overwhelming odds for Brazil,
Japanese supporters were hoping
agiinst hopes to see mighty atticks
from their samurai.

I'm sadl. I'm speechless, I have
no words,” said 28-yvear-old
Mauyumi Sato. "Although [ knew
Bruzil was strong, | believed in
Japin, But 'm not ashamed in the
end, since they did their best.”

Waiter Kazu Yamasaki, 22, said
that momentum had been slipping
since the opener with Australia,
when Japan also squandered an
early goal.

"When Japan scored a goal,  had
goasebumps and had tears coming
out,” hesaid of the Brazil face- off.

Bur he conceded, "Japan was
really weak.”

“I'll wait for the next time," he
said. “thopethev'lldobetrer.”

]
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Scolari wanted
England job!

INTERNEY, tndaied

Luiz Felipe Scolari has revenled that
he wanted the England manager's
job, butthat the Football Association's
determination to make the appaint-
ment before the World Cup cost him
theopportunityolacceptingit,

Talking on BRC TV s Match of the
Day to compatriot and farmer Braz
star Leonardo, who is working as o
pundit for the BBC during the World
Cup, Scolari said: "They (the English
Football Association] needed to
announce the new England coach ina
perlodtharwasimpossible forme,

"Also I wanred w bring my staff o
support meinmyjob - and this possi-
bility was notveryclear”

The Pormignl manager had ks
with the FA in April about taking over
from Sven-Goran Eriksson. Butwhen
the ks became public knowledge
andl the subject of a media feeding
frenzy, he ruled himself out of the
g,

Scolari said: "Everyvthing wis
going well but we stopped ata cruciil
pointforbothofus.

"They needed o0 announce the
New Englind coach in a period that
wits impossible for me. [ have a con-
tractundl 31 [ulywith Portugal,

"We created a very good relation-

ship butthe problem was, the person| «

am, | couldn't decide to be a cuach of
another country before a World Cup
whenIwasrepresenting Portugal,

"Imagine if | meet England during
theWorld Cup and [have o say tamy
players, 'Die for Portugal’. I only can
saytomy plaverswhatIreallyfeel.

"Perhapsin Europeit'snormal but
lam Brazilian and [didn't feel goodin
thatsituation,”

However, the good news for
England fans - especially those not
contemplating four years under
Eriksson's protege Steve MeClaren
with much relish - &5 that Scolar
would still consider becoming
Englandmanagerin the future.

"Being coach of England is a
dream for every coach in the world
and I was very happy when the talks
happened,” hesaid,

"I likedk the people I met rom the
FA very much. [ hope people under-
stand the situaton and one day, why
not, | ean coach the English tearn,
when lam free.”

The shrewd Scolan - who coached
his homeland Brazil to the 2002 World
Cup - also spokeencouragingly about
BraziliansuikerRonaldo.

Belore the game against Japan,
which Brazilwond-1 aftergoing agoal
downy, anddinwhich Ronaldo baggeda
brace o became joint op scorer in
World Cup history, Sealari told
Leonardoandthe BBC audience:

"He [Ronaldo] needs tdme aned he
will grow up with the team, probably
the third orfourth mateh.

"He is important. He decides
matchesancithehastwo chances, he
will score one.

"He's not 100% but even if he is
604, he makes adifference,”

FIFA chief baffled
by ref blunder

AFP, Berlin

FIFA President Sepp Blatter sald
Friday it was incomprehensible that
mawh officials did not intervene
when blundering English referee
Graham Poll gave Croatin's Josip
Simunic three yellow cards.

The performance of the highly
rated Poll, who hael been tipped o
take charge of the World Cup firal, in
Croatin's 2-2 dmw with Australia is
under the microscope by FIFA'S
referees’ commitee,

It can decide whether he plays
any further partinthe ournament,

Blatter said that with the four
match officials in contact by radio
link, one of the assistant referees
should have alerted Poll o his mis-
take.

“An ertor of this kind should not
happen when there are four pedple
in the team,” Blatter rold a press
conference.

"Whatis incomprehensibleis thag

no-one intervened. I cannot under-

stand it, itis likeablackout.

"One of them should have inter-

vened and run on the field anc said
'stop,stop’.

°1 place my trust in the referees
cammittee, I think they have enough
tact to deal with this case.”

Blatter added that Poll had per-
formed well in previous marches ar
thistournament,

"We should not forget thar
Graham Pollin his previous matches
achieved fanmsticthings,

"We cannot excuse it but we
should understand if. Referees are
human beings and human beings
makeermors.”

Poll also won support from
England captain David Beckham,
wh said Poll deserved 1o be at the
World Cup becausehe was one of the
bestreferees in the game,

"Graham Poll is a very good ref-
eree, Everybody makes mistakes,"
Beckham saicl at England's training
camp insouthem Germany.

"He's a nice person as well, but a
very good and top class referee, one
ofthe bestin England.”

Poll first booked Simunic in the
62nd minute and should have sent
hirm off in the 90th minute, but only
eventually dismissed the Croanan in
stoppage time.

The point earned by Australia in
Stuttgart was enough to earn them
qualification for the second round
for the first time and sent Croatia
home,

Czech dreams peter ou

REUTERS, /Hamburg

The Czech Republic’s early exit from
the World Cupr has marked the las
chanee for the team'’s ageing players
to win an intemational title after
yearsof nearmisses,

Some of the team's best players,
the backbone of a side that has won
admirers over recent years for their
flowing aned technical style, are ot the
endof theircareers nnd will not pliay
inanotherWorld Cup, What hasbeen
the best Czech side in o generatian,
they would be the first to admit that
success this year was unlikely
because of asquad depleted through
injury and suspension, lLosses (o
Ghina and ltaly in group games
sealed their fate, Their best opportu-

nity for international success was at
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Eunrn 2004, where they reached the
semi-finals. For the veterans, that
chancewill noteomeagain.

Without them, the team will lose
muelt of its quality, but some older
players said the new generation
couldstilf praduce,

"The youngsters showed they
know how to play football and they

- have a great futore,” said Pavel

Nedved, the 33-year-old midfielder
whose likely imminent retirement
will he theworstlosstothe side.

The former European Footballer
of the Year, who despite his age was
theteam’'s best player and faster than
much younger players, had already
retired from the natonal side but
came back o help the wam qualily
fortheWord Cup.

Although he has said he was
undecided abour his future, he has
hinted his foothalling days could be
over altogether. Likewise, fellow
midfielder Karel Poborky, 34, who
first madde his mime along  with
Nedved as part of the weam that

reached the Euro 961 i
bethinkingaboutretine
But coach Ka i
instrumental i creaing
team, said not all the D=8
werefinishec yet. B

"We still have (Janb K
Brueckner, referdng 1o
oldstriker who picke %
the first group game hat
outol the rest of the town
damaged hisside’sprosy
“There are other playi
305 definitely not going 1o
career anc will, I hope,
agaim.” i

Although playerslike Nedved and
Poborsky will be missed, young
players are establishing theémselves
as worthy  successors, ngluding
goalkegper Petr Cech -~ segn as one
of the world's best = anel talented
midfielderTomasRoSicky S

Czechs will hope that these play-
ers can build on the vetesans legacy
and perhaps evenwinatmphy

FHOTEAFR

Croatian fans, watching the Croatia-Australia match projected in Zagreb's central Ban Josip Jelacic Square on
Thursday, reactafter theirnationalteam's elimination from the World Cup.

Shift in balance
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Japan's long reign as Asia’s number
one team s under threat after they
crashed out of the World Cup while
rivals Australia made the last 16 for
thefirsttimeever,

The two sides were drawn in the
same group and the writing wits on
the wall when Austalin beat the
triple Asian champions 3-1 in their
openingmatch.

Japan needed o beat Brazil on
Thursday and hope Australin lost 1o
Croata to stand any chance of pro-
gressing and they snilfed a mujor
upsat hy stunning the defending
champions to take the lead through
Keiji Tamadainthe 3athminure:

Bur a Ronaldo header on the
stroke of halftime proved demormlis-
ing and Japan collapsed in the sec-
ond half as Brazil romped o a 4-1
victory with another Ronaldo strike
and goals from Juninho and Gilberto.

Plaving simultaneously in
Srutrgare, Australia held Croatia toa
2-2 draw to ensure they finished
second to Brazil on an histarie night
aned consigned Japan to the battom
ofthegroup. {

It continued the huge sucr.iv
story of Dutch coach Guus Hideink,
whosteered South Kored (o the sermi-
finals four vears ago and was drafiéd
in by Australia to haul the team out of
mediocrity.

Australio twice came from

behind, snatching the draw 10 mins
wtes from tme when Liverpool sear
Harry Kewell pounced inside the box
o slot the ball home and set up &
clash with iralynext Monday

Japan coach Zico said losing to
Australia in their opening match
praved fatl, andadmitted they had a
long way o go 1o compete with the
top teams.

"Japan have been growing all
along and must grow further (o
hecomeagreat team,” hesaid.

"We have to compete with cuite
physical players ar the World Cup
and we need the stamina and physi-
cal ramework matching them.”

In contrast, Hiddink was full of
praise for his"lionhearted” teamand
said they will give lraly a run for their
money.

“To fully recover in two days to
play Ialy will be difficule bur the team
will reagr,” he said. "Wewon'tgiveup
-= that's the slogan of the wam and
it'sacrueial partofhowweplay.”

Australin was only ratified as the
Asian Football Confederation’s 46th
member in September last vear,
leaving the Oceania Football
Confederation in the hope ofmaking
iteasiertoqualify for theWorld Cup.

At present Ocearnia winmners must
fige aSouth American teanm ina two-
leg playolt whiile Asia has four auto-
maticqualifying berihs and a playoll.

Joining the AFC also means they
can playin the 2007 Asian Cup, whene
Japan has previously been domi-
rint.

South Koren alsn have an exgel-
lent ehance of progressing, needing
to bear Switzerland on Friday o
ensure they make the last 16 for the
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serond donsecutivetime, ey

"hey die well orghlSaE S -
good players - they wilkmake it difti-
cult for us,” said South Korei couch
Dick Advacant. "Butwe enn compete
with themand genthewin™

OF Asin's other representives here,
fran are out and in wemollafer tie
head of ran's Football Federition
was fired over the pational team's
humiliating exit.

Coach Branko lvankovie, who
had been in charge sinee 2002, also
quit. : ;

A 1-1 draw with" Angola on
Wednesday left ran bottom ol Group
D. They also lost to Portugal and
Mexico.

Saudi Arabid meanwhile face
theirstiffest testso far when they take
onSpainon Friclay, \

Marcos Paqueta’s'side are piop-
pingup Group Haftera 2-2 driwswith
Tunisin was followed by & mogie:
sapping4-0defeatto Ukmine

To qualify they must beat Spain
well becauseof their goul difference
of minus-4 and hope Tunisetdiw |
with Ukraine. ek

Asian football chiefs are looking
to the World Cup for evidence that
the game in the vast continent is
making strides sinee Japan and
South Korea co-hosted the totrma-
mentin 2002, '

Sauth Korea shocked everyone
then by reaching the semi-fnals
while Japan madethe round pf 16,

The Korean performance wis the
hest ever by an Asfan tedm at the
Warld Cup. The previous hornour
belonged o North Eoren, who
reiched the fast eightin 1966. :
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Brazilian football legend Pele (C) and FIFA president Sepp Blatter watching the Brazil-Japan malch in Dortmund on

Thursday.



